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Chitra Katha
make sure it is

Vidyut Chora

Jain monks took a Teen interest in the
moral and spiritual uplift of the common people.
To make their philosophical concepts, expressed
in terse statements, intelligible and interesting
to the layman, they used the medium of stories.
Thousands of such .didactic stories in Sanskrit
and Prakrit have come down to us.

The story of Vidyut Chora is retold from
Shivakotyacharya’s classic in
VADDARADHANE.
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Al?llvce vipVut anp Wdrnpr,son of we

VIDYUT CHORA KOTWFL, WERE STUPUNG UNPER THE SEME

GURU f)T H/S RSHRRRXft IN THE FOREST. ONE PM,

lie THEPEAMV A PRINCE IS
BAHETTTSAIME TO MASTER THE SIXTY-
WORTH FOUR ARTS ANP THE

PLAYING ? ART OF THIEVERY IS



omar chitra katha
VERV WELL, I'LL GCX\

A SO...voo BE THE THIEF...A
THIEE WHO IS HIDING FROM AND HIDE . LET’S SEE
THE KOTWAL. LET’S SEE HOW CLEVER. HOU
HOW CLEVER VOU ARE ARE AT TRACKING

AT IT FV  ME DOWN.
VAMAPANPA WENT /1NP HIP AHA ! A BROKEN | MUST BE
BNP THE PRINCE BEGAN TO TWIG | WHO CLOSE TO HIS
LOOK FOR HIM COULD HAVE ' HIDING-PLACE
TRAMPLED ISTTEEESETON 4B
GRASS ! SOME
GONE BV.

THE PRINCE SEARCHED WILL | HAVE TO

LONG AND HARD. BUT ADMIT DEFEAT

FINALLW —  jomeeoemmemeees AND PUT UP A
HE HAS CONCEALED WITH HIS
HIMSELF TOO BRAGGING

I~ WELL. r'



NO 'l WON'T.
NOT IF MY RUSE
M  WORKS.

r BUT ONE PAY WHEN
YOU ARE THE KOTWAL,
I WILL COMMIT A CRIME
YOU CANNOT SOLVE ANP

~SEE THAT YOU ARE y
HANGED. .X.

IF YOU EVER
MISBEHAVE
WHEN | AM
THE KOTWAL-.

VIDYUT CHORA

YOU HAVE WON,
YAMADANDA* YOU
HAVE WON THIS

TIME . j

Jghanged/\ |
M poyou )E
[ HEAR?y ?

... | WILL SEE
THAT YOU ARE
arrested AND
BEATEN UP!

At
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YES, | VO, INPEEP!
COME POWN ,
vamapanpa !

po you
HEAR ?

SEE HOW EASILY
I GOT YOU TO

SELF \

VOU SHOULP KEEP YOUR WITS

ABOUT YOU AT ALL TIMES,

YAMAPANPA. THAT'S WHAT /

| WOULP EXPECT FROM /
MY KOTWAL !



VIDYUT CHORA

THE HEARS PASSED. VIPYUT AMP AND YOU WILL /WAKE AN
HAMAPANDA FINISHED THEIR STUDIES AND EXCELLENT KOTWAL, YAMADANDA,
WERE READY TO LEAVE THEIR GURU’'S PROVIDED YOU KEEP YOUR
ASHRAMA.

WHEN VIDYUT RETURNED TO THE CAPITAL

| HAVE CROWN OLD.
I WISH TO SPEND
THE REST OF MV
, YEARS IN THE ftl
h FOREST.

YAMAPANDA'S FATHER TOO RENOUNCED THE
WORLD AND RETIRED TO THE FOREST.

RULE >
WELL AND
WISELY, MY » i'll have
< SON. . TO APPOINT
A NEW

' KOTWAL.
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WHEN TAMADANPA RECEIVED THE SUMMONS<-

THE PAV
I HAVE SEEN
PREAPING
HAS COME.

ARE THE KOTWAL,
I WILL COMMIT A
CRIME VOU CANNOT
SOLVE...AND SEE

THERE IS ONLV
ONE COURSE OPEN
TO ME... | MUST
LEAVE HIS
KINGPOM.

THAT VERT NIGHT,
tamadano a left.



VIDYUT CHORA

' SENP_SPIES TO ALL VIDYUT'S SPIES ROf)MED EVERYWHERE
THE NEIGHBOURING

KINGPOMS. FINP OUT
WHERE HE HAS
GONE. J ) . f

)T LAST ONE OF THEM MET WITH SUCCESS

HOU Sflv HE
IS IN THE SERVICE
OF THE KING
OF /KITHILA ?

VES,
MAHARAd



amar chiira katha

HE IS THE
KOTWAL.
WOU HAVE
DOME WELL -
YOU MAW GO
THE
KOTWAL
EH?

IT IS A LONG
TIME SINCE WE
PLAYEP THIEF
ANP KOTWAL,

VAMAPANPA,
VIPVUT ENTRUSTEP THE CARE OF HIE> KtINGPOM
70 Hie FAITHFUL MINISTER, PURUSHOTHAMA, ANP
HIS ADVISER , VAJRASENA HEODE, ANP SECRETCi
IT'S TIME
WE PLAYEP

AGAIN...THIS
TIME | WILL PLAY
THE THIEF.



VIDYUT CHORA

AS ROBBERY WAS ALMOST UNKNOWN\

NOBODY LOCKED THEIN- DOORS.

r WE HAD GONE ~
OUT ANP WHEN
WE RETURNED WE
FOUND THAT THE
HOUSE HAD BEEN

RANSACKED! "a

SO YAMADANDA, THE KOTWAL, WAS
SHOCKED WHEN A CITIZEN CAME ONE
DAY TO COMPLAIN OF A THEFT.

ALL MV WIFE'S
ORNAMENTS
ARE GONEJ

I WILL SEND
MV MEN
WITH YOU.

1
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PEOPLE ARE SAVING

THERE'S A GANG

OF CRIMINALS ON
THE LOOSE. £

ALL THE ROBBERIES
ARE THE WORK OF THE
SAME MAN.-AND WE'LL

CATCH HIM BEFORE
S LONG. /

I AM SURE
YOU WILL .
BUT...

VIDYUT CHORA

don't listen

TO RUMOURS

,» BUT SOME
OF THE PEOPLE
HERE ORE

GETTING

. RESTLESS. A

SARKARJ



arr.ar chitra katha

* IT WAS IN AN
IRON CHEST ON

MV VALUABLE NECK- N THE SEVENTH
LACE, SARVARUJAPAHARA, \% FLOOR...
BEEN STOLENf /, ~T .. AND"
ONLV | HAVE
THE KEV TO
THE CHEST.



VIDYUT CHORA
DO WHATEVER. IS

| USED TO GO I SHALL QUESTION
UP AND WORSHIP THE GUARDS NECESSARY,BUT GET
. AND--- BACK THAT NECKLACE

IT EVERV /MORNING,
BUT TODAY, WHEN
k | OPENED THE

INCHEST, THE
NECKLACE

IN™ WAS GONE 1

IF 1 DON'T BRING

...AND PRODUCE THE

THIEF BEFORE /ME. HIM BEFORE YOU

I HAVE NO DOUBT HE WITHIN SEVEN
DAYS, MAHffRAJ.

IS THE SAME /MAN
WHO IS HARASSING
V MY SUBJECTS. /

... YOU
MAY
HANG ME

13



amar chitra katha
IN THE NEXT FEW PAIS, HAMAPANPA QUESTIONED HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE IN THE
HOPE OF UNEPRTHING) SOME INFORMATION THAT COULD LEAD TO THE
CAPTURE OF THE THIEF...

ONLY A PERSON

.. BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS
WHO HAS WASTEREP

ONE WOULP THE ART OF
THINK | WAS KARAPATAVIPYA* y
HUNTING COULP BE SO y J
A PHANTOM. ELUSIVE. AS&Mbm

AND | KNOW COULP HE HAVE

OF ONLY ONE FOLLOWED
WHO HAS ME HERE T
MASTERED r¢( TO.. J

r THAT ART.

OH,
A TOPPY

SHOP | .



VIDYUT CHORA

i - HAS ANY
i | PON'T KNOW ~ ARE YOU JHIAS ANY
HOW | MISSEP THE
IT... | THOUGHT OWNER? BLEAETNELF:(EEE
| HAP COVEREP .
, ALL THE TOPpy %TRAI\CI:GER’?
SHOPS. i NO. EXCEPT,’
OF COURSE,
THE PWARF.

HE'S GONE | HE WAS

PWARF 2 THAT FELLOW HERE A MOMENT AGO...
' OVER. THERE. A SMALL MISSHAPEN

FELLOW. . HE HAS BEEN
COMING REGULARLY FOR
THE LAST FEW PAYS.y

. A SMALL
MISSHAPEN
FELLOW...

15 CONTO-ON PAGE 19



WHERE IS THE
POTTER'S. HOUSE?)

JUST ROUNP
THE CORNER

PIP VOU SEE
ft PWARF ON
VOUR WAV

X. HERE? 'y VES.NEAR

THE POTTER'S
HOUSE, y



OUT OF
MV WAV |

IF I LOSE
HIM, I'LL
LOSE MV
, HEAP-

I'LL FOLLOW
HIM TO HIS
HIPEOUT. ,

amar cHitra katha
I'M LOOKING

FOR A
PWARF-

HE WENT
THAT
WAV.

HE'S CROSSING

THE STREAM.—

WITHOUT
TOUCHING
THE WATER.



VIDYUT CHORA

I MUST
NOT LET HIM
GET AWAV-

WAIT!

aaah!

21



yoOuU ARE
UNPER
ARREST.

UNPER
ARREST ?
WHAT

1 FOR?

(TOME ON |
DON'T WASTE
My TIME J

amar chitra katha

BUT I'VE NEVER
ROBBEP A SOUL
IN My LIFE J

OH,yES ? N
WHy pip you
TRy TO RUN
AWAy THEN ?

TAMADANDA TOOK THE DWARF

TO THE KING.

HERE IS THE
THIEF,
MAHARAJ.

22

L

I'M NO
. thief!



VIDYUT CHORA

23



THIS IS HIS
TRUE FORM

MV TRUE
FORM ? | HAVE
BEEN A DWARF

ALL MV LIFE

. IF IT’S GOING TO
HANG ME FOR
SOMETHING | DIDN'T
DO, | DON'T WANT

vou've given
ME A WONDERFUL.
NEW BODV,NO
< DOUBT. BUT... j

n THIS PASTE IS CALLED
GHUTIKANdANA AND IS WELL
KNOWN TO THOSE WHO HAVE TO
DEAL WITH THIEVES .THIEVES
WHO HAVE MASTERED THE
ART. 4gja

24



VIDYUT CHORA

IT CAN CHANGE
ANYONE INTO A

PWAREt I'LL

pemonstrate

HOW IT WORKS-

PON'T
&E AFRAIP

a u w i AMAZING |



amar chifra katha

. AND THE MftIP REGAINED HER. I'M CONVINCED.
ORIGINAL FORM. k--—mmmmmmmmmemmeeee- i TAKE HIM AWAY
AND INTERROGATE
HIM. n
THE GAME HAS WHAT ARE YOU ARE THE KOTWAL
GONE TOO FAR, YOU TALKING I, THE ACCUSED.
MAHARAJ . LET’S ABOUT ? DO yOUR DUTY. \
TELL THE KING
THE WHOLE

STORY. .--is

26



VIDYUT CHORA

I'LL SEE THAT YOU SET
OFF LIGHTLY IF YOU TELL
ME WHERE YOU'VE
V HIPPEN THE LOOT.
WHAT
LOOT?

27
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THROUGHOUT THE INTERROGATION, VIPYUT AND AS THE NIGHT WORE ON, YAMAPANPA

MAINTAINED THAT HE WAS INNOCENT.

PIT MIDNIGHT,
THE SEVEN PAYS
WILL BE UP.

VIDYUT PIP NOT CONFESS. AND THE NEXT

MORNING f i 7
I'VE FAILED TO
RECOVER THE
NECKLACE AND
TO BRINS THE
THIEF BEFORE
\% YOU.

BEGAN TO FEEL ANXIOUS . r—p>------m-mmmmmm «=r-

MY ONLY HOPE
IS THAT VIDYUT
CONFESSES

[ BY PAWN. )

BUT THOUGH
YAMAPANPA'S MEN
TRIED HARP TO FORCE
A CONFESSION OUT OF
VIDYUT THEY DIP NOT
SUCCEED.

I AM READY FOR
MY PUNISHMENT. MY
LAST WISH IS THAT

THE PRISONER
k SHOULD s E

~ RELEASED.»

IT SHALL
BE PONE

THE KOTWAL WAS
LED TO THE -
GALLOWS. K

THE HANGMAN
PUT THE NOOSE
AROUND HIS
NECK...



29



THE TREASURE IS SAFE
IT IS IN A CAVE NEAR
THE RIVER WHERE

N. I WAS CAUGHT.

I SHALL
SENP MV
MEN TO
FETCH IT.

I WAS ONLY
REDEEMING A
PLEDGE | MADE
SEVERAL YEARS

AGO---

30

' BUT MY CURIOSITY
IS AROUSEP- WHY
SHOULD A THIEF WHO
HAS BEEN RELEASED
COME BACK TO

CONFESS?
|AM NOT A
PROFESSIONAL
THIEF. /
. IN OUR
CHILDHOOD,

RNP VIDYUT TOLD THE
KINC, THE WHOLE STOKV



VIDYUT CHORA
JUST THEN

IS HE TELLING

THE TRUTH ? OR

15 THIS A CLEVER
RUSE TO SAVE
THE KOTWAL?

MAHARAJ t

| HAVE A MESSAGE
FOR VOU FROM 50 HE IS
VAURASENA. > INPEEP
A KING |



amar chitra katha

YOU MUST COME I WILL. WITH
AGAIN... AS MV PLEASURE.

V guest”
BUT NOW 1MUST
BEG A FAVOUR OF WELL, YAMAPANPA
VOU , MAHARAd . WOULP YOU LIKE
PLEASE ALLOW TO RETURN WITH
YAMAPANPA V. VOUR KING?
TO RETURN | WouLP
WITH ME. :
MAHARAd

' TiIMPIPFtNPA RNP VtOTUT RETURNEP TO

THEIR OWN KIN6POM. THERE, BEFORE LONG,
VIPTOT CROWNEP H/S FRIENP RNP RENREu
TO THE FOREST. HE CFtME TO BE KNOWN RS

SftGE VIPyUT CHORE. ;

32



