
'  THERE 
IS YOUR DEAR N 

FRIEND, 
RAIBHYA WITH 

HIS SONS, 
PARAVASU AND 

K ARVAVASU. /

NOBODY GIVES 
YOU OR ME SO 
MUCH RESPECT.4

v  DO NOT 
GRUDGE HIM 

HIS DUE,MY 
^  SON. >

ONE D AY, SAGE BHARADWAJA ALONG WITH H/5 SON YAVAKRIDA PAID A VIS IT TO 
RA/BHYA’S  HERM ITAGE.

YAVAKRIDA WAS N O T H APPY TO SEE TH AT THE BRAHM ANAS PAID  MORE RESPECT 
TO  RA/BHYA THAN TO H IS FATH ER  WHO WAS EQ UALLY LEARNED.

SEE HOW THE y  
BRAHMANAS BOW 
AND SCRAPE 
BEFORE HIM ! WHAT 
HAS HE DONE TO 
DESERVE SUCH  ̂
^  HONOUR ?

' THEN I TOO SHALL 
GAIN THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE VEDAS AND 

, EARN THE RESPECT 
X v  OF THE BRAHMANAS.

RAIBHYA AND HIS 
SONS ARE SCHOLARS, 
WELL-VERSED IN 
THE VEDIC LORE. /

a



»

THEN ONE DAY INDR.fi fiPPEfiR ED  BEFORE HIM

LORD! I SEEK X ,  
KNOWLEDGE. PLEASE N 
GIVE ME COMPLETE 

AND DIRECT KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE VEDAS. ,v

YOUR AUSTERITIES HAVE 
PLEASED M E. WHAT DO 
YOU SEEK, O BRAHMANA?

YOU ARE ON THE WRONG PATH 
TH E KNOWLEDGE OF THE 

SCRIPTURES CAN ONLY BE 
ACQUIRED AFTER LONG 

YEARS OF PATIENT STUDY /  
-  UNDER A QUALIFIED

PRECEPTOR. ,

| fiN D  SfiY/NG S O , 
INDRfi D/SfiPPEfiRED.
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I SHALL INTENSIFY 
MY PENANCE. J

B U T YAVAKR/DA WAS ADAM ANT. 
HE CONTINUED H IS  AUSTERITIES

WHEN H E B EG AN  TO IN FLIC T THE M O ST SEVERE PUNISHMENTS ON HIMSELF, /NORA 
WAS HORRh ID  AND HAD TO COME DOWN ONCE AGAIN. I--------J -J T ---------------------------------------

WHY ARE YOU SO 
. STUBBORN ?  ,

LORD ! IT TAKES <
A LONG TIME TO \  
STUDY THE VEDAS. ' 
I .THEREFORE, IMPLORE 
YOU ONCE AGAIN i 
TO GRANT MY A  

DESIRE.

GIVE UP THESE VAIN AUSTERITIES. 
GO AND STUDY INSTEAD. REAL 

KNOWLEDGE CANNOT BE ACQUIRED 
V  BY MORTIFYING THE BODY. V



YAVAKR/DA’S PENANCE BEGAN TO HINDER THE 
FU N CTIO N  O F THE GODS. THEY HELD A MEETING.

IF YOU DO NOT GRANT 
MY PRAYER,I WILL 
CUT PIECES OF MY 
FLESH AND THROW /  
THEM INTO THE s ( \  

FIRE. ^ , T  AX

N E XT M ORNING WHEN YAVAKR/DA W ENT DOW N TO THE 6AN6ES TO BATHE, HE SAW AN  
OLD MAN SITTIN G  ON THE BANK., THROWING HANDFULS OF SAND INTO THE R IVE R .

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING,OLD ^
_ MAN ?

I AM BUILDING A DAM 
SO THAT PEOPLE MAY 
CROSS OVER IT TO THE 

OTHER SIDE OF THE > 
\b>'- R IVER.

YAVAKR/DA WAS AM USED A T  THE OLD M A N 'S  ANSWER

NOT A5 FUTILE AS YOUR N  
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN THE 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE VEDAS 
£>̂ -====^~<^nWITHOUT STUDYING
nk h \ \  THEM. ^

HOW 
CAN YOU
BUILD A DAM \ J  
THAT WAY ? SEE 
HOW STRONG THE 
CURRENT 15. YOUR 
ATTEMPT IS 
BOUND TO PROVE j  

„ FUTILE. /

T
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70U A RE INDRA

SOON AFTER., HIS FATHER WARNED HIM

DO NOT LET YOUR KNOWLEDSE 
CORRUPT YOU, MY SON.TAKE SPECIAL 

CARE THAT YOU DO NOT OFFEND , 
^  RAIBHYA. HE IS A P O W E R F U L ^ /  
L . MAN.

YAVAKR/DA STU D IED  THE VEDAS AND BECAME A 
LEARNED SCH O LAR . H E, HOWEVER, BECAME VAIN WITH 
THE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD ACQUIRED HIS KNOWLEDGE 

THROUGH INDRA ’S FAVOUR  J

NO LONGER DENY 
YO U . GO AND STUDY 
THE VEDAS.YOU 

W IL L  BECOME 
LEARNED. >A

LISTEN TO THE STORY 
OF MEDHAVI WHICH WILL 
ENLIGHTEN YOU ABOUT 
WHAT I WISH 
TO TELL YOU . I

LORD ! GRANT ME THE BOON 
I SEEK... AS A PERSONAL 
FAVOUR... PLEASE...
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T

y?

MEDHflV/ WES ftN IN TELLIG EN T B U T f)RR.OGF\NT YOUTH

OUT OF 
MY WAY. 
FOOLS!

HE’S RIGHT. HE’S THE 
^ S O N  OF THE GREAT 

SAGE, BA LADHI. >

DO NOT BOTHER TO 
CURSE ME AND LOSE 
THE POWER OF (jk 
YOUR PENANCE. I’M/S 
IMMORTAL...
HA, HA, h a !

BALADHI PLEASED THE GODS WITH 0 
HIS PENANCES AND THEY PROMISED j 
HIM THAT HIS SON WOULD LIVE AS J  
LONG AS THAT MOUNTAIN STOOD.

f  /  1i l \ \ S X  / M _  W  2 \ \\

\  y 3

4.__ \ iV /
---r-c~---\ >

^  U Y / jh m m k
m / ^  u

u // ''l
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‘MEDHAV/ WANDERED AROUND, FLAUNTING HIS KNOWLEDGE AND INSULTING THE SAGES. 
THEN ONE DAY HE COMMITTED AN UNPARDONABLE SIN BY OFFENDING THE GREAT 
SAGE DHANUSHAKSHA. DHANUGHAKSHA WAS ENRAGED— ” |----------------------------------------------------

DO YOU KNOW THAT I CAN 
REDUCE YOU TO ASHES WITH 

ONE GLANCE.

DO YOUR WORST, 
s. OLD MAN.

REALLY! THEN IT 
SHALL NOT STAND 
v  MUCH LONGER. ,

I AM INVINCIBLE 
AS LONG AS THAT 
MOUNTAIN STANDS

'DHANUSHAKSHA TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO A HUGE BUFFALO
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...f)N D  RUSHED AT THE MOUNTAIN AND STARTED 
BATTERING IT  WITH HIS SUPERHUMAN STRENGTH. 
THE M OUNTAIN BEGAN TO CRUMBLE

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING ? NO, NO!

DHANUSHAKSHA LEVELLED THE MOUN­
TAIN TO THE GROUND. AND MEDHAV/, 
WHO HAD TH0U6HT HIMSELF TO BE 
ALMOST IMMORTAL, DROPPED DOWN DEAD.



I

THAT 15 PARAVASU’S 
WIFE. WHAT A 

BEAUTIFUL WOMAN ! )

I CANNOT TAKE MY EYE5 
OFF HER. THERE, SHE 

HA5 SEEN ME.

LEARN WISDOM FROM THE 
LEGEND, MY SON. RAIBHYA 
IS NO LES5 POWERFUL 

S THAN DHANUSHAKSHA.

DON’T  WORRY, . 
FATHER ! I RESPECT 
RAIBHYA AS MUCH 
^ AS YOU DO.

BHARADWAJA CONCLUDED HIS STORY

B U T YAVAKR/DA SO O N  FORGOT H IS FA TH ER 'S  W AR N IN G .H IS  KNOWLEDGE GAVE HIM 
A SENSE OF POWER AND HE BECAME VAIN AND ARROGANT. ONE DAY AS HE WAS 
PASSING R AIBHYA ’S HERM ITAGE —

10



ARE YOU 
ALONE ?

DON’T  BE 
AFRAID!

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING ? LET 

V  ME 6 0 ! ^

DON’T RESIST ME OR 
SHALL LAY MY

COME 
WITH ME !

WHERE ?

YES! BUT 
WHY DO YOU
, ASK ? y
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WHEN RA/BHYA, WHO WA5 AWAY, RETURNED TO HIS HERMITAGE IN  THE EVENING, HE 
FOUND HIS DAUGHTER-IN-LAW IN TEARS. ------~pr~ ---------^ ^

W  WHAT IS THE N 
R MATTER ? WHY ARE 

\YOU WEEPING? J
^ — ^ e / _ ...

I AM ASHAMED 
TO TELL YOU.

YAVAKRIDA ,TH E  SON OF 
MY FRIEND, HAS DARED 
^  TO ACT THUS! ^

w h a t !

YAVAKRIDA FOUND 
ME ALONE OUTSIDE 

THE HERMITAGE 
V  AND... M

THE INSOLENT WRETCH 
SHALL PAY FOR THIS 

V  WITH HIS LIFEU?XY>/



RA/BHYA RUSHED IN TO HIS HERMITAGE 
IN  A TOWERING RAGE. HE PLUCKED A 
HAIR FROM HIS HEAD AND CHANTING A 
MANTRA THREW IT  INTO THE SACRIFICIAL 
FIR E... I ; ; m t

...AN D  INSTANTANEOUSLY A BEAUTIFUL 
MAIDEN ROSE UP FROM THE FLAMES.

HE PLUCKED ANOTHER HAIR AND REPEATED THE 
PROCEDURE. THIS TIME A MONSTER WITH BLAZING 
EYES AND A FEARFUL FACE TOOK SHAPE IN THE 
F IR E .
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WE AWAIT YOUR 
ORDERS, MASTER

GO, AND KILL 
YAVAKRIDA ! „

THE BEAU TY AND THE BEAST IMMEDIATELY S ET O U T TO CARRY OUT RA/BHYA’S COMMAND.

BUT THE MANTRAS CANNOT 
HELP HIM UNLESS HE HAS 
WASHED HIMSELF. YOU MUST 
V  KILL HIM BEFORE HE > 

CAN DO SO„. y

YAVAKRIDA CAN 
PROTECT HIMSELF 

WITH HIS
V  m a n t r a s , y

YAVAKRIDA WAS ABOUT TO PERFORM HIS ABLUTIONS WHEN THE MAIDEN WENT PAST H/M.

WHO’S THAT?



WHAT AN ENCHANTING PLACE 
THIS IS ! STAY HERE, /
I’ LL  BRING YOUR 
WATER JUG.

THE, MAIDEN WENT AWAY 
END YAVARR/DA WE/TED 
IM PATIENTLY FOR. HER TO 
RETURN. V ------------------------------

HURRY WHY IS SHE TAKING 
SO LONG ? /

THEN SUDDENLY HE SEW  THE M ONSTER  
COMING TOWARDS H IM . \------------------7------------

OH,M Y GOD! THAT 
COULD ONLY BE 

ONE OF RAIBHYA’S 
. CREATURES. r
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THE MONSTER. CHARGED AT VAVAKR/DA, 
AND THE YOUTH FLED IN  TERROR.

MY MANTRAS WILL 
PROTECT ME, < 
BUT I HAVE TO 
WASH MYSELF/  j 

FIRST. (\

I W ILL WASH MYSELF 
IN THE STREAM. /

HE RAN TO  THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD 
KEPT HIS WATER JU G , B U T IT  WAS NO 
LONGER THERE. k
--------------- ------------------\ THE MAIDEN ! SHE TOO

f WAS ONE OF RAIBHYA’5 
^ -v  CREATURES. S

B U T WHEN HE REACHED THE STREAM HE FOUND THAT IT  WAS DRY.

I AM DOOMED!

16



THERE IS A LAKE 
NEARBY. I’LL WASH j0 o< 

MYSELF THERE. /

I WILL SEEK REFUSE IN MY FATHER’S 
I HERMITAGE .THIS MONSTER WILL 
V  NOT PARE FOLLOW ME IN THERE. J

B U T  TH E LPiKE TO O  WHO DRY.

;  WHAT 
AM I ro 

DO NOW

/  YOU x  
CANNOT 

ESCAPE ME 
FOR LONG.

BHARADWAJA ’S HERM ITAGE WAS GUARDED B Y A HALF-BLIND SENTRY.

WHO ARE YOU ? HOW DO 
YOU DARE TRY TO 
DISTURB MY MASTER ?
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YOU BETTER ^  
GO AWAY FROM 
HERE. I DO NOT 
RECOGNIZE YOU 
v  AT ALL. y

YAVARRIDA NOW REALIZED H/S FATHER’S  WARNING TO HIM, BU T IT  WAS TOO LATE 
HOWEVER, HE PLEADED ONCE AGAIN

I CANNOT SEE 
ANY MONSTERPLEASE LET ME ENTER.

I AM BEING CHASED BY 
A MONSTER... LOOK, /  
THERE HE IS !

AND THE SEN TR Y WAS RIGHT FOR HE COULD SEE WITH ONLY ONE EYE WHICH WAS
TURNED TOWARDS YAVARRIDA

AS YAVARRIDA STRUGGLED WITH 
THE SENTRY, THE MONSTER CAME 
RUNNING UP AND PLUNGED H/S 
TRIDENT INTO THE STOMACH OF THE
y o u t h , m m  \ _ i y

ARRGH!

AND THE LEARNED YAVARRIDA MET AN IGNOBLE DEATH 
DUE TO HIS PRIDE AND DISRESPECT TOWARDS OTHERS.

C l

L
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YOU ACQUIRED THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE VEDA5 IN A DISHONOURABLE 
WAY AND THEN IN YOUR ARROGANCE 
YOU OFFENDED RAIBHYA... AND /  
HE HAS PUNISHED YOU.

\\



AND BHARADWAJA IMMOLATED HIMSELF 
ON THE FUNERAL PYRE.
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WELCOME, O SONS OF 
SAGE RAIBHYA ! I AM 
HONOURED BY YOUR y  
s. PRESENCE, iv

PARAVASU AND ARVAVASU

d

PPRPVftSU PND PRVPVPSU ,TH E SONS O F RP/BHYP, WERE INVITED BY RING BRITfPDVUMNP 
TO PSS/ST IN  THE PERFORMANCE OF P SACRIFICE.



YOUR HIGHNESS, HE IS HIGHLY 
PLEASED WITH YOUR VIRTUOUS 
CONDUCT AND SENDS YOU HIS 

v BLESSING.^ .

AND HOW IS 
YOUR GREAT 
V FATHER?

COME, I WILL SHOW 
YOU WHERE THE 
SACRIFICE IS TO j  
.B E  HELD. ^

“S — \  4 4
h " 9 k  ” — "—  '

\w
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^ BUT ATLEAST >  
ONE OF US HAS TO 
STAY AND OFFICIATE 

AT THE SACRIFICE.
[*«*»#»

WATCH OUT FOR 
BANDITS AND 
WILD ANIMALS!

I WILL, MY 
BROTHER.

THERE IS SOMETHING 
}  MOVING IN THOSE 

BU5HES. s '

IT  WAS DAWN BEFORE HE SIGHTED  
H ISS ATH ER ’S HERM ITAGE. AS HE 
APPROACHED NEARER.—

I WISH I COULD 
GO WITH YOU.

AFTER BIDDING FARE WELL TO HIS BROTHER, PARAVASU SET OUT THAT EVENING.
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WHAT HAVE I DONE ? I DO NOT 
V HEAR AN ANIMAL’S VOICE. )

THERE IT IS AGAIN. 
A WILD ANIMAL 

WAITING TO POUNCE 
1 ON ME, NO DOUBT

THAT...THAT 
SOUNDED LIKE 

A MAN !
oo 1-

PERE VESU LIFTED H IS SPEER END 
FLUNG IT  INTO THE BUSHES.



FATHER,PLEA5E 
5PEAK TO ME.

THIS MUST BE THE EFFECT 
OF BHARADWAJA’ S CURSE. 
I HAVE KILLED MY FATHER 
WITH MY OWN HANDS.

O r 7 GOD, 
HE IS DEAD

PARA VASU CREMATED HIS FATHER AND HURRIED BACK TO THE PALACE

DEAD ! 
HOW ?

I BRING BAD NEWS 
FATHER IS DEAD.



HE WAS W E A R IN G ^ ^
'  A CLOAK OF ANIMAL SKINS - 

AND I... I MISTOOK HIM FOR 
A WILD ANIMAL AND SLEW HIM

THE DEED IS DONE. DO NOT| 
V  BLAME YOURSELF J i  

TOO MUCH.

FATHER WAS FATED 
TO DIE AT THE 
HANDS OF HIS j S  
OWN SON. ,  C  '  
YAVAKRIDA’S / ^ ^  
FATHER H A D f fT ' k 
CURSED J s i

I KNOW

k

>
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YOU CANNOT GO AWAY NOW 
YOU HAVE TO OFFICIATE . 
AT THE KING’S 
SACRIFICE.

WE ARE BOTH IN A QUANDARY. 
THE KING’S SACRIFICE MUST 
BE SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTED 
AND AT THE SAME TIME THERE 
MUST BE AN EXPIATION OF THE

THERE SEEMS TO BE 
ONLY ONE SOLUTION 
LE FT ! WILL YOU A6 REE 
TO DO THE PENANCE 
ON MY BEHALF ?

flRVAVASU L E FT  THE PALACE 
END WENT INTO THE FOREST 
TO DO PENANCE ON BEHALF 
OF HIS BROTHER..



WHEN HE Eft W HIS VIRTUOUS BROTHER. f)N EVIL THOUGHT CAME TO H IS WIND —

2.8



I AM BLAMELESS, O KING 
HE SENT ME AWAV TO DO 
PENANCE ON HIS BEHALF.

TAKE HIM 
AWAY! ,

WHAT A 
STORY!

NO. I AM 
INNOCENT.

ARVAVASU’S PROTESTS WERE IN  VP IN . THE 
GUARDS DRAGGED HIM AWAY AND THREW 
HIM OUT OF THE PALACE GROUNDS.

ONE CANNOT TRUST EVEN 
ONE’S OWN BROTHER IN 

THIS WORLD.

WHAT ARE YOU 
SAYING, PARAVASU ? 
IT IS YOU WHO 
KILLED FATHER,

^  NOT I .

HE NOT ONLY A MURDE- 
ALSO A LIAR.
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WHAT DO YOU SEEK. 
O BRAHMANA ? ASK 

FOR THREE BOONS 
AND I SHALL GRANT 
v. THEM TO YOU. „

ARVBVASU RETURNED TO THE FOREST AND BECAME 
BN ARDENT DEVOTEE OF SURVft, THE SUN GOD.

su R yfi m s  PLEASED

I MUST REWARD 
HIM FOR HIS 
. DEVOTION. /
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IF IT PLEASES YOU, GRANT ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 
THE HYMNS OF THE 
------  VEDA.

THEREUPON, RftIBHYft, BHftRftDWftJft ftND YflVftKRIDft CftME BftCK. 
TO L IFE . ftND YftVftKRIDft H ftD  ft QUESTION TO ftSR  —

O LORD ! HOW YOU ACQUIRED THE KNOWLEDGE IN AN
EASY WAY, WHEREAS RAIBHYA ACQUIRED 
HIS THROUGH DISCIPLINE WHICH HAD 
BECOME A PART AND PARCEL OF HIS 
DAILY CONDUCT IN LIFE. THEREFORE . 
WAS HE MORE POWERFUL THAN s m z/  
YOU, O  BRAHMANA. THEREFORE / j f f j g  

„ WAS HE ABLE TO SLAY YOU.

WAS RAIBHYA 
ABLE TO SLAY

SE THOUGH 
\lAD AS MUCH 
NOWLEDGE
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■:<s3 hARADWAJA AND RAIBHYA, TWO LEARNED SAGES, WERE VERY GOOD FRIENDS. WHILE 
BHARADWAJA SPENT H IS TIME IN  THE CONTEM PLATION OF GOD, RA18HYA WHO SERVED 
THE PEOPLE B Y H IS  LEARNING WAS HIGHLY RESPECTED B Y THE BRAHM AN AS.
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