Lord Krsna Rescues 16,000 Princesses and Kills Bhaumasura

From the Krsna, Chapter 59 by His Divine Grace AC. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Note- Way back in the early days, the devotees used to put on plays as complex as this with very little rehearsal or settings. We simply dressed Krsna up very nicely and put some rags, wigs and beards on the demons (everyone wanted to be a demon!) and fought enthusiastically with a variety of plastic baseball bats, tridents and swords from the novelty store, with some wrestling and kicking thrown in. The Narrator would shout over loud, lively music. The audience loved it! After the play, we had the cast run about collecting donations for props for the next play.

Scene -In Dvaraka, Lord Krsna sits on a throne with His wife, Satyabhama and Lord Indra appeals for help.

Lord Indra: My dear Lord Krsna, generally, the demons are always against the demigods. 

    This demon, Bhaumasura, having become very powerful, took by force the umbrella from the throne of the demigod Varuna!

    He also took the earrings of Aditi, the mother of the demigods! He conquered a portion of heavenly Mount Meru and occupied the portion which was known as Mani-parvata! 

     O Lord, on behalf of the demigods, we beseech you to go personally to the demon's fortress in Pragjyotisa-pura and put an end to this demon!

Krsna: O King of the heavenly planets, Indra, yes, I will go immediately go there and chastise Bhaumasura! (They all leave.)

Narrator: Lord Krsna, accompanied by His wife Satyabhama, immediately started for the abode of Bhaumasura. Both of them rode on the back of Garuda, who flew them to Pragjyotisa-pura, the capital city of Bhaumasura. (Use mystical -sounding music and special effects.)

    It was not a very easy task to enter into the city of Pragjyotisa-pura, because it was very well fortified. First of all, there were four formidable forts guarding the four directions of the city, and it was well-protected on all sides by formidable military strength. 

     The next boundary was a water canal all around the city, and in addition the whole city was surrounded with electric wires. 

     The next fortification was of anila, a gaseous substance. 

      After this, there was a network of barbed wiring constructed by a demon of the name Mura. It appeared that the city was well-protected even in terms of today’s scientific advancements.

     When Krsna arrived (Loud music and sound effects of fighting noises. The Narrator has to shout over the music and fight noises like an excited Sports Broadcaster.) He broke all the forts to pieces by the strokes of His club (Krsna swings His club in all directions.)  and the military strength scattered here and there by the constant onslaught of the arrows of Krsna. 

    With His celebrated Sudarsana-cakra (disc weapon), He counteracted the electrified boundary; the channels of water and the gaseous boundary were made null and void, and He cut to pieces the electrified network fabricated by the demon Mura. 

     By the vibration of His conch shell, He not only broke the hearts of great fighters, but also the fighting machines which were there. Similarly, the walls around the city were broken by His invincible club. 

    The vibration of His conch shell sounded like the thunderbolt at the time of the dissolution of the whole cosmic situation. (Krsna blows his conch shell. Mura demon enters.)

     The demon Mura heard the vibration of the conch shell, awakened from his sleep, and personally came out to see what had happened. 

       He had five heads and had long been living within the water. 

       The Mura demon was as brilliant as the sun at the time of the dissolution of the cosmic manifestation, and his temper was like blazing fire. The effulgence of his body was so dazzling that it was difficult to see him with open eyes.

         When he came out, he first of all took out his trident and began to rush the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

          The onslaught of the demon Mura was like a big snake attacking Garuda. His angry mood was very severe, and he appeared ready to devour the three worlds. Whirling his trident, he began to vibrate sounds through his five faces like the roaring of a lion. The roaring produced by the vibration of his mouths spread all over the atmosphere until it extended not only all over the world, but also into outer space, up and down and out to the ten directions. In this way, the sound was rumbling throughout the whole universe. 

           Lord Krsna saw that the trident of the Mura demon was gradually rushing toward His carrier, Garuda. Immediately, by a trick of His hand, He took two arrows and threw them toward the trident, cutting it to pieces.  Simultaneously, using many arrows, He pierced the mouths of the demon Mura. 

      When he saw himself outmaneuvered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Mura demon immediately began to strike Him in great anger with his club. But Lord Krsna, with His own club, broke the club of Mura to pieces before it could reach Him. 

     The demon, bereft of his weapon, decided to attack Krsna with his strong arms, but by the aid of His Sudarsana-cakra, Krsna immediately separated the demon’s five heads from his body. The demon then fell into the water, just as the peak of a mountain falls into the ocean after being struck by the thunderbolt of Indra. (Mura falls down, dead)

    This demon Mura had seven sons, named Tamra, Antariksa, Sravana, Vibhavasu, Vasu, Nabhasvan and Aruna. (The demons enter with weapons and prepare to fight. They strut about and boast.) All of them became puffed up and vengeful because of the death of their father, and in order to retaliate, they prepared in great anger to fight with Krsna. 

     They equipped themselves with necessary weapons and situated Pitha, another demon, to act as commander in the battle. All of them combinedly attacked Krsna. (More loud crashes and clangs and fight noises!)

     When they came before Lord Krsna, they began to shower Him with many kinds of weapons, like swords, clubs, lances, arrows and tridents. But, Krsna cut all the weapons of the sons of Bhaumasura into pieces, like grains. Krsna then threw His weapons, and Bhaumasura’s commander-in-chief, Pitha, along with his assistants, fell down, their military dress cut off and their heads, legs, arms and thighs severed. All of them were sent to the superintendent of death, Yamaraja. (Bhaumasura, the largest demon, enters.)

     Bhaumasura was also known as Narakasura, for he happened to be the son of the earth personified. When he saw that all his soldiers, commanders and fighters were killed on the battlefield by the strokes of the weapons of the Personality of Godhead, he became exceedingly angry at the Lord. 

   The demon Bhaumasura immediately released a weapon called Sataghni, by which he could kill hundreds of warriors with one stroke, and simultaneously all his assistants also threw their respective weapons at the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord Krsna began to counteract all these weapons by releasing His feathered arrows. The result of this fight was that all the soldiers and commanders of Bhaumasura fell to the ground, their arms, legs and heads separated from their trunks, and all their horses and elephants also fell with them. In this way, all the weapons released by Bhaumasura were cut to pieces by the reaction of the Lord’s arrows.

     Bhaumasura alone remained on the battlefield, and he thus came to see that none of his tricks would act upon Krsna, and he became aware that all his attempts to kill Krsna would be frustrated. Yet he attempted for the last time, taking a trident in his hand to strike Him.

       Krsna was so dexterous that before Bhaumasura could touch his trident, his head was cut off by the sharp Sudarsana-cakra. His head, illuminated by earrings and helmets, fell down on the battlefield. 

     On the occasion of Bhaumasura’s being killed by Lord Krsna, all the demon’s relatives began to scream in disappointment, and the saintly persons began to glorify the chivalrous activities of the Lord. Taking this opportunity, the denizens of the heavenly planets began to shower flowers on the Lord. (Bhumi, the Earth personified appears and offers obeisances to the Lord.)

Bhumi: My dear Lord, I am Bhumi, the Earth personified. Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto You. O Lord, You are always present with four kinds of symbols, namely the conch shell, disc, lotus and club, and You are the Lord of all demigods. 

      My dear Lord, the lotus flower is grown out of Your navel, and You are always decorated with a garland of lotus flowers. Your eyes are always spread like the petals of the lotus flower, and therefore they are all-pleasing to the eyes of others. Your lotus feet are so soft and delicate that they are always worshiped by Your unalloyed devotees, and they pacify their lotus-like hearts. I therefore repeatedly offer my respectful obeisances unto You.

     You possess all kinds of religions, fame, property, knowledge and renunciation; You are the shelter of all five opulences. Although You are all-pervading, You have nevertheless appeared as the son of Vasudeva.  Please, therefore, accept my respectful obeisances. You are the original Supreme Personality of Godhead and the supreme cause of all causes.  Only Your Lordship is the reservoir of all knowledge. Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto You. (She garlands the Lord. Bhagadatta enters.)

     My dear Lord, may I inform You that this boy, whose name is Bhagadatta, is the son of my son, Bhaumasura. He has been very much affected by the ghastly situation created by the death of his father and has become very much confused, being afraid of the present situation. I have therefore brought him to surrender unto Your lotus feet. I request Your Lordship to give shelter to this boy and bless him with Your lotus feet. I am bringing him to You, so that he may become relieved from the reactions of all the sinful activities of his father.

Narrator: When Lord Krsna heard the prayers of mother earth, He immediately assured her of immunity from all fearful situations. He said to Bhagadatta: 

Krsna: Don’t be afraid, Bhagadatta.

Narrator: Then, He entered the palace of Bhaumasura, which was equipped with all kinds of opulences. In the palace of Bhaumasura, Lord Krsna saw 16,100 young princesses, who had been kidnapped and held captive there. 

      When the princesses saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, enter the palace, they immediately became captivated by the beauty of the Lord and prayed for His causeless mercy. Within their minds, they decided to accept Lord Krsna as their husband without any hesitation. 

      Each one of them began to pray to Providence that Krsna might become her husband. Sincerely and seriously, they offered their hearts to the lotus feet of Krsna with an unalloyed devotional attitude. (lively music)

Krsna: My dear beautiful girls, now you may each go to your respective homes. 

Princess: Our dear Lord, how can we go home? Who will marry us now? The Vedic injunction is that young girls are kept very carefully at home until marriage. They should not even allow the Sun god to recognize them!

    It is said that a woman is protected throughout three stages of her life. In childhood, she is protected by her father. In mid-life, she is protected by her strong husband. In old age, the husband retires to devote his time completely to religion and service but the wife is protected by her sons.

    Because the demon Bhaumasura was so powerful, our fathers were not able to keep us from being stolen away. Although no harm came to us, how can we go home? Surely, the townspeople will spread false rumors about us!

Krsna: What is that you wish?

Princess: We want You to marry all of us! We know for certain that You alone can give us all protection because nothing is impossible for You!

Krsna: So be it.

Narrator: As the Supersoul in everyone’s heart, Krsna could understand their uncontaminated desire, and He agreed to accept them as His wives. Thus, He arranged for suitable dresses and ornaments for them, and each of them, seated on a palanquin, was dispatched to Dvaraka City. 

    Krsna also collected unlimited wealth from the palace, along with chariots, horses, jewels and treasure. He took from the palace fifty white elephants, each with four tusks, and all of them were dispatched to Dvaraka.

     After this incident, (Indra and his wife, Saci, enter) Lord Krsna and Satyabhama entered Amaravati, the capital city of the heavenly planet, and they immediately entered the palace of King Indra and his wife, Sacidevi, who welcomed them. 

Krsna: My dear Lord Indra, the demons have all been conquered and peace and safety restored to the heavenly planets. The 16, 000 Princesses stolen by Bhaumasura have also been rescued.

      Here also are the dazzling earrings of Aditi, bedecked with jewels and gold. They were returned by Bhumi, the mother of Bhaumasura. She also returned the umbrella of Varuna, along with another valuable jewel. (Krsna and Satyabhama start to leave.)

Satyabhama: My dear Lord, do you remember the time when Your devotee, Narada Muni, when returning from the heavenly planets, took a parijata flower and presented it to Your senior wife, Sri Rukmini-devi. 

     At that time, You promised that You would also obtain a parijata flower for me, on Your next visit to Indraloka. 

Krsna: My dear Satyabhama, why are you asking for only one flower? I would like to give you a whole tree of parijata flowers! (Krsna uproots a large parijata plant and presents it to Satyabhama. She is pleased and they exit.)

Narrator: Actually, Krsna had purposely taken His wife, Satyabhama, with Him so she could collect the parijata with her own hand. But, the denizens of the heavenly planet, including Indra, became very irritated. Without their permission, Satyabhama had plucked a parijata plant, which is not to be found on the earth planet.

Indra: Arrgh!! What's this!? How can we allow Krsna to take the parijata flower to the lower planets! The people of Bharata-Bhumi do not deserve such a flower! How can they maintain it!? It will never be able to blossom there! The common people will simply become puffed up and expect to enjoy more of our hard-won opulence!

Narrator: Indra, along with other demigods, offered opposition to Krsna and Satyabhama for taking away the plant, but in order to please His favorite wife Satyabhama, Krsna became determined and adamant, so there was a fight between the demigods and Krsna. (more clashing of weapons and fighting! After defeating Indra, Krsna and Satyabhama exit and Indra exits by other side.) 

     As usual, Krsna came out victorious, and He triumphantly brought the parijata plant chosen by His wife to this earth planet, to Dvaraka. 

    After this, the plant was installed in the palace garden of Satyabhama. On account of this extraordinary tree, the garden house of Satyabhama became extraordinarily beautiful. As the parijata plant came down to the earthly planet, the fragrance of the flower also came down, and the celestial swans also migrated to this earth in search of its fragrance and honey. (Krsna and Rescued Princesses enter. Brahmana presides. They exchange flower garlands to represent their marriage.)

     After defeating Indra, Krsna arranged to marry the 16,100 girls brought from the custody of Bhaumasura. By expanding Himself in 16,100 forms, He simultaneously married them all in different palaces in one auspicious moment. 

     The queens of Krsna were all expansions of the goddess of fortune, Laksmiji. Krsna used to live with them in different palaces. All the palaces of the more than 16,000 queens of Krsna were full with suitable gardens, furniture and other paraphernalia, of which there is no parallel in this world.  He thus established the truth that Krsna and no one else is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. There is nothing impossible, for Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead; He is all-powerful, omnipresent and imperishable. 

(Bhajan)
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