The War On Maya - Every Town And Village - The Jet Age Swami

Scene One - San Fransisco - 1969

Narrator: The previous year, Srila Prabhupada had sent three couples to England to establish a center. They had been in England for nine months. As they related to Srila Prabhupada in letters, it was a hard struggle but Srila Prabhupada constantly gave them hope and encouragement.

(Mataji runs in with a newspaper)

Mataji: Oh, Srila Prabhupada, there's an article in the San Francisco Chronicle about the devotees in London!

Prabhupada: Ah, what does it say?

Mataji: (everyone crowds around to see) Well, there's a picture of the devotees with little Sarasvati and the headline is "Krishna Chant  Startles London" Oh, it quotes Gurudas saying " Hare Krsna is a chant that sets God dancing on your tongue" 

Prabhupada: Hmmmm. Very good.

Mataji: Uh  it says, "they have a strict regimen - no meat-eating, no illicit sex, no intoxicants, but they look very well on it."

(Devotees laugh as they pass the newspaper around. Lights fade and come on. Srila Prabhupada sits by phone. On the other side of the stage, the London devotees huddle around the speaker phone.)

Yamuna:  so now we have a temporary temple!

Mukunda: And we have three new devotees!

Prabhupada: Very good!

Gurudasa: Shaved heads, dhotis, the whole kaboodle!

Prabhupada: Oh, and are you making chapatis?

(The devotees laugh.)

Yamuna: No, Swamiji.

Mukunda: But, they will be now!

(more laughter)

Yamuna: We miss you, Swamiji.

All: Yes, yes, we miss you so much!

Prabhupada: And I miss you. Soon  I will come there  Just keep chanting and Krsna will provide.

All: Hari Bol!

Scene Two - London

(Technicians set the devotees up for a recording session. Yamuna is the lead singer. Paul is at the controls. The technicians talk silently as if they are behind glass. Play Radha Krsna Temple album throughout scene.)

Syamasundar: (aloud as he writes) "Dear Swamiji, the weather is damp and miserable; you would not like February in London. Very little sun  but, one big ray of hope - last week, I was at Apple Records hoping to meet someone connected to the Beatles  the room was very crowded  then George Harrison was coming down the stairs from a meeting and he saw me. He came over and sat down beside me and said, "Where have you been? I've been trying to meet the Hare Krsna people for years. " I was astounded; I was almost too surprised to speak. But, we talked for an hour or more and George said, " Why don't you come to my place tomorrow?"

  I went and the other Beatles were there - John, Paul and Ringo. They all had questions, but George was especially interested. By the way, he is a fan of yours: he has one of your first records and plays it all the time.

Malati: (as she writes)  at the recording session, we were doing the Hare Krsna tune from the musical "Hair" as a 45 single and Paul McCartney and his wife were kinda at the controls and George was playing the organ  we put tilak on the technicians. It was ecstatic!  Then, at the record release party George had a pavilion built for us and had the reporters and photographers brought out on buses. The first day, we sold 70 ,000 copies! And, a few weeks later, we were on the TV show "Top of the Pops" with our record.

(Music swells to climax as lights fade.)

Scene Three - London 1969

Narrator: When Srila Prabhupada landed at Heathrow Airport in London in September 1969, the reception was organized by Apple Records and Lufthansa Airlines. John Lennon and Yoko Ono had invited the devotees to live in their recently purchased manor at Tittenhurst in return for help with the renovations.

Devotee: Swamiji, this is John's gardener.

Gardener: How do you do, sir?

Prabhupada: The grounds are very nice. Is the entire property as overgrown as this?

Gardener: Oh, that; John is letting the lawn grow wild. He likes the wild look.

Prabhupada: Hmmm (hearing hammering sounds) They are working late?

Syamasundar: Well  there's so much to be done. John wants the manor stripped to the joints  and it's a pretty big space.

Prabhupada: Yes this "arrangement" with Mr. Lennon seems more like business that charity. I cannot see  (small figure runs through the grass to Malati) And who is this? This couldn't be little Sarasvati, could it!? Why, she looks big enough to go to Gurukula. Yes? Do you want to go to Gurukula? (Sarasvati shakes her head "no") Oh yes, do you know what I am going to do? I am going to put a stamp on your forehead, put you in a red mailbox and send you off to Gurukula. (Sarasvati giggles) Yes, I have a stamp right here  I'm going to put it on your forehead  (He comes towards her and she runs away giggling. Srila Prabhupada and the devotees laugh, looking off in the direction she has gone.) Yes, there is our next generation, we must make preparations for them. (Sound of thunder) It is getting late. (He starts off and the devotees follow.) She is how old, now?

Malati: Four years.

Prabhupada: Hmm. Is it always raining here?

Scene Four - John Lennon's House. September 1969

(sound of rain)

Narrator: George Harrison, John Lennon and his girlfriend, Yoko Ono, came to visit Srila Prabhupada. Along with the other Beatles, they were at that time, as John boasted, "more famous than Jesus Christ." Although John and Yoko had been arrested on drug charges the previous year, Srila Prabhupada treated the Beatles as important men, respected leaders of the Western civilization. 

Prabhupada: (in mid-speech)  So, it is said that whatever a great man does, the common man will follow. And so, you are leaders  thousands of young people follow you  they like you  you are intelligent, I just ask that you try to understand this philosophy. If you think it is nice, take it up. You can change the face o the world.

(John and George look at each other.)

John: Well, that's what we want to do.

Prabhupada: So, what philosophy are you following?

John: Following?

Yoko: We don't follow anything. We are just living.

George: We've done meditation (gets look from John and Yoko)  Or, I do my meditation, mantra meditation.

John: We still have to keep sifting, like through sand, to see who's got the best.

Prabhupada: But, who is to say  best? No, correct process is to seek a bona fide Spiritual Master and accept his authority. 

(John and Yoko react negatively.)

John: Yes, we've had experience of "guru" with the Maharishi. But, there are so many "gurus" out there. 

Prabhupada: Yes  many false gurus as well.

Yoko: If God is kind, how come there are so many false gurus?

Prabhupada: Yes, Krsna is very kind; He gives everyone exactly what they want  a lot of people want to be fooled.

John: Well, Swamiji, how can you tell a true guru from a false one?

Prabhupada: Find the one who is most addicted to Krsna!

(John and Yoko look at one another and stifle a laugh.)

George: Right on! (All laugh as Srila Prabhupada nods.)

John: Well, thank you, Swamiji. It's been grand, but I must attend to business. Enjoy your stay here at Tittenhurst  see you later, George. 

(John and Yoko turn to go. George leans to Srila Prabhupada to speak in confidence.)

Yoko: Look at how simply he's living, John. Could you live like that?

(John looks about, shrugs and lifts his hands in a "I don't know" gesture. They exit.)

Scene Five 

Narrator: Srila Prabhupada's audience was expanding. He gave lectures all over London. London has a large Indian populace and they were coming to his engagements. He even appeared on a Popular TV interview show "Late Night Lineup."

Interviewer: So, are you a Buddhist, then?

Prabhupada: No, no, just the opposite. You must try to understand -this Krsna Consciousness is not a religion. It is a great Spiritual Science, culminating in pure love of God.

Interviewer: Hmmmm, right (looking at list of questions) Swami, do you have a concept of "Hell" in your Religion?

Prabhupada: Yes, London is Hell.

(Devotees laugh uproariously.)

Interviewer: Harumph  ahh

Prabhupada: It is always damp, cloudy and raining. In India, the sun is always shining.

Interviewer: Well  uh  

(Devotees titter, shush each other.)

Prabhupada: (seeing his host's discomfort) Of course, it is a very great credit to the English people to have established such a great civilization in such a climate.

(applause) 

Interviewer: Well, yes, I suppose it is at that  well, moving on 

Scene Six

(The devotees are crowded together, laughing over the newspaper as Srila Prabhupada enters.)

Prabhupada: So  what did the newspapers say?

Devotee: (surprised) Srila Prabhupada!

Others: Jai Srila Prabhupada! Hare Krsna! Hari Bol!

2nd Devotee: (holding newspaper) It quotes you in the headline: "Swami Calls London Hell!" 

(Srila Prabhupada chuckles and the devotees laugh.)

Prabhupada: Well, it is. (more laughter) And how many times does the article mention Krsna?

2nd Devotee: (Counts) Three, four  five times!

Prabhupada: Acha, then it is good. Actually, there is a saying, "Any publicity is better than no publicity."

(Devotees murmur assent) Anyway, we have other "news" - the new temple on Burry Place is nearly ready. It is not good for us to continue staying here. My secretaries have found me an apartment so we will be leaving here in a few days. (More murmuring from devotees.) And  Mr. George Harrison has generously donated the $19,000 needed to publish the Krsna Book Volume One.

All: Jai! How wonderful! Excellent! Hari Bol!

Narrator: Srila Prabhupada had succeeded where his Godbrothers had failed - he had established a base center in London, tehe hub of the British Empire. He was leaving Tittenhurst to fulfill one of his Spiritual Master's fondest dreams. Soon he would instill Radha Krsna dieties in this new temple in London.

Syamasundar: Swamiji, the car is packed and ready to go.

Prabhupada: I want to say goodbye to a few friends, first.

Narrator: Srila Prabhupada walked up to the trees and touched their leaves, talking to them, appearing to bid them farewell. That night, a violent storm hit Tittenhurst, uprooting many of the rare trees of the estate.

  Less than two months later, Srila Prabhupada was back in the United States. On his way back to Los Angeles, he visited the Boston Temple. The devotees there had acquired a printing press, his Spiritual Master's "big mrdunga."
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