                           DeterminationPRIVATE 

Narrator: Once, a tiny sparrow laid her egg in a clump of grass close to the shore of the Ocean. 

Seeing this, the Ocean raced forward and snatched up her egg. It was not something he needed, 

but he took a cruel delight in seeing the anxiety of the mother bird.  

Sparrow: O Ocean, please, I beg of you, give me back my egg!

Ocean:  No, this egg is mine now! I will never give it back!

Sparrow: If you do not give me my egg back I will empty your water upon the shore until I again possess the egg!

Ocean:  Oh ho ho ho!

Narrator:  So, the tiny sparrow, determined to get her egg, in spite of the odds, began to empty the great ocean – beak-full by beak-full. She would fill her tiny beak with the salty-tasting water and run up the bank a few steps to where the earth was dry and deposit the water there, returning quickly to the incoming surf to repeat this process. She never thought of her own reputation or calculated how long into the future this task would take. Day after day, week after week, she executed her vow. Of course, the Ocean remained impervious to her attempts but the word spread among the other birds until finally the mighty Garuda himself came to hear of her determination. Garuda is the carrier of Lord Visnu and he is so gigantic that he can easily fly from one planet to another. He decided to pay a visit to the sparrow.

Garuda: Little sister, are you the sparrow who has decided to dry up the ocean?

Sparrow: Yes, Sri Garuda, I am.

Garuda:  Don't you know that this will be impossible for you? The ocean is much bigger than 

you can ever comprehend.

Sparrow:   Still, what else can I do? The ocean has stolen my egg and it is my duty to protect 

them and hatch them. Therefore, I am determined to get them back. I must do this and I             will.

Garuda: Well then, I will see what I can do to assist you. 

   (calls) Ocean! Ocean! Come here to me this instant.

(The Personality of the Ocean appears with folded hands.)


Ocean, why have you stolen this tiny bird's egg?

Ocean: O Garuda, this egg was laid on my shore within my grasp so it is my right to take it.

Garuda: Don't you see how this mother is determined to get her egg back from you by displacing your water drop by drop?

Ocean:   Just let her try! I am the mighty Ocean! I am ready to meet any challenge!

Sparrow: Just see the cruelty of this Ocean!

Garuda:  Yes, but your determination, Mother Sparrow, deserves to be rewarded.

(calls again) Ocean, you may not be afraid of this tiny sparrow but you should be afraid of me!

 If you do not immediately return her egg, then I will personally take up her mission and I will 

certainly empty you!

Ocean: My dear Garuda, no need! Here, please take the egg! I wish no quarrel with you! 

Garuda: Here is your egg, Mother Sparrow. Because you showed such determination, you have achieved your goal. All good fortune to you and your offspring!

Narrator: So, Garuda returned to his abode and the determined little sparrow took back her precious egg. This is a good example of how determined we should be to guard our Krsna Consciousness against all obstacles as we grow in knowledge and devotion towards our goal of going back to home, back to Godhead. 

(Kirtan and lecture)








