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The Vetala Panchavimshati is a collection of 
stories involving a vetala (a spirit that haunts 
corpses) and a legendary king, King Vikrama- 
ditya of Ujjaini. The king, for certain reasons, 
had to fetch the vetala, and to fetch him in, total 
silence. The vetala insisted on telling stories 
and demanding answers to the problems these 
stories posed. Being wise, Vikramaditya knew 
all the answers. Knowing them, he had to 
answer. Answering, he broke the silence 
imposed upon him, thus letting the vetala 
escape again and again to his perch on a near
by tree.

The result is a collection of stories that raise 
questions of justice, fair play, character, good 
and bad, etc. that trouble most people in their 
journey through life.

CHATURANG KATHA has already brought you 
the first vetala story-PADMAVATI. In this issue 
we bring you two more-VIRVAR and MADHU- 
MAVATI.
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WRVAR

KING VIK.R.AMADITYA OF UUJA/N/ WAS ON A FEARSOME AND 
DIFFICULT ERR.AND. TO PLEDGE A N  EXACTING ASCETIC,HE  
HAD AGREED TO FETCH A VETALA FROM A NEARBY CEMETERY, 
WHILE DOING GO, HE HAD TV OBSERVE STRICT S ILE N C E .

TO KEEP S ILE N T WAS N O T EASY. THE VETALA W OULD TELL STORIES THAT 
POSED A RIDDLE. THE K IN G , IF  HE KN EW  THE ANSWER,WAS BOUND TO 
SPEAK. IF HE DID N O T ANSWER,THE CON- F 
SEQUENCES WOULD BE D IR E . / »r— — »SEQUENCES WOULD & £ D IR E r  i WONDER- 

HOW MANY MORE 
TIM E S  I W IL L  

HAVE TO COME 
BACK FOR T H IS  
V E T A L A .I K N EW  

, THE A N S W E R  
i  TO H IS  LA S T j 

R ID D L E ! /

I W ILL BREAK 
YOUR HEAD 
IN TO  A 1000  

PIECES! j



TH E VETA LA  C LEARED  H IS  
TH R O AT A N D  S E D A N  —

L I5TE N , O K IN G ,TO  
THE STORY OF . 

Sv R U P S E N . /

FiX LEAST MIG V>0<> 
STORIES A RE T  j f  

INTERESTING. /

R U P S E N  W AS A K /N O  W HO R U LE D  FROM  THE C/TY OF VARDHAMANA. 
ONE DAY, AS HE RESTED IN  A N  APARTMENT ADJOINING THE PALACE 6ATES

WHAT 15 
G O IN G  ON AT 
TH E  G A TE S ?

I W ILL  F IN D  
OUT, Y O U R  

M A JE S T Y ,



THE GATEKEEPER Wt9S ASKED FOR AN EXPLANATION.

MY LO R D ,
VOUR PALACE \  
GATES ATTRACT 
M A N Y  PASSERS-BY. 
THEY COME FOR 
A LM S,O R  JU&T TO 
W HILE AWAY AN y 

IDLE H O U R . A
IS THERE A N Y O N E ^  
SEEKING SPECIAL 
AUDIENCE W ITH ME?.

AS A M ATTER OF 
THERE IS . AN ARA 
SOLDIER OF FORI 
W HO W ISHES

A G UARD RETURNED WITH THE M A N .

I HEAR THAT YOU 
DESIRE TO SERVE 
M E .W H AT IS YOUR 
N A M E ?  WHAT 
FEE DO YOU M l
e * p e c t ? J l \ \

MY NAME IS VIRVAR.
I W OULD LIKE  A 

lOOO TOLAS OF GOLD 
TO BE GIVEN TO ME . 
’ /v A EVERY DAY. A

THE K IN G  WAS AMAZED. M Y  W IF E ,M Y  
SON A N D  M Y 

D AUG HTER.HOW M A N Y  
D EPEN D AN TS 
DO YOU . 

H A V E ?  A



THERE WHS ft BURST OF LAUGHTER

HE M UST 
BE M A D .

HE DEMANDS 1 
A LARGE GUM 
AND TH EN  

DECLARES HE 
HAS HARDLY 
ANYONE TO £  
SUPPORT] vfq

B U T SOMETHING/ IN  V lR V ftR 'S  FftC E ftN D  BEHRING INSPIRED THE K IN G 'S  
CONFIDENCE . V........j ..............  7TTTTI I— -------------ST---------7-------- ------------ — V

HE HAS N O T 
THROW N ME 

l  OUT. THERE 
v \  IS  HOPE, j

I AM SURE HE ^  
W ILL NOT MISUSE 

TH E FUNDS, r f

THE KING  CELLED FOR THE TREASURER

~  I HAVE 1  
DECIDED 
TO EMPLOY 

V IR V A R . .

V/RVAR RECEIVED H IS  FIRST 
7 0 0 0  TOLAS AND W ENT 
HOME,FULL OF PLANS.



ON REACHING HOME,HE GAVE HIG WIFE THE GLAD NEWS,

5 0 0  TOLAS SHOULD BE 
DISTRIBUTED AM ONGST 
DESER VIN G  BRAHMANS. 2 3 0  TO LA S

r  S H O U LD  LOOK ^  
AFTER, THE NEEDS OF 
P IL G R IM S , DEVOTEES 

A N D  R E L IG IO U S  
^  M E N D IC AN TS... A

A N D  £ 5 0  TO LAS SHOULD DO 
T O  FEED THE PO O R  O F  THE 

C ITY A N D  A LS O  M E E T OUR 
HUMBLE NEEDS.

THE K IN G  H A D  JU D G E D  H IM  CORRECTLY. V/RVAR 
WAG N O T LO O K IN G  FO R  P E R G O N A L G A IN .



V/RVflR. WES EVER. M IN D FU L O F  
HIS MASTER'S N E E D S , j--------------

V IRVAR, 
l A M

RESTLESS.

/ Y O U R  M AJESTY, 
f  i W IL L  GET THE 
COURT M U SIC IAN S 

TO PLAY YOU 
. S O O TH IN G  MUSIC

3 Y  N /O H T , H E  W O U LD  M O U N T  S U fiR D  
OVER THE K IN S ’S  COUCH . THE K IN S  H3D  
O N LY TO S T/R  — fWl, m U M m  j| I , . ,

IS ANYBODY 
, TH E R E ?

Y O U R . > 
MAJESTY, 
VIRVAR 
W AITS  ON 

YOU. >

soon, viRvHR. was aN
INVRLUaBLE PRRT OF THE 
ROYHL H O U S EH O LD .

r / J  HE 15 ALWAYS 
J THERE W HEN 
NEEDED. BUT H IS  
TOTAL LOYALTY < 

L HAS S TILL TO J  
\  8E  TESTED. J



THE O P PO & TU N iry SOON A R O & E . O N E DARK. 
NIGHT, THE K IN G  CALLED O U T — M M m M

r  YOUR- ^  
M AJESTY, 

WHAT 15 IT?
WHAT CAN 

,  ID O ?  a
VlRVAR-
VIRVAR

THAT AW FUL 
W A IL IN G  — 
I C A N N O T 
GET TO 
SLEEP. 

C AN ’T  YOU 
H E A R  IT ?

W T  Y E S , IN D E ED , 
f  YOUR M A JE STY . 

IT IS T H E  VOICE 
O F A W O M A N  IN  

D IS T R E S S . IT 
S E E M S  TO COME 

FROM THE BURNING 
Y  G R O U N D S . .



THE K IN G  MOVED O U T O N  TO THE 
BALCONY OF HIS BEDCHAMBER..

THIS)
W ILL TEST V f  
HI 5  LOYALTY. V  
MOST MEN ^  
WOULD HE51- * 
TATE TO 6 0  TO 
THE CEMETERY 

AT MIGHT, /
r  l M U S T ^  

K N O W  WHAT 
SHE IS WAILING 

ABOUT. .

I//RVAR DID N O T HESITATE

^  YOUR ^  
M A JE STY ,

I SHALL GO 
IMMEDIATELY.

AND HE SET OFF, CLOSELY 
FOLLOWED BY THE KING 

IN DISGUISE.

THE HOWL OF JACKALS AN D  THE WEIRD , FLICKERING LIG H T FROM 
THE BURNING PYRES MADE V/RVAR SHUDDER  . A S  HE PROCEEDED

I CAN NO 1 
LONGER HEAR 
THE JACKALS -  
SO LOUD ARE 
HER C RIES.



SUDDENLY, //V THE FLftRE OF ft NEFF6 Y PYRE HE SBW

r  WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN 

AND SO RICHLY 
D R E S S E D ! WHAT 
ON EARTH COULD 
SHE BE DOING? f  

K  HERE ? y J '

f tS  HE STOOD O ft P IN S  y S H E  FLU  N O  H EP HR M S  AND  
.LESS ftB O U T HM D BERT HER HEED REPEATEDLY.

ALAS!
ALAS:

VfRVftP TOOK HIS COUPftSE iN  BOTH HftNDB

W HO
ARE YOU ? 1  
WHAT GREAT 
CALAM ITY 
HAS OVER
TAKEN YO U ?

r  I A M  TH E ^
ROYAL GLORY

A N D  I AM  
THREATENED WITH 

EXTINCTION. <



UlRVflR WftS PUZZ.LED YES. I CANNOT N 
BEAR IT. I HAVE 
HAD SUCH GOOD 
T IM E S  IN  THE 

K IN G D O M  OF 
VARDHAMANA I

DO I UNDERSTAND 
YOU TO SAY THAT 
K IN G  R U P S E N ’ S 

G L O R IO U S  R E IG N  
W IL L  S O O N  COME 

V  TO  AN  END ?  v

VtRVflR  SILENCED HER. W ITH f t  GESTURE,

J  C O R R U PTIO N  
'  A N D  VICE ARE 

R AM PAN T. M IS 
FORTUNE W ILL FOL

LOW. KING RUPSEN 
WILL DIE A

M O N TH  FROM NOW . 
. M A R K  M Y  WORDS)

CALM YOUR- N 
SELF, W O M A N . 
W HAT EXACTLY 

DO VOU ^  
P R E D IC T ?  a



VIRVAR WAS BY NOW  WIDE AW AKE A N D  FULLS ALERT.

IS  THERE MO WAV OF 
AVERTING) TH IS  

D ISASTER .? I W AN T 
K IN G  RUPSEN TO LIVE 

^ A H U N D R E D  VEARS.

THE APPARITION STOPPED HER W ILD  PRANCING  
A N D  LED H IM  TO A NEARBY TREE. r---------------—

r  H O W  C A N  ^  
I CH AN G E TH E  

W AV S  OF DESTINV?
v  h o w e v e r  . . . a

IT IS A LL IN  
V O U R  HAND S

J E / h o w ?TH E R E  IS  A T E M P L E  
TO DEVI E IG H T 

M IL E S  FR O M  H E R E , 
AS VOU G O  EAST. 

VOU M U S T  PLACATE 
TH E  G O D D E S S  OF /  

TH A T T E M P LE . j M



THE APPAR ITIO N  PAU SED  D R A M A T IC A LLY . V/RS/AR FELT 
A S L IG H T  TW IN G E O F  FEAR FOR THE FIRST TIM E.

YOU M U S T , f  
W ITH YOUR- \ 
O W N  H A N D S , 
CHOP OFF YOUR 
S O N ’S H E A D . 
THAT IS  THE 
PRICE THAT 

DE5TIN Y DE- i  
M A N D S  FOR /  
THE K IN G ’ S  /  
L O N G  L I F E . /

S H E  H A S  V A N IS H E D , 
A N D  1 AM  LEFT W ITH 
T H IS  HEAVY BU RD EN  
OF R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y ]
I M U S T  6 0  H O M E r-s 

- t  AT O N C E . rU  ZR

I W O N D E R  W HAT 
H E W IL L  D O . W IL L  
A FATHER’ S  LOVE 
W IN  O V E R  T H E  

C A L L  O F  D U T Y  ?  A



THE KING FOLLOWED V/RVHR H O M E. HE 
COULD HEAR HIM TALKING TO H/& WIFE.

WAKE UP! 
LISTEN ...

FIND VIRVAR TOLD HER ALL 
THAT HAD HAPPENED.

THE WIFE WOKE UP THEIR GON AND
TOLD HIM

SON, YOUR FATHER. 
HAS TO SACRIFICE 
VOU . IT IS IMPORT- J 
A NT THAT THE A  
ICING LIVES.

■TK MOTHER, FIR5TLY, ^  
r  I CANNOT DISOBEY YOU; 
SECONDLY, IT IS IN THE 
KING’S SERVICE5THIRDLY.

I AM HONOURED TO 
L  BE A SACRIFICE 
^  TO DEVI.



r  MY PEAR HUSBAND, 
YOUR WELFARE DEPENDS 

ON THE KINO ’S WELFARE. 
AND YOUR WELFARE 

SHOULD BE AAV A 
O N LV C O N C E R N . .^

V/RVFR TURNED TO HIS WIFE.

IF VOU AGREE, AND 
ONLV IF VOU DO, 
WILL I PERFORM , 

.THIS AWFUL DUTY. J

FIND TALKING O F  R IGHTS AND  
DUTIES,THEY MADE THEIR WAY TO 
THE TEMPLE O F  DEVI. THE KING  
FOLLOW ED F T  A DISTANCE, THOUGH 
W ITHIN EARSHOT, n---------------------- h| | M.

IF MOTHER, 
FATHER AND 
K IN O  CANNOT 
PROTECT U S , 
WHO W IL L ?  ,



1//RVHR ENTERED THE TEMPLE,PREYED  
FOR THE K IN G ’S LONG LIFE HND HPPPY 
REIGN END SWIFTLY CUT OFF HIS S O N ’S 
HEED, t-------- —^ ----- ™ — -------- WTTHfT̂TfWTffl

I DO MOT 
WISH TO 

L IV E .

VIRVftR. LOOKED PT THE LIFELESS BOD- 
tES OF H IS  NEfiR. FIND DEPP ONES.

THEN

I CANNOT 
LIVE W ITHOUT 

MV CHILDREN.

WHY SHOULD I >  
L IV E ? MV DUTY IS 
DONE; BESIDES,
I HAVE NO ONE AND 
NOTHING TO LIVE > 

W  F O R . X

PND H E TOO CHOPPED 
O FF H IS  HERD.



THE K IN G  ENTERED THE TEMPLE 
FIND STOOD fiG H fiS T . mmgmmmmm

~  ALL TH IS  1 
FOR M E ?  I AM 

NOT FIT TO 
^  L IV E ! A

MOTHER, IF YOU W IS H  TO  
R EW AR D  AAE, B R IN G  
TH E S E  GOOD S O U LS  J  
BACK TO L IF E .

3 U T  JU S T  PS H E  RJfilSED IT , THE 
GODDESS fiPPEfiRED , HER HfiND  
RfilSED IN  BLESSING A— WB------ 1

I A/VI PLEASED 
W ITH  Y O U R  

H U M IL IT Y . 
A S K  M E  FOR 

. A BO O N . A

THE GODDESS VfiNISH-
JJj ED FROM SIGHT.



a n d  s o o n  r e t u r n e d  w it h  h o l y  w a t e r

THIS W ILL 
REVIVE 

. T H E M .

O N E  0 Y  O N E , THEY SPR AN G  TO L IF E , WHOLE 
A N D  UNHARMED. THE KING TURNED TO VtRVAR

HALF MY KINGDOM 
15 Y O U R S . YOU 
DESERVE NO A 
LESS,M Y LOYAL J  

,  SERVANT. X '

m m  l o n g
LIVE MY 

% \ \  K IN G !

THE STO RY H A V IN G  E N D E D , THE 
VETALA P O M D  H IS  PROA L E M .

THE K IN G .O F  'V \
r* r\  1 m r r  \ /»H\ /Ar>

W HO, WISE KING- 
W AS G R E A TE R  
IN V IR T U E —
THE KING OR /  

V IR V A R ?  y \

IH L  M h b t u r
/  COURSE. VIRVAR 

WAS MERELY 
DOING HIS  D U TY , 

TH E  K IN G  W AS 
D O IN G  MORE THAN 
v H IS  D U TY . y

VIKRAMADITYA STARTED WALK
ING BACK TO THE VETALA'S  
TREE} FOR ONCE AG AIN  THE 
SPIRIT H AD ESCAPED .



KING V/KRAMADITYA TOOK. THE VETALA  
FRO/V) THE TREE AND STARTED HIS WEARY 
JOURNEY BACK TO THE ASCETIC, f----—-------

MADHl/MAVAT!
GIVE EAR 
O R IN G ...

y  HI5 RIDDLES 1 
' ARE GETTING MORE 
COMPLICATED, BUT J
VW RC> Qirv! cucita/wx ^fWV BRAIN S EEM S 

TO BE G ETTING 
v C LE A R E R . HOW 
R-. M A N V  M O R E 

S  T R IP S ,
\  I W O N D ER .

IN  DHARM ASTHAL, O N  THE BANKS O F  THE Y A M U N A , LIVED A B R A H M A N  
N AM ED  K E G H A V A .H E  H A D  A BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER, MADHUM AVATl.



HER PARENTS THOUGHT IT  WHS TIME TO FIND HER H GOOD HUSBAND.

I KNOW  WHAT IS  
O N  "YOUR. M IN D .
I W IL L  KEE P  M Y  EYES 
O P E N . I A M  B O U N D  
TO  C O M E ACROSS 

\  A S U ITA B LE  >
\  Y O U N G  M A N . J

YOU ARE OFF TOMORROW 
TO A TT E N D  A WEDDING 

V  C E R E M O N Y ... ^

HER BROTHER. TOO WHS WORRIED A B O U T MADHUMAVATf. 
HS HE S E T OFF FOR THE D H Y -

1 HOPE I MEET 
SOMEONE TODAY,

I W IL L  BE  
M ARRIED WHEN 

TH E  FATES 
W ILL IT, NOT A 
DAY BEFORE.

THE FATHER LEFT TO A TTEN D  THE M A R R IA G E , A N D  THE 
SON FO R  H IS  TEACHER’S HOUSE  . A N D  T H E N —  ■

WONDER 
W H O  IS 
AT TH E 
, D O O R .



MftDHUMAVAT/’ S MOTHER OPENED THE 
DOOR TO FIN D  A H AN D SO M E YOU N O  M A N .

I HAVE ^  
WALKED A 
LONG WA'Y. 
AAAV 1 REST 
A W H ILE ?

YQU ARE ^  
WELCOME .YOU 

M UST  EAT 
L WITH US. j

AS HE ATE , SHE TALKED TO HI/V) A N D  SOON LEARNT ALL ABOUT 
H IS  FA M ILY , HIS PLACE OF B IR T H , H IS  FO R T U N E S . i— ------ --

I T H IN K  HE mc 
IS JU S T THE  
RIGHT MAN FOR 
MADHUMAVATI.

LH AVE A DAUGHTER 
YOU W OULD MAKE 

HER A GOOD 
\  HUSBAND. m

Y I C AUG HT A 
G L IM P S E  OF 

HER JUST NOW .
I A M  HONOURED, 

SHE IS VERY 
B E A U TIFU L. A



AT DUSK, HER. HUSBAND RETURNED, 
BRINGING WITH H IM  A YOUNG MAN.

THERE IS R YOUNG 
M AN  IN O U R  ^  
FR O N T Y A R D , y  
I W O N D E R ...  }

> THAT M UST BE 
A BRIDEGROOM FOR 
MADHUMAVATI. WHAT 

DO I DO NOW ? ^

HOW AW KW ARD !
I H AVE

O FFER ED  HER 
V IN  M ARRIAGE 
\  TO ANOTHER 

YOUNG MAN,

I HAVE P R O -^  
MISED TO GIVE 
M AD H U M AVATI 
TO A Y O U N G  

M A N . YO U 
M U S T  HAVE 
SEEN  H IM . . .  .

AS THEY STOOD PER P LE X ED , THE 
SON E N TE R ED , r ----------— ---------- - --------------j

FATHER, I HAVE 
ALSO BROUGHT 

A YOUNG M A N .H E  
IS WAITING OUTSIDE- 
, WITH THE OTHER 
V  T W O ! ^

/  O N E G IR L 
* AND THREE 

S U IT O R S !
I W ISH WE 

HADN’T b e e n  
QUITE SO 

V PROMPT. .



WHILE. THE THREE O F THEN) STOOD D IS C U S S IN G  THE SITUATION

TH AT 15 ^
MADHUMAVATI!

AAAM I 
A SNAKE

THEY R ftN  O U T  TO  F IN D  H E R  LY IN G  UNCONSCIOUS.

THERE WHS Pft N IC .TH E  M E N  R ftN  O FF IN  S EftR C H  O F  SNftKE CHftRMERS* 
CONJURORS ftN D  M ftG /C IftN S . SO O N3 THEY WERE D LL ST ft  N O !N O  OVER  
THE U N C O N SC IO U S G IR L  . E--------— — :------------------------- s g r? —



THE EXPERTS STARTED G IV IN G  TH EIR  O P IN IO N S

A M A N  BITTEN BY A 
5 N A R E  ON TH E 5 T H , 
6 T H , 8T H ,9 T H  A N D  I4TH 
DAY OF T H E  M O N T H  

v C A N N O T SU R V IV E  . S

O NE WHO HAS N 
BEEN B ITTEN  ON 
TH E E>TH, 6TH ,8TH  

9TH  A N D  I4TH 
DAY CAN

s. R E V IV E . /

THE THIRD P N D  FOURTH  
GAVE EVEN MORE BAFFLIN G  
O P IN IO N S .T H E  FIFTH P U T  

A N  E N D  TO A LL SPECU-
Ufov L A T IO N . p ------------------- ^
1 -----— H  BRAHM A

(  H IM 5ELF CAN- 
I N 0T  B R E A TH E  

H  i  L IF E  IN T O  
W  \  T H I5  D E A D

b o d y , y

h/)ADHUN)A VAT AS BODY W AS B U R N T .

SHE W O U LD  
HAVE BEEN 
AN ID E AL y  

,  W IF E . /
PERHAPS IT ^  

15 FO R  THE BEST. 
TH E S E  M E N  
W O U LD  HAVE J 
FOUGHT OVER 1

l  h e r . y



AFTER. THE FU N E R A L, O N E  S U ITO R  COLLECTED HER B O N E S , DONNED  
THE GARB O F A M EN D IC AN T A N D  R O A M E D  FROM FOREST TO FOREST.

THE SEC O N D  K E P T HER ASHES,BUILT A 
H U T  O N  THAT VERY S PO T AND BEGAN  
TO LIVE IN  IT. B W T----------  11

THE TH IR D , W ITH POUCH AND  
B E G G IN G  B O W L,W AN D ER ED  
FR O M  V ILLA G E  TO V ILLA G E .



ONE DAY, TOWARDS N IG H TFA LL, THE THIRD SUITOR. CAME TO A VILLAGE

f O f  COURSE, 
I AM JUST 
ABOUT TO SIT 
DOWN TO MV 

M E A L. WILL 
VOU JOIN M E ?

f  W ILL  VOU 
61VE ME 

SHELTER FOR 
THE NIGHT?

J  fjmm

ft

iPb I W i

THAT CHILD 15 
A C U R 5E 1 HE 

HA5 BEEN 
C R VIN 6 ALL 

v  DAV. y

FIND OUT 
WHAT 15 WRONG 

H E SO U N D S  
. UNHAPPV. a



BUT THE CHILD WOULD NOT STOP. LEAVE ME 
BE OR. I W ILL 

K ILL VOU! A



THE CHILD O N LY CRIED DLL THE MORE .THE  
MOTHER PICKED UP THE CHILD A N D  —

YOU DESERVE 
TO BURN . I HAVE 
. HAD ENOUGH.

THE GUEST WHS HORRIFIED.HE SOT UP.

WHY DON’ T 
VOU FINISH 
THE FOOD?

r  HOW CAN ^  
I EAT? " 

i HAVE JUST 
SEEN A 

CHILD THROWN 
INTO THE 

v  F IR E . A

THE 8RHHMHN WHS UNPER
TURBED. HE FETCHED f) BOOK 
OPENED IT  FIND 

MUTTERED H SPELL.



COME HERE, 
S O N . GO TO 

VO UR MOTHER. 
AND SAY YOU 

. ARE 50RRY.

THE CHILD EMERGED FROM THE 
F/RE, WHOLE f)N D  W E LL  . r ---- ~m

THE SECRET OF 
BRINGING THE 
DEAD TO LIFE ! 
IT 15 TH E R E ,IN  
, THAT B O O K !/

THE HOUSEHOLD  W/95 
SOON F fiS T  fiS LE EP .

HE STOLE INTO THE B&f)HN)ftN 'S ROOM 
SOT HOLD O F THE &OOK>ftND —

J  I M U 5T HAVE 
THAT BOOK.WITH 

IT, I CAN B R IN G  
MADHUMAVATI , 

t  BACK TO LIFE! J

r  I M U ST BE |  
OUT OF THIS 
VILLAGE LONG 
> BEFORE 
L  DAWN . f



HE HEADED FOR. DHARMASTHAL, AND AFTER SEVERAL DAYS) ARRIVED 
AT THE CREMATION GROUNDS.THE OTHERS WERE ALSO THERE.

^  THE 
1 SECRET OF 

BRIN6ING 
THE DEAD 

TO LIFE — 
. NO LESS.

'y o u  l o o k  
TIRED AND \ q 
F00T50R E . 1
WHAT FRESH 
TRUTHS HAVE 
VOU DISCOVERED ?.

HERE IS YOUR 
CHANCE TO PROVE 

IT. BRING 
MADHUMAVATI A 

BACK TO LIFE . M

MOST CERTAINLY. 
'YOU HAVE THE 

BONES AND HE 
THE ASHES.

\  MAKE A HEAP 
\ k  OF THEM. .

THERE WAS AN AIR OF SUPPRESSED EXCITEMENT. 
ONE MADE A HEAP OF HER S O H ES... j--------------------

7  HOW KEENLY 
I AM REMINDED OF 
THE BEAUTIFUL t  
MADHUMAVATI* /



AND THE OTHER. PLACED HER A SH ED  LOVINGLY O N  THEM

IF WHAT THIS 
MAN C LA IM S  IS 
TRUE,VOU W ILL 
SOON BE M IN E , 
MADHUMAVATl! j

THE THIRD TOOK OUT HID BOOK. AND M U TTER IN G  A SPELL, PADDED HID 
HANDS OVER THE HEAP. AND , LO AND BEHOLD!—  f— ------— --------------- --

r  HAVE I BEEN 
ASLEEP? WHERE 

AM  l ? WHERE 
ARE M V

s PARENTS? >



THE YOUNG M E N  BEGAN TO ARGUE WITHOUT HER BONES 
YOUR ASHE5 WOULO 
HAVE BEEN NO USE. 

SO , SHE IS MINE .
SHE fS M IN E 
I PRESERVED 
HER ASHES.

MADHUMAVATl LOOKED 
FROM ONE TO THE 
OTHER. IN AMAZEMENT. 
THE THIRD YOUNG  
MAN GA/O —

NEITHER YOUR BONES 
NOR YOUR ASHE5 COULD 

HAVE BROUGHT HER 
TO LIFE. IT WAS MY 

K  SPELL THAT DID IT. 
r SV I CLAIM HER. A

KING VIKRAMAD/TYA WAITED FOR THE VETALA TO GPEAK

WHICH OF THE 
THREE HAD THE 
R IGHT TO 
MARRY HER? .

Ejggrilii



THE ONE WHO 
KEPT HER. 

ASHES, BUILT 
A HUT AND 
WAITED FOR . 

|v  H ER. S

r  A HUSBAND’S 
FIRST DUTY IS TO 

PROVIDE A HOM E 
FOR HIS W IFE. 

THI5 HE ALONE 
OF THE THREE 

. SUITORS DID. j

AND, TO THE SOUND O F FLAPPING WINGS A N D  DEMON A! C 
LAUGHTER., THE VETA LA DISAPPEARED FROM SIGHT.
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OUR NEXT TITLE:

THE STRANGE SACRIFICE is yet another 
story riddle from the veta/a, and a strange 
one this time. If the heads of tw o people are 
interchanged, what about their identity ? Who 
is who ? The story leads up to this point in a 
most interesting manner.
This issue also brings you MADANASENA. A 
wife is made to realize the value of marriage 
and its sanctity—a lesson beautifully taught, 
and eternally relevant.
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