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Man may strive hard in order to make his life
comfortable, but human effort alone is not sufficient to
ensure success in this world. One has to humble down
before the gigantic machine of the cosmos which s
ultimately responsible for the fulfilment of the aims of the
individual.

This story from the Katha-Sarita-Sagara relates some
amusing incidents of a foolish, yet simple Brahmin who
had to face many vicissitudes in life before he was
rewarded with riches beyond his expectations.
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IA CERTANVILLAG E/
Im i1 CALLED

W E WAS UNKIND TOAM /N ADDITION
V 3E/N6 POOR, HEHAD A LARGE
WALLY 70 SUPPORT. HEHADMANY

yiLDREN WHOHERE
OURISHED ANDRIS HRS
LWAYS WEAK ANDSICK.

HARISARMAN WAS NOT ONLY POOR,
HE WAS ALSO FOOLISH. HE WAS
NOTA MAN OF LEARNING, SO
OFTEN HE ANDHIS FAMILY HAD
TO GO HUNGRY.

[T IS THREE
DAYS SINCE
HAIE EATEN...



' FATHER, HAVE
MDU BROUGHT
U5 ANYTHING TO

VEAT TODAYp >

EVERY WORRAG,

SIR,PLEASE *
GIVE ME
50AAE IAORK

TO DO.

FATHER] BRING ME SOME A
CLOTHES/1 FEEL COL

MRISfiR M fity WOULD SET OUT TO LOOKFOR WOR

1 HOPE| FIND
n SOME WORK \
ftwv  TODAY. r moorxo

TIME FOR GOOD-FOR-
K NOTHING PEOPLE /-
\Y LIKE >0U. /

’



WHEN HECOULD FIND NO WORK,HE TOOK TO
WITH HIS WHOLE FAMLY.

GO AWAY. UHAT 15
HAPPEMIMG TO THIS COUNTRY?

PEOPLE ARE SO INLY,

THEY DON'T WANT TO A

come iy dear, let us

LEAIVE THIS HEARTLESS
ILLAGE AMD 60 AWAY.

M\%

SO HAR/SARMAN AND
HIS FAMILY LEFT THE
VILLAGE AND

ON, TRED AND HUNGRY
TLL THEY CAME TOA CITY.

ALONG



THERE, HftR/ISIRM ftHWERT
STHULMDfTTHt HE fPPROffCHEDHIY1 WITH FOLDED
good S irj m

A POOR BRAHMIN

f | AND My FAMLLY WILL YOU
| ARE ®TARRING. GIVE US
SOME
v WORK?

YOU A

| HMMM. | Jk LOOK STRONG'
DO NEED AN ENOUGH. COME

< ATTENDANT — WITH ME. i

SOMEONE TO LOOK

v AFTER MY A

A STABLES.rL

WMTHHQ BROC



HISSOHS LOOKED THE WHILEHIS WIFE CLEARED THE HOUSE

MERCHANT'S COWS A ANDDID OTHER HOUSEHOLD CHORES.
- SOON AFTER,HARISARMAN AND HIS FAMILY JOIRED HOUSEHOLD.
WERE WAS A WEDDINGFEAST LR THEHOUSE. THE MERCHANTS DAU

SETTINGMARRIED.



IS EVERYTHING READY ? N YES SIR.

HAVE ALL THE SWEETMEAT5 EVERYTHING IS
been laid out? Yy A Ready.
0 INHAT WONDERFUL 4 WE HAVE WORKED
1THINGS TO EAT! HARD AND THE MASTER
TODAY | AND MY FAMLY WILL SURay FEED US
t  WILL EAT WELL. / AFTER ALL THE GUESTS

HAVE EATEN.



| LET 115 ALSO SLEEP.
ho ONE REMEMBERED FDR POOR PEOPLE/

5KI7" ELH5
POOR HHR/SERMEN END SLEEP 1S THE ONLY
RESPITE FROM
' THE MASTER AND' WORRIESA
HIS GUESTS HAVE ALL
LGONE TO BED. y
RID THEY ELLWERT 70

HUNGRYEND SORROWFUL.
| WISH | HAD SOME

(| AM POOR AND DONT WORRY
STUPID. THAT IS WHY DEAR. WE WILL SECRET KNOWLEDGE
| AVI IGNORED ALSO SEE BY WHICH PEOPLE

GOOD DAYS, m WOULD RESPECT

VBY EVERYONE. a
\Y ME,. "



HE WHISPERED SOMEINTO
WIFE'S ERRS HUD STOLE OUTOF THE

| HAVE AN HOUSE IN THE DEAD OFH/GHT..

IDEA! LISTEN

THERE,HE UNTIED THE BRIDE
GROOM'S HORSE..

COME ALONG, MY BEAUTY.

TODAY YOU WILL PLAY AN

. IMPORTANT ROLE IN MY
Jti LIFE. , M



9

MDLEDfTMW. HE TOOK IT 70 ASECRET
PLRCE TWO, TyHG IT TO ft TREE,
CONCEALED IT BEHND SOME BUSHES.

y THERE fj
youARE. NOW/

HO ONE SHOULD 1
MOU BEFORE [T IS

V. TODOS O IMyi

WHERE 15 MVHORSE?
m GOD! IT HAS
BEEN STOLEN |

H THEM ORH/H 6-\

sthulADAtta m s | )

WBARRASSED I m sorry Myson.

A THING HAD SUCH Pi THING HAS HEUER
HAPPENED BEFORE.

HIS HOUSE, THAT TOO,
SO SOON AFTER 7HE
WEDDNG"



HE  SENTFOR GQ AND SEARCH
SERW m - EVERY CORNER TILL
YOU FIND THE HORSE.

HE WILL NEVER
GET BACK THE HORSE. THE
y THIEVES MUST HAVE RIDDEN
17 AWAy ON 1T. Jk

SIR, MAY | SUGGEST AWHAT HAS WISDOM
SOMETHING ? Dity HUSBAND ~ TO DO WITH FINDING
v IS A VERy WISE MAN. . HORSES ? WHAT DO

\yO WISH TO SAY, '
\ WOMAN ?



HE HAS KNOWLEDGE OF WHY DON'T YOU

SECRET 5CIENCES AND ASK HIM. HE WILL
WILL BE ABLE TO TELL NOT USE THIS KNOW-
YOU WHERE THE HORSE LEDGE UNLESS ME IS

ASKED TO DO 50.

stm jw rm sew for mr/safmm.

PLEASE USE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE AND POWER
TO LOCATE THE HORSE. |
v WILL REWARD YOU
\ HANDSOMELY.



YESTERDAY | WAS TODAY YOU NEED
HOUSE, HAD THEIR FILL v MEMBERED ME.
AND WENT AW/AY, BUT
kYOU FORGbHT TO FEED
YOUR SERVANTS.

THEN HPRISHRMW

PLEASE FORGIVE ME, HARISARMAN,
SUCH A THING WI/LL NEVER HAPPEN FOR SOME PAPER..

AGAIN. MY HONOUR IS AT
K STAKE. a



SNDDREW it Lot

f THE HORSE IS IN THE
HE PRETENDED ™™ PICKET BEHIND THE

rHOUSE. HAVE [T FETCHED

L QUICKLY BEFORE THE

/'\ THIEVES WHISK IT
AWAY. 7

70 WE MERCHANTSGREET DELIGHT, THE HORSE SOON RECOVERED]

IT WAS IN THE THICKET,
TETHERED TO A TREE,
vJUST AS HARISARMAN

SAID IT WOULD

IMD HfRISKRMRN PQURED NO ONE EVEN KNEW
FOR HMSELFft TOW LEARNED HE IS!

WHAT A HIDDEN
TALENT!



WDHFR/SRRMM3 OF

POUERIy WEREO tER! ATHERE GOES*1

HARISRRVIANj THE
GREAT PUNDIT!



oneDfty in the king's MAHARA7! YOUR JEWELS'.
THEY ARE ALL MISSING,

ALONG WITH A LARGE
AMOUNT OF GOLD* K

WHAT ? WHO HAS DONE
THIS ? HOW WILL WE
CATCH THE THIEF?

I MAHARAJ, HARISARMAt HE WILL BE ABLE
THE BRAHMIN IS WELL- TOTELL US WHO
VERSED IN CERTAIN HAS STOLEN THE]j
S SECRET SCIENCES. > TEWELS5 AND (

WHERE THEY \
V. ARE HIDDEN”*



HMism nfflm s bewildered when the mengjme
TOTREEHIM .HJSHffRT THUDDED PHNFTO COURT.
> \WHAT HAVE | LET
/IVSELF IN FOR.l MUST1
TPLAy FOR TIME. v

WHO HAS TAKEN

MY JEWELS ? IF YOU
ARE NOT ABLE TO
TELL ME, | WILL HAIE.
> YOU BEHEADEDY

WIAHARAJIL m b t\
DO my CALCULAT-
IONS. IT a NOT EASy.
1CAN ONLY TELL MDU

L TOMORROW. /

PUT HIM IN A CHAMBER AND
GUARD HIM CAREFULLY. BRING
HIM HERE TOMORROW*"

'POOR HHRISHRMW IHE FOUN
HMSELFIN A TIGHTFIX |



NOW, N THE PHLHCE

- — BUT NOW THfT THE

*

\

KING HfiD SUMMONED

HRISRRMHNSHE
WHS RLRRMED.HE
WHS REPUTED TOBE
SKILLED IN
SECRETSCENCES.SO

COULD Hm
HDDEN FROM HIM
FOR LONG?

WRSE)fftiD CELLED JHUR WHO WHS THE

THIS BRAHMIN
KNOWS
EVERYTHING...



HE WILL SURELY KNOW
THAT | m THE
THIEF.

NIGHT CAME, SEENG

M the guard ms
ENGAGEDIN CONVER-
SATION WITH ANOTHER
GUARD.SHE SNEAKED
UP TO THE DOOR ANDPUT
HEREAR TOIT.

JIHVA” IN SANSKRIT MEANS "TONGUE,

THEM THE GUARDS WILL
CATCH ME AVD | WILL
SURELY BE BEHEADED.
WHAT SHALL | DO ? ,

AT THAT VERY



you HAVE CXEERSTEPPED N MOW' YOU WILL

YOUR LIMITS, ALL BECAUSE CERTANLY SUFFER
OF YOR DESRE FOR FOR YOUR
A ENJOYMENT. / k MISDEEDS!
0 lyiy GOD!HE
KNOWS! HE KNOUS THING WIOULD BE TO CONFESS
EVERYTHING! - t TOHM AND SEEK HI5 -£

n HELP. ,






THIS IS WHAT LUCK |

REALLY INDEED, IF
INCREDIBLE! ONE IS LUCKY,
ANYTHING CAN
HAPPEN.
HERE | WAS, BLRMING INDEED, SECRET CRIMES
MY SILLY TONGUE AND COME OUT THROUGH

THE ACTUAL THIEF FLINGS *x FEAR 1 i
HERSELF AT MY FEET!



GOOD SIR, I HAVE BURRIED
IT IN A GARDEN BEHIND

THE PALACE,UNDER A”gg
A POMEGRANATE TREE"T"

HERE IS SOME
GOLD FOR MX)
SIR.

PLEASE TAKE IT WRISW M ft
AND SAVE ME WICK THNKNG1

FROM THE
X . GALLOWS 1



YOU MEED MOT HAVE TOLD
ME ALL THI5.1 KNOW
EVERYTHING ALREADY.

sO 5IR | PLEASE *
HAVE MERCYON ME11
BEG OF >OU, PLEASE

SAVE ME!
‘ALL RIGHT. | WILL GIVE NIE WHATEVER
NOT DENOUNCE VOU GaD YDU HAVE
AS YOU HAVE AND 60 AWAY
SOUGHT REFUGEQ X . QUICKLY. »

J>AT my FEETo K

Hmsmm
DOM m SLEPTPEACEFULI}
PORTHEREST OFTHE NIGHTP



WHEN (HORNNG ..HEm BROUGHTINTO THE,
come .. PRESENCE OF THERING.

HAVE YOU BEEN

ABLE TO FIND

OUT WHERE MY
WEALTH 15?

WELL, IX)
you Know
WHO THE
CULPRIT 157?

SIR, WE MUST THERE | BEEN !
GO TO THE WILL TELL yOU i

GARDEN BEHIND k EVERYTHING. |
> THE PALACE.U



THEK m fiw GW ITH
RETHUE CAME 70

|Y MAHARAJ! HAVE
\" SPOT UNDER THE

THE GARD
IS

POMEGRANATE TREE

DUG UP.

BEHOLD, MAHARAJ!
EVERY THING IS HERE,
"EXCEPT FOR A FEW

"PIECES

>

ITHESE, THE culprit
HAS MADE AWAY WITH.
MDU WILL NOT BE .
ABLE TO CATCH HIM (

ASHE HAS ESCAPED)

y TO ANOTHER A

\" KINGDOM. A



THE KING
TREASURE BACK.

i am A
GREATLY
PLEASED
WITH you,
HARISARMAN

(HASDELIGHTED TO

A MOMENT
PLEASE,
YOUR
MAJESTY.

A5 A TOKEN OF

MY APPRECIATION

| WILL GIVE
YOU.. 4k,

THE KINGS MINISTER LED
HM m y INTOA CORNER
OF THE GARDEN.

> YOURMAJESTY/

K THIS LOOKS VERY >

SUSPICIOUS TO ME.CAN

YOU NOT SEE HOW THIS

MAN IS MAKING HIS
LIVING?



OBVIOUSLY, HE GETS

RICHLY REWARDED

FOR FINDING PEOPLE"
THINGS FDR THEM.

HMMM. YOU COULD
BE RIGHT, FOR HE
HAS DONE THIS

A BEFORE. >

| AM 5URE HE IS AT
THE HEAD OF A GANG
OF THIEVES.

BUT WHAT ARE WE

TODO? HOW CAN

WE CATCH HIM AT
HIS GAME?



THEKHG MLKED BACK TOMERE
HHRBfRMHR 5TOOD.

HARISARMANTA

| WILL \
BESTOW ON yoU
UNTOLD

WEALTH...

youR
\ NIESTy,IHAVE AN\
J IDEA. HE MUST MOT BE |
" GIVEN TIME FOR HI5
[CALCULATIONS. MUMBLE,MUMBLE.
MUMBLE

... BUT ON ONE

1

CONDITION. YOU MUST
v FIRST PASS

\

ANOTHER TEST.



HE  SGNALLED70 THE MINISTER WHO CAME TOWARDS THEM WITH A COVERED
PITCHER IN HIS HANDS.

INOW WHAT?

ON THE INAyj WHEN HE WAS SURE NO ONE WAS WATCHING, THE MINISTER
QUIETLY SUPPED R SMALL FRO06 INTO IT.

f NOW, LEARNED BRAHMIN, IF YOU

CAN TELL ME WHAT 15 IN THIS

PITCHER, | WILL GIVE YOU

k SEVERAL VILLAGES AND

k .  WHATEVER ELSE YOU
ASK FOR.



REMEMBER ANOTHER THING.
VOU GET NO TIME FOR >QUf?
S00MLED OUciATONS s 1S
N YOUR LAST HOUR
V. IN FIVE MINUTES. ON EARTH.

6 HARISARMAN |
IAHAT HAVE'YOU LET
YOURSELF IN FOR?

REMEMBER ALL YOUR ALL THOSE GATHERETHOUGHT
LOVED ONES AND SAY THAT THE BRAHMNIA/ASHAKH6
YOUR LAST PRAYERS QUICK MENTAL CALCULATIONS!

NOW.



fifib urconsaousLyjM RG flRtm t
BEGfH HLOUD-

0 LITTLE
FROG | THIS
IS A FINE PITCHER
FOR YOU!
r THEMN/STER
\mmmmOIED THE ( Uk A ] ( WHAT A "
tUD OFTHE SAGE ! 1 V' GREAT MAN I -
>PITCHER... P
I N
k

MD OUT JUMPED THELI7LE FROG



My FRIEND i
you ARE

TRULY
GREAT!

THEREM S ft SPEC//?/. CERE/WHY ORDERED
HAR/SARMAM WHS G/UEH MA/VY COSTLY G/FT3.

GLORY TO
THE KING!
MAKE ANY
WISH XXJ MIANT,
HARISARMAN.
SAHARAJ | 4

r MY ONLY WISH IS \=
THAT HENCEFORTH HO ONE
SHOULD ASK ME TO LOCATE
THEIR LOST THINGS |

» LONG LIVE
THE LEARNED
BRAHMIN!

AHDHAR/SARMAH
AFTER MTH

HAPPILY Et/i
HSAFEPHD CH/
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Sita shows you
somethlng of everything
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We at SITA have been doing just that for
over two decades. And being the leading
travel agency in India, our services are
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