The Vision Of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Scene One – India, the Bank of the Ganges

Bhaktivinoda: When the eastern horizon became tinged with the redness that heralds the rising of the sun, the jewel among the brahmanas, Lord Gaura-sundara, immediately awakened. Taking His devotees with him, He journeyed through the towns and villages of Nadiya. The mridangas resounded tathai tathai and the karatals in that kirtan played in time. Lord Gauranga's golden form slightly trembled in ecstatic love of Godhead, and His anklebells jingled.


The Lord called out to the townsfolk: Wake up, sleeping souls! Wake up! You have slept so long in the lap of the witch called Maya. You have achieved this rare human body. Don't you care for this gift? If you don't worship Krishna, the darling of mother Yashoda, then great sorrow awaits you at the time of your death. With every rising and setting of the sun, a day passes and is lost. Why then do you remain idle and not serve the Lord of the heart? I have descended just to save you. Other than Myself, who else is your friend? I have brought the medicine for destroying the illusion of Maya. Now pray for this Hari-nama Maha-mantra, and take it. Thus, this Bhaktivinoda falls at the lotus feet of Lord Gauranga and begs to be blessed with the Holy Name... Sri-Sri-Nitai-Gaura-Premanandi Hari Haribol!!!


Sri-Harinama-Sankirtan-Yajna ki jaya!!! Yes, this principle of kirtan is the future church of the world; it invites all classes of men, without distinction of caste or clan, to the highest cultivation of the spirit. This church, it appears, will extend all over the world, and take the place of all sectarian churches, mosques and temples. After all, Lord Chaitanya did not advent Himself for the benefit of a few men of India, but to liberate all living beings, of all countries, throughout the entire universe. The Lord has said: In every town, country and village, My name will be sung. There is no doubt that this unquestionable order will come to pass... I am sure that, soon, there will appear a personality who will preach the Holy Name of Lord Hari all over the world! Oh for that day when the fortunate English, French, Russian, German and American people will take up banners, mridangas and karatals, and raise kirtan through their streets and towns. Oh! When will that day come?


My dear Lord Gauranga, when You appeared, You revealed the highest knowledge of the Absolute Truth; but now, due to the ignorance of uncultured men, the Vaishnava faith appears to have become most degraded. Why, it is even considered a beggar's excuse for living at the expense of society.


My dear Lord, how will your super-excellent teachings again be brought forth shining? Alone, I do not have the power to restore them; therefore I am praying that you send me a soul who can achieve this task. My dear Lord Chaitanya! Please fulfill this long-cherished desire of mine. Please, send me a son, who will help me spread your teachings far across the land!

Devotee:
(heard from outside the room) Kedaranath! Kedaranath Babu!

Bhaktivinoda:
Yes, yes, I am here! What's the matter?

Devotee:
(rushing in, breathless) Kedaranath! Your prayer... has been answered!

Bhaktivinoda:
What? What are you saying? What has happened?

Devotee:
Your wife has given birth...

Bhaktivinoda:
Yes?

Devotee:
To a son!

Bhaktivinoda:
A son? Krishna's mercy! But my prayer was for more than just a son!

Devotee:
Oh, I know! This one is very special! He is the one you've been praying for!

Bhaktivinoda:
But... how do you know?

Devotee:
You should see! His features are so auspicious!

Bhaktivinoda:
Yes? But...

Devotee:
His eyes... his face... so wonderful!

Bhaktivinoda:
But how does that...

Devotee:
Listen! Apart from all that, he was born wearing the sacred thread of a brahmana!

Bhaktivinoda:
(astounded) What? Come now...

Devotee:
It's true! He was born with the umbilical cord wrapped around his neck and draped across his chest!

Scene Two - 

Narrator:
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the spiritual master of Srila Prabhupada, was born as Bimala Prasad, the son of the great spiritual master named Bhaktivinoda Thakura. As Bimala Prasad grew up, he became famous for his erudite devotional scholarship. At the age of 7, he could recite the entire 700 verses of the Bhagavad-Gita by heart. At 25, he was well versed in Sanskrit, mathematics and astronomy. He wrote many scholarly books and articles. One day, Bimala was sitting with his father:

Bhaktivinoda:
My son, I want you go to Gaura Kishor Das Babaji and beg for initiation.

Narrator:
So, Bimala Prasad went to the hut in Navadvipa where Srila Gaura Kishor Das Babaji lived.

Bimala Prasad:
(falling at Gaura Kishor's feet, offering obeisances) O my exalted Gurudeva! My father, Kedarnath Datta, has instructed me to seek initiation from you. Please accept me as your disciple.

Gaura Kishor:
How can I be your spiritual master? I do not know how to read or write, and you are a great scholar. I cannot accept you. Go back to your father!

Narrator:
So, Bimala Prasad became very dejected and returned to his father's home.

Bimala Prasad:
Father! He won't accept me as his disciple. He told me to return home.

Bhaktivinoda:
Go back and try again. You must be very determined to get his mercy!

Bimala Prasad:
Yes, my dear father, I will go.

Narrator:
Bimala Prasad goes to Gaura Kishor's hut again and pays obeisances.

Bimala Prasad:
My dear master, please, please accept me as your disciple. My father has told me that I must have you as my guru.

Gaura Kishor:
No! Go back to your father! I told you I couldn't. Go back!

Bimala Prasad:
(returns home) My dear father, no matter what I say, he won't accept me!

Bhaktivinoda:
(very angrily) You must become his disciple. If you don't, then don't bother coming back home!

Narrator:
Bimala Prasad again went to his spiritual master. This time he was very determined. He waited on a bridge for Gaura Kishor to pass by.

Bimala Prasad:
My dear spiritual master, you must give me your initiation. If you do not bless my life, then I will jump off this bridge. My life at present has no value.

Gaura Kishor:
Bimala, stop! I just wanted to test your determination. You have pleased me greatly by your sincere desire, so I will immediately give you initiation.

Bimala Prasad:
Thank You!

Gaura Kishor:
Your name is Varshabhanavi-dayita Das. Always chant Hare Krishna, at least 64 rounds a day, and follow the regulative principles. Preach the absolute truth and keep aside all other works. I give you my blessings.

Bimala Prasad:
(pays dandavats) Namo Gaura Kishoraya, etc... (stands up) Jai Gurudeva!

Narrator:
Finally receiving initiation, Varshabhanavi-dayita Das joyfully returns to his father to tell him the good news.

Varshabhanavi-dayita Das: Father, by your mercy, I have received the blessings

                  of Srila Gaura Kishor Das Babaji. He has given me the 

                 name - Varshabhanavi-dayita Das!

Bhaktivinoda:
I am very pleased with you, my son.

Narrator:
Thus, Varshabhanavi-dayita Das received initiation from Srila Gaura Kishor Das Babaji. Later, Gaura Kishor Das passed away in 1915. Afterwards, in 1918, Varshabhanavi-dayita Das took sannyasa before a picture of his spiritual master. (Siddhanta Sarasvati acts this out) He then assumed the title Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami.

Scene Three - Continuing The Disciplic Succession #4

from the Srila Prabhupada Lilamrtra by HH Satsvarupa dasa Goswami

Narrator:
While World War I raged on in Europe, 21 year old Abhay Charan De entered Scottish Churches College in Calcutta, India. Abhay had a very rigorous schedule. He had hardly any time for worshipping Lord Krishna, and after some time he joined the political movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. One day, a friend urged Abhay to meet Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Goswami.

Narendra:
(insistently) You must come and see Srila Bhaktisiddhanta! He is a great devotee of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. So many others have gone to hear him, and they all say he is wonderful! We are all eager to get your opinion of him.

Abhay:

No, I have seen so many sadhus, I am not going.

Narendra:
This sadhu is different. At least come and see for yourself.

Abhay:

Alright, Narendra, for you I will go.

Narrator:
So, Abhay agreed to go. They walked through the city, and finally they came to the quarters of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta. When Abhay went in, he saw the tall, slender sadhu sitting there. They offered their dandavats, and while the two friends were still preparing to sit, Bhaktisiddhanta Maharaja said:

Bhaktisiddhanta:
You are educated young men. Why don't you preach Lord Chaitanya's message in the English language throughout the whole world?

Abhay:

Who will hear Lord Chaitanya's message? We are a dependent country. First, India must become independent. Then we can spread Indian culture.

Bhaktisiddhanta:
(in a quiet voice) Krishna Consciousness doesn't have to wait for a change in politics, nor is it dependent on who rules. Krishna Consciousness is so important, so exclusively vital, that it cannot wait.

Narrator:
Abhay was struck by Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati's boldness. The whole world was in chaos. So many notable people agreed with what Abhay said, yet Bhaktisiddhanta Maharaja was dismissing everything and everyone as if they were of no consequence.

Abhay:

(to Narendra) How could he say such a thing? (he continues to listen)

Bhaktisiddhanta:
Whether one power or another rules is a temporary situation. The eternal reality is Krishna Consciousness, and the real self is the spirit soul. No man-made system can actually help humanity. When one takes himself to be the temporary body and regards the nation of his birth as worshipable, he comes under the spell of illusion. The leaders and followers of the world's political movements are simply increasing this illusion. Real welfare work should help prepare a person for his next life and help him re-establish his relationship with the Supreme Lord.

Narrator:
Because Abhay was raised in a Vaishnava family, he understood the teachings of Bhaktisiddhanta Maharaja, and he concluded that this was the sadhu he had been looking for. Narendra and Abhay talked with Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Maharaja for two hours. Finally it was getting late and they had to go. (they offer dandavats and go outside)

Narendra:
 So, Abhay, what is your impression? What did you think of him?

Abhay:

He's wonderful! The message of Lord Chaitanya is in the hands of a very expert devotee. Here is the person who can establish a worldwide religious movement.
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