

Comic Introduction to the Ramayana Puppet ShowPRIVATE 


by Radha Damodar dasa

Note - The Host puppet looks like a regular Vaisnava and his foil, Bhakta Burfi, was played by a funny looking "Ernie from Sesame Street" mouth puppet. For this show, the puppet is dressed in dark, ragged clothes with exaggerated claws and sharp teeth added.

Host: The puppet is sweeping and carrying lights hurriedly. (He hums the Jaya Rama Sri Rama Song). Almost ready! What time is it. (To someone in audience.) What time do you have, prabhu? Oh, already! Then it's time for the puppet show! I'm so glad you all could come. We've been working so hard getting this spectacular show ready, for three weeks now. Now, does everyone know the story? You've probably seen the story several times on ITV, right? Everyone knows the story? (to someone in audience) Do you know the story? Let me briefly tell you about the story. This story takes place millions of years ago in a place we now call India. It was a time called Satttya Yuga. Do you know what that means? It means that Everyone was very nice. Ninety-nine percent of the people were nice -  they were pious, they were practically pure devotees. The leader of that one percent that was left was named Ravana. He wasn't just a hard working karma, he was the king of the man-eating demons! He was a powerful warrior and mystic, because he was a great devotee of Lord Siva. And where is he now? Have you seen Ravana around lately. No! An incarnation of Krsna came to India and killed  him!

(to audience, gets audience rapport) What's His Name? What's His Name? Ramachandra! And Who is He? He's Krsna, right! He's Krsna Himself, right? And why does he come? To protect His devotees, right and why else? That's right to kill all the demons! Well in this story he does just that. In fact this story is the best example of that - it's full of all kinds of demons - wizards, witches, giants and ogres. There are many, many ogres in this play so watch out for them! According to the dictionary an ogre is a giant or monster who eats ... are you ready for this? ... eats people! Yes, he'll eat men, women or boys or girls but his favorite food ... do you know what it is? Children who talk out of turn at puppet shows! 

Ogres: (growls, snaps and snarls are heard from backstage) Yow! MMMMMMM! Yeah! GRRRRRR!!! Snap! MMMMMMM! RRRAAARRRRGGGHHHH! Snap!

Host: We have a special guest tonight. Do you remember Bhakta Burfi? (Audience applauds and cheers.) He appears to be more popular than I had thought! Well, he's introduced one or two of the puppet shows in the past. We've been trying to help him become serious about Krsna Consciousness for years! Well, Bhakta Burfi has a small part in the play this evening. Today he's going to play the part of a nice, fixed-up, first-class brahmachari - a real sweet, saintly-devotee type. Let's ask him if playing this character has helped his consciousness any, shall we? Let's ask him to come out here. Could you call him for me? He never listens to me, you know. 

Audience: Bhakta Burfi!!! 

Host: He can't hear you, he's way downstairs. 

Audience: Bhakta Burfi!!!!

Host: Maybe one more time, really loud! 

Audience: Bhakta Burfi!! 

Burfi: (makes careful appearance but Host does not see him.)

Host: What's that you say? Do you know where Bhakta Burfi is?

Audience: He's behind you!

Host: (turns and is startled) Oh my goodness!

Burfi: (dressed as an Ogre) EEEE-GGGGRRRRRR-YAAAAA!! (PAUSE , wait for audience to settle down.) Did I scare you? (to audience) Did I scare you!? 

Host: Well, actually, I was expecting to see you dressed up like a devotee for a change. 

Burfi: Grrr-oh-an!! I've been a devotee for so many years and it's boring!!   Dancing, chanting and feasting, dancing, chanting and feasting and when you're through doing that - there's more dancing, chanting and feasting!! So, I was talking to some of the extras in today's show and I decided that I want to be an Ogre! Ogres have more fun!!!

Host: If you want to be an Ogre, Bhakta Burfi, then you'll have to go to Ogre School!! 

Burfi: What's "Ogre School?" 

Host:  Well, it's a lot different from going to school here. None of the children want to learn anything! All the children there are always screaming and pushing and kicking and biting and fighting with each other and talking out of turn and well ... none of the boys and girls here do that, right? (Pause for audience reaction.) And another thing is that they teach all the boy and girl ogres in the same room because  ... well, you know, they're so ugly that you can't tell the boys and girls apart! (pause for audience reaction) And the worst thing about Ogre School is the food! I'll tell you what they have; I've heard this, really! They have charcoaled burnt rolls every day, pickled people and student soup! 

Burfi: I'd rather have dahl (yuck!) 

Audience: Yuck, dahl!

Host: And sometimes they have People Pakoras! 

Burfi: Really??

Host: Do you know what they have on special occasions, Bhakta Burfi? On special occasions they have hairy halavah and old sock sandesh! (Pause for audience reaction.) And do you have any idea what they drink, Bhakta Burfi? They drink blood, Bhakta Burfi! Maybe yours, Bhakta Burfi!! They don't care what they do! (pause for audience reaction) Well, Bhakta Burfi, I think devotee life is better! There is going to be a very big feast directly after the puppet show and you'll be surprised at the nice preparations we are going to be relishing today. We'll have favorites such as peanut butter halavah and strawberry malpuras, puris and rice and Gauranga Potatoes and more ...  Everything is so sweet and juicy and running with warm ghee ... 

Burfi: MMMMMmmmmmmMMMMMM!!! You know, prabhu, I think you're right about devotee-life being better than ogre-life and right after the puppet show I'm going to surrender! ... at least until Monday! 

Host: Ohhhhh, Bhakta Burfi! We'd better get started. Is everyone ready, out there? But, before we begin the puppet show there are just three little rules, aren't there? The first one is :

Don't speak out during the puppet show. 

Next - don't come backstage and try to touch the puppets, okay? 

And next, don't use this exit back here. 


Now, Bhakta Burfi, you go get ready for your part in the play and I'm going to go sit in my director's chair backstage. Goodbye everybody!

Audience: Goodbye Puppets!

(Lights go down but the audience sits in silence.)

Burfi: (He rushes back on looking left and right.) What's happening? Oh no, you forgot to tell Dinabhandhu dasa to turn on the tape! I'll do it myself. Everyone - lights, music, action please! (music tape comes on, curtain opens) 

That's more like it! SHHHH!







