                           Voyage AlasPRIVATE 

SCENE ONE  The Hotel

Father:    Hurry, Richard! We mustnt be late! Why, youve been gawking into that silly mirror for over two hours!

Richard:   I know, Father, I know! I have to look my best for her - 
(dreamily) shes so beautiful!! You just dont know what its 


like, Father!

Father:    Son, must I remind you? I was once the most dashing young lad that Edinburgh could offer! (in fencing pose) I placed second in the Olympic fencing pretrials of 1979! I wasnt always your father, you know! (to audience) Heaven forbid!

  
   Now come along! Ive already arranged for a Captain Mayhem 


and his crew to row us across the channel to meet your bride to be! And we have to be there by morning!

Richard:   Alright, Father, Im ready. Hmmmm  Father  do I look alright in all this formal get up?

Father:    Absolutely charming, dear boy! You have never looked so debonair  so professional  so distinguished  so aristocratic! 


A chip off the old block, if I do say so myself!

Richard:   I have never looked so stuffed or felt so uncomfortable, if I do say so myself! And I do say so myself!

Father:    Right, now come along, son. We mustnt keep the Captain waiting.(to butler) Charles, get the bags and follow us, quickly now! (They leave)

Charles:   Yes, mlord, coming! 

(He picks up the many bags and struggles to shuffle after them.)

SCENE TWO  The Boat

(Evening. Use Sea Sounds Tape)

Captain:   Where are those blooming passengers?! That old fancy dan promised me a weeks wages for this here late night voyage! Those tardy scalawags, I should have asked for payment in advance and taken off without them!!

Father:    Harumph! Well, here we are, Richard! This is the ship!

Richard:   I wonder where the captain is?

Captain:   Welcome, lads!!! (frightens others by shouting behind them) Welcome! Come aboard, come aboard! Watch ye step on the gangplank. Ah, Lord Canterbury, it is me pleasure to be meeting ye again! 

Father:    And it is my pleasure to be a passenger aboard your ship, Captain Mayhem! I understand that it is one of the finest vessels afloat! 

Captain:   Aye, thats a fact  - the Queen Mary of the English Channel! Oh, and as I mentioned before to you, the boat fare must be paid in advance! 

Father:    Of course, I have it right here in the envelope. Oh, and this is my son, Richard. Today he has become a young Lord and tomorrow will become a slave to his wifes beauty, eh? And this is my butler, Charles. Shall we get underway?

Captain:   Aye, first let me call me mates. (calling) MATES! Ye bloomin mates! Show yourselves! (2 scruffy sailors hurry in)

1st Mate:  Aye, sir?

2nd Mate:  Yup, Captain? (hic!)

Captain:   Look at ye!! A fine bunch of scalawags ye are!! Ive never seen the likes! Ye embarrass me in front of me passengers even! (to second mate) Stand up straight, ye slob! Now hear this, men! Lord Canterbury has hired us to take he and his son across the bloomin channel to Tontroy Peninsula where the lad is to meet his fair princess and be married. So, lets shove off!! Check starboard,stow those bags and man your stations! Lets get this bloomin rig out o' port! Ye hear?

Mates:     Aye, aye sir! 

(They scurry about. The passengers try to get comfortable so they can sleep.)

Captain:   Clean out yer ears, ye swab! I said get moving! START ROWIN!!  And thats it, Lord Canterbury. Ill go to my post now and have a smoke.

Father:    Uh, Captain Mayhem, I do trust that we shall arrive at our destination quite early in the morning? It is already late and there is still a lot of business to finish up on the other side ... hm? 

Captain:   By Morning, Lord? Ha! With these swabies Ive got? Nay, my Lord, well beat the dawn! 

Father:    Well, Id better get some rest then, Captain. Good evening!

(He sits down with Richard and Charles)


Youd better get some rest, dont you think, son?

Richard:  But, Father, Im not in the mood to sleep. I can only think of  what tomorrow will bring!

Father:   Look, Richard, you cant before your new in-laws all worn out with bags under your eyes!

Charles:  Bags, my Lord?

Father:   No no, Charles! Leave the bags where they lay, you silly            fellow!

Richard:  Youd better get some sleep, too, Charlie. 

Charles:  Thank you, young Lord.

Richard:  Wed better all get some sleep! Good night, Father.

Father:   Good night, son.

(dim lights out)

SCENE THREE -The Next Morning

(Lights out, sea sounds tape, waves, after some time the lights come up and loud seagull sounds are heard over waves.)

Richard:   Oh, its morning! Father, Father, wake up ! Morning has arrived! Todays the day! I have to get ready  do I look alright? Oh, what if she is waiting for me on the dock?

Father:   Yes yes, son, Im getting up in a moment 
(Richard runs to the deck edge. He smiles, then screams.)

Richard:  Aaaahhhhh! Father! Father! Come quickly! 

Father:   What is it, Richard? Is it Pirates? Charles, unpack my sword!

Richard:  Father, look at the land 
Father:   I dont believe it !! Captain! Captain Mayhem!

Captain:   Aye? What in blazes is going on? Whats all the 
commotion about? 

Father:    Captain Mayhem, I dont know what kind of a joke you think this is, but just take a look out there at the shore!!!

Captain:   Joke!? What blimey sod could think of playin a joke at this hour!? (looks through telescope) Naw! Naw It couldnt be! 

Father:    We never left port, Captain!

Richard:   Oh alas! Im ruined! Her family will never allow me to marry her, now! Oh woe! Oh, woe is me!

Father:    There there, son. Keep a stiff upper lip. 


(To Captain) Just see what you have done you  you 
Captain:   Ill get to the bottom of this. Where are they? 
(Calling) MATES!! Ye filthy slobs, where be ye?? 

1st Mate:  Aye, sir?

2nd Mate:  Whats up, Captain?

Captain:   Why didnt ye scalawags row all night like ye were told!?

1st Mate:  Captain? We rowed all night, didnt we?

2nd Mate:  Huh, I even got blood blisters to prove it!!

Captain:   Then why in blazes are we still in port?? We never even crossed the bloomin channel! Oh, out of my way y slimy frogs! Now, what in the dickens went wrong?!

2nd Mate:  Oh, Captain! Look at this! 

(They all assemble around 2nd Mate. The Captain examines a rope!)

Captain:   Why, you fodderbrained flounder! You forgot to pull up the anchor!!! 

Father:    (angrily) You what???? You forgot to pull up the

 
anchor?!! Why you absurd, ludicrous, preposterous infidel! You rascal, fool 
Captain:   Now now, my Lord, take it easy  we didnt know the 


anchor was ... Run for it boys! Gangway!!
(1st Mate puts down gangplank and the Captain runs over it, followed by the 1st Mate, 2nd Mate, Father, Son and then Charles struggles slowly across with the bags. All leave stage.

Narrator:  This has been a modernization of a story told by Srila Bhaktisidhanta Saraswate to illustrate the futility of practicing religious principles while keeping a hold on 
ones material attachments. (Lecture. Kirtan)

The Analogy
   What you just saw was an analogy to show what happens to a living entity who takes to the spiritual path while still maintaining material attachments. Since the boat was still tied to the dock, it could not make it to its destination. So similarly, the living entity who is trying to reach the spiritual world of 

Lord Sri Krishna will not succeed as long as he is holding onto material attachments. Lord Sri Krishna clearly explains in the Bhagavad-Gita:

vita-raga-bhaya-krodha

man-maya mam upasritah

bahavo jnana-tapasa

puta mad-bhavam agatah

Being freed from attachment, fear and anger, being fully absorbed in Me and taking refuge in Me, many, many persons in the past became purified by knowledge of Me  and thus they all attained transcendental love for Me. (4.10)

  So, if we simply attach ourselves to the chanting of the holy names of 

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare 

Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare

then we will be able to give up our sense gratification and material attachments. Thus we may ultimately attain transcendental love for Krishna. 

Thank you very much. Hare Krishna!

The End

