


All the language of the Puranas is symbolic. Representation, image
or art is the way in which the Puranas express truths to mankind.

THE CITY OF NINE GATES represents the human body,
with its nine apertures such as the eyes, ears, etc. by which the
individual is able to absorb vibrations of the world into its own
personality.

Devotion, or love of God is a renowned way of the saints and sages
who could speak to God in the same way as to human beings- The
lives of saints and sages are a more elaborate commentary on the
nature of the working of God than all the scriptures and the'
revelations that we have heard of. This is because the saints and
sages bring God to the world in a living flame of experience rather
than through the vehicle of language and words, text-books or even
scriptures.

The Puranas speak in a symbolic language of such saints as Narada
reaching out to all the worlds including Vaikuntha, Satyaloka and
Kailasa. The analogy of saints like Narada, penetrating through
all the realms of the cosmos and contacting God on one side and
men and even demons on the other, is a representation of the
significance of Divine devotion and the extent to which it can
practically transform life. Narada, the celestial saint, is thus held
in high esteem in this romantic tale of the Bhagavata Purana.
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THECITY OF NINE GATES



A FIRM BELIEVER IN THESE YAIJNAS AS THE WAY TO SALVATION, THE K/N6 HURRIED]
TOTHE ENCLOSURE AND SAT BEFORE THE il
SACRIFICIAL FIRE. P &

THOUGH ADDICTED TO THE PERFORMANCE

OF YAJNAS THE K/A/Q DID NOT NEGLECT_ THEN HAVE THE WELLS

HIS SECULAR DUTIES. -—-- TW ———-- i DUG AND THE TEM PLES
ARE MY SUBJECTS T CONSTRUCTED! MY
CONTENTED? WELL- .SUBJECTS SHOULD
FED, WELL-CLOTHED kKKNOW NO WANT A

AND WELL- HOUSED?

THEY ARE, MY LORD:
BUT THE KINGDOM
COULD DO WITH A
FEW MORE WELLS
~ ANDTEMPLES.™

AS you
COMMAND,
MY LORD.



WITHOUT DISTURBING THE ROUTINE WOIRK OF

MAINTAINING A CLEAN CITY... - -

WELLS WERE DUG

IQQUA

/MOTHER BARTH IS 800- °

" NTIFUL IN HER BLESSINGS

TO THOSE WHO ARE HAPPy
AND EVER DEVOTED J

TO TRUTH. MAY My SOB-J

\JECTS NEVER FAIL

X jO PLEASE HER .™

AND TEMPLES BUILT



AND WHILE HE LOOKED AFTER THE MATERIAL NEEDS
OFHIS SUBJECTS, PRACHINABHRHIS WAS EQUALLY

CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR MORAL WELFARE.

WE HAVE REAPED AN
EXTRAORDINARILY RICH
~HARVEST THIS SEASON! V

,»> e S

<GLORy BE TO OUR KING ! WE \
OWE OUR PROSPERITYTO HINuf~ 'R rv
IT 15 HIS SACRIFICES THAT

\ havE PLEASED MOTHER /

HAR TH ~ ~ ~n nne

AND EVIDENTLY THEY PLEASED HER, FOR NEVER HAD SHE

SHOCUN UP SUCH BOUNTIES BEFORE.

WELCOME, O SAGE.

I AM CERTAIN THAT |
OWE THJS VISIT OF
YOURS TO MY
I'N GOOD DEEDS-/

/ TAKE NO PRIDE \
IN YOUR DEEDS. >
THE PATH TO

SALVATION LIES NOT

THROUGH RITUAL-

ISTIC ACTS.

Afirt]

ENCOURAGED BY THE REMARKS OF HIS SUBIJECTS,
THE KING CONTINUED WITH THE ANIMAL SACRI-

FICES .

IT WAS THEN THAT SAGENARADA CAME

TO SEE HIM.



0 SAGE, MY
ENDEAVOUR HAS ALWAYS
BEEN TO DO WHAT IS
RIGHT AS | PERCEIVE Is* LOOK AT THOSE Kk,
JT. GUIDE ME IF | HAV& / INNOCENT ANIMALS;
\ GONE ASTRAY. /'} FATED TO BE SLAUGH-'

NTER-ED IN THOUSANDS

PilJ/ ~~7 ( AT your BEHEST.- DO ]
&r(j/: jL fis  VAOU KNOW WHAT /
THEY ARE THINKINGY

'—V OF NOW? yrffc&fc

KING WAS TAKEN ABACK.

"AND THEN SHALL YOU PAY
FOR YOUR CRUELTY! WE
SHALL GORE YOU WITH
our horns till You
SCREAM WITH AGONY.' T »~

pfALAS! | HAVE

BEEN SUNK IN

THE MIRE OF

IGNORANCE!



O COMPASSIONATE SAGE,
PLEASE ENLIGHTEN ME. HELP
ME TO REDEEM MYSELF! HELP

ME TO ATTAIN EVERLA-
STING PEACE!

SO BE IT. LISTEN TO THIS ANCIENT
TALE. IT IS ABOUT A KING CALLED
PURANJANA WHO HAD A FRIEND
WHOSE NAME AND VOCATION
WERE UNKNOWN TO ANYONE..

BEFORE PURANJANA hXd BE- USO HE SET OUTIN SEARCH OF A
COME A K/NG,HE AND HIS CITY WHERE HE COULD SATISFY
FRIEND HAD BEEN TOGETHER n HIS YEARNINGS

THROUGHOUT THE GREAT DELUGE.



“ BUT WHEREVER HE WENT, HE MET WITH
DISAPPOINTMENT.»

r~

f SURELY, THERE A~
,MUST BE SOME PLACE
WHERE | CAN LIVE

HAPPILY!



* AT LAST, IN THE COURSE OFHIS JOURNEY, HE REACHED THE SOUTHERN
RANGE OF THE HIMAIHYRS. THERE HE CAME UPON A GARDEN

BEYONO WHICH LAY THE CITY OF NINE GATES". J

THIS CITY OF J

NINE GATES **
MUST CERTAINLY
FULFIL ALL My id
v DESIRES. / Ji



“ SUDDENLY A BEAUTIFUL = #URANJANA BEGAN FOLLOWING HER"
WOMAN APPEARED BEFORE HIM."

i SHE MUST BE >
GODDESS LAKSHNU
7 HERSELF'. THE\
( GODDESS OF 1J
PROSPERITY!)

IS SHE A
PHANTOM PNOp
NO! SHE OANNOT,
BE! | HAVE
FOUND HERIi/IL
SHE WILLNOT/™
ELUDE M E!fi(

“THEN TO HIS WONDER THE BEWITCHING
BEAUTY STOPPED AND GAVE HIM AN
INV/TING LOOK” F



| HAVE PLEASED
HER! SHE LOOKS
ON ME WITH FA
VOUR1SHOULD

SPEAK? IF I

DO ,WILL

SHE VANISH?

PLEASE TELL ME ALL
| AM ENCHANTED BY
YOUR GRACEFUL FORM
AND WISH TO MAKE
you MINE . WILL you
CONDESCEND TO
MARRY ME?



<tPURAMIRf)/ly THE WOMEN LOOKED UP AT

I KNOW VERY LITTLE )
HIM W/TH HER LARGE eVESAND SPOKEm»

ABOUT MY ANCESTRY \

" | DO NOT HAVE \ AND MUCH LESS ABOUT 1
MUCH TO TELL YOU \ 1THIS CITY EXCEPT THAT
ABOUT MYSELE.T I ITIS;TO MY MIND.,A vy
SHALL HOWEVER vV  HAVEN OF PARADISE/

TRY TO ANSWER /
v Youp. questions./N

J AS FOR BECOMING \
YOUR BRIDE, WHICH A.
WOMAN WOULD REFUSE]
THE HAND OFA HERO

LIKE YOU, o] RENOWNED
KING!

~THESE TEN WITH ME ARE MY
COMPANIONS . AND THE

SERPENTj THE guardian -
hOF THE CITY,IS MY <
\ CONSTANT PROTECTOR.

O LORD,1 AM WILLING TO WED

YOU. BE My HUSBAND AND
REVEL IN THE PLEASURES

VTHAT 1 CAN SECURE FORyoW
\WITH THE HELP OF MY

) TEN FRIENDS.



f BOUNDED by sensory per -

CEPTIONS GUIDED BY MERE N
INTELLECT, PURANJANA IMAGINED
\jJHAI HE WAS ON THE THRESHOLD

\ OF THE UNFADING BLISS THAT>"
\ he WAS SEEKING"™— W j

« TRUE TOHER WORDS, PURANTAN/ DE
LIGHTED PURANTANA W/TH UNTOLD
PLEASURES WHILE SHE MADE HIM A

WILLING PRISONER IN THE CITY OF
NINE GATES I3

*|L @ail
JLH I

[ HOW DELICATE \ Sf
Vis her touchi j

rQo"

T COULD FEAST
My EYES ON
VOUR FACE AND,
FOfCM TILL  Ji
\ ETERNITY.y i

V»UT WHAT\
fWILL BECOME
OF THE OTHER
PLEASURES
~ HAVE TO /
Vo ffer you?/|



« PURANJANA
IT STIRRED HIM -45

JANIPP

~d IT IS DIFFICULT TO DEC”
IDE WHICH IS MORE S

I\ ( INTOXICATING6----THE Y
LILT OF HER VOICE U

|' ( OR THE MUSIC |

JT~ \ ENJOY WITH HER

" But GREATEST OFALL WERE THE
PLEASURES THAT EVENTUALLY
CULMINATED...

HADHEARD MUSIC T3EFORE,
ITNOWD/D/NTHE COMPANY

NEVER HAD
PURAN -

IN THE JOYS OF PARENTHOOD.
PURANJANA WAS NOW A TOTAL CAP-
TIVE OF THE CITY OF NINE GATES



I W/TH EACHDESIRE THAT tVAS FULFILLED, THERE
AROSE ANOTHER,KEENER T
AND SHARPER ” tt-XIF-Wr W 8JttK\



IF. SHE SMILED, HE REJOICED. TF SHE CHOSE TOFROLIC, HE FOLLOWED
HER LIKE A SIMPLETON. *>

HIS BONDRGE WAS COMPLETE

THEN GRADUALLY THE PERMITTED PLEASURES OFTHE CITY OF
NINE GATES QEGAN PALLINGUPON HIM. PURANJANA BECAME
RESTLESS. HENEEDED STIMULATION OFA DIFFERENT KIND. HE

RODE OUT.” \
__________ 7z — Af DRIVE ON! \ W ft
~ <£>j -A f DRIVE ON!ON TO\

v Np gVa THEAPAN"Y / =

*r FOREST OF FIVE HILLS



KILLINO ANIMALS FOR FOOD IN
SELF- DEFENCE OR TO PROTECT
OTHERS IS PART OF A K/NG'S

DUTYI >
[ WHAT A DELIGHT IT

\ IS TO KNOW THAT
f 1AM MORE POWER-
\FUL THAN THIS
f TIGER! SPRING TO
CA VOUR DEATH,My
& L friend-

1BUT THE AIMLESS SLAUGHTER OF
/INNOCENTANIMALS IN SPORT
IS A V/CE.»
( HOW PERFECT
i IS My AIM! IAM(
~NINDEED A GOOD
fUu MARKSMAN! if

AND POPANJANA INDULGED HIM-
SELF T/LL SHEER FATIGUE OVERCAME

HIM



HUNGRY, THIRSTY AND TIRED, PURANTTANA RODE BACK

[ AND NOW FOR )
THE GREATEST
PLEASURE OF ALL
- THE COMPANY "
s OF PURANJANLJ



’ ' )

WHEN PURANCTANA ENTERED HER APARTMENTS.

WHY DO YOU LOOK
WELL MY SO GLUM? WHAT'S .
?EC;JTTffL Il's THE MATTER?
WELL WITH WHY DON'T
AND YOUR YOU ANSWER

WHERE IS PURANJANL
MY BELOVED? WHY '
IS SHE NOT HERE
TO RECEIVE ME?

WHERE IS THE Q.UEEN WHO GAVE
LIGHT TO MY UNDERSTANDING
AND RAISED ME FROM THE
SLOUGH OF DESPONO-TMWIj don't panic, o lord,
ENcy? WE SHALL TAKE YOU
v TO HER. w



SAD AND LISTLESS, THE

QUEEN HAS BEEN LY -

ING ON THE FLOOR |
LIKE A COMMON- 4

n. er . y 7T
w N jzifiji
WON T YOU TELL ME
LNnTLE KNOWING THAT ...A DISTRAUGHT WHY you ARE TORMENT-
SHE WAS ONL JANA PELL OH HIS KNEES ING YOURSELF SO? HAS
ANGER... BESIDE HER.” ANY CALAMITY 8E-vg
FALLEN YOU?
ARISE, MY
BEAUTIFUL.
ONE. WHAT

AILS YOU ?



HAS ANYONE OFFENDED

'‘OU? | SHALL... OHi

UNDERSTAND. FORGIVE
ME i

THAT EPISODE OA/iy SERVED
INTO THE SNARE OP

you AND | SHALL \
BEGET MORE SONS
AND DAUGHTERS.
THIS CITY SHALL REAP
.THE BOUNTY OF OUR.
UNION. n

I WENT OUT HUNTING
WITHOUT FIRST SEEKING
YOUR PERMISSION. IF IT
causes Yyou SO MUCH
.SORROW, T SHALL *
1~ NEVER DO IT AGAIN,

TP URANTAT/A TIGHTER.
HENCEFORTH., | SHALL L
NEVER LEAVE YOU EVEN
FOR A MOMENT...

: AND EACH >
OFFSPRING OF OURS
WILL BE ACQUAINTED
V with THE skills OF
(L My TEN FRIENDS. .



I"PURAN DANA AND PURANJAN/ GENERATED ELEI/EN H(UNDPED SONS 3L

ni n rt r> r>r>

nnnnnnrlf™*”™ nno

. ... AND ELEVEN HUNDRED AND TEN DAUGHTERS **

* SENSORY ACTIVITIES * * INTELLECTUAL ACTIVITIES



* instincts consequent to actions done earlier.
+ * INEXORABLE TIME MEASURED IN YEARS.



*

BUT the SERPENT-GUARD WAS HELPLESS AGAINST THE MIGHT
OF THERELENTLESS'HORDES OFPAIR MEM *AND DARK WOMEN.**
WHILE THEMEN ATTACKED, THE WOMEN RESTED .”

« AND WHEN THEMEN RESTED, THE WOMEN TOOK OVER,
DRAINING THE /NNATE RESOURSES OF THE SERPENT-GUARD

FOR A HUNDRED YEARS THE EATTLE
RAGED. AT LAST THE SERPENT-GUARD
WAS OVERCOME.”
NOW DESTROY
THE CITY | RAZE
EVERY EDIFICE
TO THE GROUND!

DAYS ** NIGHTS



RAVAGED OVTHEMERCILEggd then t hehor made for

GANOHARI JAHORDES, THE  PURANTANA HIMSELF”
TAT/N6 C/ry OF GATES
TURNED INTOA GHOST

-1 WHAT SHALL
ALAS 1 My \ | DO ? | CANNOT
BEAUTIFUL - FIGHT THEM. |
CE’!-IE-\I;NHARSINEDI HAD BETTER |

RUN AVVAy.™y

“ THEY CAUGHT UP W/THHIM

AND THREW A AROUND
H/S NECK. AS HE STRAINED
GOAFTER HIN\\\ AGAINST IT...

TRACK HIM DOWN!
I1THERE IS NO 1

| TIME LEFT.

S%3(E(\



“ PURANJANA, WHOSE LAST THOUGHT WAS A WOMAN, WAS ENCASED /NHER FORM /NHIS
NEXT G/ATH NS THE OHUGHTEP OF RAJAS/MHA,



« INTHAT BIRTH AND

HE WAS A

PAAADON OF VIRTUE. ONE DAV RIND

RAJAS/FIHA SENTFOR H/S

A 1| WONDERX

WHY MY
FATHER WISHES
s TO SEE ME. y~

WHY SHOULD!?"
the father ofa)
> NUBILE GIRL -<
SUMMON HER TO )
HIM? to speak of<s

r  MALAYADHVAJAN
THE PANOVA KING <S*
RENOWNED FOR HIS
VIRTUE AND VALOUR
HAVE OFFERED
VOUR. HAND TO

[marriage of course , M. /A

AND SO SHE WAS F7HAR/ED
TO W/ALR YRDH**

r MAY you BE
ETERNALLY UNITED BY
THE BONDS OF MUTUAL
U-OVE, RESPECT ANOXj

DEVOTION.J g lilll

“ FOR MRNY YEARS P7ALAYAD,
QUEEN ENJOYED A FULL WORLDLY L/FE As
ENJOINED BY THE SCR/PTURES. THEY NAD"
mMANY SONS WHO WERE DROUGHT UP

IDEAL RULERS.”



THEN fN THE LPSTYEPRS OF HIS SOJOURN OH
MfiLPypOHVHJH BESTOWED KINGDOM TO HIS SONS.” |
"why., My
LORO?

r NO LONGER
WISH TO RULE
THE KINGDOM.

f Of WHAT USE

| PLON TO RETIRE ) WOULD LIFE HERE

TO THE KULA GALA S
BE WITHOUT YOU?

MOUNTAINS AND SEEK) V | SHALL GO WITH
My SALVATION IN LORD; \ vou MY LORD/

KRISHNA. yor '
WHD SO me QUEEN, CNST'MGASIDE H UFE OF EPSE HMD
COMFORT, POLL 0 Used her husb*>

WHEN THEN
NPITfON, SHE

IN THIS MEW ,



“ ONE DAYHER HUSBAND SUDDENLY STOPPED
BREATH/NG . SHE WAS PERTURBED.”

' HIS UMBS ARENS
COLD AND LIFELESS?)
) HE HAS J
LEFT ME - A
TO BECOME ONE WITH HIS
VAX—X—\ LORD! a__

IFOR A WHILE MISERY STUNNED HER INTO , SHi mINALLY
OVERCAME IT, r SHALL FOLLOW
i HIMIN DEATH

AS | DID INfaY
S.LIFE .te f#

AS THE BODY OFHER HUSBAND BLAZED ON THE FUNERAL
PYRE, SHE WRSRBOUi TO JOIN HIFI.S




IGNORANCE oF ONE’'S TRUE NATURE

... WHEN A VOICE STOPPED .

tT BELONGED TO IS THE CAUSE OF GRIEF. THROUGH-
WHOM SHE HRD NEVER SEEN OUT THE GREAT DELUGE you WERE
BEFORE”

AND THEN YOU LEFT ME
IN SEARCH OF PLEASURES.
YOUR SEARCH TOOK YoO
TO SEVERAL ABODES,
BUT YOUR. DESIRES
REMAINED UNSA-
T ATED

IN THE MOST GRATIFYING
OF ALL ABODES, THE
CITY OF NINE GATES,
VOU MARRIED A BEA-
UTIFUL GIRL BUT
BECAME HER WILL ING
SLAVE. AND NOW,
MISTAKING THIS PRESENT
ABODE FOR YOURSELF,
YOU LAMENT FOR YOUR
DEAD HUSBAND.



/ INTRUTH
‘you ORE NEITHER \

MAN NOR WOMAN.
NEVER WILL YOU DIE
>/ BECAUSE NEVER

tKwere You BoRAME

YOU ARE THE IMMORTAL"™
SPIRIT WHICH IS YEARNING

TO SHED BONDAGES OFC™
ALL ABODES IN ORDER/
TO REALISE YOUR
ETERNAL NATURE

O KING, EVEN AS THE BRAHMANA
SPOKE, THE QUEEN HAD OVERCOME

v THE CONCEPT OF SPACE AND TIME."™
\ HER souL HAD FOUND ITS REFUGE
X INTHE ETERNAL

My VISION FAILS ME, OSAGE

PLEASE EXPLAIN TO ME THE
k  MYSTICAL TRUTH BEHIND.
I k THIS TALE.

f PURANTANA IS THE
SUBTLE IMMORTAL SELF,
THE PRIME CAUSE OF
vthe gross Body, his
\UNKNOWN FRIEND

yiS THE OMNIPOTENT,
\ (omniscient,
mm/~SUPREME CONS-
m M CIOUSNESS,
\L W ahman-or

\ PARAMATMA. v



THE CITY OF NINE GATES* ISTHE /THE HUMAN INDIVIDUAL IS

HUMAN BODY AND PURANJANI IS f ENDOWED WITH A CAPACITY
THE INTELLECT. HER TEN FRIENDS ITO CHOOSE ACTIONS &y MEANS
V ARE THE TEN SENSES. THUS THE/ OF THE INTELLECT. BUT ITS

N~HUMAN BODY IS THE IDEAL /
MEDIUM FORTHE GRATIFI-/J
\CATION OF THE SENSES./~C

i SUBSEQUENT BIRTHS ARE

\ DETERMINED By THE $UM-

\rOTAL OF THE IMPRESSIONS,
\p F THESE ACTIONS. V"

/ ITS GREATEST ENEMY IS THE ALL-~
DESTRUCTIVE TIME, OR THE
GANDHARVA KING WITH ITS LIEUT-
ENANTS—OLD AGE, DISEASE AND
\ DEATH . AS LONG AS ONE IS BOUND
BY "DEEDS OF ATTACHMENT, ONE /
FORGETS ITS DIVINE NATURE |
_ AND SEEKS NEW ABODES. AT\
LAST WHEN THE VEIL OF IGNORANCE'
IS REMOVED,ONE REALISES ITS UNITY WITH
I BRAHMAN,OR GOD. — mmmmmemmmm—— '

T&K/A/G LEFVE OF

R/WRDR LEFT FORTHE OF
THE ENUGHTEHED.

/ 0 King, seek Refuge )
GOD, SURRENDER YOUR SELF
TO HIM AND YOU WILL ATTAIN

EVERLASTING PEACE. /

/ MY ENDEAVOURS
SHALL HENCEFORTH

BE GUIDED BY
YOUR TEACH-

v ING,O0SAGE.

BS, NOSTRILS, EARS MOUTH, THE GENERATIVE



PRRCH/NRGRRH/S
THE. TOLD HE HAD

*7 .. AND THAT n
'was the revealing
TALE THAT | HEARD
iFftonTHE MOUTH J
\ OF THE GREAT
XSAGG. N4

I NOW PROPOSE TO
RETIRE TO THE HER-
MITAGE OF SAGE KfIPILfl
YOU SHALL TAKE CHARGE
OF THE KINGDOM. AND
you WILL ALSO TRy

TO PRESERVE THIS
LEGEND FOR POST-

SENTFOR HIS MfN/STERHIM
HEPRD PROflt M
J AND rv -~
HAVE HOD THE
GOOD FORTUNE
STO HEAR IT <
fA\FROT>\ YOU,

\MV 1ord. ,,
rOTFUY/ LIBERRTEDFROMRTTH(
OF FAZy H/ND,PRRCHfAMIQAIRHI.

SHIPPED THELOTUS FEET OF
PNQ HTTFUNED FREEDOM THROUGH



Kerala's Kaikottikali is a dance performed during the festival of
Onam, in which the dancers move in a circle of flowers, with
rhythmic hand movements symbolising the emergence of shoots
and leaves. Handclaps accompany the graceful foot movements
to the beat of popular melodies.

The Koli dance of Maharashtra is the folk dance of coastal fisher-
Tolk and tells the story of their trials and tribulations, the swaying
back and forth of the waves, and the brooding wait for the catch
to be brought home. In two parallel rows they dance their laborious
lives in mime; the arduous rowing against the tide, the waves
breaking on the shore, the culminating joyousness of a good catch,
as the beat quickens and the dancers break apart to fall, exhausted
but happy, to the ground.
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