Lord Krsna’s Queens in Dvaraka

From the Krsna Book by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Chapter 90

Narrator: For all the queens of Dvaraka, Krsna only was their worshipable objective. They were always absorbed in thought of Krsna, the lotus-eyed and beautifully blackish Personality of Godhead. Sometimes, in thought of Krsna, they remained silent, and in great ecstasy of bhava and anubhava they sometimes spoke as if in delirium. Sometimes, even in the presence of Lord Krsna, they vividly described the pastimes they had enjoyed in the lake or in the river with Him. Some of such talk may be described here:

1st Queen: My dear kurari bird, now it is very late at night. Everyone is sleeping. The whole world is now calm and peaceful. At this time, the Supreme Personality of Godhead is sleeping, although His knowledge is undisturbed by any circumstance. Then why are

you not sleeping? Why are you lamenting like this throughout the whole night? My dear friend, is it that you are also attracted by the lotus eyes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and by His sweet smiling and attractive words, exactly as I am? Do those dealings of the Supreme Personality of Godhead pinch your heart as they do mine?

2nd Queen: Hello cakravaki bird. Why have you closed your eyes? Are you searching after your husband, who might have gone to foreign countries? Why are you lamenting so pitiably? Alas, it appears that you are very much aggrieved. Or is it a fact that you are also willing to become an eternal servitor of the Supreme Personality of Godhead? I think that you are anxious to put a garland on the lotus feet of the Lord and then place it on your hair.

3rd Queen: O my dear ocean, why are you roaring all day and night? Don’t you like to sleep? I think you have been attacked by insomnia, or, if I am not wrong, my dear Syamasundara has tactfully taken away your gravity and power of forbearance which are your natural qualifications. Is it a fact that for this reason you are suffering from insomnia like me? Yes, I admit that there is no remedy for this disease.

4th Queen: My dear moon-god, I think you have been attacked by a severe type of tuberculosis. For this reason, you are becoming thinner and thinner day by day. O my lord, you are now so weak that your thin rays cannot dissipate the darkness of night. Or is it a fact that, just as I have, you also have been stunned by the mysteriously sweet words of my Lord Syamasundara? Is it a fact that it is because of this severe anxiety that you are so grave?

5th Queen: O breeze from the Himalayas, what have I done to you that you are so intent on teasing me by awakening my lust to meet Krsna? Do you not know that I have already been injured by the crooked policy of the Personality of Godhead? My dear Himalayan breeze, please know that I have already been stricken. There is no need to injure me more and more.

6th Queen: My dear beautiful cloud, the color of your beautiful body exactly resembles my dearmost Syamasundara’s bodily hue. I think, therefore, that you are very dear to my Lord, the chief of the dynasty of the Yadus, and because you are so dear to Him, you are, exactly as I am, absorbed in meditation. I can appreciate that your heart is full of anxiety for Syamasundara. You appear to be excessively eager to see Him, and I see that for this reason only, there are drops of tears gliding down from your eyes, just as there are from mine. My dear black cloud, we must admit frankly that to establish an intimate relationship with Syamasundara means to purchase unnecessary anxieties while we are otherwise comfortable at home.”

Narrator: Generally the cuckoo sounds its cooing vibration at the end of night or early in the morning. When the queens heard the cooing of the cuckoo at the end of night, they said, “

1st Queen: Dear cuckoo, your voice is very sweet. As soon as you vibrate your sweet voice, we immediately remember Syamasundara because your voice exactly resembles His. We must frankly admit that your voice is imbued with nectar, and it is so invigorating that it is competent to bring back life to those who are almost dead in separation from their dearmost friend. So we are very much obliged to you. Please let us know how we can welcome you or how we can do something for you.”

2nd Queen: s: “Dear mountain, you are very generous. By your gravitation only, the whole crust of this earth is properly maintained, and because you are discharging your duties very faithfully, you do not know how to move. Because you are so grave, you do not move hither and thither, nor do you say anything. Rather, you always appear to be in a thoughtful mood. It may be that you are always thinking of a very grave and important subject matter, but we can guess very clearly what you are thinking of. We are sure that you are thinking of placing the lotus feet of Syamasundara on your raised peaks, as we want to place His lotus feet on our raised breasts.

3rd Queen: Dear dry rivers, we know that because this is the summer season, all your beds are dry and you have no water. Because all your water has now been dried up, you are no longer beautified by blooming lotus flowers. At the present moment, you appear to be very lean and thin, so we can understand that your position is exactly like ours. We have lost everything due to being separated from Syamasundara, and we no longer hear His pleasing words. Our hearts no longer work properly, and therefore we also have become very lean and thin. We think, therefore, that you are just like us. You have turned lean and thin because you are not getting any water from your husband, the ocean, through the clouds.

Narrator: The example given herewith by the queens is very appropriate. The river beds become dry when the ocean no longer supplies water through the clouds. The ocean is supposed to be the husband of the river and therefore is supposed to support her. Unless a woman is supported by her husband with the necessities of life, she also becomes as dry as a dry river.

4th Queen: My dear swan, please come here, come here. You are welcome. Please sit down and take some milk. My dear swan, can you tell me if you have any message from Syamasundara? I take you to be a messenger from Him. If you have any such news, please tell me. Our Syamasundara is always very independent. He never comes under the control of anyone. We have all failed to control Him, and therefore we ask you, is He keeping Himself well? I may inform you that Syamasundara is very fickle. His friendship is always temporary; it breaks even by slight agitation. But, would you kindly explain why He is so unkind to me? Formerly He said that I alone am His dearmost wife. Does He remember this assurance? Anyway, you are welcome. Please sit down.

     But, I cannot accept your entreaty to go to Syamasundara. When He does not care for me, why should I be mad after Him? I am very sorry to let you know that you have become the messenger of a poor-hearted soul. You are asking me to go to Him, but I am not going. What is that? You talk of His coming to me? Does He desire to come here to fulfill my long expectation for Him? All right. You can bring Him here. But, don’t bring with Him His most beloved goddess of fortune. 

     Do you think that He cannot be separated from the goddess of fortune even for a moment?  Could He not come here alone, without Laksmi? His behavior is very displeasing. Does it mean that without Laksmi, Syamasundara cannot be happy? Can’t He be happy with any other wife? Does it mean that the goddess of fortune has the ocean of love for Him, and none of us can compare to her?

Narrator: All the wives of Lord Krsna were completely absorbed in thought of Him. Krsna is known as Yogesvara, the master of all yogis, and all the wives of Krsna at Dvaraka used to keep this Yogesvara within their hearts. Instead of trying to be master of all yogic mystic powers, it is better if one simply keeps the supreme Yogesvara, Krsna, within his heart. Thus, one’s life can become perfect, and one can very easily be transferred to the kingdom of God. It is to be understood that all the queens of Krsna who lived with Him at Dvaraka were in their previous lives very greatly exalted devotees who wanted to establish a relationship with Krsna in conjugal love. Thus, they were given the chance to become His wives and enjoy a constant loving relationship with Him. Ultimately, they were all transferred to the Vaikuntha planets.

     One who is thus drawn to the Krsna consciousness movement and tries to keep himself in constant touch with such consciousness certainly gets the supreme salvation, going back to Krsna at Goloka Vrndavana.

     If simply by developing Krsna consciousness one can be transferred to the spiritual world, one can simply imagine how blissful and blessed were the queens of Lord Krsna, who talked with Him personally and who saw Lord Krsna eye to eye. No one can properly describe the fortune of the wives of Lord Krsna. They took care of Him personally by rendering various transcendental services like bathing Him, feeding Him, pleasing Him and serving Him. Thus, no one’s austerities can compare to the service of the queens at Dvaraka.

       The objective of self-realization is one: Krsna. Therefore, although the dealings of the queens with Krsna appear just like ordinary dealings between husband and wife, the principal point to be observed is the queens’ attachment for Krsna. The entire process of austerity and penance is meant to detach one from the material world and to enhance one’s attachment to Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Krsna is the shelter of all persons advancing in self-realization. As an ideal householder, He lived with His wives and performed the Vedic rituals just to show less intelligent persons that the Supreme Lord is never impersonal.

      Krsna lived with wives and children in all opulence, exactly like an ordinary conditioned soul, just to exemplify to those souls who are actually conditioned that one may enter into the circle of family life as long as Krsna is the center. For example, the members of the Yadu dynasty lived in the family of Krsna, and Krsna was the center of all their activities.

      Renunciation is not as important as enhancing one’s attachment to Krsna. The Krsna consciousness movement is especially meant for this purpose. We are preaching on the principle that it does not matter whether a man is a renunciate or householder. One simply has to increase his attachment for Krsna, and then his life is successful. 

      Following in the footsteps of Lord Sri Krsna, one can live with his family members or within the society or nation, not for the purpose of indulging in sense gratification but to realize Krsna by advancing in attachment for Him

     For God realization or self-realization, one generally has to undergo severe austerities and penances for many, many thousands of years, and then it may be possible to realize God. But, the gopis and the queens of Dvaraka, simply by enjoying Krsna as their boy friend or husband, received the highest type of salvation.

     This behavior of Lord Krsna with the gopis and queens is unique in the history of self-realization. Usually, people understand that for self-realization one has to go to the forest or to the mountains and undergo severe austerities and penance. But, the gopis and the queens, simply by being attached to Krsna and enjoying His company, achieved the highest salvation, which is impossible to be achieved even by great sages and saintly persons. 
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