
The Thief On A PilgrimagePRIVATE 


by Pani Bhusana Dasa

* Based upon Srila Prabhupada's lecture on Bhagavad Gita Chapter 9 Verse 30, July 22, 1966, New York, NY

Cast of Characters

Guard: guide of the pilgrimage

Ana: a pilgrim habituated to eating [carries food in a bag]

Prana: a pilgrim habituated to caring for his body [carries medicine, insect repellant, etc. in a bag]

Mano: a pilgrim habituated to mental security [teddy bear or security blanket in bag]

Vijnana: a pilgrim habituated to wisdom [books, Bhagavad Gita in bag] the preacher

Ananda: a pilgrim habituated to bliss [keeps a musical instrument, yet is detached]

Thief: a pilgrim habituated to stealing at night

Narrator: Due to one's past association, one may become question morality or one may fall down. This is a story of how habit is the second nature. There was once a thief who went on pilgrimage with some acquaintances:

[all enter chanting the Pancha Tattva mantra, circling around. They stop center stage.]

Mano: According to our schedule, we should make camp now. We must keep to our plan. Do you not agree? Shall we take a vote or have a meeting about it? [looks around for approval]

Ananda: This place is blissful. Since we are on pilgrimage, every place is sanctified. It should be by consensus, Mano!

Mano: Blissful suggestion, Ananda. What do you think, Vijnana?

Vijnana: When the sun begins to set, it is the proper consideration to settle for the day. We can read before we take rest.

Mano: And you, Ana?

Ana: I will sit right here. I need a break [opens his bag, begins to munch]

Mano: How do you view this situation, Prana?

Prana: Yes, yes it is high time we took rest and I am over due for my evening supplements. Let's see now ... [searches through bag removing jars, bottles, etc.]

Mano: So, I guess we are going to stay right here!

Prana: [worried] Do you think we'll be safe here?

Ana: There's no need to fret, we have a guard.

Narrator: They all settle down for the night, each with his own needs. The guard took his post. Soon all doze off, even the guard but the thief was restless. So, at night, when his friends were sleeping he got up and was looking through the baggage of the others for something worth stealing.

Thief: Oh, I have come to this holy place of pilgrimage so how can I do this? Committing theft is my habit but I must control it. No, I shall not do it!

[he attempts to take rest again but he tosses and turns. He wants to sleep but he gets up groggily and approaches the bags again.]

Thief: I have come to this holy place in the association of saintly persons so at least here I shall not do this stealing business. I will just take this bag and exchange it for this other one. And I will move this instrument over here and replace it with this bag. Let's see, I'm feeling better already. Now, if I hide the walking stick of the sleeping guide ... ahh!

[after a few more moments like this, he lies down and sleeps peacefully. There can be a little music, Then it is dawn and everyone wakes up and looks around for their possessions]

Prana: Oh, where is my bag? I don't see it?

Mano: Oh, here is your bag! And you have mine!

Vijnana: How has this happened?

Ananda: What's the matter?

Thief: My dear gentlemen, I am a thief by nature, because I have the habit of stealing at night. I wanted to steal something from your bags but because you are saintly persons, I could not do it. I thought that "I have come to this holy place. I do not want to commit offenses." So, to pacify my tendency, I have placed one man's bag in the place of another. Please excuse me. Please allow me to remain in your association.

Mano: So, it's just habit, that's all

Ananda: He does not want to commit theft.

Ana: But, he has the habit of doing this.

Prana: So, he has decided not to commit theft anymore.

Ana: But, because he is habituated, sometimes he does ...

Vijnana: Krsna says in the Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 9 verse 30 api cet su-duracaro "Even if one commits the most abominable action, if he is engaged in devotional service he is to be considered saintly because he is properly situated in his determination." 

Ananda: Of course, that is by chance.

Vijnana: In the next verse, you'll find ksipram bhavati dharmatma: "He quickly becomes righteous and attains lasting peace. O son of Kunti, declare it boldly that my devotee never perishes." 

Prana: If one dovetails his nature in Krsna Consciousness, then very soon he'll become a saintly person!

Mano: It doesn't matter what one is, if one immerses himself in Krsna Consciousness, then all material contamination will be washed away, leaving his pure, original nature. By original nature, we are Krsna's devotee!

Ananda: Yes, this is the easiest process and it is for everyone. Come, let's carry on! And let us always glorify Krsna by the chanting of the Holy Names!

Guard: [leads kirtan] Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare




Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 

[all respond as they exit]









