The Battle Between Salva and the Yadu Dynasty

From Krsna Book Chapter 76PRIVATE 

SCENE ONE

(Salva enters with three warriors. They appear war weary.)

1st Warrior: Salva! We have been defeated by the soldiers of the Yadu dynasty!

2nd Warrior: And Krsna has successfully abducted the lotus-eyed Princess Rukmini just as a jackal takes the booty away from a lion.

Salva: My dear friends, now hear me. I make a promise before all of you that I will, in the future, rid the whole world of all the members of the Yadu dynasty! Yes! And I will kill Krsna! 

3rd Warrior: But how?

Salva: I shall undergo severe austerities in order to please Lord Siva. In this way, I will get the strength to execute my plans. 

(The warriors leave. The stage darkens. Salva sits in meditation. Music. After a while, the stage brightens and Lord Siva enters and touches Salva.)

Siva: My dear Salva, you have undergone severe austerities, eating no more than a handful of ashes daily for one year. I am quickly satisfied if someone performs such penance in order to please me. Now you may ask me to fulfil your heart’s desire.

Salva: I desire the gift of an airplane which would be so strong that it could not be destroyed by any demigod, demon, human being, Gandarva, Naga, or even Rakshasha. Moreover, I desire that the airplane be able to fly anywhere and everywhere. I would like to pilot it, and it should be specifically very dangerous and fearful to the dynasty of the Yadus.

Siva: So be it.

Narrator: Salva took the help of the demon Maya to manufacture this iron airplane, which was so strong and formidable that no one could crash it. It was almost as big as a city and it could fly and at such great speeds that it was almost impossible to see where it was ands so there was no question of attacking it. Although it might be dark outside, Salva could fly it anywhere and everywhere. Salva immediately attacked the city of Dwaraka, the capital city of the Yadus, not only from the sky but also by surrounding it with a large number of infantry. 

SCENE TWO Dwaraka

(Use all special effects - darkness, strong music, colored lights, flashes, strobe, etc and the loud roaring sound of Salva’s airplane. The citizens run about in fear.)

1st Citizen: What is happening?? What has covered the sky??

2nd Citizen: And that strange sound from overhead??

3rd Citizen: The soldiers of Salva, the enemy of Krsna and Balarama have entered the city destroying the parks and palaces! Led by the mighty warrior Dhyumna, they are harassing the citizens!!

(Loud crashes and other sound effects.)

2nd Citizen: Look! It’s dropping huge slabs of stones, tree trunks and poisonous snakes over the city!

1st Citizen: Thunderbolts are smashing the government buildings!!

(Pradyumna and Yadu warriors enter and the stage becomes well lit and less chaotic.)

3rd Citizen: Save us, Pradyumna ! Help us please, Pradyumna!!

Pradyumna: Do not be afraid. The Soldiers of the Yadu dynasty will protect you.

(There is fierce fighting, hand to hand and with swords, etc. but Salva’s men are driven off the stage. Sound effects continue.)

1st Citizen: Wonderful feat!

2nd Citizen: Pradyumna is indeed a great, chivalrous hero!

3rd Citizen: But still, the airplane occupied by Salva is very mysterious!! It is so extraordinary that sometimes there appears to be many airplanes in the sky and sometimes there appears to be none!!

4th Citizen: Sometimes it is visible and sometimes it is invisible!!

3rd Citizen: Look! There it is on the ground!!

2nd Citizen: No, there in the sky!

1st Citizen: Look! Resting on the peak of that hill!

2nd Citizen: Now it is floating on the water!

1st Citizen: It flies like a firefly in the wind - it is not steady even for a moment!!

(Pradyumna and soldiers raise their bows and pantomime that they are shooting many arrows at the airplane as it flies in all directions. The airplane crashes and is silent.) 

4th Citizen: The airplane has been brought down merely by the arrows of the Yadu dynasty!!

1st Citizen: Well done!! Well done!!

3rd Citizen: There is Salva himself being tended to by his soldiers! He has been rendered unconscious by the attack of our arrows!!

(Salva’s soldiers attack the Yadus again. After a while, Dyuman hits Pradyumna in the chest and Pradyumna is knocked unconscious.)

Salva’s man: Now Pradyumna is dead! Now he is dead!

(The other soldiers push Salva’s men off stage. Pradyumna’s charioteer drags Pradyumna aside. Everyone leaves. Lights dim and brighten again to indicate the passing of time. As the Charioteer tends him, Pradyumna regains consciousness.)

Pradyumna: Ohhhh, you have done the most abominable act! Why have you moved me from the battlefield while the battle is still going on? My dear charioteer, I have never heard that anyone in our family was ever removed from the battlefield. By this act of compassion, you have brought

great defamation upon me. It will be said that I left the battlefield out of weakness.(standing up) My dear charioteer, I must accuse you - you are a coward and an emasculator Tell me, how can I go before my father, Krsna, and what shall I say before my Uncle, Balarama? Everyone will talk about me and say that I fled to guard my life and if they inquire from me about this, what will be my reply? My sisters-in-laws will play jokes upon me with sarcastic words. They will say, “My dear hero, how have you become such a coward? How have you become a eunuch? How have you become so low in the eyes of fighters who oppose you?” You have created a great offense, my dear charioteer, son of Daruka, by removing me from the battlefield.

Charioteer: My dear sir, I wish a long life for you. I think that I did not do anything wrong, as it is the duty of the charioteer to aid the fighter in the chariot when he is in a precarious condition. Indeed, it is the mutual duty of the charioteer and the warrior to give protection to each other. My dear sir, you are completely competent in battlefield activities. The enemy all of a sudden struck you in the chest so severely that you lost consciousness. You were in a dangerous position, surrounded by your enemies! Therefore, I was obliged to act as I did. I was completely aware of the regulative principles of fighting and I did my duty. 

Pradyumna: (taking up his arms) Very well. Now take me to the place Salva’s commander in chief is standing! (they leave)

SCENE FOUR - Salva’s Camp

Soldier: Mighty Dyuman, in the absence of Pradyumna, we are gradually overcoming the army of the Yadus!

Dyuman: I am pleased. 

(Pradyumna suddenly appears. He shoots an arrow, which kills Dyuman, then leaves.)

Soldier Look! There in the distance you can see the flag bearing the insignia of Garuda! Krsna Himself has come to do battle with Salva!!

(Use Special Effects, Strong Music and the loud roar of Salva’s airplane again. All the soldiers come together to fight enthusiastically. When Krsna is center stage, He dissipates all the special effects.)

Krsna: Salva, I call you to stand and fight with Me.

Salva: (Entering with a large club) I am ready!!

(They fight as everyone else watches. Salva then strikes Krsna on the left side and Krsna’s bow, Sarnga falls from His hand.)

Yadus: Alas! Alas!

Salva: (chastising) You rascal, Krsna! You kidnapped Rukmini forcibly, even in our presence. You baffled my friend, Sisupala, and married Rukmini Yourself! And, in the great assembly at King Yudhisthira’s Rajasuya yajna, while Sisupala was a little absent-minded, You took the opportunity to kill him!! Everyone thinks that You are a great fighter and that no one can conquer You, so now You will have to prove Your strength!! I think that if You stand before me any longer, then with my sharpened arrows I shall send You to a place where You will never return!!!

Krsna: Foolish Salva, you are talking nonsensically! You do not know that the moment of death is already upon your head. Those who are actually heroes do not talk much. They prove their prowess by practical exhibition of chivalrous activities!

(Krsna strikes Salva’s collar bone with His club, injuring him severely. Krsna tries to strike Salva again but Salva disappears by his mystic powers. The onlookers are amazed and look all over for Salva.)

Man: (crying loudly) My Lord! My Lord! (He bows down before Krsna’s lotus feet.) Since You are the most beloved son of Your father, Vasudeva, Your mother has sent me to inform You of the most unfortunate news that Your father has been arrested by Salva and taken away by force! He took Vasudeva just as a butcher takes away an animal!!

(Krsna appears perturbed like an ordinary man. His lotus face shows signs of grief and He cries in a piteous tone.)

Krsna: How could this happen??! My Brother, Lord Balarama is there and it is impossible for anyone to conquer Balarama. He is in charge of Dwaraka City and I know that He is always alert. How could Salva possibly enter the city and arrest My father in that way? 
Whatever he may be, Salva’s power is limited, so how could it be possible that he has defeated the armies of Balaramaji and taken away My father, arresting him as described by this man? Alas! Destiny is, after all, very 

powerful!! (Salva enters with false Vasudeva.)

Salva: You rascal, Krsna, look ! This is Your father who has begotten You and by whose mercy You are still living! Now, just see how I kill Your father! If You have any strength, just try to save him!!

(Salva kills the false Vasudeva and drags the body offstage. The sound of his airplane is heard again. Krsna appears depressed for a moment.)

Krsna: NO, actually this has all been created by the mystic power of Salva. There was no messenger and My father has not been killed. I must slay this trickster Salva!!

(Airplane attacks again. Lots of noise, smoke, etc. Krsna races about shooting arrows. Finally there is a large crash.)

Yadu Soldier: Jai! Jai! Wonderful! Krsna has destroyed the amazing aircraft of Salva!!

2nd Soldier: But just see, Salva is very clever! He has jumped out of the airplane before it crashed and now he is running towards Krsna with upraised club! 

(Krsna tosses His Sudarsana Cakra weapon at Salva and Salva falls down dead.)

Yadu Soldier: (gasp) This is amazing !! We can actually see the spirit soul of Salva merging

 Into the transcendental body of Lord Krsna!! 

2nd Soldier: Krsna is so kind! He gives liberation to even the demons who please Him by offering the Lord a good fight!

Yadus: Hooray! Jai Sri Krsna!

Salvas Men: Alas! Alas! How can this be?

Dantavakra: I am Dantavakra, the King of Karusa, and I will avenge the untimely death of my friend Salva armed only with my anger and my club!

(Krsna takes up a club and comes forward to fight.)

Dantavakra: It is a great pleasure and fortunate opportunity, 
Krsna, that we are seeing each other face to face. You are my maternal cousin, and I should not kill You in this way but You have committed a great mistake by killing my friend, Salva. Moreover, You are not satisfied by killing Salva, I know that You want to kill me also. Because of Your determination, I must kill You by tearing You to pieces with my club. Krsna, although You are my relative, You are foolish. 

 You are our greatest enemy, so I must kill you today just as a person removes a boil on his body by a surgical procedure. I am always very much obliged to my friends and I therefore consider myself much indebted to my friend, Salva. I can liquidate my indebtedness to him only by killing You. 

(Dhantavakra hits Krsna upon the head with his club and makes a sound like a lion. But this blow does not bother Krsna in the slightest. Then, Krsna attacks Dantavakra, wielding His club very skillfully. He strikes Dantavakra’s chest so forcefully that his heart splits in twain. Dantavakra vomits blood and falls dead, spreading his arms and legs.) 

Yadu Soldier: Ohhh, such a wonderful sight! Once again we see that the spirit soul of Krsna’s opponents can be seen to directly merge into the transcendental body of Lord Krsna!!

2nd Soldier: How Glorious!

(Viduratha appears with sword and shield. He is overcome with grief and breathing heavily.)

Viduratha: AARRGHH!! I don’t believe it! You have killed my dear brother, Dantavakra and now You must fight with me!! 

(Krsna immediately employs His Sudarsan Cakra to kill Viduratha.)

1st Citizen: All Glorious to Sri Krsna!

2nd Citizen: Chant the Holy Names! 

(Kirtan or Bhajan)









