How His Holiness Satsvarup Maharaj Met Srila PrabhupadaPRIVATE 

by Laxmimoni Dasi

Scene One
Narrator: It is 1966. Steve stands in front of the first Iskcon temple in New York and reads the signs.

Steve: "Matchless Gifts, 26 2nd Avenue. Lectures in Bhagavad Gita, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, Monday, Wednesday and Friday 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.."

(Steve goes inside, takes off his shoes and sits at the back of a  small group of young people. Srila Prabhupada is just finishing up his lecture:)
Srila Prabhupada: Are there any questions?

Steve: (raises hand) My name is Steve. I want to know - is misery eternal?

Srila Prabhupada: There is no end to misery in the material world. If a person breaks his arm and goes to get some medical treatment to get it repaired, his treatment cannot prevent him from breaking another limb in the future or becoming ill and suffering in another way. But there is another state, Krishna Consciousness, where one can attain relief from all misery and that state is eternal. Do you understand?

Steve: Yes, sir. Thank you.

Srila Prabhupada: No more questions? Alright, chant Hare Krsna and be happy!

Devotees: Hare Krishna!

(Srila Prabhupada and followers all leave. Steve is thoughtful. He ponders deeply for a moment, then puts on shoes and leaves. Bhajan plays while devotees set up Srila Prabhupada's room on one side of stage and Steve's office on the other. Srila Prabhupada sits on the floor, behind a trunk, he is writing. A young man sits to the side. Steve knocks and the young man announces him.)
Devotee: Swamiji, Steve has come to see you.

Steve: (nervously) I was told that I could purchase the three volumes of Srimad Bhagavatam that you have translated.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Come in, he will get them for you. 

Steve: How much do they cost?

Srila Prabhupada: Six dollars each.

Steve: (takes out his wallet and gives Srila Prabhupada a twenty dollar bill) These books are commentaries on the Scriptures?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they are my commentary.

Steve: You can keep the change. (gets up to leave)

Srila Prabhupada: You can stay. Sit here. (gesturing to a seat opposite him)
Steve: I'm sorry, I have to go. I am only on my lunch hour. (Steve starts towards the door. Srila Prabhupada smiles widely.)
Narrator: (as Steve reads at his desk) Steve was anxious to read the books. He reads them everywhere he goes - on the bus, in his apartment, even at his desk in the Welfare Office where he works. Soon, Steve begins to come regularly. 

One day he was told that he would have to miss his 12:00 lunch break and work until 1:00:

Steve: (to himself) Oh no, this means that I will not be able to have lunch with Swamiji. I wonder if it would be too forward of me to call? (he thinks for a moment, then picks up the phone and dials) Swamiji? My name is Steve. Do you remember me?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes.

Steve: I won't be able to come to lunch today. I have to work until 1:00. (stammering) C ... Could you save me some prasadam?

Srila Prabhupada: Don't worry, I will save lunch prasadam for you.

Steve: Thank you. Hare Krishna.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krishna.

(Steve hangs up phone, thinks for a moment, then goes back to his work. After a while he looks at his watch, sees that it is 1:00, closes his ledgers and leaves for Srila Prabhupada's room. He knocks and Srila Prabhupada answers the door himself.)
Srila Prabhupada: Come in.

Steve: Is everyone else gone, already? I'm sorry I'm so late.

Srila Prabhupada: Go into the other room and sit down.

(Steve sits on the rug in front of Srila Prabhupada's trunk and Srila Prabhupada places a paper plate of prasadam before him. Steve looks around and then bows down to offer obeisances to Srila Prabhupada.) 
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is proper. You are making advancement.

(Music or bhajan. Steve eats for a few moments then offer obeisances again and goes back to his office.)

Narrator: On August 31st, 1966, Srila Prabhupada and a few of his followers, including Steve, had responded to an invitation to participate in a peace vigil at the United Nations building uptown. The organizers had not allowed the devotees to hold kirtan, so the devotees had chanted japa for two hours. The next day, Steve showed Srila Prabhupada a clipping from the New York Post:

Steve: Swamiji, look. They have referred to you here as "Sami Krishna!"

Srila Prabhupada: "Sami Krishna?" That's all right. Where are you? (Steve points) Oh, you chant like this, with your head down?

(They both laugh. Steve returns to his office. Music.)

Narrator: Srila Prabhupada had said one evening that the mango was "the King of all fruits" and that it was difficult to obtain in this country. Steve knew that there was a store on First Avenue that always kept a stock of fresh mangoes in the cooler.

Every day, after getting off work, Steve would purchase one nice mango and bring it to Srila Prabhupada.

(Steve looks at his watch, sees that it is time to stop working. He closes his ledger and walks offstage briefly, then comes back on with a mango in his hand. He walks to Srila Prabhupada's room, knocks, and is let in. There are several young men sitting before Srila Prabhupada.)
Steve: Hare Krsna. (Places mango on desk before Srila Prabhupada, offers obeisances.)
Srila Prabhupada: (as if talking to a small child) Very good boy.

(all laugh)
Srila Prabhupada: No, this is actually love. This is Krsna Consciousness.

Steve: Swamiji, you have said that pleasing Krsna is our life's perfection. I feel I can be many different persons. But, how do I know which person I should be to please Krsna? If I have many different selves, which self would you like me to be?

Srila Prabhupada: (to others) This boy is very nice. He does typing for me and sometimes gives me donations. So, you should all do like this.

Steve: Swamiji, I want to quit my job.

Srila Prabhupada: Oh? (disappointed) Why is this? You are offering such nice service.

Steve: But, I want to come daily and be part of the camp. I want to learn Krsna Consciousness.

Devotee: We could take jobs and let Steve spend more time here. Each of us could take turns going to work.

Srila Prabhupada: It is late now. Let us close our discussion now and take it up another day.

Devotees: Jai! Hare Krishna. (all leave)
Steve: Thank you, Swamiji.(Steve offers obeisances and goes back to his desk. He thinks aloud:) I guess I was wrong. Even though I thought that the association down at the Welfare Office is bad for me and I wanted to spend more time with Swamiji - he thinks I am doing the best service by giving my earnings to the temple. If that is the service he wants me to do then I should do it. That would please Krishna.

Narrator: Steve continued to type out newly edited sections of Srila Prabhupada's Srimad Bhagavatam. When the first initiation took place, Steve did not come. He did not feel he was quite ready to surrender his life to Krishna. The next day, he went to Srila Prabhupada's room to bring him the manuscripts he had typed.

Srila Prabhupada: (letting Steve in) You did not come yesterday for initiation.

Steve: No, I didn't think I was ready.

Srila Prabhupada: That's alright.

(Srila Prabhupada sits behind the trunk he uses for a desk and Steve places before him a stack of typed pages.)

Steve: I stayed home to type.

Srila Prabhupada: Thank you. (moves the pages aside, gives Steve some grapes) Krsna will bless you. There is to be a marriage ceremony tomorrow night and I am personally inviting you to come. Two of my disciples, Mukunda dasa and Janaki dasi are their new names, are to be married. Come at 5 o'clock.

Steve: I would very much like to come. Thank you for asking me.

Srila Prabhupada: (gives Steve some more manuscripts to type. Steve starts to leave.) This process is not automatic. Don't simply take this work and do it  mechanically. If you love me, then I will love you. Do you understand?

Steve: Yes, Swamiji. Hare Krsna.

Srila Prabhupada: Hare Krsna.

(Steve leaves, very happy)

Narrator: This statement of Srila Prabhupada's made Steve very determined not to let anything hinder him from engaging in transcendental loving service for the pleasure of his Spiritual Master. Two weeks later, on Radhastami, September 23, 1966, Steve was initiated by Srila Prabhupada. He was given the name Satsvarupa dasa, which means "the servant of Krsna, the Embodiment of Truth." He was a sincere and determined disciple. He was very serious about following every order that Srila Prabhupada gave him, such as improving the quality of Back to Godhead Magazine, which Srila Prabhupada had started in India in 1944, and distributing this magazine all over the world. 
In 1972, Satsvarup dasa took the Sannyassa order of life to further increase his preaching. He has written many books about Srila Prabhupada and about his own realizations in the practice of Krsna Consciousness.
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