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MRAMDITVAS
THRONE

INDRA, KIN(5 OF THE <SODS,HAD PLEASED SHIVA. AS A REWARD
SHIVA 6AVE HIM AN EXQUISITE THRONE.
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INDRft TREASURED THE THRONE

I5SHALL NEVER PART WITH
IT, EXCEPT TO SOME-qr-'

" ONE MORE WORTHY

K O F IT THAN I.



PPiRVPfn RELENTED. ( THIS THRONE WILL REACH THE EARTH IN THE
REI6N OF RAJA VIKRAMADITYA.CENTURIES
LATER IT WILL BE FOUND BY RAJA BHOJA.
WHEN HE TRIES TO MOUNT IT YOU WILL STOP
HIM AND TELL HIM STORIES FROM THE LIFE /
OF VIfCRAMADITYA. IF HE IS MA6NAN-

IMOU5 ENOUGH TO HEAR ALL

S OF YOU OUT,YOU WILL BE
V FREE OF THIS CURSE. A



DEAREST, YOU
ARE MY VERY
v LIFE. n






THE MAID (5AVE IT TO HER
LOVER.- A COWHERD.BUT -
THE STABLE-BOY, UNFAITHFUL TO

THE QUEEN, GAVE IT TO HIS
BELOVED —A MAID.

f 1SHALL GIVE THIS MAOIC
FRUIT TO MY BELOVED,
WHO FAITHFULLY CARRIES
DEAREST, EAT TH15 FRUIT. THE COW-DUNG FOR ME.
AND | CAN BE SURE THAT
DEATH WILL NOT SNATCH
YOU FROM ME. £

THE e/RL WHO CARRIED THE 5HE THREW THE FRUIT ON TOP

COW-DUN6 WAS OVERJOYED. OF HER BASKETOF DUNG AND
WALKED MERRILY DOWN THE

I SHALL GO
HOME AND
BATHE, BEFORE
EATING THE
FRUIT.



AFTER. CONFIRMING) THAT IT WAS THE

OUST THEN BHARTRIHARI, OUT ON
5AME FRUIT,HE SENT FOR ANANGASENA.

A HUNT, PASSED THAT WAY.

HE CALLED HIS BROTHER
WHEN BHARTRIHARI LEARNT THE V/IKRAMAD/TYA TO HIM.
TRUTH HE WAS UTTERLY DISGUSTED
WITH THE WORLD. | HAVE DECIDED TO
BECOME AN ASCETIC.

THERE IS NO GREATER ENEMY THAN YOU SHALL REION IN
ATTACHMENT, AND NO GREATER MY PLACE.
HAPPINESS THAN RENUNCIATION.
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V/IKRA/AADITYA BECAME KING. HE RULED HI5 KINGDOM WELL, PLEASING ALL HIS
SUBJECTS AND ATTENDING TO \

EVERY SMALL REQUEST

OF THEIRS.

* H GHOST OR DEMON THAT INHABITS CORPSES



WHEN V/KRAMADITYA REFUSED TO
ANSWER-

S CERTAIN KINS HAD A SON, " THE KING'S SON COMMANDED THE

WHO WHILE ON A HUNT, CAME BRAHMAN TO HOLD HIS HORSE
UPON A BRAHMAN PERFORMING) WHILE HE DRANIC WATER. THE
RELIGIOUS RITES ON THE BANK BRAHMAN REFUSED.”



" THE PRINCE, ENRAGED, STRUCK. HIM
WITH HIS WH/P. THEBRAHMAN RAN
AND COMPLAINED TO THE ICING. THE
KING WAS ANGRY. HE COMMANDED
THAT THE HAND WHICH STRUCK.
THE BRAHMAN BE CUT OFF. ”

HEARING THESE WORDS THE KING
FORGAVE THE PRINCE AND THE
BRAHMAN RETURNED HOME?’

“AS THE ORDER WAS ABOUT TO BE
CARRIED OUT THE BRAHMAN
RELENTED AND INTERVENED SAVING,
‘O KING THE PRINCE ACTED OUT OF
IGNORANCE./AM SURE HE WILLNOT
REPEAT THIS CRIME.FOR MY SAKE
LET HIM BE PARDONED*

TELL MEO ICING,OF THE TWO,THE
BRAHMAIS AND THE KIN6,W HOVWAS.
MORE VIRTUOUS ?

THE ICIN6M
OF course!



THE MOMENT I//KRAMADITYA
SPOKE,THE VETALA DISAPPEARED
FROM HIS SHOULDER AND WAS
BACK. ON THE TREE.

IN THIS WAY THE VETALA TOLD
24 STORIES AND 24 TIMES
VIKRAMAD/TYA BROKE THE SILENCE
AND REPLIED. BUT WHEN THE 25TH
STORY WAS TOLD V/KRft/MD/TYA
DID NOTKNOW THE ANSWER TO
THE GHOUL'S QUESTION AND
DID NOT SPEAK A WORD. THE
GHOUL WAS FORCED TO STM
ON HIS SHOULDER
AND COULD NOT
ESCAPE BACK.
TO HIS TREE.
"THIS KINS  ~
IS COURAGEOUS,
CLEVER AND
COMPASSIONATE.
I MUST WARN
HIM OF THE
SORCERER

BUT VIKRAMADITYA WENT AFTER HIM
AND ONCE A&A/N PLACED HIM ON
HIS SHOULDER.

| SHALL TELL YOU
ANOTHER STORY.
BUT YOU MUST
ANSWER MY
QUESTION
WHEN | FINISH.
OR ELSE...

Im

O (CIN6, THE
SORCERER
INTENDS
TO KILL
YOU.
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WHEN YOU TAKE
ME TO HIM HE
WILL ASK YOU TO
BOW BEFORE THE
SACRIFICIAL FIRE.
WHEN YOU DO
SO HE WILL
SLAY YOU.

EI/ERVTH/NG HAPPENED AS THE
VETALA HAD WARNED. i--m-mmmmmmmmm

NOW BOW TO THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE

YOU WILL HAVE TO

SHOW ME HOW. A
BEING A KING

\ | HAVE NEVER 13

\ BOWED / J5

\ BEFORE, r* %

AS SOON AS THE SORCERER WAS SLAIN THE VETALA BECAME A BRAHMAN
AND MADE AN OFFERING OF THE SORCERER'S HEAD. THEN -

YOU HAVE MADE THE EIGHT-FOLD
.PROSPERITY YOURS. WHAT WILL
YOU HAVE FROM ME?



THE MAG6NANIMOUS VIKRAMADITYA

SOON VIKRPIMKDITYrfe FAME
WAS READY WITH HIS REQUEST.

SPREAD FftR AND WIDE AND Hie

SUBJECTS LOVED AND RESPECTED
HIM.

THERE IS NO
KING AS GREAT

AS OURS.
IN heaven INDRA WAS HE SENT FOR RftMBHF) FIND URVASHI,
W OR.R.IED. TWO OF THE BEST ftP SfiR fi DANCERS
THE AUSTERITIES OF OF HIS COURT.
;/IASSEVAA'\QERQET&?WNG THE MORE SKILFUL OF YOU
TWO MUST SO TO VISHWAMITRA'S
IsNoT(EIL\ISBEURTr\TEUYPVTVlLLEL GROVE AND DISTURB HIS
SOON BURN UP PENANCE .YOU W/LL BE

WELL REWARDED IF
VOU SUCCEED.
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THE <30De WERE SO DELIGHTED WITH THE DANCING OF BOTH THAT THEY

COULD NOT MAKE UP THEIR MINDS.THE SAGE NARADA ATLAST MPtDE A
SUGGESTION.

INDRA SENT FOR MFITALI HIS INIKRAMADITYA, ALOVER OF THE
CHARIOTEER. ‘e y ARTS,NATURALLY ACCEPTED THE

INVITATION.HE RETURNED WITH
60 TO KINS VIKRAMADITYA/ MATAL! IN HIS CHARIOT.

OF UJJAINIL INVITE HIM,
ON MY BEHALF, TO MY
COURT TO JUDOE A
DANCING6 COMPETITION.



THE GREAT DAY DAWNED AND BOTH ARTISTES GAVEOF THEIR BEST:

VIKRAMADITVA EXPLAINED f)ND
INDRPI WAS PLEASED BY HIS
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT.

YOUR PECISION SHOWS
KNOWLEDG6E AND \NSIGHT.



TAKING LEAVE OFINDRFI, VKRRMFDITYA RETURNED TO UJJPIINI WITH
ALL HIS GIFTS. THERE HE SET UP THE THRONE AND ON AN
AUSPICIOUS DAY MOUNTED IT. m e ~ZIKL



FROM THE DAY HE MOUNTED THE THRONE,HIS RULE WAS GLORIOUS IN
EVERY WAY.HE WAS THE OVERLORD OF ALL THE KINGS ON EARTH.HE
VANQUISHED ALL EVIL MEN. POVERTY WAS UNKNOWN AND FAMINE
AND GRIEF UNHEARD OF. SAVANTS AND SCHOLARS PROSPERED
UNDER HIS PATRONAGE.



THEN SUDDENLY,DAY AFTER DAY,A NUMBER. OF EV/L OMENS STRUCK. UJJA/N/.

ONLY THEN DID V/KRF)/V)PIDITYf) REMEMBER F\N INCIDENT WHICH HAD
OCCURRED YEARS FKbO. HE HAD PLEASED SHIVA WITH HIS PENANCE .S O -



HE TOLD THE ASTROLOGER. ABOUT IT. THE WAYS OF DESTINY
ARE MYSTERIOUS.

| THOUGHT THI5 BOON THE OMENG6 BEG6PEAK
WOULD MAKE ME IMMORTAL L THE BIRTH OF A
FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE your foe. *3

THAT A TWO-AND-A-HALF-
jk YEAR-OLD GIRL COULD A
SOEVER BEAR A SON.

VIKRfiIMADITYA IMMEDIATELY SUMMONED THE VETALA DID AB HE WAS

THE VETALA PIND TOLD HIM ALL. TOLD.AT LAST HE CAME TO
PRAT/SHTHANA TO THE HOUSE

OFA POTTER.

ROAM THE WHOLE
WORLD TILL YOU
LOCATE THE BOY.

THEN COME PRAY WHO
BACK TO ME. IS THIS
LITTLE BOY'
MY BON
S5HALIVA-

HANA.






A FEW HOURS5 LATER V/KRAMADtTYA, UNABLE TO BEAR THE PAIN, DIED.AFTER HIS
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THE CITY OF DHARfi REPLACED UJJP/N/ PS THE CAPITAL CITY. IT WPS RULED
BY RPJP BHOJPt, P JUE>T, CPPP&LE PND BELOVED KING.

HE 3E6PN LOOKING FOR. Pi GOOD VPNTP&E POINT.

AH ! HERE le'A MOUND RIOHT IN
THE CENTRE OF IT. I'LL BUILD A
PLATFORM FROM WHICH I'LL

ih —iVv WATCH THE FJELD.



ONE DAY, RAJA B8HOJA.OUT ON A THE BRAHMAN WHO WAS WATCHING

HUNTING EXPEDITION, PASSED BY THEM FROM THE PLATFORM HEARD
THE FIELD. THEM. |
HOW JUICY AND THICK — - 10 KING, COAAE WITH
THESE CAINES ARE. YOUR FOLLOWERS5.BE MY
THEY MUST BE GUESTS. QUENCH YOUR
\% delicious! y THIRST ON THIS JUICY
SUB6ARCANE.

JUST THEN THE BRAHMAN
CAME DOWN TO

SHOO AWAY SOME
CROWS,j

THE THIRSTY MEN WERE ONLY
WAITING FOR THE INVITATION.



THE MOMENT

he me on O KINS, HOW CAN YOU BE SO WICKED.
LEVEL YOU ARE THE PROTECTOR OF THE
&R.OUND- WEAK..WILL YOU DESTROY A POOR

BRAHMAN’'S CROPS5 ?

BY THEN THE BRPIHMPN HAD MOUNTED THE PLATFORM fiePHN.

HE CALLED OUT TO THEM.
0] KIN6 b WHERE ARE YOU

GOING f WHY DO YOU REFUSE
MY HOSPITALITY COME
BACK AND...



RAJA BHOJA WAS NOW CONWNCED THAT THERE WAS
SOMETHING UNUSUAL ABOUT THE PLATFORM.

HE WENT UP TO THE BRAHMAN.

I WISH TO BUY THIS FIELD
FROM YOU. HOW MUCH AS MUCH AS YOU
S 15 IT WORTH ? y DEEM FIT.

mwn "8
Ar



BUT WHEN THEY TRIED TO REMOVE THE THRONE, TRY AS THEY MIGHT

THEY COULD NOT SHIFT IT AN INCH. . '

W \\v
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RAJA BHOJA CONSULTED HIS MINISTER.

7 THI5 MUST BE A DIVINE #
THRONE .IT WILL HAVE TO
BE HONOURED WITH SACRED
RITUALS IF IT 15TO BE
MOVED AND IF IT 15 NOT TO

BRIN<S VOU ILL-LUCK.

SO THE OFFERINGS WERE MADE AND THE
THRPNE WAS SHIFTED WITH EASE.

RAJA BHOJA HAD IT CARRIED TO DHARA WHERE IT WAS PLACED IN A SPECIALLY
BUILT HALL.
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RAJA BHOJA WAS ASTONISHED
AND ASHAMED, i-----------

1
YOU ARE RISHT. ONE WHO
PRAISES HIS OWN VIRTUES
IS NO BETTER THAN A
FOOL.DO TELL ME OF THE
MAGNANIMITY
OF HIM TO
WHOM THIS
THRONE
BELONGED.

IN THIS) MANNER. RAJA BHOJA MADE THIRTY-TWO ATTEMPTS TO MOUNT THE THRONE.
EACH TIME A STATUE TOLD HIM A STORY DESCRIBING THE MAGNANIMITY OF RAJA
VIKRAMADITYA.HE HAD TO HONESTLY ADMIT TO HIMSELF THAT

HE WAS NOWHERE NEAR THE GREAT VIK.RAMADITYA AS FAR
RS KINGLY VIRTUES WENT.



AT LAST AFTER THE THIRTY-SECOND STATUE HAD TOLD ITS STORY ABOUT
RAJA VIKRAMADITYA'S GREATNESS AND RAJA BHOJA HAD PATIENTLY AND
HUMBLY HEARD /T -r-

DO MOT REMAIN SILENT. YOU TOO

ARE A GREAT,GLORIOUS,6ENEROUS

ICING. YOUR PATIENCE AND N
MAGNANIMITY HAVE RELEASED
L. US FROM A CURSE. M m
RAJA BHOJA WAS UTTERLY THEY TOLD HIIV\ ALL ABOUT PARVATIS
BEWILDERED, F-----------mmmmemm- c- CURSE AND HOW SHE HAD RELENTED.
THEN -
FROM WHAT CURSE ?HOW
HAVE | HELPED YOU? > IS THERE ANY
WISH OF
YOURS THAT
BY LISTENING WE CAIN
PATIENTLY TO FULFIL f

OUR TALES ON

THE VIRTUES
OF RAJA

VIKRAMADITYA.
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RAJA BHOJA PLACED THE THRONE IN A SHRINE INLAID W/TH BRIGHT GOLD
AND THE NINE PRECIOUS GEMS.UPON IT HE PLACED THE IMAGES OF SHIVA
AND PARVfiTl AND WORSHIPPED BOTH, THE THRONE AND THE DEITIES.

THEN MOUNTING THE THRONE HE RULED WISELY AND
WELL TILL THE END OF HIS DAYS.
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