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Tdrd MeKtd, tKe new Pevi dvdtdr, is in d lot of trouble.
Her first encounter witk the fdllen God Bdld’s demonic soldiers--
tKe PdrindeHedves Ker flusKked witK dwdreness of Ker dwesome new powers,
but determined to ledve Sltdpur before thingsjet worse. TKe only brigKt spot in
Ker life is inspector RdKul £Ingk, d downtrodden cop wKo is determined to
persudde Ker to stdy on dnd Kelp cure Sitdpur of its mdny dilments.

In tke more immedidte future, tKougK, Tdrd’'s in more ddnger tKdn sKe knows.
Two of tKe Devi’'s deddliest foes, lydm—Ijord Bdld’s former rigkt-Kdnd mdn—dnd
KrdtKd—tKe Apsdrd Assdssin—Kdve escdped from Purdpdsyd cdptivity, dnd delivering
Tdrd’'s dedd body to tKeir mdster is tKe on]y possible conclusive evidence of tKeir loydity to Bdld.

MednwKile, it is revedled tKdt tKe bounty Kunter, Amdrd Gdelle, dnd tKe
forwdrd-looking Purdpdsyd wdrrior, Asdntuk, dre botK working for d secret orgdnizdtion
cdlled tKe Cdbinet of SKddows, wKo seek to estdblisKk Kumdn dominion on edrtK,
free from tKe tyrdnny of dll supemdturdl beings, divine or demonic.

Amdrd tells tKe Cdbinet sKe Kds locdted tKe Source, tKe powerful vessel
ljprd Bdld seeks so desperdtejy, but tKdt sKe doesn’t ddre unedrtK it for
fedr of Bdld cldiming it before sKe cdn stedl it dwdy. Agdntuk promises
to ledd dn dttdck on tKe Pdrinde in d week’s time, tojive Kerdn
opportunity to locdte it unobserved dnd bring it to tKe cdbinet. Until tKen,
Amdrd must pldy d ddngerousjdme: SKe must keep Ker suspicious,
blind dnd ultimdteiy deddly employer from punisKing Ker dppdrent
inefficiency--dnd bdld’s punisKkments
usudliy involve dedtK.
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PRESENT DAY

I AM
DISPLEAOSED
Awmxu

WHY, MAY
I ASK? IF YOUR SKILLS ARE
t SO FORMIDABLE, WHERE
" IS MY SOURCE? HAVE | NOT
MADE ITS IMPORTANCE /
CLEAR?

YES,

LORC™. DO YOU THINK \

I ENJOY SITTING HERE, BLIND.
WAITING TO BE RESTORED TO FULL  \
. T VIGOUR, AS MY WOULD-BE NEMESIS WALKS >
I | THE STREETS AND MY BUMBLING LIEUTENANTS.
k V OOME UP WITH CEASELESSLY INNOVATIVE /
V. WAVSTO MANGLE MY CAREFULLY ./
CRAFTED PLANS?

LORD. | HAVE LEARNED
' PATIENCE INTHE  \
DUNGEONS OF THE GODS, )
v BUT EVEN THAT HAS ITS /

/"THEREFORE, AMARaT * \
/  WTH A SLIGHT TWINGE OF
k ( REGRET CONSIDERING YOUR
\ V IMMENSE POTENTIAL, | MUST .
A\NAN O W ASKYO O A~rAA

X. PdiEFORO

| HAVE
SOMETHING FOR
YOU, MY LORD. SOMEA

* TRINKET TO
APPEASE ME,
V  CHILD? /
NO. SOMETHING
ELSE | FOUND IN
THE RUINS OF

CANDAKA A MOSQUITO
f TRAPPED IN AMBER
1 PERFECT FOR CLONING
\  DINOSAURS? ~

THE LOST
EYES OF ARGUS,
MY LORD. »
MOCKING ME
1S NEVER WISE,
THE LOST, AMARA
rALL-SEEING EYES OF
ARGUS, STOLEN FROM
HERA'S PEACOCK
BY THE THIEF-IMPS
.OF CANDAKA. " YOU DARE
OFFER
ME..EYES?
YES, MY LORD.
WOULD YOU LIKE

.TO TRY THEM?.






THANK YOU,
MY LORD.

WHAT A PITY

/ IT IS THAT YOU WERE \
EMPLOYED TO FIND THE

SOURCE, NOT THESE EYES.

\Y AND THE SOURCE y

REMAINS HIDDEN.

>

A JUST ~
A FEW MORE
DAYS, LORD.

w HOW UNFORTUNATE #
IT IS THAT EVEN WITHOUT

YOU NEED MORE TIME BECAUSE
YOU ACE WILFULLY MISLEADING

THE SEARCH FOR J
V THE SOURCE. '

A FALSE
r AND GROUNDLESS »
ALLEGATION, MY LORD,
AND WHOEVER WHISPERED
n IT INYOUR EAR A
IS A LIAR,

THE CHILDREN

X I WISH TO
' CONTINUE EMPLOYING >
YOU, AMARA. X SUGGEST YOU
ENSURE THAT BY DIGGING IN
v THE RIGHT DIRECTION Yy

HENCEFORTH.

YES, LORD.

AMARA,

W
r THE ART OF MAGIC \ w
DETECTION, MY LORD. THEIR ) ~ -1
DIVINATIONS ARE SOMETIMES/ " M
k WAYWARD. | KNOW HOW / = 78
TO INTERPRET THAT IS ™

THEM. ~

, «
ARE UNTRAINED IN  \

WHY YOU, IN YOUR
[ INFINITE WISDOM,

EMPLOY ME. »



jjB MSlsaQijp

MEANING TO ASK YOUR SUNNY THE DURAPASYA

FRESH A~ YOU-WHY EXACTLY .
MANGOES' ONLY 010 YOU HELP ME VAMILE-*"kj-REAT YOU?"
60 RUPEES ESCAPE?

n A KILO/ ~

THEY WERE so »
/ | NEED YOU TO HELP
FOR
ACHARMING HOSTS-SNAPPEDN MR~ \ERANSHW ASSGNVENT >
LIKE TWMGS. THEY APPEARED YOUR DARINDE HAVE BEEN MOST
QUITE RELIEVED WHEN YOU MADE UNCOOPERATIVE. THEY SEEM TO THNK
YOUR ENTRANCE, AT LEAST v YOUAND | BETRAYEDYOLR S
L UNTLYOU STARTED > PRECIOUS BALA
SLICING THEM LP. t
I'LLASKA r S-SIR- ~
AGAIN-WHY THAT'S 15
010 YOU RETURN RUPEE®, THANK
A FOR ME? V -w  YOU. A
YOUR BEST #
FRIEND, AMARA
v GAELLE. /
~  BUT ~
FREE TOOAY,
SIR, SPECIAL
A OFFER. 7
~ WHO ~
r IT'S TIME -~
TES%TARR?I\IISE TO PAY MY BOYS
KA LITTLE VISIT. >

vV NOW?



A SO0, A
HERE WE ARE
AGAIN. -

r MISSION ~
NUMBER 12. DAY 3.
TRUSTY SIDEKICK
ALIVE AND SLEEP
k. DEPRIVED. ~

HEY, YOU

INVITED YOURSELF.

AND WHO CALLS
FOR DEVI, THIS
TIME? 7

IT'S
A TRAP.

”  SAVE US, ~
DEVI.' THEY'RE
KIDNAPPING OUR

DAUGHTERS/ .

OF COURSE
THEY ARE. AND
WHERE ARE

A THEY?



N~ WAITA A
MINUTE-THAT'S
ODD.

REINFORCEMENTS.

AH WELL.

YOU SEEM
TO BE HAVING
FUN.

| AMNOT
HAVING FUN,
_RAHUL._

I'M A
GODDESS IN HELL
ON EARTH. SOUNDS

LIKE FUNTO a

You?_~n

WELL, THAT'S n -

AN UNDERSTATEMENT.
WHAT PRECISELY
STRIKES YOU AS
OPP ABOUT THIS

ANSITUATION?2AN

A THE
FACT THAT I'M)
VASTILL ME~/

moRA/S

SHE" "N
( DEVI"DIDN'T
| TAKE CHARGE
V THISTIME.®



THAT'6...GOOD,
RIGHT?

OBVIOUSLY
NOT BEING HER PUPPET
16 GOOD. BUT...WHY DIDN'T
SHE TAKE OVER? 16
s THI6 60ME KIND OF
TRICK?

' I DON'T KNOW.
K BUT IT IS THE FIR6T TIME
YOU 6AW OUR FRIEND6 AND

DIDN'T FAINT AWAY IMMEDIATELY. DO
WE NEED TO DI6CU66 THI6 RIGHT

HERE AND NOW, OR CAN WE WAIT .
A UNTIL THE DIRECTOR*6 *

CUT DVD?

n IT6 60 n
6TRANGE/ | WAGBN'T

PAYING ATTENTION.
n I JUBT--

YOU JUBT WALKED "~ 11|
~ IN HERE AND WENT THROUGH *
THE MOTIONG6 THE DEVI WOULD HAVE
ANYWAY, WITHOUT REALIZING THE DEVI
WAGN'T IN THE BUILDING. BUT
Ih.  NOW THAT YOU ARE PAYING S-
ATTENTION...

BEHIND
YOU.'

NOT ~
BAD. 6TILL
TARA? .

YUP...I 60RT
OF THOUGHT "PEFENP"
AND MY BODY DID THE
REG6T. THE LA6T FEW
TIMEG6, | WAG6 JUGT
A 6PECTATOR. ~

WELL, A6 LONG
r A6 THE DARINDE GET
THEIRG, I'M HAPPY. THOUGH
YEAH, I'D RATHER HAVE TARA
. KICKING BUTT NEXT TO ME
W, THAN MI66 MY6TIC. ~

I'M NO FIGHTER *

AND YOU KNOW IT. WHY
16 6HE DOING THI6? WHY

16 SHE LI6GTENING

few TO ME?



I'M A LOVER, #

NOT A FIGHTER"
THAT'S WHAT THEY ALL
k . SAY. PLEASE///

w
r

TIME SHE SPOKE TO ME, SHE SAID

L.

N

THIS IS REALLY
NOT MY FIELD OF n
EXPERTISE. THE VERY FIRST

SHE'D DO WHATEVER SHE

WANTED, AND WE HAD TO A
FI6UC9 HER OUT. 7/

I SUPPOSE

T | SHOULD JUST BE GLAD"

I'M IN CHARGE--AT LEAST FOR
NOW-AND NOT GO CRAZzZY
L. TRYING TO FIGURE A
OUT WHY.

AS |
WAS SAYING-
WHAT WAS
N THAT?

YOU KNOW...SHE ~

WAS TAKING CONTROL >
BECAUSE YOU WERE BUGGING

OUT. YOU HADN'T REALIZED WHAT
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY THIS IS.

MEAN, EVEN WITH ME STICKING
AROUND GIVING YOU NOBLE
SPEECHES, YOU'D HAVE RUN

\_OFF, IFSHED LETYOU .~"

YES, YOU SHOULD.

/ LATER, YOU'LL PROBABLY ~
REALIZE THAT SHE LET YOU
TAKE CHARGE BECAUSE YOU'RE
FINALLY READY TO STOP
V COMPLAINING AND DO WHAT”
YOU HAVE TO DO.

WHAT DID
YOU JUST-

AND NOW THAT n
~  PHASE IS THANKFULLY OVER, ~
WE CAN QUIT THE ANGST THING
AND GO HURT PEOPLE. THERE ARE
n PEOPLE OUT THERE THAT >
6HOULP BE HURT.

LOOK, I'M GLAD
r YOU'RE HERE, TARA, IN CASE
THAT'S NOT CLEAR. NOT BECAUSE |
INTEND TO GIVE UP-I'M NOT GOING
ANYWHERE. BUT NOW YOU'RE HERE,
WE CAN ACTUALLY WIN. ~3

RUN TO YOUR
MOTHER, GIRL. AND
BE GOOD AND STRONG
A AND EVERYTHING. ~

THANK
YOU, DEVL.

THAT'S NOT
HOW | SEE IT, =
A THOUGH

ITSM OREAM"
LIKE THIS--NOW THAT

n I FINALLY SEEM TO HAVE
AS O M E CONTROL OVER
MY BODY.. A
| CAN
ACTUALLY
_LEAVE.



I AM
OVERJOYED TO
SEE YOUR NEW EYES,
"BALA-SAMA. ~

n IT IS GYTONDE, "S
BALA'SAMA. YOUR MEDIA
A— CONTROLLER. V1

INDEED. IS THERE
r  SOMETHING ABOUT MY 7
EYES YOU DO NOT LIKE, GREAT
GYTONDE? SOMETHING THAT
~ OFFENDS YOUR DELICATE v
SENSIBILITIES? "~ 0 a

THEN
WHY ARE YOU
EMITTING SUCH
AN OFFENSIVE
v STENCH? #

AFRAID BECAUSE Z HAVE NOW SEEN
THAT NOT ONE, BUT SEVERAL SITAPURI
NEWSPAPERS AND BROADCASTERS
HAVE SPOKEN ID THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE
DEVI AND HER EXPLOITS, DESPITE MY
k EXPLICIT ORDERS TO PREVENT A
" SUCH RUMOUR-MONGERING? S**

r rrrris hard *
TO SUPPRESS NEWS,
MY LORD.

YOU RND
IT HARD TO
OBEY ME?



HAVE THIS ©TAIN
REMOVED PROM MY
~"CARPET, OKUMA."

YES,
BALA-SAMA.

DO YOU ATLEAST
HAVE WHAT Z
ASKED FOR?

! YES, ~
BALA-SAMA.

BRING IT
FORWARD.

THESE
r ARE THE SUBWAY
PROJECT BLUEPRINTS
V  YOU ORDERED, >
"BALA'SAMTfC-/

THE DIRECTION
r INWHICH THE CHILD-DOWSERS”
ASK THE DIGGERS TO GO. EVERY
TIME AMARA ORDERS THEM
L. TO CHANGE DIRECTIONS, >
BALA-SAMA.

A ATTHE A
PASHUPATINAGAR
> SLUM. A

THERE IS A *
DEVI TEMPLE THERE,
IS THERE NOT? "



r YES, BALA *
SAMA. BUT IT IS A
MODERN CREATION,
NOT OF CANDAKAN
ORIGIN.

w INSTRUCT THE
DIGGERS TO CONCENTRATE
THEIR EFFORTS BENEATH IT,
THEN. | SUSPECT THEY WILL
FIND ANOTHER TEMPLE

THAT EXCAVATION
WILL OF COURSE MEAN
EVACUATING THE PASHUPATI
NAGAR SLUM, BALA'SAMA.
_ THOUSANDS WLL DIE. »

FAIL TO SEE
WHY YOU ARE
BRINGING THIS TO

wMY ATTENTION. A
IT WOULD PROVE
VERY UNPOPULAR WITH
THE POLITICIANS AND THE
POLICE, BALA'SAMA.
. IT MIGHT LOOSEN OUR .
" HOLD ON THEM. >1

IT 16 PAST THE TIME 10 CARE \
ABOUT THAT, OKUMA. | HAVE EYES\
AGAIN, AND WILL NO LONGER STAY

INTHE SHADOWS. POLITICIANS? * ME,@A\‘G%EA'S,{I\‘TA
POLICEMEN? SINCE WHEN DID THEY/ AL A SATIATA
. BECOME IMPORTANT? THEY ARE/ : :
\  MORTALS, AND SHOULD BE /

\ PROUD TO DIE
jlISSw FORME, AMUSING.
r AT IS TIME ~

TO REMIND THIS
WORLD WHAT A
VGOD IS. X

" DOES THIS MEANA
YOU WILL FIGHT THE
DEVI YOURSELF WHEN
SHE NEXT ARRIVES,

N BALA'SAMA? A

WOULD YOU ADVISE
AGAINST IT?

n DO YOU
THINK SHE WOULD
DEFEAT ME? >



r THE QUESTION
DOES NOT ARISE, ~
BALA-SAMA. FORGIVE 1
MY IMPERTINENCE. YOU 1
WOULD, OF COURSE, M
AAPREVAIL. ™82

I MERELYANA
T  ASKED BECAUSE |
' HOPED TO BE GIVEN THE
L HONOUR OF BRINGING
YOU HER CORPSE. ~

OF COURSE,

s ' FOR THE NEXT FEW  ~<3/[
! PAYS, WHILE | BUSY MYSELF >
WITH FINDING THE SOURCE, Z HAVE
ARRANGED A DISTRACTION FOR OUR
PEAR DEVI. SHE WILL HAVE TO SURVIVE
. THIS BEFORE | EVEN CONSIDER 1
HER WORTHY OF INDIVIDUAL =6

COMBAT.

NO, BALA-SAMA.

W | WOULD NOT PRESUME ~
TO HOLD ANY PLACE IN YOUR
THOUGHTS. BUT AS THE SENIOR
MOST OPERATING OFFICIAL IN
L THE DARINDE ARMY, | FELT IT
MY DUTY TO OFFER MY

SERVICES.
THE
GLORY IS YOURS,
BALA-SAMA. 7
m |-
i"MAY | BESO~"H
BOLD AS TO ASK WHATB

THIS DISTRACTION I S, ~
"SM"EALA-SAMA*®

TISTIMETCrA<r
UNLEASH ONE OF MY\
FAVOURITE PETS. A
EUROPEAN BLADE-DEMON
YOU MAY HAVE MET

BEFORE, OkUMA./

HIS NAME IS
FALCHION.

ITISTIMETO ~
CUT THE GODDESS
_ DOWNTO SIZE.



WHATZ LIKE MOST A
ABOUT MY JOB IS BRINGING
POWERFUL BASTARDS POWN.
CLEARLY THAT'S NOT WHERE

n YOU COME FROM

1P>* THINK OF THE ~ J 11)
V  POWERLESS PEOPLE YOU'RE N
HELPING UP, INSTEAD, BY REMOVING
THEIR OPPRESSORS. WHICHEVER WAY
YOU SEE IT, YOU'RE ACTUALLY
" ACHIEVING GREAT

rePw -, THINGS.

/ I'VE ACHIEVED
NOTHING. LOOK RAHUL, ~
I KNOW WHAT HELPING PEOPLE
MEANS, | USED TO BE A SOCIAL
~ WORKER WORKED IN SLUMS, >
WITH KIDS.

NO WONDER *
OUR WORLD-VIEWS
. ARE IDENTICAL."

BEATING
K UPEVILCOSTUMED ~
HENCHMEN IN A BOLLYWOOD
ITEM NUMBER OUTFIT
rS~ ACHIEVES NOTHING. #

LITTLE BOYS MIGHT ~
FANTASIZE ABOUT HEROES IN
CAPES AND TIGHTS ENFORCING
LAWS. BUT PEOPLE WHO
UNDERSTAND MORE THAN
S . BRUTALITY PO/TT.

K WHAT ABOUT THE
WORLD'S REAL PROBLEMS'
POVERTY, CORRUPTION,

APATHY--

1~ THAT'S JUST

AN EXCUSE FOR NOT
DOING WHAT YOU
b w CAN.

n I'D DIETO

HAVE YOUR POWERS.

FOR A DAY.

N

N

YOU'RE NOT WALKING
AWAY FROM THIS, TARA. EVERY
DAY SINCE | STARTED OUT ASA 1
COP, I'VE WALKED THROUGH THIS
HELL-HOLE WISHING | HAD
POWER.

ANDTHEN T M EEAMN

/ YOU, AND YOUPO. AND

AANAAW HAT? YOU INTEND TO DO
' WTH IT?

TAKE THEM.
I DON'T WANT
THEM. ~



BUT WHAT

WILL YOU DO WHEN
AND 6 0 PEOPLE IN NEED CALL
YOU PLAN TO LEAVE FOR HELP? ~
SITAPUR? HOW VO YOU
KNOW THEY WON'T
FIND YOU? IGNORE THEM.

f IT'S INCREDIBLY UNFAIR, N
ANYWAY. | ONLY APPEAR TO HELP
PEOPLE BEING ATTACKED BY THE
DARINDB-'AND ONLY TO PEOPLE
WHO WORSHIP A GODDESS IN
V  THE FIRST PLACE. IT'© LIKE _
I'M A HIRED THUG.

WA . .
23 |E TK'l:l/ICI)EWHTE I;EY |I?I'_s WELL | AM A SET THIS STRAIGHT. IT DOESN'T ~ \
GET ME HERE. IT'S " BOVERNMENT-HIRED THUG, MATTER IF YOURE DEV, OR TARA,
. . AND | USE WHATEVER ABILITY  ORJ. EDGAR HOOVER YOU HAVE NO RIGHT
| HAVE TO FIGHT WHATEVER TO QUESTION AND ANALYZE YOUR POWERS.
v MAKES THIS CITY > WEVE WASTED TIVE DOING THAT, AND I'M
CANCEROUS. s. POMe. JUST GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER”
ANDBE WHOYOUMB!

~  PERFECT ~
TIMING. ANOTHER
CALL. LET'S-

I'M NOT I DON'T ”
GOING. HAVE TO DO ANYTHING
I DON'T WANT TO
\% ANY MORE 7



ANOTHER  SsN. *x
TRAP, RAHUL. BUT Tvyfe
IT WON'T WORK. I'M JA'fegSjS&t!
w  NOT PLAYING
TWTHIS GAME-A~IT'S NOT AN
ImT 1n\(TF(BLOODY GAME.
IxIt Vftcnr® V Jl'e fl WHg/M i
/Yy\N Alynot my*R t"txTCX)
rvK/Vx/kj® war. "AHKj(XIL*L

A BUT THIS
WAR IS ABOUT YOU/”

AND YOU'RE THE ONLY

k ONEWHOCAN 4

STOP I/ IT GOULD,
A~ IF YOU KEEP
UE Eéw)\lﬁs AT IT LONG
WON'T STOP ENOUGH.#
A WARS.
A INNOCENT ~
PEOPLE ARE GOING
TODE. V -
I'M SORRY
TOO. MY FAULT. |
SHOULD HAVE KNOWN
. BETTER THAN
V __TO HOPE. /
WHAT DO

YOU MEAN?









&KYOU?

DOWN
V  THE CENTURIES, N
SERVING BY YOUR SIDE,
I'VE ALWAYS KNOWN
k YOU HAP GUTS, j
IYAM-DONO.

r BUT ~
THIS—THIS
IS OUTS FOR

BRAINS. ~

BALA-SAMA HAG
ORDERED US TO APPREHEND
YOU, AND TEACH YOU THE
COST OF BETRAYAL, BEFORE
FLINGING YOU, BROKEN,
AT H6 FEET.






V  SHAME HOW ~
YOU LOST OUT ON
THE DEVI PROJECT,

SIR. n

ONE THING AT A
A TIME. I'M TRYING TO DECIDE ~
WHETHER TO KILL AMARA 3AELLE
MYSELF, OR LET THE DEVI
DO IT FOR ME. A

A BUT AMARA 7
ISN'T RUNNING THE
DEVI SHOW, SIR. .

MY CURRENT
r AFFAIRS AWARENESS IS
A BIT LOW, OKUMA-SAN. THE
Kk DURAPASYA CELLS DIDN'T .

HAVE CNN.
YOU ~
m DIDN'T KNOW,
SIR?A"
FALCHION'SAN'SJ
BACK.
"IYAM, DO YOUNEED MORE"
TIME WITH YOUR LADY-BOYS, OR
WOULD YOU LIKE 10 SEE
"WASOME kwcc-piavy n
<30 DO WHAT
IS NECESSARY. | NEED
TO TALK TO

~ BALA. ~



NOT
HAPPENING.

YOU'LL THANK
ME LATER.






ON STANDS FEBRUARY 2007









