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B R A H M A 'S  INSTRUCTIONS TO GODS, MEN AND DEM O NS : The Brihadara- 
nyaka Upanishad contains a simple and ins tructive  anecdote w h ich  prescribes the 
practice o f three princip le virtues, viz. se lf-con tro l, charity  and mercy. The c u l
t iva tio n  o f these virtues in the m ind paves the w ay fo r greater happiness through 
harmony w ith  the w o rld , thereby sublim ating the entire personality fo r con tem 
p la tio n  on the higher values of life.

THE STORY OF NACHIKETAS : In th is  m ystical tale of the Katha Upanishad we
are given a h is to ry o f the human sp irit w h ich  passes through various stages o f 
suffering, test and experience in its onw ard  march to the Absolute. The path of 
the sp irit is not an easy one. That it is hardship and also accompanied by a 
sense of m ystery and awe is exem plified in the ph ilosophica l epic tha t goes after 
the name o f Nachiketas.

THE PRIDE OF THE GODS : The Kena Upanishad, at its very outset, com m ences' 
w ith  a question : "W h o  is the com peller and the prope lle r o f the senses and the
m ind ? "  The question im plies tha t there is pos itive ly  some superior princip le  
surpassing the operation o f the sense organs, the m ind and the in te llect. W hatever 
be the e ffo rt on the part o f these organs, they are incapable o f ga in ing an access 
in to  Reality. It is on ly  when the ego melts com ple te ly  tha t there can be a sa lva
tion  fo r the soul.

DADHYAN ATH AR VAN A M A H A R IS H I : The doctrine o f the M adhu-V idya,
occuring in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad as taught by sage Dadhyan, is an ex
position o f the interdependence o f th ings in creation. No ob ject is independent 
by itse lf. N o th ing in the universe is se lf-ex is ten t or stands iso lated. Everything 
is connected w ith  every th ing else. Since every th ing  is dependent on every 
th in g , everyth ing becomes the supporting factor fo r every th ing. This support is 
the Universal Element present everywhere, namely, Brahman, the Abso lu te w h ich  
is ca lled  the Honey (M a d h u ), or the susta ining food fo r the existence o f every 
th ing  in creation. In short, the moral behind the doctorine  is th a t selfishness is 
a chimera. It canno t and does n o t exist. The Law o f the Universe is co-operative 
ac tiv ity  and m utual regard.
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Ĵ taJvmak) JncAxAMMjym to
THREE CLASSES OF BRAHMA’S CHILDREN— THE GODS, THE

ALWAYS DESIROUS OF OVERCOMING THEIR LIMITATIONS WITH A VIEW  TO GAIN CONTROL 
OVER THE ENTIRE CREATION, f  “  ------— - T “

RALLY OUR FORCES 'u 
WE MUST NOT YIELD 
SO EASILY TO OUR 
\  ENEMIES

VICTORY TO 
THE OEl/AS!

WHILE THE WARFARE BETWEEN THE GODS AND THE DEMONS WAS GOING ON, M AN KIN D  
WAS VICARIOUSLY INFLUENCED, EACH INDIVIDUAL REAPING THE FRUITS OF ITS
IOUS KARMAS



SOMETIMES WHEN THE GODS WOULD W IN  
VICTORY OVER THE DEMONS...

THAT SHOULD 
CHASE THEM 

AWAY 1

...M ANKIND WAS. BLESSED WITH 
QUALITIES}  RADIANT HEALTH, CONTENTMENT 
AND LONG LIFE.

.. .  IT  WAS THEN THAT VICIOUS QUALITIES 
PREVAILED IN  HUMAN BEINGS, LEADING 
i THEM TO MISERY, DISEASE, DECAY 

AND IMMATURE DEATH.

BUT,WHEN THE GODS WERE SUBDUED BY THE 
D EM O NS... !------------ ----------------------------------

WE MUST DEVISE 
SOME MEANS TO 
IMPROVE OUR 

v CONDITION 1 J

A  BUT HOW 
IS IT POSSIBLE 
FOR US TO DO 

SO?

AND MANKIND WAS IN  A DILEMMA



EVEN THOUGH ANY ONE WAS FREE TO CHOOSE HIS COURSE OF ACTION,
TO REVEAL THE MEANS OF FULFILLING THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH CREATION HAD BEEN SET
/N  MOTION.

THE THREE WORLDS CHAOS,

IT IS OUR N 
FATHER BRAHMA 

Wv.WHO IS CALL- 
IP c J N G  US! .

DID YOU HEAR 
TH AT?

AT LAST, A VOICE WAS HEARD FROM

SOME UNKNOWN 
FORCE IS PULLING' 
US! LET US REPOSE 
OUR FAITH IN IT ^
AND BE GUIDED^
TO WHERE 

WE ARE LED!

THE GODS ARE 
UP TO SOME 
MISCHIEFl WE SHALL 
FOLLOW THEM, LEST 
WE MAY COME 
TO GRIEF _  
LATER 
O N I

THE DEMONS GOT SUSPICIOUS. THEY DID NOT WANT 
TO ALLOW THE DEVAS TO

E NESCIENCE, OR IG N O R A N C E B R A H M A -L O K  A , OR THE WORLD OF THE CREATOR.



ACCORDINGLY,THE GODS, THE MEN AND THE DEMONS WENT TO THE ABODE OF BRAHMA AND  
UNDERTOOK SEVERE PENANCE, LIVING A LIFE  OF CONTINENCE.

AFTER THE PERIOD OF STUDENTSHIP WAS OVER, THEY APPROACHED BRAHM A

0 ADORABLE FATHER., 
v PLEASE GIVE U5 
\  INSTRUCTION! TELL 

\  US OUR D U T Y y

O DEVAS J 
" D a ”  DO YOU 

UNDERSTAND 

WHAT I  SAY ? /

Y E S ,  FATHER L 
W E HAVE UNDER 
STOOD RIGHTLY.

IF SO,TELL 
ME WHAT 
I  MEANTW



'  THAT IS BECAUSE WE ENJOY V  SO YOUR INSTRUCTION
TOO MUCH IN HEAVEN. THEN THE DEMON S/IMPLIES THAT W E MUST 

ATTACK US AND TAKE US BY ./N O T  G0 70 0  ^UCH IN THE
^ ^ _ _ _ S U R P R I S E .  \DIRECTION OF SE N S E - 7

'— I /— "-------ENJOYMENT.

YOU TOLD US 
DAMYATA *

VERY GOOD t ) 
SO YOU FOLLOW THIS 2. 
^INSTRUCTIO N FROM 

ME. — —^

^  WE ARE 
GRATEFUL TO YOU: 
. FATHER. y

WHEN THE GODS HAD TAKEN LEAVE OF BR,  THE M EN  STEPPED FORW ARD

ADORABLE FATHER, N 
PLEASE INSTRUCT US. 
TELL US THE CAUSE OF 
OUR MISFORTUNES.

1 I n n
Mb i»ii v  ** mi i  J %



O M E N ! “ D a "  DO 
YOU FOLLOW WHAT 

^7  IS A Y ?  —— A

{ / \  YES, FATHER. 
WE HAVE SURELY 
7  UNDERSTOOD. /

IF 5 0 ,  TELL 
ME WHAT I  

MEANT, f
XJ you
TOLD US 

DATTA,

AND THE MEANING OF YOUR 
TEACHING IS THAT WE SHOULD 
GIVE UP OUR NATURAL 
TEN DENCY OF BEING 
GREEDY. /  , *

HENCEFORTH, WE 
SHALL TRY NOT TO HOARD" 
WEALTH AND FOOD-STUFF. 
WE WILL GIVE IN CHARITY 

WHAT DOES NOT 
]/v  BELONG TO US. T

*  DATTA M EAN fi: im  /~l ja o it . .

O MEN! YOU HAVE UNDERSTOOD 
RIGHTLY. SO YOU FOLLOW 

THIS INSTRUCTION.



n u a i M i  v - i i i i i a  i v a u i a

£  FATHER^ WE ARE YOUR 
OBEDIENT CHILDREN. WE WILL 
v TRY TO FOLLOW YOUR 
\  V INSTRUCTION. J

C.. AND BE CAREFUL THAT YOU DO 
NOT GET PUFFED UP WITH PRIDE 
WHEN YOU ARE W E LL- PLACED 
IN LIFE. J

THE MEN, HAVING RECEIVED INSTRUCTION FROM BRAHM A, PAID HOMAGE TO H IM  AND  

LEFT. THE DEMONS WERE W AITING IM PATIENTLY.

( YES^O
c  \ / e n e r a b l e  :
FATHER! PLEASE 
S  INSTRUCT t  

l  US A L S O ./

0  DEMONS; DO YOU 
WANT INSTRUCTION 
v  FROM ME ? 7

0 DEMONS! wD a ” . | 
do yo u  u n d e r s ta n d '
.W H A T  I  SAY? /

THERE IS NO NEED TO SAY 
ANYTHING FURJHER! YOU 
HAVE UNDERSTOOD! /

YOU TOLD US 
DAYADHVAM' 

1 B U T ...



HOWEVER, I  SHALL REPEAT 
AGAIN! YOU ARE VERY CRUEL! 

YOU ALWAYS INSULT, INJURE

THEREFORE, DON’ T FAT, S W A L L O W s A V -  
DESTROY AND DEMOLISH --'F A T H E R , V -A V

EVERYTHING! /w H A T  YOU TELL US I S ^  
p z m  \ f r ~  y ~ ^ 7  FOR OUR GO O D! ACCEPT - 

\ \ /O U R  OBEI5ANCE AND PERMIT 
f e M P )  V V u S T O  LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. Y

THE DEM ONS A R E  VERY H A R D  -  H EAR TED  PEOPLE. 
THEY WANTED TO FIG HT THE GODS RATHER THAN  
FOLLOW BRAHM A’S  INSTRUCTIO N. SO THEY LEFT  
IN  A H U R R Y .

BRAHMA HAD INSTRUCTED HIS PROGENY^ AN D  THE SAM E IS REPEATED BYTH E HEAVEN
LY VOICE.,THE CLOUD B Y TH E  FORCE OF THUNDER. THE SYLLABLES " D a ’/ 'b a ”  *D a ”
TELL US TO B E  S E LF- CONTROLLED, GIVE AND B E  MERCIFUL. WHOEVER FOLLOWS THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS OF BRAHM A RAISES H /S  STATUSWHILE THOSE WHO REM AIN  
OF THIS TRUTH STA Y ROOTED IN  EARTHLY A TTACHMENTS.

H H N i

r
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NACH/KETASj My BELOVED 
SON! I  HAVE DISTRIBUTED 
IN CHARITY SEVERAL 
COWS TO BR AH M IN J  
PRIESTS IN THE 
SACRIFICE 
PERFORMED 
BY ME TODAV.

j f  FATHER/ 
11 AM VERY 
HAPPY TO 
■HEAR THIS /  
ANEW S . / ~

DESIROUS OF HEAVENLY REWARDS, GAUTAMA 
PERFORMED A SACRIFICE KN O W N  A S  THE 
SAR AV ED AS A-YA JN A.

IN  THIS SACRIFICE, IT  WAS NECCESS- 
ARY FOR HIM  TO GIVE IN  CHARITY  
ALL HIS POSSESSIONS, DEAR AND NEAR.

7}u_ SYcPty of_ JYachLRjztcob

NACHIKETAS WAS THE SON OF SAGE GAUTAMA.



NACH/KETAS R A N  TO THE SHED. HE WANTED TO KN O W  WHICH O F  THE COWS HAD BEEN  
GIVEN AW AY B Y  HIS FATHER. f

0  WHAT A PHY! THE CATTLE N 
\  GIVEN AWAY BY MY FATHER 
U R E  BARREN AND OLD. I  

)V ~ \M U 5 T  SPEAK TO HIM l '

FATHER, IN THIS SACRIFICE 
WHICH YOU ARE PERFORMING, 
HAVE YOU DECIDED TO GIVE 

v IN CHARITy EVERYTHING /  
\  THAT YOU OW N ? /%

WHEN NACH/KETAS RETURNED TO HIS 
FATHER-

YESj, MY CHILD l
BUT W HY DO YOU 
vLOOK SO SAD ?

NACH/KETAS SPOKE OUT H IS  INNER  
HEART.

MY VENERABLE FATHER! 
FORGIVE ME IF I  SAY THAT 

THE COWS WHICH YOU 
HAVE GIVEN ARE INCAP
ABLE OF GIVING ANY 

.THEY ARE 
FAMISHED AND ARE 
NOT GOING TO CALVE

GAUTAMA WAS

I  AM  YOUR SO N ! YOU 
OWN M E! AND IN ASMUCH 
AS YOU HAVE PROMISED TO 
GIVE ALL YOUR BELONGINGS 
IN CHARITY,TO W HO M  WILL



A a a rs n  ^ n n r a  iv a tn a

GAUTAMA HAD HO IDEA O F GIVING H IS  SO N  IN  
CHARITY TO ANYONE. N REPEATED 
HIS QUESTION ONCE AG A IN .

WHEN NACH/KETAS QUERIED FOR 
THE THIRD T IM E ...

TO W HOM  
WILL YOU GIVE 

M E, FATHER ?

^  FATHER, YOU X  ^  
WILL NOT GET THE V .  / 
PLEASURES OF HEAVEN 
BY GIVING AW AY THE 
COWS WHICH ARE ONLY N  
SKELETON. PLEASE TELL ME, 
TO WHOM WILL YOU GIVE H j 

1 ME? i / ' - V '

' Y  OH L THIS 
j  BOY IS IN N O - T  
CENTLY TROUBLING 
, ME BY PUTTING j  
\  A  SHAMELESS M  
i^X Q U E S T lO N .

THE CURSE IMMEDIATELY ITS
EFFECT. NACH/KETAS DIED AND WENT 
TO THE ABODE OF YAMAj THE LORD 
OF DEATH.

GAUTAMA WA S ENRAGED. HE CURSED H IS

f  WHAT HAS YAM A , j
( THE LORD OF DEATH,TO Z  
DO WITH M E? I  AM BEING 

SENT TO HIM 1 I  DO <  
V NOT UNDERSTAND! J'  NONSENSE! « 

YOU SILLY BO Y! 
* TO DEATH DO

i  g iv e  y o u ? y



n u a i s i i  v ^ m u a  iv a u ic t

f  I  AM NOT AFRAID v ( g  
J  OF DEATH. LIKE A CORN j j  
A MORTAL 15 BORN AND 
LIKEACORN HE D IE S .I WILLJ 
: BE ONLY TOO HAPPY TO BE < 
YAMA'S DISCIPLE AND DO 
SERVICE TO THE WORLD.;—Y

YOUNG LAD , > 
LORD YAM A  IS NOT 

HERE. HE HAS 
GONE OUT.

< 0  R E V E R E D ^ ^  
SIR, I  HAVE COMI 
^-r TO SEE LORD r 

YAM A.

UPON HEARING THENEWS3 NACHIKETA S 
W AITED FO R YAM A  TO RETURN.

WHEN YAM A RETURNED AFTER A PERIOD O F THREE 
D A Y S -

0  LORD I A  BRAHMIN 6UEST 
ENTERS LIKE A FIRE. NACHI- 
KETAS HAS BEEN FASTING 
FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS 

DURING YOUR 
ABSEN CE...

A 5 NACHIHETAS APPROACHED THE A B O D E  O F YAM  A  -



0600

^  0  REVERED ^ -----<(
NACHIKETAS! PLEASE EXCUSE 
ME FOR M y ABSENCE. I  GIVE 
> YOU THREE BOONS AS MY 
[ EXPIATION. MAY GOOD ^  

BEFALL US BOTH » )

YAMA IMMEDIA TEL Y BROUGHT THE SACRED WATERS 
FROM  IN S ID E  H tS P A LA C E ...

ET

ON THE SECOND DAY I  ATE ' 
ALL YOUR CATTLE AND 
WEALTH. AND ON THE 
THIRD DAY ALL THE GOOD i 
WORKS THAT YOU HAVE J )  

DONE! K O

.. .  AND WASHED THE FEET OFGUEST AN D
MADE H IM  SEATED.



f  Y E 5 ,1  
(GRANT y o u  THIS'. 
WHEN y o u  RETURN

O YAM A 1. PLEASE EXPLAIN TO 
ME ALL ABOUT THE FIRE SACRIFICE 
WHICH LEADS TO HEAVEN AND 
OUT OF WHICH THE WHOLE

W ORLD H A5 B E E N  /
\  CREATED. /

NOW ASK FOR THE 
SECOND BOON.

YAMA IN ITIA TE D  A/ACH/KETAS INTO THE M YSTERY OF THE UNIVERSAL FIR E.

O NACHIKETAS! THIS SACRIFICE 
W HICH YOU HAVE LEARNT 
FROM ME IS HIDDEN IN THE 

CAVE O F  THE 
HEART.

HENCEFORTH, THIS SACRIFICE W ILL BE KNOWN IN 
YOUR N A M E .! AM VERY PLEASED WITH YOU AND 

R5UN EXTRA BOON T PRESENT YOU WITH THIS MANY- 
COLOURED CHAIN WHICH WILL ENABLE YOU TO 

KNOW ALL ABOUT THE PAST AND THE^ 
^HIDDEN POWERS OF NATURE.,

*  THE ENTIRE CREATION.** P R O C E S s'oF  INITIATION BY A  SPIRITUAL PRECEPTOR

O YAM Al 
AS THE FIRST OF 

THE THREE B O O N S  
I  CHOOSE THAT M Y 
FATHER GAUTAMA BE 
PACIFIED. HE SHOULD 
BE FREE FROM ANGER 
AND HATRED TOWARDS 

ME WHEN I  AM 
.SENT BACK TO HIM.

TO THE WORLD, YOUR 
FATHER* *W ILL RECOGNIZE
YOU AND RECEIVE 
\  YOU WITH 
f  AFFECTION. V



itfgpppi/  O NACHIKETAS! N
ONE MORE BOON IS  LEFT.

VOU‘ CAN CHOOSE THAT 
V  T H IR D  BOON ALSO. .

O LORD 1 THERE IS 
A D O UBT A M O N G  M EN. 
W HEN A  PERSON D IE S , 
SO M E SAY THAT HE 
EXISTS W HILE OTHERS 
A R E  OF A  DIFFERENT 
O PIN IO N . I  W OULD 
LIKE TO K N O W  W HAT 
HAPPENS TO A  PERSON 
WHEN HE GOES TO THE 

GREAT B E Y O N D *

MY DEAR CHILD'. D O N 'T  A S K  T H IS  Q U E S T IO N  
A N D  PUT ME IN A N  E M B A R R A S S IN G  SITUATION! 
A S K  FOR SOMETHING ELSE L I  A M  PREPARED 

O GIVE YO U !

-^ O  LORD! W H A T "1 
IS THE D IFFICULTY 
v  A B O U T  IT ?  y

YAMA D/D NOT EASILY AN S W ER  THE 
QUESTION OFNACHIKETA S . HE 
TES TED H IM  FURTHER.

CHILD! NOT EVEN A L L T H E  )
GODS PUT TOGETHER CAN  A.
ANSW ER TH IS QUESTION THAT)
. YOU HAVE POSED B E F O R E /,__________ _____

M E . r ~ ^ ^ 0  LORD '. THERE ^  
l s  NO OTHER B O O N  LIKE  

( I  (  TH I5, AN D  1  C A N 'T
FIND ANOTHER TEACHER LIKE V T HEE TO HAVE M Y D O U B T / 

V .  CLEARED ON THIS 
f m K  PO INT.

I  AM READY TO BESTOW UPON YOU 
THE RULERSHIPOF THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE. ASK FOR WEALTH, LONG 
LIFE, SONS, G RAND 50NS. PLEAS
URES WHICH THE HUMAN BEINGS 
CANNOT EVEN DREAM OF A~— ^  
ARE HERE AT YOUR 
D ISPO SAL BY M Y  /  M m y Z tS  
G R A C E . y A i  \

FINAL LIBERATIO N FROM B O D Y . MIND A N D  S F N « iP ^



/  O  LORD! y o u  W ANT TO Y 
( MAKE M E THE RULER OF THE 

/  UNIVERSE, BUT WHAT W ILL HAPPEN 
TO ME WHEN THE UNIVERSE CEASES 

TO E X IS T? THESE THINGS THAT 
YOU ARE OFFERING TO M E HAVE fM  
A  BEGINNING AND AN END. TH Ey $ $  

V ONLy W EAR AWAY THE ENERGY 
\ O F  THE SENSES A N D

M AKE ONE FEEL J  4k~~
x  w e a k .

LOOK AT 
THESE HERDS 
OF CATTLE,HORSES W _  
AND ELEPHANTS! L  
AND THESE CELESTIAL ) 
MAIDENS WITH THEIR 
CHARIOTS AND MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS]

AND THESE
CELESTIAL M A ID E N S , FOR 

THINE B E  THE S O N G  AND 
THE D AN C E.

LORD! KEEP FOR 
iHYSELF ALL THE WEALTH OF 

CATTLE, HORSES A N D  
E L E P H A N T S .. .

5 3 M 1 \
\ m1M fa  % /\ \ \

\s
■ 11

/  O NACHIKETAS \  
'MAY I  HAVE MORE 

DISCIPLES LIKE YOU! 
v COM ET WILL 
jSv TEACH YO U. / "

NACHIKETAS R E JE C TE D  THE G RAND P R E S E N TS  OFFERED TO H IM  B Y  YAM A . H IS  
M IN D  A N D  SOUL H A D  A T TA IN E D  P U R IT Y  B Y  H /S  THREE DAYS F A S T *

' o  LORD! YOU SAY THAT NOT EVEN ALL 
THE GODS CAN A N S W E R  MY QUESTION,
W HICH M EANS TO  SAY THAT YOU KN O W  
THE A N S W E R .I THEREFORE STAND FIRM 
IN MY RESOLVE A N D  W ILL NOT BUDGE 

FROM T H IS  PLACE UNLESS THIS 
^QUESTION THAT I  HAVE ASKED THE THIRD 

T IM E IS ANSWERED.___________ ^
AN D  YAMA,  RECOGNIZING IN  NACHIKETAS A  F IT  , IM PAR TED  TO HIM  THE HIGHEST
KNOW LEDGE W H IC H  IS  FREE FR O M  SORROW OF AN

{
\ .

THE THREE DAYS FAST IS THE DISCIPLINE U N D ER TAK E N  BY A  SEEKER OF



T h e  p j u d e  o  G o d t

A PLEASURE-GARDEN IN  A M R  A VATI, THE CITY OF THE GODS, WAS FULL OF GREENERY 
AND SW EET -  5M ELUNG  FLOW ERS. IT  W AS A N  IDEAL PANORAMA OF BEAUTY.

AS A G N /j VAYU AN D  /NDRA ENTERED THE GARDEN ( W HO IN THE THREE ] 
W ORLDS CAN DEFY U S ? /  
^M A TC H LE S S  IS OUR 
^ S T R E N G T H ! COME NOW;
I6 J let u s  E N J o y j ^ a ^

J  GLORY,GLORY UNTO OUR PROWESS!
W E HAVE WONA GREAT VICTORY OVER f  
-r THE ASURAS! IMMEASURABLE 
V  INDEED IS OUR STRENGTH! / i

AN D  THE GODS STARTED THEIR 
M ER R Y -M AK IN G .



AG A tlj THE FIRE GODj, APPROACHED  
THE YAKSHA—

WHO ARE
y o u  ? f .

SUDDENL Y,THERE WAS A THUNDERING A
HUGE YAKSHA*APPEARED BEFORE THEM. THEY
GOT TERRIFIED.

\ l I  AM AbNI,THE 
'f  -ORD OF FIRE. I  CAN 
( BURN UP EVERYTHING 
A WITHIN A TWINKLING 
OF AN EYE.

THE YAKSHA PLACED A  DRY BLA D E OF GRASS 
B E FO R E  A G N ! —

IF YOU ARE 50  7 
CONFIDENT, ^  
BURN THIS TINY 
BLADE OF y

y  YOU REALLY 
AMUSE M E ! BURN 

THIS TINY BLADE 
OF GRASS! WELL, 

LET ME SHOW 
YOU WHAT I  CAN

ARE ONE OF 
THE GODS AND YOU 
CAN REDUCE . 
EVERYTHING TO Y

•THERE IS 
NOT THE 
LEAST DOUBT 

ABOUT 
IT l i

SOME M VSTFRin i!«. r;ir;AMT»r \K\c.rcn IITADI C r-i



A6N I PENETRATED INTO THE BLADE OF GRASS BUT 
TRY AS MUCH AS HE COULD HE FAILED IN  HIS 
ATTEMPT TO BURN OR EVEN SHAKE IT

WHAT IS THIS ? I  AM NOT 
ABLE TO BURN A TINY BLADE 

OF GRASS. MYSTERIOUS IS THIS 
SPIRIT! I  MUST RUN AWAY TO j 
^ —  INDRA!

AGNI R AN  AW AY IN  FRIGHT. . . . . .  AND TOLD EVERYTHING TO IN D R A.

O LORD!
I  DO NOT KNOW 

W H O  THIS 
.  YAKSHA IS . j



.ttuarsii v_amru rvama

is  t h a t  SO?
THEN BLOW  THIS 

LITTLE BLADE OF /  
v. GRASS.

f  AS THE DEITY OF THE \  
i AIR51 CAN BLOW AWAY I 

ANYTHING. I  CAN EVEN 
UPROOT VERY B IG  J  

\M O U NTAIN S___ i£ l /

THE VAHSHA PLACED A BLADE OF 
GRASS BEFO RE V A V U -O I  SEE !

YOU ARE ONE) 
OF THE GODS. ^  

WHAT IS YOUR 
POWER? ^



I
VAVU TOOK UP THE CHALLENGE AN D  THE M IGHTY CYCLONIC W IND BLEW  AN D  BLEW . BUT
THE D R Y  BLADE OF GRASS REM AINED WHERE

VAYU RETURNED DEFEATED

^  MV LORD l - s  
I  TOO HAVE NOT BEEN 
STABLE TO FIND WHO K 
A  THIS YAKSHA 15. J

ALL RIGHT, N 
THEN, 1 5HALL 
GO MYSELF. ,

THIS SEEMSTOBEA MIGHTY 
SPIRIT! IT HAS MYSTERIOUS 
POWERS ! I  AM GREATLY 
AFRAID ! I  MUST RUN BACK 
TO I N D R A ✓ .

WHEN/NORA * APPROATHE 
YAKSHA SUDDENLY DISAPPEARED...

...A N D  /N  ITS PLACE STOOD A  
&EAUT/FUL W OM AN OF GOLDEN COLOUR.

PRINCIPLE IN HUMAN BEINGS.



0  MOTHER! WHAT WAS1UI5 GREAT 
BEING? AGNI*AND VAYU* FAILED TO 
DISCOVER HIS IDENTITY. /

BUT THE SPIRIT VANISHED WHEN 
I  CAME HERE. THIS I  FAIL TO 
UNDERSTAND.

O IN D R AI )
YOU CANNOT 

EASILY KNOW  W HATH 
IT WAS THAT CAME W i 

. A N D  MYSTIFIED YOU,
\2 a it w a s  b r a h m a n :

O MOTHER OF THE J___
jgj^UNIVERSE! please enlighten
H 'M E  ABOUT THIS MYSTERY. Y O U /  
/A R E  ALL-KNOWING AND CAN j  A  
>DESTROY THE IG N O R AN C E ^/
OF ANY ONE WHO
^APPROACHES Y 0 U ^ J | ^ \  M j g

H j ^ w u H  "fifS
^ ^ B ^ H U M i L r m / M  H



p P ^ I N D R A l  YOU HAVE 
^ "B E E N  GLORYING OVER THE ^  
' 6REATNE5S OF BRAHMAN. HE 
APPEARED BEFORE YOU TO HUMBLE 
, YOUR PRIDE.

/N O R A’S  PR ID E  INAS COMPLETELY 
HUMBLED.

O ADORABLE MOTHER! 
THOU ART THE DISP 
OF THE DARK 
IGNORANCE

HE PROSTRATED HIMSELF BEFORE THE GODDESS 
OF KNO W LEDG E...



.. AND AFTER HAVING INITIATED
BV HER, /NDRARETURNEDTOAGNI
AND VAVU —

WITH THE FIRE OF KNOWLEDGE OBTAINED BY 
/NDRA HE BECAME PRE-EMINENT AMONG 
THE GODS. HE INSTRUCTED THE OTHER GODS 
AND THEY TOO WERE ILLUMINED AND ARE 
SHINING IN  THE HEAVEN SINCE THE TIME 
OF CREATION.



INDR A , THE KING OF THE 
GODS; SAT O N  H IS  
SPLENDID THRONE. HE 
WAS IN  A  DEJECTED  
M O OD.

I  HAVE HEARD THAT SAGE 
^DADHVAN IS THE ONLY 
ONE W HO CAN SATISFY 

v M Y THIRST FOR ^  
\  KNOW LEDGE. )

'T H E  ASURAS HAVE BEEN DEFEATED! 
BUT THEY ARE BOUND TO COME 

BACK TO WRECK THEIR VENGE 
( ANCE UPON US. ^

AS/NORA APPROACHED THE HERMITAGE OF 
SAGE D A D H Y A N -

'  WELCOME, O INDRA ! 
MAY I  KNOW THE 
► PURPOSE OF YOUR 
^ N ^ V I S J T ? '  IF THAT IS SO,WHAT

SERVICE CAN I  DO TO YOU?

O REVERED 
MAHARI5HI '.THE 
PLEASURES OF 
HEAVEN ARE 
PALLING UPON ME.



/NORA FELL PROSTRATE AT THE FEET  
O F THE S A G E ...

. .  AND REQUESTED FOR IN ITIATIO N  
INTO A SECRET DOCTOR

O VENERABLE O f  
M AHARISHI! PLEASE 
CONDESCEND TO SHOWER 
THY GRACE UPON ME )  
BY TEACHING ME THE 
SECRET OF THE MADHU-J 

V-.vv V ID YA* j -------

SAGE DADHYAN WAS PLEASED. HE THUGHT

0  INDRA l EVEN THE MEMORY.
OF THIS KNOWLEDGE WILL 
ENABLE YOU TO BE FREE 
FROM FEAR OF ANY 

KIND.

THIS IS REALLY A 
GREAT SECRET! IT 
SHOULD NOT BE IM 

PARTED TO ANY ONE 
ELSE! I  SHALL SEE TO 

IT !

JNDRAj HOWEVER,WAS A VERY STRANGE D ISC IP LE-

l\ \ l \ I / °  MAHARISHI! I  AM T

I / A n  \ w J  ^ P lS fG R A T E F U L  FOR YOUR KIND IN -  <
1 A  l \ i  ■ J m r Y fs iR u c m u .bu t  th e r e  is s o m e t h in g

U  | I  1  I f  I f  /  A vhich  t  w is h  t o  t e l l  y o u . .



SAGE DADHYANj ON HEARING THIS THREAT FROM INDRA, KEPT QUIET.

'  HE LOOKS 
CONFIDENT AND WELL 
, CONTENTED 1

THE RESPLENDENCE \  
ON HIS FACE MAKES IT SO 

EVIDENT!

INDRA THEN WENT RACK TO HIS KINGDOM . 
THE TWO A S H V /N S * SAW  H IM  ENTERING 
HIS PALACE.



THE TWO ASHV/NS ALSO WANTED TO HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE WH/CHINDRA HAD

ACQUIRED. THEY HUMBLY APPROACHED SAGE DADH/AN AND REQUESTED H IM  FOR  
INSTRUCTION. I-----------C

H O W ?

O A5HWINS!
THERE IS A DANGER , 
BEHIND MY TELLING 

YOU WHAT I  KNOW. 
I  WILL LOSE, J  

1  MY HEAD. L

THAT FOOLISH PERSON INDRA! HE \  
CAME HERE AND I  TAUGHT HIM THE 
MADHU -VIDYA. HE SAID THAT IF I  I 
TEACH IT TO ANyONE ELSE,HEWILLC 
SEVERE MY HEAD. SO, IF I  T E L L / ^  
YOU ANyTHING ABOUT IT,

K  M y HEAD WILL GO. / T V c

I V  o  y o u  d o n ' t  b o th e r

ABOUT LOSING YOUR HEAD! 
WE SHALL TAKE CARE OF 
THIS MATTER.

THE ASHV/NS CONFERRED AMONG THEMSELVES'  HOW ARE N 
y o u  GOING TO 
. SAVE M E ?  .

MAHARISHI! 
WHEN yOU START 
TEACHING US, 

WE WILL CUT 
OFF yOUR HEAD



WHEN THE ASHV/NS HAD DISCLOSED THE ENTIRE PLAN TO THE SAGE

f  A WONDERFUL IDEA, 
INDEED'. YOU GO AHEAD 
WITH IT AND I  SHALL 
TEACH YOU FOR THE 

SAKE OF A
\  POSTERITY,

THE ASHV/NS THEN BROUGHT A HORSE’S HEAD
MASTER! ONE OF US IS 

601NG TO CUT YOUR HEAD AND 
PLACE THIS HORSE'S HEAD 

ON THE TRUNK OF yOUR 
/v BODY.

THEN WE WILL GIVE LIFE TO 
THE BODy AND YOU 

' FJLEASE START ^
SPEAKING. a A



O ASHVINS, 1 AM READY 
FOR YOUR IDEA TO 

SUCCEED.

l l l i l l

WITH THE HEAD OF THE HORSE ON THE TRUNK OF HIS BODY THE STARTED
SPEAKING  THEM ADHU-V/DYAO ASHVINS! EVERYTHING IS

ORGANICALLY CONNECTED WITH EVERYTHING ELSE.BUT 
PEOPLE DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS MYSTERY. THEY FIGHT 
AMONG THEMSELVES FOR S E L F I S H I ^ I eNDS, NOT > 

KNOWING THAT THEY ARE DEPENDENT ON E A C H ^ I ^ f
OTHER. A N D ... J  ITT f t .....~ /

... ALL THE ELEMENTS IN 
CREATION ARE ANIMATED BY A 

CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH IS 
v  C O M M O N TO A LL. /

/ •



IMMEDIATELY /NORA CAME TO KNOW  THAT THE SAGE HAD BETRAYED H IM .

'  SO THE MAHARISHI 
'  HAS TAUGHT THE SECRET 
TO SOMEONE ELSE 1 I  SHALL 

GO IMMEDIATELY AND 
DEAL WITH H IM .

LIK E  A FURIOUS HURRICANE D ID  H E  COME TO CARRY O U T HIS THREAT; NOTKNOW N6 
THAT WHAT H E  HAD CUT OFF W AS THE H 0 R 5 E ’S  HEAD ONLY. THE ASHVINS THEN 
REPLACED THE. ORIGINAL HEAD O N  THE SAGE’S  BO D Y A N D  M AD E H IM  WHOLE.



DADHYAN ATHARVANA M AHARISHI TAUGHT THE WHOLE D0C7ORINE TO THE ASHV/NS. 
A N D  IN  CONCLUSION H E  S A ID  -

MY DEAR CHILDREN > YOU 
HAVE PERFORMED A TERRIFIC 
FEAT IN W ANTING TO KNOW 
THIS W ISDOM FROM ME BY 
CUTTING OFF M Y HEAD . YOU 
ARE VERY VIRILE!

j j f  l ik e  c l o u d s ' ^
^ R A I N  WATER, T J j E g  

SHALL RAIN
PROSPERITY UPON . 1 ®  
YOU B Y  THIS KNOWLEDGI 
THAT YOU HAVE GAINED 

V FROM ME. ^

THROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE HORSE THE GREAT R ISH I SPOKE.



Kerala's Kaikottikali is a dance performed during the festival of 
Onam, in which the dancers move in a circle of flowers, with 
rhythmic hand movements symbolising the emergence of shoots 
and leaves. Handclaps accompany the graceful foot movements 
to the beat of popular melodies.
The Koli dance of Maharashtra is the folk dance of coastal fisher- 
Tolk and tells the story of their trials and tribulations, the swaying 
back and forth of the waves, and the brooding wait for the catch 
to be brought home. In two parallel rows they dance their laborious 
lives in mime; the arduous rowing against the tide, the waves 
breaking on the shore, the culminating joyousness of a good catch, 
as the beat quickens and the dancers break apart to fall, exhausted 
but happy, to the ground.
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Sita shows you 
something of everything 

in India...
We at SITA have been doing just that for 
over tw o  decades. And being the leading 
travel agency in India, our services are 
comparable to the best available 
anywhere in the world.
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you touch-down at any one of our 
international airports. By booking your 
hotel accommodation, confirm ing your 
air seats for travel w ith in India. 
Conducting guided and pre-planned 
sightseeing trips, group and Individual 
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tours, conference facilities...everything to 
make your v is it tru ly  memorable.
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