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Draupadi sprang full grown from the fire but no 
other heroine in Hindu mythology was as earthy as 
she.
Her birth, sought by King Drupada presaged a 
purpose. Her steely will, which often gleams through 
her hapless married life, was shaped by the power 
and plenty that she knew as the beloved daughter 
of the wealthy king of Panchala. But fo r this, her 
tale would have been as passive as that of any other 
woman of that era, which was less than kind to 
women. Even as she lived as a woman typical of 
her times, her fiery personality lent a g low  to every 
thing that she did.
Though won by Arjuna she had to be the wife to 
all the five Pandavas. Her success in this task was 
notable enough to bring Satyabhama seeking 
counsel on married happiness.
When dragged into the assembly of gaming men, at 
Hastinapura her query in jurisprudence left the grave 
elders there speechless.
A dutiful wife, she fo llowed her husbands in exile 
and kept house for them in the forest. An intelligent 
woman, she plied Yudhishthira with questions on 
morality.
When Subhadra came in, as Arjuna's wife, Draupadi 
was jealous. But she controlled it under her regal 
bearing.
She knew that Keechaka was dead. But her live 
wrath would not be satisfied till she watched the 
corpse oh its way to be burnt.
Draupadi was the total woman ; complex and yet 
feminine.
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DRAUPADI
DRUPADA ,/C/NC5 O F  RANCH ALA, 
WAS PERFORM ING A GRAND  
YAGNA, TO  OBTAIN A M IGHTY  
S O N .

V \

r*-\

»T—^

/WZ? FO R TH W ITH  FROM  TH E F/RE 
SPR A N G ) A Y O UTH, H A N D SO M E , 
STR O N G  A N D



THEN TO THE AM AZEM ENT O F  ALL,THERE A R O SE  FRO M  TH E SA M E FIRE  
A PA R R  M A ID EN , TOO, WAFTING THE FRAGRANCE O F  THE B L U E  LO T U S  
IN  B LO O M . I----------- ---------------------------— -------r~ -----------------------------------

t h is  c>\r l  i s  a n
4  EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN.
^  SH E WILL BRING 

ABOUT THE 
PESTRU C TIO N  O F  

T H E  KAURAVA6.

FROMI THE M O M EN T H E  
RECEIVED THE UNEXPECTED 
CELESTIAL GIFT O F  THIS 
UNMATCHED &/RL AS HIS 
D A U G H T ER ,O N E THOUGHT 
O B S E S S E D  D RU PA D A —H ER  
MARRIAGE.

A R JU N A .TH E 
VALIANT PANPAVA WOULD 
HAVE BEEN AN IDEAL 
H U SB A N D  FO R  MY DAUGH
T E R . IF ONLY H E , H IS  
M O T H E R ,A N P  BROTHERS 
HAP SURVIVEP 
THAT FATEFUL 
FIRE AT 
V/ARANA-



O  BRAHMAN! 
W H O  15 

P R A U P A D I?

PANCH A LA, TH E K IN G D O M  
I COM E F R O M  15 AGOG 
WITH EXCITEMENT. IT 15 

. 5WAYAM VA R A FO R-,
\  D RA U PA PI O U R  /

\  P R IN C E 5 5 . -

THE PANDA VA 5 ,  Y U D H ISH TH IR A , 
BHEEMA, ftR JU N f), NAKULA AND  
SAHADEVA, HOWEVER. WERE N O T  
PEPtD. THE PLA N  O F  THEIR. COUSINS
THE EN V IO U S KAURAVAS,nr------- t-----
TO tCILL THEM HAD   Ai
FA ILED . |-----------------  i

ONE DAY A 
BRA H M A N  
CAME T H E R E .

AT THAT M OM ENT  

D IS & U ISE D  AS 
BRAHM ANS THEY 
WITH THEIR. MOTHER. 
K U N T I, W ERE AT 
E/CACHA/CRAPURA.

H E  PO N D E R E D  F O R  A W HILE. T H E N -

I SH A LL HAVE A 
HEAVY BOW MADE 

WHICH ONLV AN 
ARJUNA O R  HI5 
PEER CAN WIELD. 

THEN A 
TARGET T O

CHALLENGE 
AN ACE 
A RCHER 

LI ICE HIM.



AS THE PRINCES L ISTE N ED  TO H IS  STO R Y , /CU N T! W ATCH/NO THEIR. FACES 
& U E S 3 E D  TH E STATE O F  HER. S O N S * M IN D S .

r

h i

LET US PROCEED TO  
THE K IN 0PO M /O F 
PANCHALA. PRU PAPA’S  
CHARITY TO 
BRAHMANS 
KNOWS NO 
B O U N P S .

THEY S E T  FO R TH  FO R  PANCHALA. O N  THE WAY THEY M ET 
SAGE VYASA.WHEN THEY TOLD HIM WHERE THEY

COME, LET ME 
TELL YOU O F  AN 

EARLIER BIRTH 
O F  PRAUPAPI 
WHEN SH E WAS 
THE PAUGHTER 

O F A RISHI.

i t  u



a
THOUGH BEAUTIFUL, 

CHASTE AND ACCOM -  
PU SH E D  SH E WAS FATED 
TO REMAIN UNMARRIED

u
YEARS O F  PEN A N CE  

BROUGHT THEIR REWARD. 
SHIVA APPEARED B E FO R E
h e r y

<C

WITH SEVERE 
PENANCES TO 
LO R P SHIVA 

SHALL 
I TRIUM PH

WHAT FAVOUR 
V O  YOU 

SEEK. FROM  
M E ?

o

IN UNCONTROLLED 
EAGERNESS THE 
(blRL REPEATED  
HER. R EQ U EST  
FIVE TIMES

AN ACCOMPLISHEP 
HUSBAND... AN 
ACCOMPLISHED 
HUSBAND...AN...

“ THE (blR L  WAS 
C O N FO U N D ED . ”

LORD! I...I...IT WAS 
ONLY ONE HUSBAND 

THAT I WANTED.

H
SHIVA'S W ORDS O N CE  
U TTERED  COULD N O T BE
REVOKED. B U T -

f

y



LET US G O  TO THE 
SWAYAMVARA AND 
TAKE OUR PLACE 

i  A M O N 6 THE 
> BRAHMAN5 . A

YOU,THE FIVE 
PANPAVAS, A 6E THE 
FIVE HUSBANDS 
PRAUPAPI IS DESTINED 
TO HAVE. DESTINY 
AWAITS YOU IN' /  
PANCHALA./V\AKE J V  
HER. YOURS.

AND VYASA WENT H IS WAY.

FULL OF HOPE, 
THE PRIN CES AND 
THEIR. MOTHER. 
PROCEEDED TO 
PANCHALA.

THE CAPITAL CITY O F PANCHALA WAS HUMMING WITH EXCITEMENT.

THEY SAY THAT 
PLIRYOPHANA AND 
THE KAURAVAS 
WITH SHAKUNI.THEIR 
UNCLE,ANP KARNA A 
THEIR FRIENP,
ARE HERE.

KUNT! AND HER. 
SO N S CHOSE A 
PO TTER ’S  
HOUSE. TO LIVE 
IN. AFTER.
REST!NO FO R  
SOM E AE —

6



JCARNA WAS AMONG THE 
FIRST TO TRY. THE PANDAVAS 
WEP.E DISMAYED. W  IT’S ^

r KARNA! WE*‘ 
MAY CONSIDER. 
THE MARK AS 

ALREADY 
V  HIT. y

BUT A S fcBPNA STRUNG THE 
BOW /AND TOOK. AIM -

3*1 YOU 
f  SHOULD 
NOT HAVE 
HUMILIA
TED ME 

S O , 
PRAUPADI.

I WILL NEVER MARRY 
O N E  O F  THE 
*  SUTA C A S T E ! > Z.

THE GREAT PAY DAWNED. 
WHEN ALL WERE ASSEMBLED, 
DHRJSHTADYUfANPi CAME 
FORWARD LEADING 
DRAUPADL

HEAR O  K IN S S ! THIS 
IS THE BO W .TH E 
NOBLEMAN WHO 
HITS THE MARK 

SHALL TODAY WED 
MY SISTE R .



ONE BY O N E  THE O T H E R S TRIED A N D  FAILED. W HEN  ALL O F  THEM HAD  

GIVEN U P , A R JU N A  S T E P P E D  FO R W A R D .

A HUMBLE BRAHMAN. VET HOW 
N O B LE A N D  C O N F ID E N T  15 
HIS BEARING.

5v\

VJ

ARJUNA’S ARROW FOUND 
ITS MARK1.

■

I W I n  Ti
V.’>V

» v  • £  • • < K - -:

i HE HA5 
5UCCEEPEDM

FU LL O F  
JOY, DRAUPAD I 

CAME U P  TO  
PiRJU N fi WITH A 

G A RLA N D  O F  
FLOW ERS.

S i

VC-JW»-Ol

[V

/

8



MEANWHILE K.UNTI WAS 
W ORRIED.

AND COMMIT THE 
SIN O F  I S N O R IN G  
MY M O T H E R ’S  
O R D E R S ?

NO YUDHISHTHIRA,
WE SHALL EACH 
O N E  O F  US MARRY 
HER. YOU THE 
ELDEST FIRST,THEN 
BHEEMA,THEN MYSELF 
AND THEN THE TWINS.

ALL RIGHT! 
THEN DRAUPADI 
SHALL BE A 
WIFE TO 
ALL OF U S.

<?



WHEN THE PANDA\/A 5  RETURNED TO HASTINAPURA

THE HEROIC S O N S  
O F  PAN DU >
ARE ALIVE! y (

'  THE VIRTUOUS 
O N E S  HAVE. AGREED 

TO RETURN T O  
^  TH E CITY.

31111
ALAS ! THE PANPAVAS HAVE 
E SC A PE D . A N D  THEY HAVE THE 
MIGHTY P R U P A P A  A N P  H IS  

^  S O N  A S  A L L IE S . ^ i |

IF YOU WANT TO BE 
JUST, SEN  P  FOR 
THE PANPAVAS ANP 
GIVE THEM HALF

< THE KINGDOM . /

g o  t h e n
VIPURA. 

BRINO 
THEM BACIC

BY THEN DURYODHANA H A D  LEARNT THAT IT WAS THE PANDA VAS WHO HAD  
W O N  DRAUPADI. BACK AT HAST/NAPURA H E  W ENT TO H /5 FATHER , THE BUNL 
D H R ! TH A RA SH  TRPt.

r  O  K IN © ! LET U S  
ATTACK PR U PA PA  
A N P  C A P T U R E  
.T H E  PANPAVAS. .

B U T THE K U R U  E L D E R S  A D V ISED  DHR/THARASHTRA AGAINST T H IS .



W HEN THEY CAM E TO PAY 

THEIR. R E SPE C T S T O  
D H R t THPi R ftS H  TR.A -

I G R A N T  YOU HALF THE 
K IN G P O M .C o O  T O  

K H A N P A V A P R A S T H A  A N D  
R U L E  F R O M  T H E R E . MAY 

A LL P R O S P E R IT Y  BE YOURS.

WE SH A LL P O  
A S  Y O U  SAY.

H A V IN G  O B T A IN E D  THEIR. R IG H TFU L SH A R E  
O F  THE K IN G D O M  TH E EVER. -  TR U TH FU L  

Y U D H ISH TH IRA  A N D  H IS  B R O T H E R S  
R U L E D  V IR TU O U SL Y  O V E R  IT.

D U R Y O D H A N A , M O R E  E N V IO U S  TH A N  E V E R , 

P L O T T E D  W ITH  
H IS  U N C L E  

S H A K U N I.

TH ERE i s . b y  a  
GAME  O F  P I C E . 

Y U P H IS H T H lR A  

IS AN A P P I C T  

A N P  I AM 
S H A R P . WE

AM U N W IL L IN G  

TO  © AM BLE WITH 
SH A K U N I W H O , 

IT I S  K N O W N , 

CHEATS AT P IC E . 
BUT I M UST 

ACCEPT T H E  

ROYAL 

CHALLENGE.



AT THE (bAM E YUDHISHTH1PP\ STAKED ALL HIS> WEALTH, THEN H /5 BROTHER.
A N D  THEN HIMSELF, ,---------------------------- c— ■wmmr--------

THERE IS

ALAS I A L A 5 ! FOR T H IS  ; 
^  THE K U R U o WILL ( 
L i ^ i ^  DESTROYEC

YUDHISHTHIRA H A D  TO ACbR.EE. SH A K U N I CAST 
THE D ICE.

LOOK ! I WIN 
A 6A IN .

A JU B ILA N T D U R Y O D H A N A  TU R N ED  TO  PR.AT!KAMI, A SUTA

6 0 ,  BRING 
PRAUPAPI 

H E R E .
>C'«6«y



PR.ftTIKAMI V EN TU RED  (b/N(bERLY IN T O  D RA U PA D /’S  PRESENCE P I P  HE HAVE 
NOTHING ELSE 
TO STAKE f( A KING) STAKIN© H IS W IF E ,

* AWAY ! ALA S HE WAS 
SURELY INTOXICATED WITH DICE

I HAVE C O M E  TO  
TAKE YOU T O  

P U R Y O P H A N A . 
Y O U  HAVE BEEN 
STA K ED  A N D  
L O S T  BY 

Y U P H /S H T H lR A . j

W H E N  PR A T/K A M I C A R R IE D  
D R A U PPiD l’S  Q U E R y  T O  

D U R yO D H A N A  -  i-----------

H E  P I P N ’T . H E  
ST A K E D  A N P  

L O S T  A L L ,

, E V E N  
k H IM S E L F . .

S H E  SH A LL \  
G E T  H E R  

A N S W E R S  
M E R E . G O ,  
P U H S H A S A N A  
B R IN G  H E R  
T O  U S .

©O BACK A N P  
F I N P  O U T  

W H O M  HE LOST 
F IR S T -H IM S E L F  

O R  M E ?T H E N  
I C O M E  T O  
\  TAKE M E .



D U H S H A 5A N H  B R O K E  IN T O  D R PiU PA D J'S CHAMBER

C A S T  A S ID E  Y O U R . MODESTY, 
C O M E ,Y O U  HAVE BEEN 

W O N  BY U S .A C C E P T  A
T H E  K U R U S  A S  Y O U R  j
L O R D S .  _—

PR H U P P iD I TR IED  
T O  R U N  A W flY
b u t  r o a r i n g

W ITH P>N(5ER_ 

D U H S H A S ftN ft 
R A N  A F T E R  H E R .

C O M E  H E R E  

Y O U  S L A V E .

Y U D H IS H T H IR A  I S  B O U N D  BY 
T H E  R U L E S  O F  G A M B L IN G .
H E  IS  B L A M E L E S S .B U T O  WRETC
m y  o t h e r  h u s b a n d s  w i l l  n o

f o r g i v e  y o u .



A S  D U H SH A SA /V A  D R A G G E D  D R A U P flD ! IN , N O T  f t  W O R D  O F  PROTEST^  RC^SE

r  T H E  KURU E L D E R S  HAVE
L O S T  T H E IR  R E A S O N .  ^

W H Y  E L S E  D O  TH EY  L O O K  

SIL E N T L Y  O N  T H IS  GREAT C R IM E ?

A T TH A T M O M E N TW HILE C R Y IN G  THUE> IN  D IS T R E S S  S H E  
C A ST A G L A N C E  A T  H E R  H E L P L E S S

H U S B A N D S . --------------------------------------------------
_ ---------------------  Y U D H IS H T H IR A , L O O K  AT
I  H E R  G L A N C E S  F U L L  O F  M O D E S T Y  
f t  A N D  A N G E R  A N D  K N O W  T H A T  YOUR 

L  ACT W A S A H IG H L Y  IM P R O P E R  O N E

T H E  V E R Y  C L O T H E S  
S H E  IS  W E A R IN G  

B E L O N G  T O  U S  ! A 
S H E  IS  O U R  
S L A V E .

KRISHNA, 
SAVE ME!



FRUSTRATED AND ASHAMED DUHSHASANA SAT 
DOWN. 8HEEMA,
QUIVERING WITH
ANGER,TOO/C 
AN OATH.

I SHALL, IN THE 
BATTLEFI ELD, TEAR 
OPEN THE BREAST 
OF THI5 VILLAIN OF 

THE BHARATA 
RACE, AND DRINK 

HIS LIFE 
BLOOP.

THEN ALL THE A5SE, 
BLED KINGS CENSU 
ED THE SO N S O F  
DHRITHARASH TRA.

ALA5! THE KURl 
HAVE NOT VET 
ANSWERED THI 

QUESTION PUT 
TO THEM.



DUHSHA 5 / )NA TRIED TO D R A 6 DRAUPADI 
AWAY B U T SHE. R E SIST E D ,

0  KURU ELPERS,
1 CANNOT BEAR 
THI5 PERSECUTION 
ANY LON&ER.AM I 
WON OR. N O T ?
I SHALL ABIDE A  

k BY YOUR 
f k  VERDICT. M v

W  O VIRTUOUS GIRL 
ASK FOR A 

^  V  SECOND BOON.

COME PRA U PA Pl, YOU 
ARE WON BY ME.COME

^82®Sr, O  CHASTE DRAUPADI 
ASK FROM ME ANY 
BOON YOU DESIRE.

AT THAT MOMENT JACKALS HOWLED, 
A 5SE S BRAYED AND BIRDS O F  PREY  
SHRIEKED. DHRITHARASHTRA WAS 
ALARMED BY THESE EVIL PORTENTS.

6HEEMA, ARJUNA, 
AND THE TWINS 

BE FREED FROM 
SLAVERY, TOO.

AS SHE WAITED FOR THE VERDICT, 
DURYODHANA BECAME BOLDER..

LET YUDHISHTHIRA BE FREEP 
FROM SLAVERY. LET NOT '
POSTERITY SPEAK OF O U R  SON 
AS BORN O F  A SLAVE.

MARK MY WORPS, 
PURYOPHANA,
I SHALL BREAK 
THAT THIGH IN 
BATTLE... ^

17



I PO NOT COVET 
B O O N S . MY . 

HUSBANDS WILL 
ACHIEVE TH E

LATER. WHEN YUDH/SHTHIRA A PPRO A CH ED  DHR/THARAE>HTRA TO TAKE 
LEAVE O F  H IM -

WHEN D U RY O D H A N A  LE A R N T  O F  TH IS H E  W EN T TO  D H R /TH A R A SH TR A .

O  FA TH ER,TH E PANPAVAS WILL NEVER 
FORGIVE T H E  IN SU LT T O  PRAUPADI . WITH



Y U D H ISH 7H /PA  WAS A W A PE O F  S H A K U N /’S  D E C E P T IO N , STILL H E  CA M E  
BACK- TO  T H E  D IC E .

T H E  L O S E R S  M U S T  S O  IN T O  E X IL E  TO THE 
F O R E S T  F O R  TW ELVE YEARS, A h(D  P A S S  T H E  
T H IR T E E N T H  Y E A R  IN S O M E  IN H A B IT E D  

P L A C E  -  U N R E C O G N I S E D . IF R E C O G N IS E D  
T H E Y  M U S T  R E T U R N  T O  AN E X IL E  O F  
A N O T H E R  T W E L V E  Y E A R S . O N  THE 
E X P IR Y  O F  T H E  T H I R T E E N T H  
Y E A R  T H E  L O S E R  WILL G E T  

BACK. H IS  K I N G D O M .

A S  D R A U P A D I A N D  TH E P A N P A V A S  

L E F T  T H E  H A L L —

O  DRAUPADI,THE DARK 
FORESTS AND HUSBANDS 
IN RAGS ARE N O T  
F O R  Y O U .C H 0 0 5 E  
O N E  A M O N G  U S  
AND STAY H E R E .

& U T  D RA U PA D I U T T E R E D  N O T  A W ORD.



MY BIRTH WAS NOBLE AND 
U N IQ U E . MY H U SB A N D S 
ARE MIGHTY M EN .Y O U  
ARE MY F R IE N D . STILL 

I AM ABUSED T H U 5  AND' J  
V YOU WATCH IN

S IL E N C E . S - . m

AFTER CONSOLING THEIR W EEPING  
MOTHER K U N TI, DRAUPADI AND THE 
PANDAVAS S E T  O U T  
FOR. TH E FO R EST. M  I VOW THAT

THIRTEEN YEARS 
HENCE THE 
WIVES O F 

THOSE VILLAINS 
WILL LAN6UISH 

IN DESOLATE 
WIDOWHOOD.

LORD SURYA BROUGHT Pi <b/FT 
FO R  THE V IRTU O U S PANDAVAS 
AS THEY ENTERED /THE FO R EST, r - 7-77/ FOOD COOKED

IN THIS 
VESSEL WILL BE 
INEXHAUSTIBLE 
AT EACH MEAL 
TILL DRAUPADI 

EATS.

KRISHNA DIVINING THE SAD PLIG H T O F  
THE PANDAVAS, CAM E TO THEM . WHEN 
DRAUPADI SAW  THE COM PASSIONATE  
O N E, SH E PO U RED  O U T  H ER HEART 
TO  HIM .

MOVED BY  H E R  
D IS T R E SS , K RISH N A  
TOOK. A N  O A TH .

THE WIVES OF THOS 
WHO HAVE IN JU R E D  

YOU WILL S U F F E R  
THI5 AGONY. YOU 
SHALL YET REIGN 
AS THE Q U E E N .M ' 

W O R D S  SHALL 
NOT BE IN VAIN.



D O N ’T A L L  T H E S E  
IN S U L T S  H E A P E D  O N  

U S  EVER. M A K E  YOU 
A N G R Y ?  N O W  IS 

T H E  TIME TO  

. U SE O U R  MIGHT. A

DEAR D R A U P A D I, BE 
C O N S O L E D . Y O U R  
H U M IL IA T IO N S  

WILL B E AVEN 
F O U R T E E N  
Y E A R S  FR O M  
N O W .

B U T  D R A U PA D I’£> R A S E  S M O U L D E R E D  O N . O N E  D A Y  IN  TH E F O R E S T -

/ I I

A T TH A T M O M E N T  BHEEIAA SK hH E D  IN  
W RATH.

DRAUPADI IS  R IG H T . T H E  
KAURAVAS M IS T A K E  YOUR MORALITY 
F O R  C O W A R D IC E . L E T  U S  W AGE A 
WAR F O R  O U R  K I N G D O M .

D O  N O T  B E I M P E T U O U S . I T

W O U L D  BE A 6A IN S T  
P H A R M A ,W H IC H  IS 
DIVINE AND SU PERIO R  
T O  LIFE  ITSELF. I 

A G R EED  T O  T H E  

S T A K E S  T H O U G H  
I K N EW  5 H A K U N I



DURVASA A & R EE D  A N D  A RRIV ED  AT THE FOREST.

WE WILL COM E.LET 
DRAUPADI HAVE 
A G O O D  MEAL 
READY FO R  U S . >

WELCOME.O 
REVERED SAGE 
COME BACK 
A FTER YOUR 
ABLUTIONS 
AND PRAYER. , 
AT T H E  A
RIVER M
Y O N D E R . /% £ .

M ANY WERE THE SA & E S W H O  V/SIT E D  THE 
PANDA VAS IN  TH E FO R E ST . DRAUPAD/ F E D  ALL 
O F  THEM TAKING) CARE TO B E  THE LA ST TO EAT.

PLEA 5E GO  WITH YOUR 
1 0 , 0 0 0  DISCIPLES A N D  
SEEK THE HOSPITALITY 

OF YUDHISHTHIRA, 
WHEN DRAUPADI 

HAS FINISHED 
EATING H ER 

M EAL.

0  KING, WHAT CAN
1 D O  FO R  YOU . 
IN R E T U R N ? V t

THE HAPPINESS O F THE 
PANDAVAS IN  EXILE 
RO U SED  THE ENVY O F  
DURYODHANA. H E  
PLOTTED AGAINST THEM

PURVASA THE ILL 
TEM PERED SAGE 
WILL S O O N  
BE H E R E .
I C O U L D  
U S E  HIM.

\ ------------------7“
DURVASA CAME AND WAS PLEASED WITH DURYODHANA'S LAVISH HOSPITALIT



D RA U PA D I W AS A G H A ST.

K R IS H N A , Y O U  

M U S T  SA V E 
M E F R O M  
DU R VASA’S  
W R A T H .

DRAUPADI WAS M ISERABLE..

I HAVE J U S T  
T O L D  Y O U  -  

T H E R E  IS
N O  f o o p !



THUS DRAUPADI WITH KRISHNA’S  
HELP THWARTED DUPYODHANA's ATTEMPT TO HARASS THEM.

THE YEARS PA SSED . AT LAST THE THIRTEENTH AND THE MOST DIFFICULT 
YEAR CAME R O U N D .

WE SHALL SPEND 
THIS YEAR IN THE 
SERVICE OF KIN© 
VIRATA. I WILL (SO 
AS KANKA,AN 
EXPERT IN DICE.

WE WILL TEND 
HI& HOR5ES AND 

GRAZE HIS COWS.

I WILL 
6 0  AS A 
DANCE 
TEACHER

SO  IN  THEIR RESPECTIVE 
&U ISES DRAUPADI AND THE 
PANDAVAS SOUGHT AND 
SECURED SERVICE IN THE 
PALACE O F VIRATA.
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I A M  T H E  
WIFE O F  FIVE 

M I6 H T Y  

0A N D H A R V A S

SH A L L
TRY.

<bO T O  KEECHAKA 

A N D  BRING ME 
S O M E  W I N E .

I A M  T H IR S T Y . >

TEN  M O N T H S H A D  P A S S E D  W HEN  
K EECH A K A , THE Q U E E N ’S  BROTHER. , WAS 
S M IT T E N  BY T H E  B E A U T Y  O F  D R A U PA D I.

W H O  
O W N S  
Y O U  ?

B U T  T H IS D ID  N O T  D A M PE N  

K EECH A K A 'S A R D O U R .

THE R E JE C T E D  KEECHAKA A P P E A L E D S IS T E RTO H IS

IT IS EITHER ^  
SAIRANDHRI 

DR. D E A T H , 
- O R  ME. HATCH
A P L O T

S U D H E 5 H N A
I^ERS E N DTO

T O ME

K EECH A K A  L E F T  

A N D  S U D E S H N A  
S E N T  F O R  

D R A U PA D I.

TO Y O U R  
BEA U TY . BE 

MY W IF E .

B EW A R E! 

O  S O N  O F  
A S U T A . I AM 

D EA R T O  MY 
H U S B A N D S . 

IF E N R A 6 E D  

THEY WILL 

KILL Y O U .



w m n

DRAUPAD/ WAS ALARM ED 5ENT BY ME 
HE WON’T 

DARE T 0 .6 C  
WITHOUT 

FEAR.

O QUEEN, HE 15 
SURE TO MOLE5T 

ME. v

/) TR.EM8L/N6 DRAUPADI ST O O D  B EFO R E KEECHAKA. O  GENTLE
---------------- ------------------------------------ 7 ------------------------------- O N E , LET

I I THE QUEEN HA5 \ OTHERS TAKE
\ S E N T  ME TO YOU / IT TO HER. YOU 
\  FO R  S O M E  /  COME AND SIT 

I B  W INE. A NEAR M E ...

DRAUPADI TURNED A N D  FLED

OF WHAT 
USE IS THE ] |  
PROWESS OF ^  
MY HUSBANDS 
WHEN THEY 
CANNOT-PROTECT 
ME FROM SUCH 1 
INSULTS. A
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KEECHAKA CAU&HT U P WITH HER. AND KICKED HER. IN  THE PRESEN CE O F
ALL .YUDH/SHTH/RA AS KANKA WAS H E L PL E SS. F---------------------------- \ •
---------------------------- - -------------------------------- Y7---- ™ ie> SUFFERING I

i B k  ' ! 60 TO THE QUEEN, [ SHOULD BE THEIRS. ‘ jm .
<  ■ H |  SAIRANDHRI.THE /  THE ELDEST OF

©ANDHARVAS /  THEM GAMBLING 2
|  X  a WILL LOOK /  AWAY WHILE M j j g p

\  m S B l l  AFTER YOU. I PRACTISE PIETY! /f>

THAT N I6H T DRAUPADI WENT TO BHEEMA WITH YUDHISHTHIRA 
FOR A HUSBAND 

L I WILL NEVER BE 
k FREE OF GRIEF.
|V THE INSULT AFTER 
I k  THE GAME OF 

DICE STILL 
RANKLES IN ME

W  MY 
r  PRIN

CESS, 
YOU 

HAVE 
ENDURED 

MUCH. .

BHEEMA! ^  
YOU SLEEP 
LIKE A DEAD 
ONE EVEN 
WHEN YOUR 
WIFE HAS 
BEEN INSULT
ED BY A CAD.

r H U S H ! 
PATIENCE,DEAR ONE 

WE WILL SOON FREE 
YOU FROM GRIEF.



BUT EVEN 
I CANNOT 
ENDURE, WHEN 
MY WEAK 
HUSBANDS /  
WATCH ME / N .  
BEING

KICKED ^s/ J  Ml 
BY A ✓ U w p m  

5UTA. \ L  ^

I WILL KILL KEECHAKA THIS 
VERY NIGHT. AGREE TO MEET 
HIM TONIGHT IN THE DARK, 
EMPTY, DANCE-HALL.LEAVE 
THE R EST TO M E . ^

AT THAT MOMENT
I WANTED TO 
RAZE THIS 
Kl NGDOM TO 
THE GROUND, 

BUT 
YUDHISHTHIRA 
FORBADE ME 

BY A
GLANCE.

AM I TO BE 
SACRIFICED FOR 
THE SAKE OF 
THAT ADDICT 
TO DICE ?

DRAUPADI, 
RENOUNCE 

YOUR WRATH. 
IF YUDHISHTHIRA 
HEARS SUCH 
RE8UKE5 FROM 

YOU,HE WILL 
GIVE UP 
HIS LIFE.

IT WAS ALMOST DAWN WHEN AN 
ENRA6ED BHEEMA WIPED HER. 
TEARS.

0  BHEEMA! KEECHAKA IS 
BENT O N  VIOLATING M E .
1 ENTREAT YOU -  KILL 

THE WRETCH AND PROVE 
MY THREATS TO HIM.



DRAUPADI D /D  A S  S H E  WAS TO LD . BHEEM A  
LAY IN  WAIT. TH E M OM ENT KEECHAKA ENTERED-

DRAUPADI 
WILL NOW  

KNOW 

PEACE.

SHAME O N  THE SK ILLED  
ARCHER A R JU N A  AND 

SHAME O N  T H E  
M ISH TY  BHEEMA THAT 

k DURYODHANA IS
STILL ALIVE- /

THE FO U R TE EN TH  YEAR 
CAME R O U N D . B U T  
D U RY O D H A N A  R E FU SE D  
TO SU R R E N D E R  EV E N  

FIV E VILLAGES, LEAVE 
A LO N E TH E K IN G D O M . 
W HILE TH E PANDA VAS 
W ERE PL A N N IN G  /
THEIR N E X T  M OVE  
DRAUPADI TU R N ED  k 
TO K R IS H N A .

TH IR T E E N  Y E A R S HAVE
I W AITED K E E PIN G  THE 
E M B E R S  O F  R E V E N G E  

G L O W IN G  IN  - _ ^  
M Y H E A R T !

THEN OVERCOM E BY EM O TIO N  
S H E  W EPT A LO U D . I--------------

O  KRISHNA ! T H E SE  \  

T R E S S E S  WERE SEIZED 
BY DUHSHASANA. I WILL 
K NOW  N O  PEACE TILL 
H IS H A N D S  A R E J
R IP P E D  O F F . S .



KRISHNA WAS QUICK TO ASSURE HER.

WAR WAS DECLARED BETW EEN THE PANPAVAS 
AND THE KAURAVAS - A  WAR. THAT LASTED 
EIGHTEEN LONG) DAYS. O N  THE BATTLEFIELD
BHEEfAA ATTACKED i--------------------^ -----------------
DUHSHASANA AND  / T ^
&R.OKE HIS LIMBS. ( 4 )

THIS FOR DRA66IN6 
DRAUPADI BY THE HAIR 
AND ATTEMPTING TO 

DISROBE HER.

I WILL S O O N  REDEEM 
MY OTHER PLEDGE 
BY BREAKING THE 
THISH O F A
DURYODHANA. M p

m m .:

THE BATTLE RAGED ON. WITH THE SKILFUL 
MANOEUVRING O F  KRISHNA, THE VICTORY 
O F THE PANDAVAS BECAME A CERTAINTY.

O DRAUPADI,YOU 
WILL SEE YOUR 
ENEMIES KILLED 

AND YOUR 
HUSBANDS 
REINSTATED.



DURYODHANA
YUPHISHTHIRA MADE  

A MISTAKE IN  
STAKING THE  

VICTORY ON THIS
D UEL. V

3HEEM A A N D  DURYODHANA B O T H  M t&H TY  W ARRIORS, 
FO U G H T LONG) A N D  H A RD .

F BHEEMA  
POES NOT KILL  

H /M  S O O N  
DURYODHANA WILL 

RETAIN THE KINGDOM.

AS IN TEN D ED  BHEEMA 
HEARD T H IS . THE 
M EM ORY O F  TH E  
GREAT O U TRA G E  
CAME VIVIDLY TQ  
H!£> M IN D .

YOU DARED 
INSULT 

DRAUPADI 
IN T H E  

ASSEMBLY 
BECAUSE

I WAS 
H E L PL E SS-



THEN THE VICTORIOUS PANDAVAS VUDHISHTHIRA BECAME THE EMPEROR. AND
BLEW THEIR CONCHES. BHEEMPt'S 
OATHS HAD BEEN CARRIED OUT. 
KRISHNA'S PROMISE TO 
DRAUPADI WAS FULFILLED.

DRAUPADI ONCE M ORE THE CHER/5HED QUEEN  
OF POWERFUL 
VIRTUOUS 
KIN <35.

HE LO O K ED  U P  AND SAW KRISHNA SL A P HIS THIGH.

BHEEMA TOOK  
THE CUE.

TODAY WILL 
I BREAK THAT 
THI©H. TODAY 
WILL I 
FULFIL 
MY VOW.
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