                        The Syamantaka Jewel #2
PRIVATE 

From the Krsna Book Chapter 56

Narrator:  There was once a king of the name Satrajit within the jurisdiction of Dwaraka Dhama. He was a great devotee of the Sun God, who awarded him the benediction of a jewel known as Syamantaka. Wherever this jewel was kept, the people would have great prosperity and there would not be famine, pestilence, or even excessive heat or cold. When this jewel was worn in a locket around his neck, he appeared exactly like an imitation of the Sun God. 

Scene One - Krsna's Palace

(Satrajit walks onstage. Citizens notice him and go to Krsna.)

Citizen #1: My dear Lord Narayana, You are the Supreme 


Personality of Godhead. Your fame and glory is spread everywhere.

Citizen 2: The Sun God has come to Dwaraka just to se you!

Krsna:    My dear sirs, this is not the Sun God. The person who you are speaking of is Satrajit. Because of his service to the Sun God, he was awarded the jewel Syamantaka.

Scene Two - the Temple

(Satrajit worships jewel. Krsna enters.)

Krsna:     My dear Satrajit, since the best of everything should be

 
given to the king, please hand the jewel over to King Ugrasena. 

Satrajit: (to himself) Hmm why should I give it to the king? I get 170 pounds of gold each day! I will not give it to the king! I will keep it in the temple and worship it. (to Krsna) No, I have decided to keep the jewel.

Narrator:  After this incident, Satrajit's younger brother,

 
Prasena, took the jewel and placed it around his own neck, wanting to show off the family's opulence.

(act out scene)


A lion attacked Prasena in the forest and killed him. Jambavan, a great devotee of Lord Ramachandra who lived in the forest slew the lion and took away the jewel. He did not care for the jewel and gave it to his young child.

Satrajit: (pacing with anxiety) My brother has not returned with the jewel. Krsna wanted that jewel; He must have killed Prasena and taken it away!

(Satrajit stomps off, Citizens gossip)

Narrator:  The false rumor that Krsna had killed Prasena and taken the jewel spread everywhere like wildfire. Krsna did not like to be defamed in that way, and therefore He decided that He would go to the forest and find the Satrajit jewel. He proceeded to search the forest, accompanied by some of the citizens of Dwaraka. 

Krsna:     Here you can see Prasena's tracks and those of a lion. Over here is the body of Prasena, but the jewel is missing.

(They walk about for a few minutes and then find the body of the lion.)


Only the mighty Jambavan could slay a lion like this. Jambavan must have taken the jewel to his cave. 

(They walk about for a few more turns.)


Here is the cave of Jambavan. I will go in alone. Please wait outside for me.

(Lights dim and come up again.) 

Scene Three - Jambavan's Cave

Nurse:     He's taking the jewel away from my boy! Oh no! Help! 


Stop thief! Jambavan! Help! Help me!

Narrator:  Hearing the nurse crying, Jambavan appeared on the scene in a very angry mood. Jambavan was actually a great devotee of Lord Krsna, but because he was in an angry mood, he could not recognize his master. He thought Krsna to be an ordinary trespasser. Jambavan then challenged Krsna to a fight.

Jambavan:  Prepare to meet Your doom, o foul trespasser and thief! There is no mortal in all the three worlds who can withstand the force of my sword! 

Narrator: (as the story is acted out) There was then a great fight between Krsna and Jambavan in which they fought like two opposing vultures. Krsna and Jambavan first of all fought with weapons, then with stones, then big tree trunks, then hand to hand until at last they were hitting one another with their fists and the blows were like the striking of thunderbolts. Each was expecting victory over the other, but the fighting continued for days, both in daytime and at night, without stopping. In this way, the fighting continued for twenty-eight days. 

Jambavan:  My dear Lord Krsna, I realize now that You are my Lord Ramachandra. Please forgive me. You may take the jewel and my young daughter, Jambavati as well.

Krsna:     I came simply to get the jewel so that I would not be defamed in Dwaraka. Now I will take it and your daughter back to Dwaraka so that all may understand the full story.

Scene Five - Krsna's Palace

(Citizens cheer when Krsna and Jambavati enter Krsna's Palace)

Krsna:     When I entered the cave, I had a fight with Jambavan. In the end, he realized who I was and he gave Me the jewel and his daughter. Satrajit may have the jewel. He may worship the jewel as he did before and thus there will always be peace and prosperity in Dwaraka.

(Krsna hands Satrajit the jewel. Satrajit leaves.)









