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Man may strive hard in order to make his life 
com fortable, but human effort alone is not suffic ient to 
ensure success in this world. One has to hum ble down  
before the gigantic machine of the cosmos which is 
ultimately responsible for the fu lfilm ent of the aims of the 
individual.

Th is  story from the K ath a-S arita -S ag ara  relates some 
amusing incidents of a foolish, yet simple Brahmin who  
had to face many vicissitudes in life before he was 
rewarded with riches beyond his expectations.
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IA  CERTAIN V IL L A G E /  
lm i/1  CALLED

W E  WAS UNKIND TO A M  /N  ADDITION 
V  3 E /N 6  POOR, H E HAD A LARGE 
WALLY 70 SUPPORT. H E HAD M ANY  
yilLDREN WHO (HERE 
O UR/SHED A N D R IS (HRS
LWAYS WEAK AND S IC K .

HARISARMAN WAS NOT ONLY POOR, 
HE WAS ALSO FOOLISH. H E WAS 
NOT A M AN O F LEARNING , SO  
OFTEN HE AND H IS  FAMIL Y  HAD 
TO GO HUNGRY.

IT IS THREE 
DAYS SINCE 

HAl/E EATEN...



FATHER j  BRING /VIE SOME A' FATHER, HAVE 
MDU BROUGHT 

U5 ANYTHING TO 
VEAT TODAY p  >

CLOTHES/1 FEEL COL

EVERY W O R R/fiG , M R IS fiR M fitY  WOULD SET OUT TO LOOK FO R W ORK.

1 HOPE I  FIND 
n SOME WORK 
ftw v  TODAY. r

TIME FOR GOOD-FOR- 
K  NOTHING PEOPLE / -  
V  LIKE >OU. /  ,

SIR,PLEASE ^ 
GIVE ME 
50AAE IA/ORK 
TO DO.

m r x \ .
i  ,j ' j



WHEN HE COULD FIN D  NO WORK, HE TOOK TO ALONG
W ITH H IS WHOLE FAMILY.

GO AWAY. U/HAT 15 
HAPPEMIMG TO THIS COUNTRY? 

PEOPLE ARE SO IN LY ,
THEY DON’T WANT TO A

c o m e  /viy d e a r , l e t  u s  
LEAl/E  THIS HEARTLESS 
l/ILLAGE AMD 6 0  AWAY.

M \%

SO HAR/SARM AN AND 
H IS  FAM ILY LEFT THE 
VILLAGE AND  
O N, TIRED AND HUNGRY 
TILL THEY CAME TO A  CITY.



THERE, H ftR /S ftR M ftH  W ERT W /TH H Q  BR O O D  TO ft  HOUSEHOLDER CELLED
STH U LftD ftTTft. H E ftPPR O ftC H ED  H//Y1 W ITH FOLDED

g o o d  s  ir ,i  m
A PO O R  BRAHM IN

f  I  AND M y FAMILY 
I  ARE ■ STARRING.

WILL YOU 
GIVE US 
SO M E 

v W O R K ?

YOU ^  
LO O K S T R O N G ' 
ENO UG H. COME 

WITH M E . i

/  H M M M . I  Jk 
.DO N EED  AN 

< ATTENDANT —  
SOMEONE TO LOOK 
v  AFTER MY ^  
^  STABLES. r L



H IS  SOHS LOOKED THE
MERCHANT'S COWS A

...W HILE H IS WIFE CLEARED THE HOUSE 
AND D ID  OTHER HOUSEHOLD CHORES.

- SOON AFTER, HARIS ARMAN AND H IS  FAM ILY JO IRED HOUSEHOLD.
W ERE WAS A W EDDING FEAST LR THE HOUSE. THE MERCHANTS DAUGHTER WAS 
SETTING MARRIED.



YES S IR . 
EVERYTHING IS
^  Re a d y .

IS  EVERYTHING READY ? N 
HAVE ALL THE SWEETMEAT5

b e e n  l a id  o u t ? y

0  lA/HAT WONDERFUL 4
1 THINGS TO EAT !
TODAY I  AND MY FAMILY 
t  WILL EAT WELL. /

WE HAVE WORKED 
HARD AND THE MASTER 
WILL S U R a y  FEED US 
AFTER ALL THE GUESTS 

. HAVE EATEN.



/  LET 115 ALSO SLEEP. 
FDR POOR PEO PLE/ 
SLEEP IS THE ONLY

5K/7" ELH5 !n o  ONE REMEMBERED
POOR H H R /SER M EN  EN D

RE5PITE FROM 
W O RRIES.^' THE MASTER A N D ' 

HIS GUESTS HAVE ALL 
LG O NE TO B E D . y

R ID  THEY ELL WERT 70
HUNGRY END SORROW FUL.

DON'T WORRY 
DEAR. WE WILL 
ALSO SEE 
GOOD DAYS, m

(  I  AM POOR AND 
STUPID. THAT IS WHY 

I  AlVI IGNORED 
V B Y  EVERYONE. a

I  WI5H I  HAD SOME 
SECRET KNOWLEDGE 
BY WHICH PEOPLE 

WOULD RESPECT 
V  ME,. ^



HE W HISPERED SOME INTO H IS  
W IFE 'S  ER R S HUD STOLE OUT O F THE 
HOUSE IN  THE DEAD O F H /G H T ...

I  HAVE AN 
ID EA! LI5TEN

THERE, H E UNTIED THE B R ID E  
G RO O M 'S H O R S E ...

COME ALONG, MY BEAUTY. 
TODAY YOU W ILL PLAY AN 

. IMPORTANT ROLE IN MY . 
J t i L IF E . , M



9

M D LE D fT M W . H E TOOK IT  70 A SECRET 
PLRCE TW O, Ty/HG IT  TO ft TREE, 
CONCEALED IT  BEHIND SOME BUSHES.

y  THERE ’f j
youA R E . NOW/ J

HO ONE SHOULD 1
MOU BEFORE IT IS 

V  TO DO S O I ^ y i

!H  THE M 0 R H /H 6 -\ WHERE 15 M VH O R SE?
m  G O D ! IT HA5 

BEEN STOLEN I

sth u lADAtta m s  | 
W B A R R A S5ED  

A THING HAD 
H IS  HO USE, THAT TOO,
SO  SOON AFTER 7H E  
W EDDING '.

i  m  s o r r y  My s o n .
SUCH Pi THING HAS HEUER 

HAPPENED BEFORE.



HE SENT FOR
S E R W m -

GQ AND SEARCH 
EVERY CORNER TILL 
YOU FIND THE HORSE.

HE WILL NEVER 
GET BACK THE HORSE. THE 
y  THIEVES MUST HAVE RIDDEN 
1 ^  AWAy ON IT. J k

SIR , MAY I  SUGGEST 
SOMETHING ? Dfty HUSBAND 
v  IS A VERy WISE MAN. .

 ̂WHAT HAS WISDOM 
TO DO WITH FINDING 
HORSES ? WHAT DO 

\y O  WI5H TO SAY, ' 
\  WOMAN ?



WHY DON’ T YOU 
ASK HIM. HE WILL 
NOT USE THIS KNOW­
LEDGE UNLESS ME IS 

ASKED TO DO 5 0 .

HE HAS KNOWLEDGE OF 
SECRET 5CIENCES AND 
WILL BE ABLE TO TELL 
YOU WHERE THE HORSE

s tm jw rm  s e w  fo r  m r /s a f m m .

PLEASE USE YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE AND POWER 

TO LOCATE THE HORSE. I  
v  WILL REWARD YOU 
\  HANDSOMELY. .



'  YESTERDAY I  WAS 
FORGOTTEN. SO MANY 
PEOPLE CAME 10 YOUR 
HOUSE, HAD THEIR FILL 

AND WENT AW/AY, BUT 
kYOU FORGbT TO FEED 

YOUR SERVANTS.

TODAY YOU NEED 
M E.SO ,YO U  HAVE RE' 
v  M EM BERED M E .

THEN H P R IS H R M W  
FO R  SO M E P A P E R ...

PLEASE FORGIVE M E , HARISARMAN, 
SUCH A THING W/ILL NEVER HAPPEN 

AG AIN . MY HONOUR IS  AT 
K  S TA K E . a



...ftN D D R E W ft LOT
HE PRETENDED TOM

f  THE HORSE IS IN THE 
PICKET BEHIND THE 
rHOUSE. HAVE IT FETCHED 
L QUICKLY BEFORE THE 
/ \  THIEVES WHISK IT .

AWAY. ^

70 W E MERCHANT'S GREET DELIGHT, THE HORSE SOON RECOVERED]
IT WAS IN THE THICKET, 

TETHERED TO A TREE, 
vJUST AS HARISARMAN 

SAID IT WOULD

JM D  HftRISftRM RN PQU/RED 
FOR HIMSELF ft

NO ONE EVEN KNEW 
TOW LEARNED HE IS!

W/HflT A HIDDEN 
TALENT!



„W D H FR /S R R M M J5  O F
PO U ERiy WERE O t/E R !_________ ^T H E R E  G O ES-" 1 

HARISRR/VIANj THE 
GREAT PUNDIT!



o n e  D fty  in  t h e  k in g 's M AHARA7! YOUR JEWELS'. 
THEY ARE ALL MISSING, 

ALONG WITH A LARGE 
AMOUNT OF GOLD* K

WHAT ? WHO HAS DONE 
THIS ? HOW WILL WE 
CATCH THE TH IE F?

/  MAHARAJ, HARISARMAtl HE WILL BE ABLE 
TO TE LL US WHO 
HAS STOLEN THEj  
TEWEL5 AND (
WHERE THEY \

V  ARE H ID D E N ^

THE BRAHMIN IS WELL- 
VERSED IN CERTAIN 
S  SECRET SCIENCES. >



H M is m n  f f l  m s  b e w il d e r e d  w h e n  t h e  m e n q j m e
TO TREE H IM . H JSH fflR T THUDDED PH/NF TO COURT.

'  WHO HAS TAKEN > 
MY JEW ELS ?  IF YOU 
ARE NOT ABLE  TO 

TELL M E , I  W ILL HAl/E. 
> YOU B E H E A D E D !/

WHAT HAVE I  LET 
/IV5ELF IN FOR. I  MUST1 
T P L A y  FOR TIME. v

W IAHARAJ! I  m b t \ 
DO my CALCULAT­
IONS. IT a  NOT EASy. 

1CAN ONLY TELL MDU 
L  TOMORROW. /

PUT HIM IN A CHAMBER AND 
GUARD HIM CAREFULLY. BRING 
HIM HERE TO M O R R O W *^

! POOR H H R ISH R M W ! HE FOUND
HIM SELF IN  A TIGHT F IX  l



NOW, IN  THE PHLHCE WRS E ) fflti/D  CELLED JIHUR WHO WHS THE HEEL CULPRIT.

THIS BRAHM IN 
KNOWS
EVERYTHING...

- — BUT NOW THffT THE 
. *  KING H fiD  SUMMONED 
v  HftRISRRMHN,SHE

WHS RLRRM ED. HE 
WHS REPUTED TO B E  
SKILLED IN  
SECRET SCIENCES. SO  

COULD Hm  
HIDDEN FRO M  H IM  
FO R LO N G ?



THEM THE GUARDS WILL 
CATCH /VIE AMD I  WILL 
SURELY BE BEHEADED. 
WHAT SHALL I  DO ? ,

HE WILL SURELY KNOW 
THAT I  m  THE 

THIEF.

NIGHT CAME, SEEING
m  the guard ms
ENGAGED IN  CONVER­

SATION WITH ANOTHER 
GUARD .S H E  SNEAKED 
UP TO THE DOOR AND PUT
HER EAR TO IT .

AT THAT VERY

JIHVA”  IN SANSKRIT MEANS "TONGUE,

m
i



you HAVE CX/ERSTEPPED N 
YOUR LIMITS, ALL BECAUSE 

OF YOUR DESIRE FOR ,  
^  ENJOYMENT. /

MOW/ YOU WILL 
CERTAINLY SUFFER 

FOR YOUR 
k  MISDEEDS!

O /yiy GOD! HE 
KNOWS! HE KNOU/S 

EVERYTHING! -
THING W/OULD BE TO CONFESS 
t  TO HIM AND SEEK HI5 -£ 
^  HELP. ,





THIS IS 
REALLY 
INCREDIBLE!

WHAT LUCK l 
INDEED, IF 
ONE IS LUCKY, 
ANYTHING CAN 
HAPPEN.

INDEED, SECRET CRIMES 
COME OUT THROUGH 

* *  FEAR 1 i

HERE I  WAS, BLRMING 
MY SILLY TONGUE AND 
THE ACTUAL THIEF FLINGS 

HERSELF AT MY FEET!



GOOD SIR, I  HAVE BURRIED 
IT IN A GARDEN BEHIND 
THE PALACE,UNDER A ^ g g  

^  POMEGRANATE T R E E ^ T ^

HERE IS SOME 
GOLD FOR M X) 

S IR .

W R IS /W M /t 
W IC K  THINKING 1

PLEASE TAKE IT 
AND SAVE ME 

FROM THE 
x .  GALLOWS 1



YOU MEED MOT HAVE TOLD 
/ME ALL T H I5 .1  KNOW 
EVERYTHING ALREADY. .

s O  5IR  l PLEA5E ^  
HAVE MERCyON /ME 11 
BEG OF !>OU, PLEASE 

SAVE M E! ^

GIVE /VIE WHATEVER 
G a D  YDU HAVE 
AND 6 0  AWAY 

X . QUICKLY. ^

'A L L  RIGHT. I  WILL 
NOT DENOUNCE VOU 
AS YOU HAVE 
SOUGHT REFUGE Q  
J > A T  m y FEET o K

Hmsmm tmy
D O M m  SLEPT PEACEFUL!.}/] 

PORTHE REST OF THE NIGHTP



WHEN (H0RN/N6
c o m e ...

...H E m  BROUGHT INTO THE, 
PRESENCE OF THE RING.

HAVE YOU BEEN 
ABLE TO FIND 
OUT WHERE MY 

WEALTH 15?

WELL, IX )
you K now

WHO THE 
CULPRIT 15 ?

SIR , WE MUST 
GO TO THE 
GARDEN BEHIND 

> THE PALACE. U

THERE I  BEEN ! 
WILL TELL yOU i 
k EVERyTHING. I



THE K m , filW G W ITH
RET/H U E CAME 70  THE GARD

| Y  M AH AR AJ! HAVE IS 
\  SPOT UNDER THE 

POMEGRANATE TREE 
DUG UP. >

/THESE,THE cu lpr itBEHOLD, M A H A R A J! 
EVERY THING IS HERE, 
^E X C E P T FO R A FEW 
^ P IE C E S

HAS MADE AWAY WITH. 
MDU WILL NOT BE . 
ABLE TO CATCH HIM (  
ASHE HAS ESCAPED) 

y  TO ANOTHER A  
\  KINGDOM . A



THE K IN 6 (HAS DELIGHTED TO 
TREASURE BACK.

A5 A TOKEN OF 
MY APPRECIATION 
I  WILL GIVE 
.  YOU... 4 k ,

i  a m  ^
GREATLY 
PLEASED 
WITH y o u , 
HARISARMAN

THE K IN G S M IN ISTER  LED  
H IM  m y  INTO A CORNER 
O F THE GARDEN.

A MOMENT
PLEASE,
YOUR
.M AJESTY.

!>  YOUR M A J E S T Y /^  
K THIS LOOKS VERY >  
SUSPICIOUS TO ME.CAN 
YOU NOT SEE HOW THIS 
MAN IS MAKING HIS 

LIVING? J



OBVIOUSLY, HE GETS 
RICHLY REWARDED 
FOR FINDING PEOPLE^ 

THINGS FDR THEM.

I  AM 5URE HE IS AT 
THE HEAD O F A GANG 

OF THIEVES.

BUT WHAT ARE WE 
TO D O ?  HOW CAN 
WE CATCH HIM AT 

HIS G AM E?

HM M M . YOU COULD 
BE RIGHT, FOR HE 
HAS DONE THIS 

^  B E F O R E . >



youR
\  N\AJESTy,IHAVE AN \
J IDEA. HE MU5T MOT BE \  
' GIVEN TIME FOR HI5 1 
[CALCULATIONS. MUMBLE,MUMBLE.

MUMBLE

THE K/HG M LKED BACK TO M E R E  
HHRBflRM HR 5TOOD.

... BUT ON ONE 
CONDITION. YOU MUST 
v FIRST PASS 
\  ANOTHER TEST. ,

HARISARM ANT^i 
I  WILL \  
BESTOW ON yOU 
UNTOLD 
WEALTH...



HE SIGNALLED70 THE M INISTER WHO CAME TOWARDS THEM WITH A COVERED
PITCHER IN  H IS  HANDS.

INOW WHAT?

ON THE !NAyj  WHEN H E WAS S U R E  NO O NE WAS W ATCHING, THE M INISTER  
QUIETLy S U P P E D  R  SMALL F R 0 6  INTO  IT .

f NOW, LEARNED BRAHMIN, IF YOU 
CAN TELL ME WHAT 15 IN THIS 
PITCHER, I  WILL GIVE YOU 

k SEVERAL VILLAGES AND 
k .  WHATEVER ELSE YOU , 

ASK FOR.



REMEMBER ANOTHER THING. 
VOU GET NO TIME FOR >OUf? 

SO-CALLED CALCULATIONS 1 
I  MUST HAl/E THE ANSU/ER 

V  IN FIVE MINUTES. ^

THIS 15 SURELY 
YOUR LAST HOUR 

ON EARTH.

6  HARISARMAN l 
IA/HAT HAVE'YOU LET 
YOURSELF IN FOR?

ALL THOSE GATHERE THOUGHT
THAT THE BRAHM/N IA/AS/HAK/H6
QUICK MENTAL CALCULATIONS!

REMEMBER ALL YOUR 
LOVED ONES AND SAY 
YOUR LAST PRAYERS 

NOW.



flfiD  u r/c o n s a o u s L y j M R G flR tm t
B EG flH  TH/mmft LOUD-

0  LITTLE 
FR O G  l TH IS  
IS A FINE  PITCHER 

FO R YOU!

M ID  OUT JUMPED THE L/77LE FROG

r  THE M N/STER  
\mmmrnOl/ED THE (  U/HAT A ] (  WHAT A \  ^
tU D  OF THE 
.> PITCHER...

SAGE ! 1 V GREAT MAIN l jP|
I  .  ^

k



My FRIEND i
you ARE

TRULY 
G R E AT!

T H E R E M S  ft SPEC//?/. CERE/W HY ORDERED 
HAR/SARMAM WHS G/UEH MA/VY COSTLY G/FT3.

GLORY TO 
THE KING!

► LONG LIVE 
THE LEARNED 
B R A H M IN !

MAKE ANY 
W/ISH XXJ M/ANT, 
HARISARM AN.

SAHARA J I  4  '  
r  MY ONLY WISH IS \=  

THAT HENCEFORTH HO ONE 
SHOULD ASK ME TO LOCATE 

THEIR LOST THINGS l AHD HAR/SARMAH HAPPILY Et/i 
AFTER MTH H/5WIFE PHD CH/LDRE/



RECENT T IT LE S

1. The City of Nine Gates
2. R ishyasringa
3. Balaram a to the Rescue
4. Sadhu and Lilavati
5. B rahm a’s Instructions to Gods, Men and Dem ons
6. Battle of W its
7. A halya
8. Bhadra Kundalakesha
9. Jassa Singh Ahluw alia

10. King Prasenjita  and his Son
11. The  Sons of Bharadw aja and Raibhya
12. V ed a  Vyasa
13. Tales of Hanum an
14. The  False H erm it and O ther S tories
15. Santoshi Mata
16. Swam i Ram a T irtha
17. Katthahari Jataka
18. Jaisal and Toral 
1f. A  Fool's Luck

FORTHCOMING T IT L E S

20. Sal Baba of Shirdi
21. Jadabharata
22. ViahAW Sahasranam a o f 999 Nam es
23. The  A dvent c i  Sri K rishna
24. The D ose and the H unter

Av».iat>te at the Haitvwy bookstalls of M/s A. H. Wheelar 
fr Co and M s M. Gulab Singh €r Sons (P) Ltd., etc. 

or from

A rg u s  C e n tra l E n te rp ris e s  

16, G o lf  L inks  

N ew  D e lh i-1 1 0 0 0 3

Rate for 12 issues : Rs. 27.50 including postage etc.



Z-
ID

V
-S

U
O

Z-
lS

*xv5uuai iui wapapcis m India
R N. 32607/79— English

Sita shows you 
something of everything 

in India...

W e at SITA have been doing just that for 
over tw o decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
comparable to the best available 
anywhere in the world.
S ITA  will help you right from the moment 
you touch-dow n at any one of our 
international airports. By booking your 
hotel accommodation, confirming your 
air seats for travel within India. 
Conducting guided and pre-planned 
sightseeing trips, group and Individual 
itineraries. Providing car hire, trekking, 
w ild -life  photo safaris, special interest 
tours, conference facilities...everything to 
make your visit truly memorable.

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
Brings the world to India.

|L _(IN D IA ) P V T .LT D .,
F -1 2 Connaught Place 
New  Delhi 
Tel : 4 3 1 0 3

Agra, B anga lo re , V a ran a s i, 
C alcu tta , H yderabad . M a d r l s


