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IN  THE LATTER HALF OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 
EMPEROR AKBAR RULED A T  D E LH I. AM O NG ST  
H IS  ABLE M INISTERS WAS THE FAM OUS LEGEND
ARY FIGURE B /R B A L. EM PERO R A K B A R  M A Y  
HAVE WON M AN Y BATTLES O N  
FIELD,  B U T IN  THE BATTLE OF W ITS H E  WAS 
A LM O S T ALW AYS DEFEATED B Y  B/RBAL .



ONE DAY THE EM PER O R  WANTED TO TEST THE 
INTELLECT OF HIS MINISTERS.

WHAT PUNISHMENT SHOULD 
I  GIVE TO A PERSON WHO 
DARES TO TOUCH MY  

___  BEARD ? ^

Adarsli Ihitra Katha



WHO COULD DARE TOUCH 
YOUR HIGHNESS* BEARD 

EXCEPT YOUR DEAR j 
^  SWEET PRINCE

EXPLAIN YOURSELF 
B IR B A Li

WHAT ? WHAT?
P U  9

BtRBRL’S  GUESS WHS RIGHT. IN  THE MOR
NING WHEN THE EMPEROR WHS TRYING HIS 
BRERKFRST THE PRINCE, WHILE SITTING ON 
HIS LHP, WHS PLRY/NG WITH HIS BEHRD.



JA H A N P A N A H , THE WORLD 
15 FULL O F PEOPLE 

__ -W ITHOUT EYES'.

CAN you  
PROVE IT ?

BIRBAL BROUGHT A PIECE OF CLOTH.



LASTLY HE PUT IT  O N LIKE A

WHAT IS THI52.

TH AT IS 
A D H O T I

LOOK JA H A N P A N A H ! THOUGH 
THESE PEOPLE HAVE EYES TH EY 
C A N N O T SEE THE REAL TH ING. 
THIS IS ONLY A PIECE OF CLOTH. 
BUT BECAUSE IT IS USED IN DIFF
ERENT WAYS PEOPLE GIVE IT DIFF- 

1 ERENT NAMES AND THINK THAT 
THE5E NAMES ARE DIFFERENT 
THINGS. THAT'S WHY I  5AY THAT



rvuarsn i_ n n ra  K a ttic

A KING  W HO H A D  HEARD A B O U T THE W ISDOM OF B /R B A L WANTED TO SEE  
BIRBAL AND TO TEST H IS  WISDOM, IF  PO SSIB LE. SO HE SET OUT FO R  DELHI 
ON HO RSE-BACK. H E , HOW EVER, HAD DRESSED LIK E  A CO M M O N M A N  TO 
H ID E  H IS  ID E N T IT Y .

ON THE WAT HE SAW  A LAM E M A N  
STAN D IN G  O N  THE R O ADSIDE. HE WAS 
S P E A K IN G  P IT IA B LY  TO PASSIN G  HORSE
MEN, R EQ U ESTIN G  THEM TO GIVE H IM  A  
R IDE TO DELHI. B U T  NOBODY WAS PAYING  
A N Y  A TTE N TIO N  TO H IM .





H IM  B U T  THE FELLO W  W O U LD  
N O T  L IS T E N  A N D  STARTED  
Q U A R R E LLIN G .

Adarsh Chitra Katha

AT LAS T TH E Y  D E C ID E D  TO  
S E E  TH E  E M P E R O R  A N D  
R E Q U E S T  H IM  TO  D E C ID E  

TH E C A S E .



vaai i l l  m i l i t i a  x \ a u ia

THE EMPEROR TOLD B/RBAL TO 
LOOK IN TO  THE MATTER AN D  
SETTLE THEIR QUARREL.

/WWW



Adarsh Chitra Kathai*'

...A N D  SENT THE HORSE TO THE  
ROYAL STABLES.

B/RBAL HEARD BOTH THE SIDES 
CAREFULLY...

NEXT MORNING B/RBAL TOOK 
BOTH PF THEM TO THE STABLES 
AND ASKED THE LAME MAN TO 
POINT OUT HIS HORSE.

BUTi—  m O M i  /tF 7 M _ v.V  
INSTEAD
LOOKING  /
AT THE L 2 r = ^ , — HL—
HORSE THE LAM E M A N  STARTED 
GOING BACK BECAUSE HE COULD 
NOT DIFFERENTIATE ONE HORSE 
FROM ANOTHER. ______

THAT'5 XOUR 
HORSE ALL 
RIGHT I TAKE 
IT AW AY 1

B/RBAL GAVE THE K/N6
WHEN ASKED TO DO  THE SAME THING  
THE K IN G  IMMEDIATELY P O /N TE D  
OUT H IS  H O R S E . ON SEEING H IS  
MASTER THE HORSE NEIG H ED .

BID  H IM  GOODBYE. /N  THIS WAY THE 
KING HAD HIS W ISH FULFILLED .H E  DID 
NOT ONLY SEE B/RBAL BUT SAW H IS  

j WISDOM TOO.



WHY, 
iCERTA- 
l  INLY l

WOULD YOU PLEASE KEEP THIS 
CONTAINING ONE THOUSAND MOHURS 
TILL I  RETURN FROM MY PILGRIMAGE?

NEXT D A T  H E  STARTED O N H /5

RELIEVED BY H /5  FRIEND  
ANCE H E  W ENT H /5  WA V.

BEFORE STARTING THE JOURNEY HE WENT 
TO ONE OF HIS FRIENDS WITH A BAG 
INING ALL HIS LIFE ’S SAVING ^.



Adarsh Chitra Katha
IAMA5TEI

^N A M A S T E ! )T’S \  
NICE TO BE BACK '  
HOME WITH ONE'S OLD 
s JR IE N P S  A G A IN * /

IT'S A PLEASURE 
TO SEE you 

___ AGAIN1.

IT  TOOK H IM  NUMBER OF YEARS TO 
COMPLETE THE PILGRIMAGE. THEN HE  
RETURNED TO HIS HOME TOWN.

ON RETURNING H E  WENT TO H IS  
FRIEND TO GET H IS  M ONEY B A C K .

N O ! N O ! Y O U  
S EEM  TO HAVE 

IM PROVED  IT !

f  y o u  SEEM  TO BE 
IN THE PINK O F  
v ^gg^H EALTH !

W E L L ,!  HAVE 
M AINTAINED  
MY HEALTH.

I  WAS ALMOST 
H O M E -S IC K ...

/D \D  YOU VISIT ALL 
THE FIVE H O LY PLACES 
OF PILGRIM AGE?

W H A T ?  WHICH 
BA G  O F  M O N EY  ?

AND T H A N K  
YOU VER Y MUCH 
FOR KEEPING MY 
-BAG OF MONEY! „^ Y E S ;  ALL 

TH E FIVE 
v OF TH EM ,

THE FRIEND TALKED ON M ANY SUBJECTS 
B U J AVO IDED SPYING ANYTHING ABOUT 
THE MONEY. THIS PUZZLED THE 
LOT. FIT LRST HE HRDTO REMIND HIS FRIEND.

THE FRIEND FEIG NED SURPRISE P T  
BEING POKED ABOUT THE M ONEY.



DON'T y o u  REMEMBER 
THE BA6 CONTAINING ONE 
THOUSAND MOHURS WHICH 
I  GAVE YOU BEFORE

BUT I  DID GIVE YOU 
TH E BAG BEFORE 

I  W E N T '.N O !

THE FRIEND BLU NTLY DISCLAIMED ANY 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE BAG  OF MOHURS.

THEN H E  TURNED THE O LD M A N  
OUT O F H IS  H O U S E .

I  DON’T WANT TO
HAVE YO U GONE M AD 
OR SOME TH IN G  ?

HEAR ONE MORE WORD, 
i „ ___.G E T  OUT!

| THE POOR OLD M AN W ENT TO THE EMPEROR TC 
LODGER COMPLAINT AND TO SEEK HIS HELP IN  
THE MATTER. I---------------



• t

THE EMPEROR LISTENED TO HIS TALE 
A N D  AS K E D  B IR B A L TO LO O K IN T O  
THE M A T T E R .

BIR BAL LE N T A  VERY SYMPATHETIC 
E A R  TO THE OLD M A N 'S  TALE. THEN 
H E SENT FO R THE OLD

WHEN THE FR /EN D  APPEAR ED  IN  
FRO NT O F B IR B A L  -

B/RBAL W AS VERY M U C H  
PUZ7LED. HE THOUGHT 
FOR S O M E TIM E . T H E N -

f you SAY THAT YOU GAVE THIS MAN 
A BAG CONTAINING A THOUSAND 
Y i^M O H U R S . DO YOU HAVE A

WITNESS WHO W O U L D _ _ ^K /  
_ SAY SO  ?



'WHAT A FOOL YOU ARE! IF YOU GAVE 
HIM THE BAG UNDER A MANGO TREE, 
\ j Q j  WHY CAN’T THE MANGO TREE

help  y o u  in  t h is  m a t t e r  ?

f  NO S IR ! NO ONE ELSE WAS 
PRESENT WHEN I  GAVE THE BAG 
' \O F  MOHURS TO HIM UNDER A 

MANGO TREE...___^

/ g o  RIGHT AWAY AND TELL THE 
MANGO TREE THAT I  W ANT IT  TO  
sAPPEAR BEFORE ME A S A  
^ • ' “̂ W ITN E S S . GO Q U IC K L Y ^ /

------------ I T

W H AT ?

SIR l HE W O N ’T R E TU R N  S O  S O O N  
HE COULfe N O T  H AVE R EA C H ED  

TH E  P LA C E Y E T I

BIR6AL MEANWHILE ASKED THE 
FRIEND T O S IT B Y H /S  .

'DAMN THAT OLD MAN ! H O W ^ 
MUCH TIME DOES HE REQUIRE/ 

FOR A SMALL JOB

v l

M  g j u

~A \ IrT'1 >̂Nr-( V. ------1
K C )t/j i// Vi IN' >

AFTER WRITING FO R TIN  HOUR  
BIRBRL PRETENDED IMPPTIENCE.



« » u u u u  ^ u i i i a  ivalllc

Y  d o n 't  W O R R Y  '.THE TREE 
HA$ A L R E A D Y  P R O V E D  
THAT T H IS  M AN R ECEIVED  
\TH E BAG O F  M O H U R S  
v 'N v fR O M  VQU.

NOW , A R E  Y O U  W IL L IN G  T O  R E T U R N  
T H E  M OH UR S T O  THE OLD  M A N  O R  

V  N O T . r~ ~ p > ------------ r----------------------
1 B U T  S IR  A  
HE N E V E R J  
'G A V E  M E  A  
7 A N Y T H IN G

D O  Y O U  MEAN TO SA Y 
TH A T TH E PLACE IS 5 0  FAR

Y E S  S IR , TH E PLACE W HERE 
THE O LD  M AN SAYS HE G A VE 

TH E M O N E Y  IS V E R Y  FAR 
--------- FR O M  H E R E .

PAR D O N  M E ! I  S H A L L  
R E T U R N  T H E  T H O U S A N D  
M O H U R S  T O  T H E  O L D

S O jW /TH  THE H ELP O F THE 
D U M B  IV / T/VESSj BJRBAL GOT 
THE OLD M A N 'S  M O N E Y  BACK.

THEN HOW DID YOU K N O W  THAT TH E TREE 
UNDER WHICH T H E  BA G  O F  M OH UR S 

W AS G IV E N  TO YO U  
IS V E R Y  F A R  

FR O M  H ER E.



THERE WAS A POOR M A N !ft DELHI. IT  WAS
SAID ABOUT HIM THAT IF  ANYONE SAW  
HIS FACE/N  THE MORNING TO
GO HUNGRY THE WHOLE DRY.

THE EMPEROR WANTED TO FIND THE 
TRUTH ABOUT THE MAN. SO HE CALLED 
HIM  ONE DAY AND

NEXT MORNING WHEN THE EMPEROR 
SAW  THE MAN *S FACE —

NOW THAT I  HAVE SEEN 
HIS FACE I  WILL HAVE 4 
TO GO HUNGRY THE 
V  WHOLE DAY!

W '.STAY IN THE PALACE^ 
FOR THE NIGHT. I  WILL 
v SEE YOU IN THE . 

M O R N IN G ^ ^ V

AFTER FINISHING H/SBATH THE EMPEROR 
WAS ABOUT TO SIT FOR HIS BREAKFAST 
WHEN A SERVANT CAME RUNNING AND 
INFORMED HIM THAT THE EMPRESS WAS 
SUDDENLY TAKEN!LL.\

I I I  i L V \gom e  q u ic k ly  to  
i f f ®  \ ™ e b e g u m 's  I s f t j L  'III
W B ftV , CHAMBER. \ / i \ k

THE EMPEROR WENT IMMEDIATELY TO THE 
EMPRESS * CHAMBER.HE CALLED A DOCTOR
AND SAT BESIDE THE EMPRESS TILL SHE 
WAS GIVEN SOME MEDICINE FOR HER CURE.

J DON’T be a f r a id  X  
L BEGUM'.YOU WILL BE< 
[ALL RIGHT VERY SOON





HANG THE UNLUCKY MAN 
v TOMORROW!

YES, I  DID I NOW I  KNOW WHY 
PEOPLE SAY THAT SEEING HIS RACE 
IN THE MORNING MAKES A  
GO WITHOUT FOOD THE WHOLE

THE UNLUCKY MAN WHS INFORMED
OF HIS FflTE-

TOMORROW. IT'S THE EMPEROR'S ORDER

THE EMPEROR ISSUED A N  ORDER

PLEASE SAVE MY LIFE? 
THE EMPEROR HAS 
ORDERED THAT I  
SHOULD BE 

HANGED.

OH I  SEE!

THE POOR MAN HAD 
BIRBHL’5  HELP.



XSARKAR, BUT 
WHAT ABOUT ME WHO 

SAW YOUR FACE 
N . IN THE

T'lORNING?,

hUS WISH WHS 6RHNTED WHEN H E WHS
BRO UG HT BEFORE THE E M P E R O R -

IAT DO \  SARKAR, > 
VANT )I  AM REALLY
Z T ' . / s o r r y  you h a d  

g o
'food  yESTERDAy because
I you SAW MY I------- ------ ^
\  FACE IN THE' I
\ MORNING. JT -r ^

/D O N 'T  you THINK,ON THE 
CONTRARY THAT I  HAVE TO 
DIE ON THE GALLOWS BE -  
CAUSE I  SAW YOUR FACE 

Sv THE FIRST THING IN THE 
w iJN * —  M O RNlNG ?v

WHAT DO 
YOU M E A N ?

PEOPLE MAY SAY ANYTHING ABOUT 
ME BECAUSE I  AM A POOR MAN. 
BUT WHAT WOULD THEY SAY WHEN 
THEY COME TO KNOW THAT A POOR 
MAN LIKE ME HAD TO DIE FOR 
^SEEIN G  YOUR FACE IN THE v

-----  MORNING

ALL RIGHT, YOU ARE EXCUSED! BUT )■>: 
BEFORE YOU GO, PLEASE TELL ME W H O y  
TOLD YOU TO SPEAK TO ME LIKE THIS 
i^AND SAVE YOUR LIFE ?

1 / ----------- -------T ^ ^ W H O  E L S E /® ^
/  f lP ^ A R K A R .e U T  BIRBAL?

] |  1  ( 1 AM GRATEFUL 
V  TO HIM.

^ F O R  THAT 
MATTER,SO  
S  A M I !  ^

THUS DID BJRBHL SHVE THE
RESTRFHN THE EMPEROR FROM DOING INJUSTICE.



CERTAIN MINISTERS IN  THE DURBAR WERE 
ENVIOUS OFBIRBAL'S POPULARITY. THEY 

SECRETLY HATED H IM . ONCE THEY PLOTTED 
TO ELIMINATE HIM  FOREVER W /TH THE 
HELP OF THE ROYAL BARBER.

HUZOOR, M A Y  I  ASK 
YOU SOM ETHING ?

Y E S  ,  
WHAT IS IT ?

HUZOOR, YOU STAY HERE IN SUCH 
LUXURY, BUT HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED 
HOW YOUR FATHER MUST BE PASSING HIS

FOOL YOU ARE! HOW 
COULD WE MAKE SUCH

ONE DRY THE ROYAL BARBER} WHILE SHAV
ING THE EMPEROR, SEEING THAT THE LATTER 
WAS IN  A  GOOD MOOD HRDFIN OPPORTUNITY-

HUZOOR, DO YOU KNOW 
[THAT I  USED TO SHAVE 
YOUR FATHER 
AND A FINE 
OF HAIR HE HAD!

MAYBE?

W HY NOT ?
WHAT DO 

YOU M EAN ?

HUZOOR, PERHAPS YOU DON'T KNO’ 
BUT I  KNOW A MAGICIAN WHO IS 
CAPABLE OF GETTING YOU THIS 
INFORM ATION.

V
IS THAT S O  ?



YES SIR! I ’ LL DO THAT, BUT FOR GETTIN<S 
SUCH AN IMPORTANT NEWS FROM THE 
HEAVEN WE MUST SEND SOME VERY 
IMPORTANT AND EXPERIENCED 
PERSON FOR TH IS J O B .

IT'S  VERY EASY, HUZOOR. HE CAN SEND N  
ANYBODY TO HEAVEN A L IV E  T O  SEE HOW 

OUR A N C ES TO R S  ARE 
F A R IN G .

well T̂f that"
\  /tm m w M 15 5o,then make the 
'  necessary arrange -

W ^ O 'm MENTSANDGETMETHE 
Y ^ v7 l NEWS OF v

\  MY
/  \FATHE R . f f e j s l

^ - ^ V O U  ARE 
' RIGHT! BUT WHOM 
SHALL WE 
V SEND?

THERE 15 ONLY ONE PERSON 
IN YOUR KINGDOM  W HO 
IS FIT FOR IT.

B IR B A L, H UZO O R ! W H Y B IR B A L ?

AND W H O 
IS THAT ?

BECAUSE, HUZOOR, N O  MAN IN TH E *N 
WHOLE WORLD IS AS INTELLIGENT AS 
BIRBAL.THEREFORE ONLY BIRBAL W ILL 
B E  ABLE TO  D O  TH E J O B  PROPERLY, v

YES, THAT’S 
TRUEl 4

^  BUT ^  
HOW DO WE 
SEND HIM TO 

„ HEAVEN? f

THAT^5 VER Y SIMPLE. WE WILL TAKE 
BIRBAL IN PR0CE5SI0N TO THE C R E - 
MRTORIUM WHERE HE WILL BE MADE TO 
SIT ON A PYRE .THEN IT  WILL ^BE 

LIGHTED AND THE 
MAGICIAN WILL CHANT 

MANTRAS WHICH WILL TAKE 
BIRBAL TO HEAVEN,,

.UNHARMED
k .



r t ira rS ^^T IT iT T ^a in a

THE EMPEROR APPROVED THE BPRBER’S  
PLAN. N E X T D P y-

BIR^AL, PREPARE YOURSELF TO 
J i g  GO TO HEAVEN!

r v id y o u  s a y ,
TO HEAVEN, 
kJAHANPANAHS/

23
THEN THE EMPEROR EXPLAINED TO H IM  THE 
DETAILS OF THE PLAN. BfRBAL INSTANTLY 
REFUSED THE TRAP SET BY THE BARBER 
TO GET RID OF H /M . HE DID SOME QUICK 
THINKING.

JAWANPANAH, IF I  MUST GO ON 
SUCH A LONG JOURNEY I ’LL 

NEED QUITE A LOT OF 
MONEY.

YOU MAY HA 
MUCH MONEY 

AS YOU WAJ\T
V

/CERTAINLY! Y O U \ 
Lm AY TAKE A
y  m o n t h ’s  leave,
\O F  ABSENCE j 

| \  FOR THAT /  
*  %  PURPOSE.

'BESIDES, IT WILL TAKE AT LEASTONE 
MONTH TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR MY FAMILY. ONLY AFTER THAT 
kSHALL I  BE ABLE TO TAKE UP 

THE JOURNEY.

BUT AFTER A MONTH YOU 
MUST VISIT HEAVEN AND 
BRING ME THE NEWS OF 
MY FATHER.

OF COURSE, 
JAHANPANAH, 
I ’ LL DO



WHEN HE WAS SEATED ON THE PYRE THE
MAGICIAN SET FIRE TO IT  W ITH THE 
CHANT/NG OF SO M E M ANTRA THE BAR
BER AND H/S FELLOW CONSPIRATORS WERE 
DELIGHTED TO SEE B/RBRLGOING ON H IS
JOURNEY OFHQ RETURN.________________

JAWANPANAH, NOW I  AM READY 
TO GO TO HEAVEN AND BRING 

v THE NEWS OF YOUR FATHER.

ON THE APPOINTED DAYBIRBAL CALLED 
ON THE EMPEROR -

THERE UPON BIRBAL WAS TAKEN IN  PRO
CESSION TO THE SITE WHICH HE HIMSELF 
HAD CHOSEN FOR THEHE

WAS LI
QUICKLY OPENED 

UNDERNEATH THE 
THROUGH IT

HE SPENT THE NEXT THREE MONTHS IN  
SECLUSION AND ALLOWED HIS HAIR AND 
BEARD TO GROW. THEN ONE 
NING HE VISITED THE EMPEROR WHO, ON 

SEEING HIS FAVORITE MINISTER, RUSHED 
TO WELCOME HIM. ~

I  AM SO HAPPY YOU HAVE COME BACK 
FROM HEAVEN, HALE AND HEARTY.TELL ' 
ME, HOW IS MY FATHER ?

A L U S  WELL WITH 
HIM, EXCEPT FOR 

O N E THING.
I  AM FINE 
JAHANPANAH.HOW ARE 

YOU



WHAT DOES '  
HE LACK 
IN  H EAVEN?j

HE GETS EVERYTHING THAT 
HE U5ED TO HAVE IN THIS 

I W O RLD-G O O D FOOD,NICE 
, CLOTHES AND ALL THE 
ICOMFORTSHE DESIRES. 
iB U T  HE IS SAD ABOUT ONE 
N o t h in g  .-

REQUEST ? WHAT 
REQ UEST?TELL ME 

AT ONCE !

OH B1RBAL,TELL ME AT ONCE WHAT MY 
FATHER WISHES TO HAVE! NO W  THAT 
WE HAVE FOUND A WAY TO REACH , 
.HEAVEN WE CAN SEND HIM )
V  A N Y TH IN G  FROM  HERE.

CTAHANPANAH, YOUR FATHER 
MENTIONED THAT HE GETS 
EVERYTHING IN PARADISE 

k E X C E P T  A  GOOD 
v \  S H A V E !___

* WHAT IS THAT ? TELL ME QUICKLY!
I  ’ M ANXIO US TO KNO W  ABOUT IT.

WELL, W S  NOT VERY 
IMPORTANT. EVEN YOUR 
FATHER DID NOT PRESS FOR 

iT WHEN HE KNEW IT WAS

WHY? HASN’T / NO, JAH AN PAN AH,THAT JS 
ANY DEAD /  WHY YOUR FATHER LOOKED
BARBER 
GONE TO 
HEAVEN 
SO  FAR ?

SAD WITH HIS HHIR AND 
BEARD GROWN. 1T WAS QUITE 

DIFFICULT TO RECOGNIZE 
HIM.LOOK AT ME FOR EX
AM PLE. WOULD I  HAVE 

GROWN MY HAIR AN D  
BEARD LIKE THIS IFTHERf 

HAD BEEN A  BARBER,
IN  HEAVEN! SO 

YOUR FATHER IN 
FACT REQUES:

YOU TO -

BIRBAL, DO YOU THINK I  WOULD 
BE SO SELFISH AS TO RETAIN MY 
FAMILY BARBER HERE WHEN MY 

FATHER NEEDS/HIM
IN h e a v e n ? n 6 , i
W ILL SEND HIM

HE ASKED ME TO SEND 
YOUR FAMILY BARBER 
ONLY IF YOU COULD 
SPARE HIM.OTHER
W ISE YOU COULD 
IGNORE HIS 
r e q u e s t .



THE EMPEROR CALLED THE BARBER END  
THE M A6ICIAN AND INFORMED THEM 
ABO U T THE REQUEST O F HIS FATHER
IN  HEAVEN.

... AND SO y o u  P R EPA R E YOUR
SELF TO  G O  TO HEAVEN AND 
V SERVE M Y FATHER THERE.

WHEN THEVREACHED THE SITE
BER TRIED TO RUN A W  A  B W AS
CAUGHT AND TIED TO THE PYRE.

THUS THE BARBER WAS TAKEN IN  PRO 
CESSION TO THE CREMATORIUM.

NEXT MOMENT THE WILD FLAMES OF THE PYRE CONSUMED THE BARBER.
PEROR H A D  THE SATISFACTION THAT HE H A D  FULFILLED THE D ESIR E OF HIS  
FATHER WHO W AS IN  H E A V E N . THE INC IDEN T H AD  SUCH A  GREAT EFFECT ON 
B /R B A U S  ENEM IES THAT THEY GAVE UP ALL IDEAS OF DISPLACING H IM .



n s  so o n  n s  h e  n n m ved  h t  th e  prlpce
GFTTE THE CHOWKIDHR ON DUTY HRL~ 
TED HIM  END INSISTED TO BE TOLD 
THE PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT.

BIRBHLON HERRING THF
CHOWK/DRRS WERE DEMANDING BRKSHEESH 

FROM POOR RRTISTS,WRITERS POETS OR
MRGICIRN WHO CRME TO SEE THE EMPEROR, 
WRNTED TO FIND OUT THE TRUTH. SO, 
DISGUISING HIMSELF RS R BERRDED POET, 
HE DECIDED TO V/SIT THE EMPEROR.

I  WRNT V  HUZOOR IS VERY BUSY 
TO SEE THE \  BESIDES I  HRVE IN 
EMPEROR. /STR UCTIO N S NOT TO 

__ ALLOW  ANYBODY IN.

OW.PLERSE 
LET ME GO 
IN AND SEE 

HIM.

YOU SIMPLY CAN’T 
EH/M BECHUSE 

AM NOT GOINS TO

/  IF YOU PROMISE TO SHARE WITH n c  
/ EOURLLY WHATEVER BHCKSHEESH 
1 THE EMPEROR GIVES YOU, ONLY 
\ T H E N  SHRLL I  LET

THAT S A D E A L fx M  
HALF OF WHAT 1  ^
GET SHRLL GO TO YOU

BUT I  MUST 
SEE THE 
EMPEROR.

SEEING THAT YOU ARE SO 
KEEN T SHALL LET YOU IN



Avuaxsu militia iviuna
SO BIRBRL, IN  THE GUISE POET,
WHS RLLOWED TO SEE

,HUZOOR\ ON HEARING THAT 
YOU RRE R GRERTADMIRER 
VOFRRT I  HAVE COME HERE 
\ J O  RECITE SOME POEMS-

WANT ANY
TH IN G .! JUST 
V W ANTED  TC 
4  READ MY 
A  POEMS g fl 
^ to  you. 11

MASHH ALLAH! WHAT BEAUTIFUL P O EM S 
YOU HAVE W R ITTE N ! I  AM VER Y P L E - 
RSED WITH YOU .TELL ME WHRT YOU 
W ANT AND IT W OULD B E  G R A N T E D ^  

NO H U Z O O R ,ID O N V

t h a t 5s  n o t  r ig h t  >. you m u s t  r e c e iv e
50M ETH IN G ! RSK RND ITSHRLL BE YOURS! 
DON'T FEEL SHY! SPERKOUT!

" l  REPLY DO NOT WANT~ 
/a n y t h i n g , b u t  IF YO U IN S IS T /  
{THEN PLEASE ORDER,

J t h RT I  SHOULD BE
GIVEN R HUNDRED / y  

^  V\ L R S H E S  OF THE
WHIP. ___  __ ,TSI

HUZOOR, YOUR CHOWKIDAR 
REFUSED TO LET ME SEE YOU 
UNLESS 1 PROMISED TO SHARE



O POET, YOU SEEM TO BE' 
VERY  CLEVER. YOU HAVE 
, EQURLLED M Y &IRBRL , 
V .  I N . . .  /

NO S R R K R R  
1  S IM PLY 
C A N N O T  

\  DO THRT. ,

yES! I  HRVECRLLED YOU TO RE
CEIVE yOUR SHARE OF BRKSHEESH. 

. YOU W ILL GET FIFTY LHSUES
v o n  T a l i F t P S ^ T H E  w h ir  

ME HUZOOR0 '- N V

B E C R U S E I RM YOUR 
BIRBRL, JRHRNPRNRH!

YR RLLRH! W H O  
WOULD THINK OF 
SUCH BAKSHEESH!

W H Y N O T?  
YOU HAVE YET 
TO SEE H IM .

~E EMPEROR GOT ENRRGED WHEN H E  
HERRD THRT THE CHOWKI W RS
CORRUPT

CALL THE CHOWKIDAR 
IMMEDIATELY.

CPRR/ED OUT PROM  P m . _
RND THE PUNISHMENT SERVED R 5 R  W PP  
NI'NG N O T ONL Y TO GREEDY CHOWK/DHRS 
&UTRLL THOSE WHO WORKED /N  THE PR 
LRCE.

I  CANNOT POSSIBLY 
DO THRT ALSO.



/vuarsn  u n n r a  ivaxna

£>IR&RLjY E S T E R D R Y  I  S R W \ 
R HOLY M AN  IN M Y D R E R M . \  
S . HE TOLD M E THRT O NLY ] 
3 ^  T H O S E  C O U R T IE R S  WHO 

^  T U M P  INTO  THE POND 
IN THE GRRDEN RND A 
B R IN G  O UT AN EGG p  

I A R E  L O Y R L T O  / / F
L M E .

W HEN & /R B H L R E A C H E D

S O  I  
W A N T  TO FIND 
OUT T O D P Y  
W H O  FIRE 
LO Y R L TO



R TLR S T IT  W PS & /R & R L JS  TURN. 
HE JUM PED INTO THE PO ND RND  
LOOKED FOR R N  EGG IN  IT.

BUT HE DID NOT F IN D  R N Y R T  ONCE HE 
REF!USED THRTTHE EMPEROR WRS 
TRYING TO PULL H IS  LEG .___________



/\uarsn ^nnra ivatna

COCK, COCK

WEV  ̂ W H P T 'S  
T H A T  ?

BIRBRLj WHRTJS THE M ATTER V j  
WITH YOU ?  E V E R Y  O N E H R S  . \ 

N B R O U G H T  O UT RIM E G G  FROM 
' L  T H E  PO N D . W HRT R B O U T  YO U ?

H U Z O O R j O N L Y  
H E N S  P R O D U C E  
E G G S .  I  RM  R  

C O C K .

' H R j  HR ! B IR B A L/"  
YO U R R E  TO O  
CLEVER TO B E  

F O O L E D B Y  h n y  
SU CH  TR IC K S ,



Kerala's Kaikottikali is a dance performed during the festival of 
Onam, in which the dancers move in a circle of flowers, with 
rhythmic hand movements symbolising the emergence of shoots 
and leaves. Handclaps accompany the graceful foot movements 
to the beat of popular melodies.

The Koli dance of Maharashtra is the folk dance of coastal fisher- 
Tolk and tells the story of their trials and tribulations, the swaying 
back and forth of the waves, and the brooding wait for the catch 
to be brought home. In two parallel rows they dance their laborious 
lives in mime; the arduous rowing against the tide, the waves 
breaking on the shore, the culminating joyousness of a good catch, 
as the beat quickens and the dancers break apart to fall, exhausted 
but happy, to the ground.
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*xv5 u u a i  iu i  w apapcis  m  Ind ia
R N. 32607/79—English

Sita shows you 
something of everything 

in India...
W e  at S IT A  have been doing just th a t for 
o ver tw o  decades. A nd being th e  leading  
travel agency in Ind ia , our services are  
com parable to the  best ava ilab le  
an yw h ere  in the  w orld .

S IT A  w ill help you right from  the m om ent 
you to u c h -d o w n  at any one of our 
in ternational airports. By booking your 
hotel accom m odation , confirm ing  your 
air seats  for trave l w ith in  India. 
C onducting  g u id ed  and p re -p lanned  
sightseeing  trips, group and Ind iv idu al 
itineraries. Provid ing car hire, trekking , 
w ild - l i fe  photo safaris, special in terest 
tours, con ference  fac ilities ...every th ing  to  
m ake your v isit tru ly  m em orable.

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
Brings the world to India.

|L _(INDIA) PVT.LTD.,
F -1 2 Connaught Place  
N e w  Delhi 
Tel : 4 3 1 0 3

Agra, Bangalore, Varanasi, 
Calcutta, Hyderabad. M a d r l s


