"Stay High Forever"PRIVATE 

Scene One

(Reporters interview Kirtanananda and Hayagriva and other devotees)

1st Reporter: What is it? Is it a cult, a religion, a philosophy or what?

2nd Reporter: So, this is some sort of spiritual high? Is it like LSD?

(Devotees laugh)

1st Reporter: Do you get high from this?

2nd Reporter: Is it like a drug?

Kirtanananda: Yes, you do.

Hayagriva: No, no - no drugs!

1st Reporter: So, it makes you high?

Kirtanananda: Oh yeah  but the thing is, you can stay high forever!

1st Reporter: "Stay High Forever," can I quote you on that?

Kirtanananda: You sure can 

Hayagriva: Krsna's the highest! He is the Supreme, the Absolute. There's nothing higher than this … what we're doing here everyday 

2nd Reporter: So, what is your stand on drugs?

Hayagriva: We have four Regulative Principles : No drugs  no meat-eating  no illicit sex and no gambling.

2nd Reporter: Doesn't sound like it would be accepted on the West Coast right now.

Devotee: Why? What's happening on the West Coast? 

2nd Reporter: Haven't you heard about the Hippy Revolution in San Francisco? (devotees look blank about the subject) Haight Ashbury? Free Love? "Drugs, Sex and Rock 'n' Roll"? "Turn on, Tune In and Drop Out"? Sounds like the opposite of what you're talking about.

Hayagriva: Drop in, tune out, turn off?  Well, that just says that people are looking for something in their life 

Kirtanananda: And we know what they're looking for. (He chimes karatals) Don't we?

(They have a kirtan)

Scene Two - Recording "the Happening Album" 

(Srila Prabhupada and devotees sit on mats with incense and flowers around them. There are many microphones. Play tape of last few minutes of Srila Prabhupada's singing. After a long silence the Recording Engineer comes out.)

Recording Engineer: All right, Thank you, Swami. Thank you, guys. (to Srila Prabhupada) Are you tired of singing, sir?

Prabhupada: No, no. I am fine.

Recording Engineer: Good, because we'd like to do about ten minutes more on the side with your address to the listeners ... Just give us a moment to set up the tape.

(Devotee brings Srila Prabhupada some water.)

Recording Engineer: Uh, Swami  could you move over to that mike, please?  All right, when you're ready. 

(Play chanting again. Narrator speaks over the chanting and it continues until the end of the scene.)

Narrator:  In December of 1966 at the Adelphi Studios near Times Square, Srila Prabhupada and the devotees make a studio recording of the Maha Mantra under the name "The Hare Krsna Chanters" at the invitation of a recording executive who thought this new transcendental sound just might be a big seller.

Recording Engineer: (seeing devotees out) That was great. Really fine. It's gonna be beautiful. Thank you. And thank you. How are you doing, Swami? 

Prabhupada: Now I am tired.

Devotee: Oh yes, it is late! We should get back. Thank you.

Other Devotees: Yeah, thanks. Hare Krsna. Good night!

Recording Engineer: I'll see you on the Hit Parade!

Scene Three  - Back at the Temple

(Devotees are reading newspapers)

Kirtanananda: Well, hey! We're getting' some press coverage anyway!

Hayagriva: Yeah, I just hope it's good … I hope they get it right 

Kirtanananda: Well, you know what the Swami said last time … as long as they spell Krsna's name right, that is good press.

(They laugh as Srila Prabhupada enters)

Prabhupada: What does it say?

Hayagriva: (reads) The headline says "STAY HIGH FOREVER."

(Srila Prabhupada laughs)

Kirtanananda: Swami?

Prabhupada: Yes?

Kirtanananda: What do you think about San Francisco and this gathering of the tribes that Harvey Cohen was talking about? Harvey's been out West for a while now and he says that the Hippies are really ripe for Krsna Consciousness. The young people are experimenting with many alternative lifestyles and philosophies.

Prabhupada: I think we should go there. Mukunda dasa has gone there to open a center. As soon as he has a place, I will go there.

(jet sound. Popular music of the time such as Crown of Creation by Jefferson Airplane is heard.)
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