
KRISHNA: AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS
PAREERSH/T WHO H AP 3EEJi LISTENING WITH RAPT ATTENTION TO SHUKAPEVA |
NOW INTERRJJPTEP  THE SAGE'S NARRATION OF KRISHNA'S EXPLOITS

m e

'  PVIV/PA $ WHO WAS SAJP 70 POSSESS THE 
STRENGTH OF TEN THOUSANP ELEPHANTS, 
WAS ENRAGEP £V THE SLAVING OF NARAKA- 
SURA.

H E CREATEP HAVOC IN THE REGION O F ANARTA T



BHAGAWAT PURANA

r THERE ! NOW ^  
"THEV WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE 70 ESCAPE.

"tAHV/Pft GRINNED AND CHATTERED IN ANGER.. 70 FRIGHTEN 
THE WOMEN HE VIOLENTLY SHOOK THE BRANCHES OF THE

I “ ONE PAV AS HE WAS BUS'/ HARASSING THE INHABITANTS, 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC DREW HIM JO  RAIVATAKA HILL .

“ IT  VMS HERB THAT HE SAW BALARAMA.

a m a r ch itra  kutha

“ HE KlPNAPPEP PEOPLE flNP HELP THEM 
CAPTIVE,



HOW PARE VOU! 
JU S T WAIT?

KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

P V IV IP R  NOW PICKEP UPf) JAR. ANP  
BROKE IT.

“  WHEN PV ly/P Q  S/)W BALA RAM ft APPROACHING HIM WITH 
HIS FAVOURITE WEAPONS. HE UP ROOTSP A  SALA TREE.

"BUT BALARAMA PARRtEP THE 
BLOW WITH HIS LEFT HANP 
AND HIT PV /V /PA  WITH HIS 
PESTLE.

“ p v / v / W S  HEAP WAS 
CRACKEP OPEN BUT HE  
FOUGHT ON USING TREES 
ANP ROCKS AS WEAPON6.

"B U T  THEV WERE fin  CRUSHEP BV 
BALARAMA. FINALLY P V /V /P A  LUNGED 
AT HIM, BAREHANPEP. ---------------------------

"  BALARAMA CLENCHEP HIS F IS T ANP HIT A T THE COLLAR BONE OF 
P V IV IP A  . THE APE COLLAPSEP ANP THE ENTIRE FOREST p 
SHOOK AS HE F E L L . ---------------------------------------------------------------------



WE WILL CAPTURE 
HIM. LET THE 
VAPAVAS COME 
AND FREE HIM 

THEN.

LOOK'.THAT VOtING 
MAN IS TAKING THE 
. BRIPE AWAY.

WHO 
16 HE?

HE IS SAMBA, 
THE SON OF 
KRISHNA AND 
cJAMBAVATI.

XflRNft, DURvoPHfiNA AND OTHERS FOLLOWED SAMBA

WE WILL CAPTURE 
HIM. LET THE 
VAPAVAS COME 
AND FREE HIM 

THEN.
KARNA
SEIZE

HIM.

"WHEN BHLARAMA RETURNED TODWARAKA,
HE WAS WARMLY RECEIVED BY THE CITIZENS. 

V------ -------

BHAGAWAT PURANA

GOOD THAT YOU 
KILLED THAT PVIVIPft

'IT  WAS SOME TIME AFTER THIS EVENT THAT 
PRINCE DURYODHANA ARRANGED THE SWAYAMVARA 
OF HIS DAUGHTER, LAKSHMANA. IT  WAS ATTENDED  
BY KINGS AND PRINCES FROM FAR AND NEAR ■ J

L - — m
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“ UPDHAVA ARRIVED AT 7H£ KAURAVA COO fa.



KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PAND A V AS

SO FAR WE PIP NOT 
OBJECT TO HOUR. USE OF 
TH E  ROHfil INSIGNIA .BUT 
SINCE HOO ARE TRVING 
TO PICTATE TERMS TO 

US, WE WILL HAVE 70 
,PUT HOU IN HOUR 
______  PLACE.

• • 4

"ARR.OGAN7LH 7HE KM R W AS "  BA LA RAMA WAS ENRAGED B</
WALKED AWA9 W17MOU7 
EVEN WAITING FOR. 
BALARAMA’S REPLY.

I

THESE KAURAVAS 
ARE ASKING FOR 
A FIGHT. WELL, 
THERE'S OtiLH 
ONE WAV OF 
PUTTING THEM 
IN THEIR PLACE.

“ NO SOONER. 7HAN BALARAMA'B WEAPON 70UCHED 7HE GROUND.
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

"BALARAMA’S ANGER. WAS 
BASIL'/ AROUSED BUT ALSO 
EASILY PACIFIED.

•d u r y o d h a n a , w h o  l o v e d
HIS DAUGHTER. LAKSHMANA 
PEARLS, GA VE HER. GENEROUS

FOLLOWED BY A RETINUE OF 
ELEPHANTS, HORSES AND CHARIOTS 
GIFTED TO THE BRIDE .BALARAMA 
RETURNED TO DWARAKA WITH THE 
NEWLY-WEDS.
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"BALARAMA RELATED THE EVENTS IN THE 
COURT OF PWARAKA.

THIS IS HOW OUR 
SAMBA WON THE HANP 

OF LAKSHMANA.

SHUKftPEVA PAUSED FOR- EFFECT.

TILL TODAY, THE ClTV 
OF HAST1NAPURA IS RA1SEP 

AT THE SOUTHERN END ANP 
INCUNEP TOWARPS THE 6AN6A, 

EVIDENCE OF BALARAMA’S 
PROWESS.

u WHEN Nft RAPA ARRIVED AT THE RESPLENDENT CCTV OF 
PWARAKA, HE BEHELD THE BEAUTIFUL INNER. CHAMBERS 
OF THE QUEENS.

'  AH! PILLARS /WADE <
CORAL, BALCONIES C 

LAPIS-LAZULI ANP 
SAPPHIRE WALLS. VISHWfl- 
I KARMA HAS REALLY ■  

s. PLAYEP HIS ART IK 
V  THIS PALACE.
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

“ HE WAS ASTONISHED A T THE SIGHT THAT M E T HIS EYES  
IN THE VARIOUS PALACES- [~~~ I  T ~ ~ Z 3 |

"AFTER EXCHANGING PLEASANTRIES 
WITH KRISHNA AND Ri/KMINI, NARAPA’S 
CURIOSITY LED HIM TO THE PALACES 
OF THE OTHER QUEENS, f -----------------------

a WHILE IN ANOTHER KRISHNA APPEARED TO BE ENGROSSED IN 
PERFORMING A YAdNA. |------------------- ■}---------------------------- r if --------------

“ HE SAW KRISHNA PLAYING 
CHESS IN ONE ■ I---------------- *—

UHE BEHELD KRISHNA RDM PING PLAYFULLY 
WITH HIS CHILDREN IN ONE ROOM.

“ WHILE A MINUTE LATER,HE SAW KRISHNA IN SERIOUS
d is c u s s io n  w it h  l e a r n e d  p a n d it s .
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KRtSHNA: AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

HE WAS THE MESSENGER. SENT ON BEHALF 
OF THE THOUSANDS OF KINGS HELP CAPTIVE
b y  <jarao an phA IN GIRIVRMA.

tMRASANPHA VUAS 
DEFEATED SEVENTEEN 
TIM E S  BY Y 0 U .IT  WA6 
ONW  TO PI6PLAV YOUR 
HUMAN FRA I LTV THAT 
YOU ALLOWED HIM TO 
PE FEAT VOU ON THE 
EIGHTEENTH OCCASION

f  BUT THIS ONE 
VICTORS HAS MADE 
JARASANDHA MORE 
ARROGANT THAN

V  h e  e v e r  w a s .

THE CAPTUREP 
KINSS PEPEND

"JUST THEN NARAPA ARRIVEP ON THE SCENE. AFTER. 
WELCOMING HIM WITH PUE RESPECT, KRISHNA SAID —
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SAGE NARAPA HAS 
A5KEP YOU TO ATTENP 

THE RAJASOOVA YAdNA 
OF YOUR COUSINS,THE 
PANPAVAS. IT |& FITTING 
FOR YOU TO BE THERE. 

BUT OF EQUAL IMPORT
ANCE l& THE TASK OF 
HELPING THE KING& 

WHO HAVE SOUGHT 
YOUR PROTECTION.
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W  BHEEMA CAN ^  
EAS1LV OVERPOWER 

dARASANPHA IN A DUEL. 
SINCE dARASANPHA IS 
KNOWN TO BE GENEROUS 
TO BRAHMINS, BHEEMA 
COliLPGODISGUISED > 

s. A3 A BRAHMIN. /

Pi 6000  
IPSA*

/  dARASANPHA 
{  WILL HAVE TO BE 

PEFEATEP IN EITHER 
CASE SO TH A I THE 
RAdASOOVA VAdNA CAN 
BE PERF0RMEP OR TO 

, HELP THE KINGS HELP 
VPRISONERS 8V HIM.

“SOON KR/GHNfl t ACCOM PA NIEP  
BY HIS WIVES ANP CHILDREN, 
SET OUT FOR INPRAPRASTHA.

uAFTER SEVERAL PAYS OF TRAVEL, TRAVERSING MOUNTAINS ANP RIVERS, KRISHNA AND HIS ARMY REACHED 
INPRAPRASTHA.

“ UDPHAVAb WORPS FOUNP 
FAVOUR WITH EVERYONE.

“ BEFORE LEAVING PWARAKA, HE AS6UREP 
THE MESSEN6ER. FROM GIRIVRAdA.

KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

“ KUNTI HUSHED TO GREET HER. DEAR. NEPHEW

“KRISHNA AND HIS ARMY W ERE PROVIDED 
WITH COMFORTABLE PALACES IN INDRA- 
PPAS7HA ftNP SPENT MANY HAPPY DAIS  
THERE.
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KRISHNA AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

IT IS AN EXCELLENT IDEA.THE RAJASOOVA 
VAdNA WILL HELP TO SPREAD W UR FAME 

IN THE LANb. FIRST VOU MUST SUBDUE 
ALL TH E KINGS OF THE LAND AND 

COLLECT THE REQUISITE MATERIAL.

“  HUPHISHTHIRA WAS PEUGHTEP TO HEAR THIS ■ ENTHU3EP BY 
KRISHNA’S ENCOURAGEMENT HE SAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS 
BROTHERS-

*  KINGDOM RULED BV VIRATA a m a r  c h ifra  k u th a



BHAGAWAT PURANA

"  THEY RETURNED VICTORIOUS, L ft PEN  WITH THE 
TREASURES SIFTED  BY THE CONQUERED KINGS.
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‘ WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT JARASANDHA'S PALACE —
KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

610RV TO V0U,0 KINS... 
HAVE TRAVELLED FROM 
AFAR WITH A SPECIFIC 
PURPOSE. DO GRANT 

OUR REQUEST.

HOU KNOW MOW 
HA RISH CHANDRA, 

RANTIDEVA,SHI8I AND 
BALI, ATTAINED 
SALVATION BV GIVING 
AWAY ALLTHEV HAP 

TO THEIR 6UBST&.*

w v ,
I “ (JARASANPHA WAS HOT FOOLED BY THEIR. PIS6UI5E.

THEY APPEAR *10 BE 
KSHATRIVAS, NOT BRAH

MINS . THE MARKS OF THE 
BOW ARE 90 CLEAR ON
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

“MRUS/IN PHf) ROARED WITH LQU&HTER •

Hfoctls! if  it  is a 
FIGHT you WANT, 

■ l  WILL HAPPILV 
GRANT HOUR 

■ w is h .  ■

^ T H A T  LEAVES ONLW 
yOU, BHEEM A-HERE, 

TAKE TH IS  MACE.

, 0

om or chifra  KOtha 217



KRISHNA . AN At I Y OF THE PANDAVAS

218 a m a r chitra katha



BHAGAWAT PURANA

“ BEING WELL MATCHED IN 
STRENGTH, SPIRIT ANP SKILL, 
THE FIGHT WENT ON AN P  
ON FOR. DAYS. '-------------------------

“ THEY WOULD STOP THE 
FIGHT A T  DUSK AND RESUME 
AT DAWN.

"A T  THE END OF THE TW ENTY-  
SEVENTH DAY BHEEMA
CONFIDED TO KRISHNA.

a m o r chitro kotho
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BH AG A W AT PURANA

u WITH A SINGLE STROKE, BHEEMA TORE 
dARASANDHA’S BODY INTO TW O.

“ AM IDST THE LOUD CRIES OF THE SPECTATORS, 
ARJUNA AND KRISHNA EMBRACED BHEEMA.
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KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

11 THEIR WEARY ANP WORN FACES U  7 UP 
j WHEN THEY BEHELD KRISHNA IN HIS 
PIVINE FORM.

tt THEREAFTER KRISHNA ARRAN6EP FOR 7HE 
KINGS 70 BE BffTHEP ANP REFRESHED. 
UNDER KRISHNA’S GUIPANCE, 7HE NEW  
KING SAHAPEVA GAVE THEM PRESEN7S 
BEFI77ING ROYAL GUESTS

"  THE VARIOUS KINGS WENT BACK 70 THEIR KINGPOMS 
ON BEJEW ELLEP CHARIOTS , SINGING THE PR/IISES OF 
KRISHNA ON 7HEIR WAY.
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O KING I NOW 
HOU CAN BEGIN 
WCIR RAvJASOOVA 
. W H A .

INVITE WELL-VERSEP BRAHMINS 
LIKE WASA ,BHARAPWAJA >GAUTAMA 
KANVA ANP PHAUMVA TO PARTICI
PATE IN THE VAJNA .

KRISHNA ANP 
ARdUNA ARE 

v BACK.
JARASANPHA 
MUST HAVE BEEN 

PEFEATEP-

hnnnn

^  FORMAL INVITA- ^  
TI0N6 MUST BE SEN T 

TO PRONACHARVA, 
BHEESHMA, KRIPACHARW, 
TO KING PH RITA RASHTRA 
ANP PURWPHANA AS 
WELL AS TO THE WISE

VIPURA. A

“ WITH KRISHNA 5 PERMISSION,</UPH!SHTHIRA BEGAN THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE YAdNA. I

BHAGAWAT PIJRANA

“ LATER., KRISHNA, ARdUNA AND BHEEMA TOO 
RETURNEP TO INPRAPRASTHA. THE SOUND OF 
THEIR CONCH‘ SHELLS ANNOUNCED THEIR ARRIVAL

“ AN OPEN INVITATION WAS ANNOUNCED FOR PEOPLE 
FROM ALL WALKS OF L IFE  TO ATTEND THE VAdNA.

“ HUDHISHTHIRA’S EVES DIMMED WITH  
TEARS OFdOV WHEN HE M E T KRISHNA.

c/0U ARE THE 
LORP OF ALL 
WORLPS, WET LIKE 
AN ACTOR HOU 
INPULGE IN THESE 
HUMAN ACTIVITIES.
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KRISHNA . AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

GUIPEP BY LEARNED PRIESTS, YUPHISHTH/RA 
PERFORMEP ALL THE REQUISITE RITUALS OF THE 
RAUABOO</» YAdNA.

"EVERYONE PRESENT HAP A DIFFERENT OPINION AS TO 
WHO MERITED THE HONOUR. OF BEIN6 OFFERED THE
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

“ SHISHUPALA, THE PRINCE OF CHEDI, COULD NOT 
BEAR ALL THl&m.

x HOW CAN VOU PEOPLE 
BE MISLEP 8VA V0UN6 
FOOL LIKE SAHAPEVA ? 

WITH SO MANV LEARNEP 
VENERABLE SAGES 
PRESENT HERE, HOW 
CAN VOU SELECT A COW- 
HERP LIKE KRISHNA 

FOR THE FIRST WOR
SH IP? ^

“ KRISHNA CALMLY HEARD SHISNUPALA’S 
BITTER. OUTBURSTS. I---------------------------------

anrvar cHitra katha



KRISHNA : AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS

u BUT THE OTHERS COULD NOT BEAR. TO HEAR. KRISHNA BEING INSULTEP. 
WHILE SOME PEOPLE LEFT THE PLACE IN DISGUST, OTHERS TOOK UP ARMS 
TO ATTACK SH/SHUPALA.

“  WHEN SHISHUPALA CHALLENGED HIS 
OPPONENTS, KRISHNA STOOP UP ANP TRIED 
TO CALM THEM DOWN.

u 8UT WHEN SHISHUPALA LUNGED AT HIM, 
KRISHNA RELEASED HIS CHAKRA ANP CUTOFF 
HIS HEAD.

“  AFTER COMPLETION OF THE VAUNA, WPHISHTHIRA 
PROCEEDED FOR HIS RITUAL BATH IN THE GAN6A • 
HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HORDES OF PEOPLE, 
SINGING, DANCING AND MERRY MAKING.
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BHAGAWAT PURANA

“  PURYOPHANA ANP THE KAURAVAS, 
KRISHNA ffNP H I3  WIVES WERE 
PERSUAPEP 7O STAY AN P SPENT SOME 
HAPPY PAYS IN THE WONDERFUL 
PALACE BUILT B V MAYA.

“ THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE RAdASOOYA </AdNA 
WAS A SOURCE OFdOY FOR EVERYONE EXCEPT PURYO
PHANA. HE BURNED W ITH ENVY SEEING THE INCREASED 
WEALTH ANP GUORV OF TH E PANPAVAS.

“ ONE DAY HE WAS CONFUSED AS HE AMBLED  
ALONG IN THE PALACE SO BUILT BY MAYA AS 70 
CAUSE ILLUSIONS

“M A M  PEOPLE INCLUDING BHEEMA AND 7HE 
QUEENS BURS7 INTO LAUGHTER. A7 DURYOPHANA'S

THUS ENDS THE EIGHTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF THE TENTH CHAP7ER OF THE BHAGAWAT PURANA.

am ur chifra kutha


