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JvVeri)e’s
WouCcCyou go tHe ends o f the ‘Earth, descend to the very 6owels o f the 
'Underworld, see^the assistance o f your arch enemies in order to save that which is 
most important to you? W ould  you defy the very (jods to save your mother?
I f  your answer is yes, then within you exists in emhryo the Hindu god Cjaruda. Tor 
(jaruda is perhaps most ̂ nownfor the dramatic journey he emharhgdon once upon a time 
to rescue his mother from deep within the 'Underworld. A nd even once he successfully 
achieved his goal, it was some o f his fellow (jods that chased him in an effort to stop him. 
So great was his desire and his intention that not even they could deter him.

!



The story o f Cjaruda, like many others that exist in the vast vauCt o f Indian mythology, 
is rife with emotions that are often considered most unhoCy-from rage to dishonesty to 
vengeance. The very (jods that are the uphoCders o f morality are the same beings that 
often conspire against one another, ally with evildoers, and immerse themselves in the 
most sinister sacrilege. I t often reminds me o f another race that I  know, one that is 
capable o f the most glorious achievements, that devises civilizations with the greatest 
ethics and ideals, but inexplicably descends into malice, darkness, and vice and tramples 
upon those very codes. That race, so reflective o f the complexity o f a ll the various Qods 
in the Jfindu pantheon and the many forces and archetypes they represent, is o f course 
our own, the human race. A nd  the story ofQaruda, like so many others from the Indian 
canon, is a great allegory o f ourselves.
(But backj-o Cjaruda and his quest to voyage 6eyond the boundaries o f ordinary existence 
to salvage that which is most precious to him, no matter the price. I t is certainly one o f 
the most resonant o f plots amongst the divine myths andyet it chronicles an emotion that 
can only be qualified as most human. A nd  perhaps that is the most enduring message that 
we can take away from this story, from the following pages, that ultimately what is most 
precious to us, that elevates us to the realm o f the gods, is our humanity.
‘Enjoy the read.
Deepa/^Chopra 
(December 2007
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THE SNAKES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

MY ENEMY. EVEN THOUGH WE SHARE 
A COMMON BOND, A DISTANT 

FAMILIAL TIE, TODAY THEY HAVE 
MADE THEIR HOSTILITIES OPEN.

I  FBBL AN ANGER 
RISE IN ME AS I  
SEE HER PLIGHT.

BOUND BY 
THE SLITHERING 

REPTILES...





THE CRAFTY SNAKE'S 
TIGHTEN THEIR ©RIP 

ON MY MOTHER'S 
THROAT THREATENING 

TO STRANGLE HER.

■  SSSON O F VINEETA, V  
^  MIGHTY WARRIOR GARUDA ’ '*■8 

IF YOU WISSSH TO SSSAVE YOUR 
MOTHER FROM OUR KEEP, BRING USSS 
FROM SSVARGA, THE SSSTRONGHOLD 
, O F THE G O DSSS, THE VAT OF 

AMRIT, THE NECTAR OF 
‘ Y # -_  , ,  IMMORTALITY. • .  .« -** '{  v  /

... AND I  
NEGOTIATE.

A WARRIOR MUST NOT 
ONLY FIGHT BATTLES, 
BUT ALSO KEEP THE 

WAR IN MIND.

COUSINS, I  PROMISE 
W  YOU I  SHALL BRING THE VAT ^  

O F AMRrr HERE. BUT IF EVEN THE 
TINIEST O F HAIRS ON MY MOTHER IS 

HARMED, THEN I  ALSO PROMISE 
THAT I  SHALL BRING THE FURY OF 
A THOUSAND BURNING SUNS UPON 

YOU AND SHALL NOT REST TILL .
L  THE la s t  o f  y o u r  k in d  h a s  A

BEEN EXTERMINATED,

THE SON 
WINS FOR 

THE MOMENT.

THE NECTAR O F IMMORTALITY IN 
THE SNAKES HANDS SHALL SPELL 

DOOM FOR CREATION. BUT I  
MUST FIRST LOOK TO SAVE MY 

MOTHER THE DHARMA O F A SON 
AND THE CODE O F THE WARRIOR 

COLLIDE IN MY HEART.



NOVEMBER IS NATIONAL 
HOMELESS YOOTH 
AWARENESS MONTH

OVER A MILLION YOUNG PEOPLE ARE LIVING 
ON AMERICA’S STREETS TODAY
Join Virgin Mobile USA, American Eagle Outfitters and Levi Strauss Signature to help 
bring a little comfort to these homeless youth.

and a piece of clothing will be donated to a homeless or at risk 
youth, all for the cost of a  standard text message.

Want to make an even bigger difference?

The RE*Generation is a Virgin initative supporting incredible organizations that help some 
of the most marginalized young people in America.

virginunite.com/theregeneration

; d

TEXT KARMA’ TO 68405

Make a difference, join the movement visit



IT SOAR© ABOVE ALL OTHER 
STRUCTURES IN CREATION, A 

LOFTY TESTIMONY TO THE SKILL 
OP VGHWAKARMA, THE ARCHITECT OP 
THE SO DS. I  FEEL MY WINGS STRAIN 
AS I  TRY TO ASCEND, MARVELING AT 
THE FEAT O F THE DIVINE ARCHITECT 

IN BUILDING THIS.

THE TOWER IS SAID TO 
BE PROTECTED BY MYSTICAL 

SPELLS, RINGS OF PROTECTION 
CRAFTED BY THE GODS 

THEMSELVES.

THE AMRIT IS PLACED 
IN A STRONGHOLD IN 
SVARGA, THE ABODE 

O F THE GODS.

IN 6IR6HANCHAL, 
THE ETHEREAL WHITE 
TOWER OP ETERNITY.



VISHWAKARMA HAD 
CALLED UPON THE MIGHTY1 

GOD OF FLAME6VKSV/, 
FOR THE FIRST DEFENCE.

THE ABILITY TO 
GENERATE FIRE..

...AND THE 
STRENGTH TO 

CONSUME IT TOO.

THE FIRST DEFENSE 
IS  NULLIFIED. THE INFERNO 

THAT IS  JWALAMUKM, 
THE LAKE OF FIRE IS 

PLACATED...



...IF  ONLY FOR 
A Few MOMENTS.

A HINT OF 
BLUSTER SWELLS 

IN MY CHEST.

...A S  I  REALIZE THE 
INGENUITY OF THE 

DIVINE DESIGNER OF 
THESE DEFENSES.

FIRST, MY 
ESCAPE ROUTE 

IS  CUT OFF.

...AND THEN, 
THE TRAP IS 

SPRUNG.





BOTH MY SOUL AND 
MY HIPS HAVE BEEN 

TEMPERED BY THE HEAT 
OF MANY BATTLES.

I  HAVE HAD THE 
SHARPEST OF SWORDS 
SHATTER AGAINST THE 

FLINT OF MY SKIN.
BUT THESE WHIRLING 

BLADES OF FURY ARE 
FORGED OF THE HEAVENLY 

&PAT, A STEEL THAT 
CAN REND THE HEART 

OF P/AMONP6.

. . . I  CALL UPON 
EVERY IOTA OF 
MY STRENGTH 

AND FLY...



■HOB



NAGANTflK, HALF-SERPENT, 
HALF-EEAST, THE GODS 
CHOSE THIS CHIMERAL 

MONSTROSITY TO 
GUARD THE NECTAR OF 

EVERLASTING LIFE.





...AND RELEASE IT ON 
THE CHIMERAL SENTINEL.

I  TURN ITS GREATEST 
STRENGTH INTO A WEAKNESS. 

NOW, IT CANNOT USE ITS 
FIERY VENOM BREATH 

WITHOUT BURNING ITSELF.

T IS  INDEED TRUE. THE 
MIGHTIER THEY ARE, 

THE HARDER THEY FALL.

THE CHALLENGES 
HAVE BEEN MET 

AND SURPASSED.



...AMRIT, THE 
NECTAR OP GODS, 

THE ELIXIR OF 
IMMORTALITY.



i  f e e l
DISTURBANCE IN THE U  

FABRIC O F THE UNIVERSE ^  
AS I  READY MYSELF TO ■  

DEPART WITH THE VAT 
OF AMRIT.

IMMORTALITY TILL 
NOW HAS BEEN THE 

RIGHT O F GODS 
ONLY...

...AND I  FEEL A TINY 
TINGE OF GUILT AT MY 
ACTIONS AS I  SPEED 
OFF TO RESCUE MY 

MOTHER.



•gsPgS*
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A BOLT OF 
LIGHTNING SERVE© 

AS A WARNING...

...PROM 4KR&7, THE KING I  
OF GODS AND RULER OF 1 

SVARGA WIELDING HIS 1 
MIGHTY VAJM , THE 

WEAPON OF THUNDER. I

^  HALT/ ~  
GARUPA, SON 
. OF VINEETA. ^



VOU LEAVE 
US NO CHOICE, 
. GARUDA. S O  BE ^  

IT, KINS O F 
. G O P S . s

I  KNOW THE ODDS 
WERE AGAINST ME, BUT 

STILL, I  CANNOT GIVE UP, 
FOR MY MOTHER'S LIFE 

DEPENDS ON THIS.

inpra ,
KINS O F  
SO PS...

SON O F  
v/Neera...

STAY YOUR 
WEAPONS.

LORD INDRA,
I  HAVE LONG WATCHED THIS 

MIGHTY AVIAN WARRIOR AND I  
KNOW OF HIM TO BE A WORTHY 
s . CHAMPION OF PHARMA. ^



I  SUSPECT HE 
JUST CAUSE FOR HIS 

ACTIONS WHICH I  AM SURE HE 
SHALL EXPLAIN IF GIVEN 

h—  THE CHANCE. ^

THAT IS INDEEP TRUE,
V  KING OF 60DS. MY MOTHER i  

LOST A WAGER SHE MADE WITH 
MPRU, THE MOTHER OF SNAKES 
L AND THE SERPENTS DEMAND . 
-  THE AMRIT VAT AS A  
i f f c  RANSOM.

YOU HAVE PUT 
US IN A QUANDRY, 
^  GARUDA. .

BUT PERHAPS THERE 
r  IS A WAV OUT. WE CAN LET YOU N  

TAKE THE VAT IF YOU PROMISE US 
THAT YOU SHALL NOT LET THE SNAKES 
DRINK FROM IT AND THAT ONCE YOU 
HAVE RESCUED YOUR MOTHER YOU 

. WILL ERINS IT BACK TO US . 
WITHOUT SPILLING sA  

A DROP.

I  PROMISE 
AS MUCH, LORD 

INDRA. ^

1

ANOTHER PROMISE 
MADE MEANS THE 

PATH I  WALK ON GOT 
EVEN NARROWER.

BUT I  FEEL MY FOOTING 
GET SURER AS THE 
INKLING O F A PLAN 
FORMS IN MY MIND.



SHORTLY.

^  COUSINS,
I  HAVE KEPT MY 
. PROMISE... .

WHERE ISSS 
THE AMRIT?

“ ...AND IT 
IS  TIME YOU 
HONORED 

YOURS. ^

I  PROMISED I  ^  
SHALL BRING IT HERE 
AND THUS I  HAVE. IT 

AWAITS YOU THERE ON 
^  THAT MOUND. ^

THE SNAKES 
SLITHER OFF HUNGRILY 

IN A MAD DASH FOR 
IMMORTALITY, RUSHING 
TOWARDS THE ELIXIR.

r  MOTHER, ”  
IT IS  OVER 

NOW. YOU ARE 
^  FREE. A

^ e flR U D fl... MY S O N ..r^  
WHAT... HAVE.,, YOU.., DONE? 
THE SNAKES...WITH AMRIT... 
THEIR EVIL,..SHAU...KNOW  

NO BOUNDS... ^

HAVE FAITH, 
MOTHER .



BEFORE LETTING THE SNAKES 
KNOW WHERE THE AMRIT WAS, I  
HAD COVERED THE HILLOCK WITH 

DRIED KU6HA LEAVES, THE SHARP 
EDGES O F WHICH BIT INTO THE SOFT 

BODIES O F THE SNAKES TRYING 
TO SLITHER PAST THEM.

I  NEEDED TO SLOW 
THEM DOWN TO MAKE 
SURE I  FULLFILLED MV 

SECOND PROMISE 
MADE TO THE GODS.

IT SEEMS MV 
CALCULATIONS HAD 

VERY LITTLE MARGIN 
FOR ERROR.

I  FLY AS FAST AS 
I  CAN AND SNATCH 

THE AMRIT AWAY.

FINALLY I  BREATHE 
EASY. I  HAVE KEPT 

BOTH MY PROMISES.
--- -



THE SON 
HAS 0 9 K S 7  HIS 

MOTHER.

THE WARRIOR 
HAS KEPT HIS 

OATH.

THE PHARMA OF 
BOTH HAS BEEN 

UPHELD.



Here’s the chance to do more than just play... 
you could actually earn money doing what you love...
Learn More At:

www.video-game-education.com

http://www.video-game-education.com


MY APOLOGIES, 
r  LORD INDRA, FOR STEALING 

THE AMRIT. I  RETURN IT WITH 
MY SINCEREST APOLOGIES, 

SO  THAT IT MAY EE RESTORED 
TO ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE 

^  IN THE TOWER OF a 
6/R6HANCHAL.

GARUDA, WE A R E ^ ^ |  
r  INDEED IMPRESSED BY N  

YOUR VALOR AND INTEGRITY. 
WE WOULD BE HONORED IF YOU 

WOULD CHOOSE TO SERVE 
^  WITHIN THE RANKS OF A  
^ ^ H E A V E N ' S  H O S T . ^ ^

T  NOTHING CAN ^  
MAKE ME HAPPIER 

KING O F GODS. BUT 
I  HAVE SOMETHING 

. ELSE I  MUST DO A 
^  FIRST... _  A

A TRUE 
WARRIOR NEVER 

FORGETS HIS 
ALLIES...

...FO R  BATTLES 
ARE NOT ALWAYS 

DECIDED BY 
MIGHT ALONE.



THE JOURNEY OF THE 
WARRIOR OFTEN TAKES 

HIM ONTO THE NARROWEST 
OF PATHS.







(c)2007 V C S F  LLC. All rights reserved.





1"’ *  CREATE A COMIC BOOK 
U  WITH MIKE CAREY

J k
(  Writer of X-Men and Weston a Nicolas Cage’s IfOOdOO Child )

m

COALITION COM IX are original cemlc books created from 
a blank canvas by youi Story Master Mike Carey will 
presont the Coalition with a decision to make- and let you decide 
the course of this cemlc with your votosl -3
Become a friend and get comic book badges from our profile!

..VS*

Vote Now, Vote Often
myspace.com/coalitloBcomix

YOU ARE IN CONTROL!
^m yspace.com .

comic book/
M u ll* !  .

www.ulrgincomics.com

http://www.ulrgincomics.com



