MAHAJANS

GRreAas SoULs 1IN

A5 RECOUNTED IN THE MOST PERFECT RIPENED FRUIT OF
ALLVEDIC LITERATURE -~ SRIMAD BHAGWATAM. ..

_ oo 1IN
5000 YEARS AGO, AT THE CLOSE OF THE |1 /|
BLOODY BATTLE OF KURUKSHETRA
BHISMADE, ONE. OF THE GREATEST
AUTHORITIES ON KRISHNA CONSCIOUS-
NESS, LAY DYING FROM HIS WOUNDS. ..

N E ;

FOR A DEATHBED
BHISMA HAS ONLY

L HAVE PIERCED HIS

JUST SEE HOW) GREAT (5 3
BHISMA! ONLY TOCATCHA — EXE il
GLIMPSE. OF HIM, YOGIS AND /I
SANTS FRo maky PLavers (| ( \
HAVE. GATHERED HERE! -. (

EVEN THE SUPREME LORD-~
KRISHNA HIMSELF =~ HAS COME
10 PAY RESPECTS /
ALTHOUGH HE IS 6OD, HE APPEARS
NOW AMONG US
AS OUR FAMILY MEMBER [

WRITTEN by SATSVARUPA
TLLUSTRATED by JADURANY DEVI
LETTERED by JAYAGOVINDA

] I
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“T0 ASSURE HIS MAHATAN DEVOTEE, KRISHNA APPEARS IN HIS
4~ ARMED FORM AS NARAYAN, CONTROLLER OF THE COSMOS. ..

OB KRISHNA IS THE CHARIGT DRIVER OF

o

. etk
N

2\ NS ARTUNA, BHISMA'S ENEMY--AND
o) AN\ STILL HE PAYS RESPECTS TO

THIS GREAT WARRIOR {

HOW HUMBLY He ACTS-~~
JUST TO PLEASE
HIS DeVOTEES

27 (£ 60D IS HUMBLE

7 MLOLORE -
7 ( OHIM THEN BHISMA'S

7] T0BHISMADEV!
7  PLEASE >
7, ACPTMY
. A\ 0BEISANCES/

PAME {5 EVEN MORE
WONDERFULTHAN T CAN
. IMAGINE !

7" 0 MOST EXALTED LORD,

AND SO T BEG YOU--LET ME
SEEYOUASYOU WERE--
PIERCED BY ARROWS FROM MY BOw/

WERE THEY NOT LIKE THE
BITINGS OF YOUR SWEETHEART
IN THE JOYS OF LOVE PLAY?

'Y/ BY YOUR PRESENCE ALONE T T0 FACE. YOU IN BATTLE. AS
2%, UAVE LOST AL BODILY PAINT AN OPPONENT WAS MY HIGHEST
it BUT--NOWIAMATTHE. PLEASURE ANDGLORY/
7| Very BRINKOFDEATH] >
“KINDLY STAY BY ME. NOW-- AND LET ME. " >
SEEND MOOERE M IORISHETRA-] | THEREISBULMA, MEAMSHIES & LORDKRISHNA §
THE CHARIOT DRIVER OF ARTUNA!" -THERE 15 DRONA, ANDT & ISDSQ(IONJNG u_? ﬁ?‘ur!
DRAWJ UP MY CHARIOT, YOUR FORMER MILITARY LOKEDON...48 |, 20 T COLOR
| OKRISHNA=-SO THAT T MAY e, N\ OF A FRESH

Wl

\\
(WHAT ARE YOU
SAYING, BHISMA?

WE MUST MOVE OUR
FORCES=-AT ONCE /

24 BacKTO Gonﬁép Q



| ZATER, AFTER THE. /" £vERYONE KNOWS OUR ARMY UGH] HERE~—TEWV
DAYS FIGHTING.... /* LJOULD BE ALREADY DESTROYED YOOR CARE THESE ENE ENCHANTED
BUT FOR YOU! YOU ALONE ARE MY

|
FIGHTING FORCE | AND YET--1 SENSE YOUR REAL ARTRSEJ EA%-JEH ﬁgﬁ%ﬁfﬁ b
AFFECTION DOES NOT LIE ON QUR SIDE/ ONLY AND HIS BROTHERS !/
POLITICAL ENTANGLEMENT FORCES YOU T0,
FIGHT YOUR BELOVED ARTUNA!
YES=~AND I FEAR YOUR SOFT HEART

IS HOLDING YOU BACK FROM YOUR TN THE MORNING,
FULL FIGHTING STRENGTH! RE!EURN THEM TOREIOE'
= AND--~BY TOMORROW

" e N NIGHT==THEY WILL

REST IN THE
HEARTS OF THE
PANDAVA BROTHERS !

YOU SPEAK
FALSELY
DURYODANA |
YOU
INSULTME L

&,
| PLEASE K

ATLAST! T HAVE

GRANDFATHER BHISMA! GIVEN RISE TO THE GREAT
MY ONLY WARRIOR'S RAGE ! AND THUS -~
CONCERN-- T NOW HOLD THE VERY LIVES

OF MY ENEMIES IN MY HANDS !

HOWEVER, THAT NIGHT-=AS WAS THE
CUSTOM IN THOSE CHIVALROUS DAYS...

NAY, KIND

BEHOLD--THE VALIANT ) : b\ﬁRFéléR!TOgiGHT
ARTUNA COMES VOVBEE Y PURPOS
TOVISIT IN WILLYOUFEAST W\ \GEllf |5 cRAVE—AND T
WITHUSTHIS NIGHT-- |\ \§P= StV ile
EREDAWNCOMEAND )\ 3\ 70 DURYODANA—
1 | \
ACAIN? . YOURKING |

KING DURYODANA?
THEN--FOLLOW

a7
;\—\:\mn\_\ ‘

’ 3 ’.-,

HAILTOYOU,
MIGHTY~ARMED
BOWMAN/
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MOMENTS DURYODANA —-— THIS ONLY, % THAT YOU TURN QVER TO ME
LATER... T HAVE COME TO WHY, YES! T RE- GOOD COUSIN—- 1 FIVE SPECIAL ARROWS
gy REMIND YOU OF AFAVOR MEMBER MY PROMISEY b WHICH I KNOW
YOU ONCE. PROMISED WHAT 5 IT : , 22 YOU NOW POSSESS !

TO GRANTME! A YOU WISH? g
W, THE ARROWS 7! BUT--

%
? -
N s

&y o
......

e o e
— THE PRIZED SHAFTS !

Jr
AND THEN, WHEN QAGRNING CAME.... J ﬁgaﬁgi ;{4#5 ]
¥ ENTIRE. PHALANX
ITIS BY \ TO TAKE A M
THETRICKERYOF ~__\_FIGHTING PART J
LORD KRISHNA | IN THE BATTLE— _
THAT THOSE ARROWS |- ONE FIGHTING GENERAL
WERE TAKEN/ 15 WORTH A HUNDRED
gur{;-- MYN%REOM%% |\ SLEEPING RASCALS !
F VIOLENCE U ? :
THE PANDAVAS N
REQUIRES NO NN
SPECIAL WEAPONS/ &
WHO CAN BLOCK
i "
bop - - ~~HE WILL HAVE TO
SAVE LORD TAKE UP ARMS =~ RUN HOME
KRISHNA HIMSELF/ IFHETRULY WISHES BOYS--AND TELL
TO SPARE. ARTUNA/ ARTUNA HEI}S
DOOMED /

BACK! GET BACK! HE'S
NOTHING CAN STOPHIM/ | HEADING
STRAIGHT
FOR ARJUNA'S
CHARIOT!

HERE--TASTE

THE WRATH
OFA

WARRIOR! ("

FTHAVE Q0
EVER EARNED P4
FAMEASA 2
WEAPON- 7
WEILDER..., /
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AND, AS T BATILED ON... &

YOU DOLTS !
YOU FORGET THAT
HE ISTHE
SUPREME PERSON
--60D HIMSELF!
HE CANNOT PE
TRULY HARMED/

BEHOLD--
KRISHNA

HE--HE'LL
BE KILLED!

ITI5ALL BUT A
SUBLIME PLAYING=-THE

PASTIME OF THE LORD == BY
WHICH THE DEVOTEE (S PLEASED !

LAY ON MIGHTY
GRANDFATHER-- AND
WE SHALL SEE WHO
DIES AND WHO LIVES !

KRISHNA
MUST KEEP

HIS WORD NOT
TO FIGHT

AND YET--
HE HAS PROMISED
TO ALWAYS
PROTECT H(S
DEVOTEES

AS FOR BHISMA--MY \ow/
1S MADE ! ONLY HE
CAN STOP ME NOW !

THOUGH YOU BE
NO UNWORTHY

WARRIQR, ARTUNA--

NOW BREATHE

~\_ YOURLAST!

\
KRISHNA!
I SHALL SLAY
YOUR DEVOTEE !

]

HAS PROMISED
NOT 10 LEND
HIS STRENGTH
TO EITHER
SIDE!

BEHOLD YOU ! LORD KRISHNA
15 TAKING UP A WEAPON

BACK TO GODHEAD
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.
HAS BROKEN
HIS PROMISE!

GETASIDE,
ARTUNA!

- THOUGHT
BREAK MY PROMISE.
—-NEVER SHALLT

LOOK! HE IS

RUSHING FOR
BOHISMA LIKE
ALION

WISHES TO
FORCE METO
PERSONALLY
FIGHT HIM! AND
SOISHALL--

NOw==STOP
FIGHTING AT ONCE
--0RDIE!

0 BHISMA--AS YOU
HAVE WISHED WITH ALL
YOUR HEART AND SOUL--50
I AM HERE--TO KILL.YOU/!

| 4 D
AL \gf)

YES--YES!
I SURRENDER !
0 LORD-=D0O
WHATEVER
YOU WISH
WITH ME!

SONAL FORM--

/

' I_-"J“.“T‘._,.JUI
3 ]/a ;f\&
FOR YOU

HAVE ASPIRED-—
AS THE VERY DES-
TINATION OF YOUR
LIFE--THATT
SHOULD COME

TOYOU!

/ m
ALL = AND--BECAUSE “YES! LET ME SEE THAT KRISHNA ~~ WHO

GLORIES " g YOU HAVE SURREN- CAME TOKILL ME WITH THE SHATTERED

TOYOU > DERED--FROM WHEEL, BREAKING HIS OWN PROMISE IN

s . THIS DAY FORTH ORDER T0 SAVE HIS DEVOTEE! LET ME

BHISMA/ YOU WILL ALWAYS | \‘) SEE THE DIVINE LORD, BY WHOSE. MERCI-
BV R HAVE ME BEFORE J \ /' "FUL GLANCE ALL WHO DIED ON THAT GRIM

/ /@K \YOUIN My PER- BATTLEFIELD WERE LIBERATED, GAINING

ETERNAL BLISS [N THE SPIRITUAL SKY!#

28
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“HE IS THE SELF-SAME LORD WHO--

BY THE 50UND OF HIS FLUTE -~ -
ATTRACTED THE DAMSELS OF BRAJ'A,THE
GOPIS, TO THE RASA DANCE INTHE
MOONLIGHT ! AT TUIS LAST STAGE OF MY
LIFE, I PRAY TO HAVE THE. MERCY OF THOSE
GOPI5 WHO WERE AS ONE WITH TUE LORD—
FOR LOVER AND BELOVED BECOME LIKE
EQUALS !

“MERGING INTO THOUGHTS
OF THE LORD, AND FULL WITH
HIS GLORIOUS PRESENCE,
BHISMA BREATHES
MESHAN

/ SURELY-~BHISMA
WILL NOT RETURN TO

THIS MORTAL WORLD! HE
HAS WORSHIPPED LORD
KRISHNA AS THE ORIGIN OF
ALL LIFE, AND SO HE WILL
ATTAIN TO THE TRANS-
CENDENTAL ABODE,

VAIKUNTHA?

HOW AWESOME
IS THE STATURE
OF MAHAJAN
BHISMA!

. ( AS YOGIS, WE CAN UNDER-
(| STAND THAT BHISMA HAS
B ATTAINED A SPIRITUAL FORM-=

O \1
AND HE WILL.
TAKE PART WITH
THE LORD ETER=
NALLY IN BLISS-
FUL AND
ALL—-KNOWING
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