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Overview of the Program
Schedule:

If used for only one day, the activities can be the focus in the morning, and the general festival
celebration in the afternoon and evening. Each festival can be the focus for a five -day week,
with a concentration each day on one of the five most potent items of devotional service as re-

lated to that festival. This program is flexible and can be used in other ways. For example, it is

entirely possible to take one item of devotional service and concentrate on it for more than one

day, or even an entire week so that this guide could provide more than a month worth of activi-

ties.

Uses:

{For children being home -schooled to enrich the devotional part of the program

{For regular academic schools that are related to K 0 y tbriciousness
fForonce -aawe ek school s, childrenfds clubs, and similar supp
IFor children in non -devotee schools as a supplementary program in the morning or evening

Organization of the material:

JFirst, there is background information for teachers with limited knowledge of the tradition
fiSecond, there is a simplified (primary level) version of a story associated with the festival that
can be read to the children. Three detailed (secondary level) versions are also provided. The
version from Bhagavatam, Gopala -campu, or Ananda -vandavana-campu can be read to primary
students, also.
fThird, there is the educational focus in three parts: Learning Aims, what children will accom -
plish by the end of this unit, and assessing how well the aims have been achieved.
Some parents and teachers may find these brief ideas to be sufficient for them to develop their
own additional activities.
fFourth, there are lists of suggested activities for children of various ages. There are also gen-
eral suggestions for mixed age groups.
JFifth, there are pages of resources  fi such as songs and prayers, where to find stories in scrip-
ture, pictures to color, Internet links, and so forth, to assist with the suggested activities.
fSixth, there are suggestions for how the study of this festival may be related to other areas of
Study, such as Religious Education, Geography, etc.
TSixth, there is description of a general celebration of the festival

Explanation of the Three  -part Educational Focus at the Top of each Page of Activities:

fLearning Aims: A very general idea of the goal from the perspective of the adult who is guiding
the learning

fWhat children will accomplish by the end of this unit: A very general idea of the goal from the
perspective of the children

fAssessing how well the aims have been achieved: Specific and measurable ways in which the
adult can decide how well the aims have been achieved.

Experienced teachers will note that the range of activities for each section demands more gen-
eral ideas of assessment criteria than would be used for a lesson centered around one or two
activities. Teachers may want to write up more focused aims, intentions, objectives, and assess-
ment criteria which will correspond to the specific activities they choose.

Please note that this is the first printinfpedback is welcome and wanted to improve later editions



Symbols and Links

Symboals:

This symbol: ’
means that all or some resources for the activity are included in this guidebook

This symbol: N
means that the activity requires resources not included in this guide to be gathered in advance

Links:

After some activities there are words in parenthesis indicating a link to another part of the cur-
riculum.

Examples:

Activities can link to the Avanti School Religious Education program (RE) or to their Philosophy

and Ethics program (humility, empathy, self -discipline, respect, integrity, courage, gratitude) or to
their Faith Themes and Concepts (such as: varnasrama, maya, time and space, karma, etc.)

See the next three pages for the areas of values and philosophy to which activities in this book
will link

We do not list all possible links.



Symbols and Links: 21 Core Concepts

Over | # EAEOA O! AE béddedaOAOOOAS ¢
arching | Philosophy inconceivable simultaneous oneness and difference
1. Atman (the eternal self) and Brahman (spirit)
The Self . .
1 L 2. Reincarnation and Moksha
(spirit)
3. The Law of Karma
4. The Three Gunasnd Prakriti (matter)
The World ;
2 D 5. Maya (the world as illusory)
6. Time and space
7. God in Three Placesgverywhere, within and withou
3 e 8. God with and withoutformj A1 OT OOEA [ AT U
(the Divine) _ _ _
9. Rasatheology (loving relationships)
10. Dharma
11. Varnashramadharma (worldly duties)
A Dharma 12. SanatanaDharma (spiritual duties)
(moral duty) 13. Mind and Sense Control
14. Sources of authority (holy people, sacred texts and inner
voice)
O1T A Ci Al h zithdpatds oPAOE 06
Spiritual 15. Selfless Action
5 Practices 16. Knowledge and Wisdom
(Linking with -
the Divine) 17. Yoga and Meditation
18. Devotional service (worship)
19. Yukta-vairagya (engaging all material things in divine
service)
Acting in . o
6 this World 20. Ahimsa and Vegetarianism

21.

Sadhusanga (keeping good company, the association of
saints)

1 This central concept attempts to resolve tensions between worldejection and world-
affirmation, avoiding the polarities of thoughtless enjoyment and dy renunciation.



Symbols and Links: 21 Core Concepts and Six Values

2. Self 3. . 6.
1L (STEy discipline | Respect == =gl 2, CollEgE Gratitude
Sources Dharma (1) Dharma (2)
Atman Yoga and of values and Knowledge & | action and
(eternal self) | Meditation Authorit self Wisdom social
y development contribution
Godin 3 . .

. Godin 3 Godin 3
Bhakti-yoga Selfless Places (3 Maya Places (2) Places (1)
(love and : beyond, ) e

. Action (lllusion) within the Everywhere
service) as a .
heart in nature
person
The Law of Yukta- Santana
Reincarnation | The Three | Time and vairagya Dharma
Karma : .
+ Moksha Gunas space ... | dealing with andseva
acountability i
the world service
Mind and God Rasa
Ahimsa + sense (with and Sadhusanoa Varnashrama- | theology
vegetarianism control without 98| Dharma and loving

form)

relationships




Symbols and Links: Six Values and Over -arching Humility

Of fers respect to all | Doe
Over attitude / _
. Aware of own shortcomings / Understands own talents as G
arching . :
Humility given / Admits .
mi st akes /| Reflexive [ Doe
destiny
Empathic / Kind and Caring / Loving / Considerate/
Compassionate / Forgiving /
1 | Empathy Sharing/ Sympathetic /Amiable / Sel€cepting /Builds rapport
with others /
Concerned for animals and environment / Naolent / Sees the
real self within
Well-mannered / Selfontrolled / Disciplined / Punctual / Patien
Grave /
2 Self- Enjoys stillness, reflection, prayer and meditation / Introspecti
discipline | Discerning
Clean /Neat + tidy / Conscientious /Has foresight /Avoids
compulsive habits
Likes and respects self / Polite / Wb#haved /Courteous to all
and elders/
3 | Respet Respects other faiths +cultures / Aptly treats private and pub
property /
Acknowledges others needs, beliefs + boundaries / Sees the
divine everywhere
Honeg / Truthful / Keeps promises / Responsible / Reliable / L
| Reflexive /
, Admits and rectifies mistakes / Content / Satisfied / Fulfilled /
4 | Integrity .
Magnanimous/
Authentic / Autonomous / Possesses-saifth / Keeps appropria
company
Seltassured Seltreliant / Has esteem (in self, family and
tradition) / Confident
51c Meets own needs / Creative / Innovative / Leadership in grou
ourage | 4 o
ptimistic /
Motivated / Determined / Perseverant / Fearless / Curious /
Inquisitive
Says 0t hCelelkatey liteUAPpreciative of life; of parent
teachers;
6 | Gratitude of beauty; of othersoé talent
nature/
Reciprocates with others / caperative / Joyful / Playful /
Humorous




The Most Important Point

The following letter from ér+la Prabhupdéda i
sential when training young children in ser.\y
°Yes, the proof of your teaching method shal

enthusiasm exhibited by the children. If they are allowed to worship the Deity by practicing
performing aratrika very seriously, plus always be engaged in different various activities cen-
tered around Kodéyua, then their education wi/l
al ways be instructed by taking advantage of

(ér <+l a Prabheaupoda | etter: 72

All of us have some sensory input that triggers an emotional and physio-
logical reaction f pleasant or unpleasant. For example, certain smells,
foods, places, songs, and so forth exert such a powerful influence that

we find ourselves almost reliving the original association. Something be-
comes a trigger for a physiological reaction either through one very
strong incident or frequently repeated weaker ones. Each of us tends to
avoid things which have become negative triggers and surround our-
selves with things that are positive triggers.

When our pupils become adults, what will the various aspects of festivals
trigger in them? Will they associate k  ¥tana, Deity worship, and the other
activities with fun, love, friendship, safety, and adventure? Will their as-
sociation be blasé and neutral? Or will thoughts of k “ftana or a festival
trigger feelings of embarrassment, discomfort, or boredom?

Think of the various aspects of festival learning and participation that
can act as triggers for our pupils. They are: the time, the place, the mu-
sic, chanting, the specific festivals, or some of the activities. We cannot
possibly control all the factors that might cause some of these to be-
come negative triggers, but we can surely make a deliberate attempt for
them to be only positive ones!



Spiritual Holidays

A break from routine, a special mark on the calendar, a day that can ab-

sorb a childés mind for weeks or more bef@Wehand.
help children become absorbed in pleasing Him. The calendar of the Hare K oy thoRte-

ment overflows with days to celebrate. Major festivals commemorate the divine birth,

or appearance, of K 0 Y @na His incarnations. Other festivals celebrate K oy '$l pas-

times and the anniversaries of the appearance and passing of pure devotees of the
Lord.

Unfortunately, we might neglect to take full advantage of the intense spiritual effect

KOy Ganscious holidays can have on a childdés |ife
may pass by unnoticed, or there may be only a scriptural reading geared to an adult audi-

ence. Adults may even plan events mostly for adults. Children come to the adult gather-

ing, but they simply learn that a holiday means being bored, or running and playing wildly.

How can our children find the spiritual highlights of their lives in festivals?

Putting on a play about the holiday is exciting for children. They love rehears-
ing, dressing up, and getting on stage. And they love pleasing the adults, who enjoy the
plays in spite of (and to some extent because of) the imperfections. Older children can
spend many weeks striving for professional results. They can also write or adapt a script,
buy costumes and make -up, create the soundtrack, and so on. Children can also prepare
a dramatic reading related to the holiday. Such readings require far less work for the
adults directing the show, and absorb the chil dr e
duction.

Every year at the Govardhana Puja festival, honoring Lord K 0 y '§1liffing
of Govardhana Hill, our students make a small hill of paper maché over wire and bal-
loons. We paint it and decorate it with plants, streams, pools, plastic or clay animals, and
so on. (We make the pools from mirrors and the streams from tinsel over tin foil). One
year, to celebrate Rathayatra each student made his or her own cart from a shoe box
and cardboard. Wedve al so made di or e tasdayiprosi de b
ject: writing about the festival and then mounting and decorating the poem or essay.

To celebrate the appearance of Lord Varaha, the Lord as a giant boar who
|l i fted the earth with His tusks, the children pl
Some years we have groups of students make a picture of Varaha and the earth and
then play the game with the best picture. Last year our grown daughter drew Varaha,
and the students competed for the best earth drawing. Then, blindfolded, each of us
tried to tape the earth as close as possible to t
awaited the winner.

Children | o\Se+-R® m@ioongy lbord Ramadés appear a
whatever songs and prayers relate to the incarnation or event we are celebrating. Some-
times we make copies of a song in Devanagari, the original Sanskrit alphabet, to have the
children practice their Sanskrit while they learn the prayer.



: What is more fun for a child than a story? But so often we adults just read,
without expression or explanation, from a book written for adults. If we dramatize a
little, have lively questions and answers, and concentrate on the story line, children will
be entranced. Today we also have many K 0 Y tor&cious stories on audio and video
tape.

: Children can decorate the temple, help with cooking
a feast, and do extra cleaning at home or at the temple. If they worship a Deity of the
Lord, they can make Him a special flower garland or a new outfit, or decorate His altar
with flowers. Older children can help in many ways at the temple.

: Fasting may not sound like fun for a child, but most children delight in per-
forming some austerity forK 0 Y .many festival days call for fasting, either until noon
or the evening. | generally ask children under age seven to eat, even if they want to fast.

I encourage children over ten to try the
stick to it. Children remember with fondness the first Janmastami they fasted until mid-
night.

: We can find many more ways to include children in holidays. The
real key is the mood of the adults. We need to remember that celebrating the glory of

the Lord is for children too.

This section originally appeared as an article in o0oBack
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Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

A summary of the life of Lord Caitanya
adapted from the iBhtbgadwadtaimon to ér -

Lord ér+ Caitanya Mahdéprabhu, the great apo:
gregational chanting of the holy name of the
guarter in the then city of Navadv+pa in Beng
1407 éakobébbda (corresponding to February 18, 1

Hi s father, Jagannotha Mi od6ra, a | earned br 6|
student because at that time Navadv+pa was <coO
ture. He |ived on the banks of the Ganges aft
schol ar of Navadv=+pa.

Jaganndotha Mi 6ra and éac+dev+had a number o1
The two surviving sons, ViovarCpa and Vi é6vamb
affection. The tenth child and youngest son,
Pauaita and then, after accepting the renounc

Lord ér+ Caitanya Mahoprabhu exhi-bightyeacs Hi s
and then passed away from this mortal world i

For His firsttwentyf our year s He remained at Navadv<+pa
first wife was ér +mat+ Lakym+priyoé, who died
home. When He returned from East Bengal He was requested by His mother to accept a second
wi fe, and He agreed. Hi s second wife was ér +nm
the Lord throughout her life because the Lord took the order of lifelong celibacy and austerity,
sannydésa, at -ftdhwer ageherd dmwemdty= Vi yaoupriyd wa

After taking sannyodsa, the Lord made His he;
guest of His mother. The Lord remained fortwery o ur year s at Pur +. For

He traveled continuously all over India (and especially throughout southern India) preaching
t he éBhRdigavatam and 6Bhagavad

Lord ér+ Caitanya Mahoprabhu is the selfsam
peared as a great devotee of the Lord in order to preach to the people in general, as well as to
religionists and philosophers, about the tran
and the cause of all causes. The essence of H
at Vdénddédvana as the son of Nanda Mahor é6ja) i s
t herefore worshipable by all. Lord Caitanya t
God, so His place, Vénddbévana i s the highest
form of transcendental worship of the Lord wa
form of pure affection for the Lord, and Lord
ess as the most excell ent moeBdhed goafv antoarns haisp .t hHee
literature for understanding the Lord, and He preaches that the ultimate goal of life for all hu-
man beings is to attain the stage of premd6, o

The main method of spiritual realization that Lord Caitanya taught is the singing of the
names of the Lord in congregation, called sankirtana. He also taught disciples a complete sci-
ence of worship, prayer, and meditation that awakens the soul to its original position and reali-
zation of God. These disciples | ater wrote ma
These teachings form the basis of the Hare K&
master and disciples from Lord Caitanya.

11



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition
1111111111 11111111111111111111111111

Lunar and Solar Calendars, and the Meaning of the Page Headings

Gaua+ya Vai yuava f esstailuvkarlosn t(ie x cae pnti nfoorr fMasktai rva
solar calendar. Therefore, Gaw@mCr Gi m6 does not occur on the s
Western calendars. 1t is always sometime in F
calendar adds an extra lunar month every three years in order to keep its calendar roughly in

tune with the solar year. On the years that this extra month is added, the festival will be either
unusually early or unusually late in the year, depending on when in the year the month is

added.

I n the headings in this guide, the word °Phol
which the festival occurs. This month is also called Govinda. Theterm Gapr&r G i mo r ef e |
the fact that Lord Caitanya was born, or appeared, on the day of the full moon, called the

pCr ai mo. It is called ©°Gaura» because that wo
Caitanya. All this information can be used to calculate the day in which the festival will be ob-

served on any particular year. Keep in mind that the date may be one day different in various
parts of the world. The Hare Kodylua Movement p
ware, to enable anyone to know the date of festivals in their location in the present year.

Celebrating the Festival

On the days commemorating the birth anniversary of any incarnation of God, there is generally

a full-day fast, broken at moonrise with a light meal. The day is spent in prayer and chanting,

special decoration of the temple Deity and temple itself, and readings and/or discussions of the
incarnation. There may also be dramas or dances related to the incarnation. In temples with
Deities of Lord Caitanya, there may be an abh
as yoghurt, milk, ghee, honey, and sugar water. Afterwards, devotees drink those combined

liquids.

This festival is only observed by Gaua+ya Vai
|l ineages, or by Hindus in general . The Gaua-=y
an incarnation of K&éyu whereas other Vaiyuav
teacher or as a saint.

12



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Primary/ Elementary Level: The Story in VERY Simple Form, version 1

Five hundred and ten years ago, Lord Kodyua a
Navadv+pa, West Bengal. The foll owing accoun
carit 6mdtlad,P8BI.i6 Dy KoOyuaddsa Kaviroja Gosvdm

Before the appearance of Lord Caitanya Ma
used to gather in the house of Advaita éecory
écorya used tag--téciam@hiBlhagnatdad, decrying the
phical speculation and fruitive activity and establishing the superexcellence of devotional
service.

But ér+ Advaita écérya Prabhu felt pained
sciousness simply merging in material sense enjoyment.

ér+~l a Advaita écodérya Prabhu thought, ©°If
of devotional service, then only will 1libera

With this consideration in mind, Advaita
Kéyua to descend, began to worship the Supre
|l eaves and water of the Ganges. By |l oud crie
invitation attracted Lord Ko&éyua to descend.

I n the month of January in the year 1406
Kéyua entered the bodies of both Jagannot ha

Jaganndotha Mi 6ra told his wife, °In a dre
ter my heart. From my heart it entered your heart. | therefore understand that a great per-
sonality will soon take birth.»

Thus in the year 1407 of the éagriqonEr a i n
the evening of the full moon, the desired auspicious moment appeared.
When the spotless moon of Caitanya Mahopr

the need for a moon full of bl ack marks on i
pl anet, covered the full moon, and i mmedi at e
dated the three worlds. AlIIl t hemapt@aduiigéhet hus
lunar eclipse, and their minds were struck with wonder. When the whole world was thus
chanting the holy name of the Supreme Person
rahar.i [ Caitanya Mahdéprabhu] appeared on the
I n all the revealed scriptures of Vedic c
explained throughout. Therefore devotees of

philosophical speculation, mystic yoga, unnecessary austerity anaaked religious rituals.
They do not accept any process but devotional service.

13



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

The Story in VERY Simple Form, version 2

Kéyuaa, the Supreme Lord, was thinking a |
héro6a+. R6dhdérdo6u+ | oves KOyla so much! Kdyua
Him. Then He had an idea. He decided to be a devotee of Himself!

When K&6yua was on earth thousands of year
be happy by serving Him with | ove. Serving K
the material world. So, now K&éyua would play
be a devotee. He would teach people how to |

Hundreds of years ago in India, the moon was rising, but it was dark. There was an
eclipse! During an eclipse, people in India
the Lord%s holy names. On that night, K&yua
body was golden, | i ke RO6dhoér 60+ Hi s father %
name was éac+dev+. Even when He was a baby,
He would stop crying only when the | adies wo

Lord Caitanya could see that most people were not interested in spiritual things.
They were interested in money. Or they were interested in having a happy family. They
were interested in learning about the material world. They wanted everyone to say how
wonder ful they are. All those material thing
God. Lord Caitanya felt sorry. He wanted everyone to have spiritual happiness as great as
the sky.

To help people have spiritual happi ness,
tana means when | ots of people are chanting
pl ease Hi m. Every night Lord Caitanya would
house. They would dance and chant al l ni ght.
Himself.

The head of the village, called the Kazi, got angry at all the chanting. His police offi-
cers told everyone they could not sing and chant loudly anymore. One police officer even

broke a mdéddaiga dr um! Lord Caitanya decided
party to the Kazi %s house. Everyone danced t
names. It was night time, so some devotees carried torches to light the way.

Then they got to the Kazi %s house. He was
form of NOsifihadeva had come to see him. NOs
tana devotees alone. The Kazi showed Lord Ca
his chest!! He made a promise never to distur

Lord Caitanya didn%t only teach people in
and serve Kodyua. He became a sannyds=+ and ta
many places in South India. DuringRathb a6t r 6 i n Jaganndétha Pur +, I
salk+rtana groups at the same ti me! He had d
and started their own sauk=rtana. Even today
earth, there iIis saltuk+rtana in many places of

14



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya

by ér+la Bhaktivinoda T hokur a
[This account originally appeared in a sho
tled °ér+ Caitanya Mahoéprabhu:] His Life and
Caitanya Mahoprabhu was born in MOyoOGpur

on the evening of the 23rd Pho6l guna, 1407 éa
1486, of the Christian Era. The moon was eclipsed at the time of His birth, and the people

of Nadia were then engaged, as was usual on
with | oud cheers of ©°Haribol bs 6 Hmsthetvedicher , J
order, and Hdev-motd&hemqgdelacgood wobmmadmhh maowda h d:
stock originally residing in Sylhet. Mahopra
town came to see Him with presents. His moth
renowned astrologer, foretold that the child would be a great personage in time; and he

therefore gave Him the name Vi 6évambhara. The
Gaur ahar i on account of His golden complexio

count of thenimatree near which He was born. Beautiful as the lad was, everyone heartily
loved to see Him every day. As He grew up He became a whimsical and frolicsome lad. Af-
ter His fifth year, He was admitted intop 6 & h §sc¢hdol], avhere He picked up Bengali in

a very short time.

Most of His contemporary biographers have mentioned certain anecdotes regarding
Caitanya, which are simple records of His early miracles. It is said that when He was an in-
fant in His mother%s arms He wept continuall
°Hari bol!» He used to stop. Thus there was ¢
the house, foreshowing the future mission of the hero. It has also been stated that when His
mother once gave Him sweetmeats to eat He ate clay instead of the food. His mother asking
for the reason, He stated that as every sweetmeat was nothing but clay transformed He
could eat clay as well. His mother, who was the consort gf @ U aekplaimed that every
article in a special state was adapted to a special use. Earth while in the state of a jug could
be used as a waterpot, but in the state of a brick such a use was not possible. Clay, there-
fore, in the form of sweetmeats was usable as food, but not clay in its other states. The lad
was convinced and admitted His stupidity in eating clay and agreed to avoid the mistake in
the future.

Another miraculous act has been related. It is said thdt a 6 h rompilggimage

became a guest in His house, cooked his food
In the meantime the lad came and ate up the cooked rice. Bhe 6 h nmaatoneshed at the
| ad¥%s act, cooked again at the request of Ja

rice whilethebr 6 hmatsa of f ering the ri ce btrodo hKkndagiulaa wi t
persuaded to cook for the third time. This time all the inmates of the house had fallen
asleep, and the | ad showed himsel fba&dhmMdya a
was then lost in ecstasy at the appearance of the object of his worship.

It has al so been stated that two thieves
a view to purloin His jewels and gave Him sweetmeats on the way. The lad exercised His
illusory energy and deceived the thieves back toward His own house. The thieves, for fear

15



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya continued

of detection, left the boy there and fled.

Another miraculous act has been described of the lad's demanding and getting from
Hi radtya and Jagad=+0da all the offerings they
Ek6dad+. When only four years of age, He sat
ered unholy by His mother. He explained to His mother that there was no question of holi-
ness and unholiness as regards earthen pots thrown away after the cooking was over. These
anecdotes relate to His tender age up to the fifth year.

In His eighth year, He was admitted intothimla] sch ool ] of Gailigdédodsa
Galugdbébnagara, close by the village of MOoyoO6pur
grammar and rhetoric. His readings after that were of the nature of-saélidy in His own
house, where He had found all important books belonging to His father, whowgsa  ai t a
himself. It appears that He read tre m dntHis own study, and then y 0alsa, in competi-
tion with His friends, who were then studyin
i romadui

After His tenth year, Caitanya became a passable scholar in grammar, rhetoric, the
sméahdny oha. was after this that His el der brot
cepted thed 6 r dstatais) of as a n n (ps@esicy. Caitanya, though a very young boy, con-
soled His parents, saying that He would serve them with a view to please God. Just after
that, His father | eft this world. His mother
His usual contented appearance, consoled His widowed mother.

It was at the age of fourteen or fifteen
t he daughter of Vallabhoécorya, also of Nadi a
schol ars of Nadia, the renowned seat of nyody
speak ofthes mé r t a {hanlaai i yt dmyeie kllaafsaid of confronting Him in literary
discussions. Being a married man, He went to eastern Bengal on the banks of the Padma for
acquirement of wealth. There He displayed His learning and obtained a good sum of
money.

It was at this time that He preached Vaiy
principles of Vaiyuavism, He ordered Tapana
residence in eastern Bengal, His wife Lakym=
bite. On returning home, He found His mother in a mourning state. He consoled her with a
lecture on the uncertainty of human affairs. It was at His mother's request that He married
Vi yagupriydé, the daughter of ROja Pautuaita San
return fromp r a vab sojaurn.

He was now so renowned that He was considered to be the peatd ani Nadia.

Kedava Mi o6ra of Kashmir, who had called hi ms
came to Nadia with a view to debate thea 0 aadf thadace. Afraid of the se@alled con-

gueringp a U athetola professors of Nadia left their town on the pretense of invitation.
Kedava met Mahopr agbhhdud 6ati nt hved yBgpruaok omand aft er
sion with Him he got defeated by the boy, an
Patuaita was now pahtedfitheotmés. i mport ant

It was at the age of sixteen or seventeen
students and there took His spirsiathinandasi~ni t i a
di ciple of the renowned Médhavendra Pur +. U

[7)]
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Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya continued

turned religious preacher, and His religious nature became so strongly represented that Ad-
vaita Prabhu, ér+vosa and others who had bef
Vai yuava faith were astonished at the change
contendingn a i y Gaywrakghngs m o6 and a criticizing rhetorician. He swooned at the

name of K&6yua and behaved as an inspired man
ment . It has been described by Muréri Gupt a,
powers in the house of ér+vdésa Pataita in th

were mostly weliread scholars.

It was at this time that He opened a nocturnal schoollof+ r tinahe eompound of
ér +vosa Pauaita with His sincere followers.
danced, and there He expressed all sorts of
then a preacher of Vaiyuavism and who had co
Him at that time. In fact, ahostop a 0 dirteaacher s of Vai yuavism, al
came and joined Him from different parts of Bengal. Nadia now became the regular seat of a
host of 0V arwhasenission it was to spiritualize mankind with the highest in-
fluence of the Vaiyuava creed.

The first mandate that He issued to Prabh
friends, go through the streets of the town, meet every man at his door and ask him to sing
the name of Hari with a holy life, and then come and report to Me every evening the result

of your preaching."” Thus ordered, the two pr
the two most abominable characters in Nadia. These two insulted the preachers on hearing
Mahdéprabhu's mandate, but wer@akSincdcatedby nvert e
their Lord.

The people of Nadia were now surprised. T
gigantic genius but is certainly a missionary from God Almighty." From this time to His
twenty-t hi rd year, Mahodéprabhu preached His princ

portant towns and villages around His city. In the houses of His followers He showed mira-
cles, taught the esoteric principles d@haktiand sang His a U k +with cghar&haktasHis
followers in the town of Nadia commenced to sing the holy name of Hari in the streets and
bazaars. This created a sensation and roused different feelings in different quarters. The
bhaktaswere highly pleased. The mor t a blreddamaal ajseal ous of Ni méi
cess and complained to Chand Kazi against the character of Caitanya, claiming it was un
Hindu. The Kazi came to érmivdesidpladdam)dereé a' s ho
and declared that unl ess Ni moi Pauaita cease
would be obliged to enforce Mohammedanism on Him and His followers.

This was brought to Maho6prabhu's notice.

the evening, each with a torch in his hand.
s a U k +divideal mta fourteen groups. On His arrival in the Kazi's house, He held a long
conversation with the Kazi and in the end co

ence by touching his body. The Kazi then wept and admitted that he had felt a keen spiri-

tual influence which had cleared up his doubts and produced in him a religious sentiment

which gave him the highest ecstasy. The Kazi then joined tha U k +party.al heavorld

was astonished at the spiritual power of the Great Lord, and hundreds and hundreds of
heretics converted and joined the banner of
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Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya continued

It was after this that some of the jealous and lewindedb r 6 h mdd Kubasicked
a quarrel with Mahoprabhu and coll ected a pa
rally a softhearted person, though strong in His principles. He declared that party feelings
and sectarianism were the two great enemies of progress, and He saw that as long as He
should continue to be an inhabitant of Nadia belonging to a certain family, His mission
would not meet with complete success. He then resolved to be a citizen of the world by cut-
ting off His connection with His particular family, caste and creed, and with this resolution
He embraced the position ofs a n ngyté skkat wa, wunder the guidance
that town, in the twenty-fourth year of His life. His mother and wife wept bitterly for His
separation, but our hero, though soft in heart, was a strong person in His principles. He left

His little world in His house for the unl i mi
After Hss annHés avas i nduced to visit the house

pura. Advaita managed to invite all/l Hi s Mahbo

brought éac+ Dev+ to see her son. Both pl eas

hersoninthe attreofs annpstas anniKogtta Caitanya put on no

k a u pandnah a h i routér sozmering). His head was without hair, and His hands bore a

d a u(atiek) and ak a ma 0 (heantit's waterpot).

The holy son fell at the feet of His beloved mother and said, "Mother! This body is
yours, and | must obey your orders. Permit M
ments." The mother, in consultation with Advaita and others, asked her son to reside in
Pur+ (the town of Jaganndétha) so that she mi
hoprabhu agreed to that proposition and in a

Hi s biographers have described the journe
He got after Hiss a n n)y 6fsraom éo6nti pura to Pur+ in great
of the Bhdég+rath+ as far as Chatrabhoga, sit
bor, Twentyf our Par ganas. There He t oegkh 6aa ab o atn atnhd
Mi dnapura District. Thence He wal ked through
temple of BhCvanedévara on His way. Upon His

ple and resided with So6rvabhauma at the requ
S6rvabhauma mag afdHte day. ¢lia neadings knew no bounds. He

was the besh a i y @fithe knees and was known as the most erudite scholar in the

Vedonta philosophy of the school of éauldkaroéc

taught innumerable pupils in then y éphibsophy in histolat her e . He had | ef't

some time before the bir-n-hawf GNpmaidt Rau i baa

duced ournews a n nty@ sS6r vabhauma, who was astoni shed
feared that it would be difficult for the young man to maintaia a n n-gharmaduring the
l ong run of His | ife. Gop+ndétha, who had kno

erence for Him and declared that the a n nwaé reot-a common human being. On this

point Gop+ndétha and S6rvabhauma had a hot di

hoprabhu to hearVéd énGrtaomischdhe atemacityfsubmitied.
Caitanya heard with silence what the grea

seven days, at the end of which the | atter s

stand theV e d 6 as tY@u do not say anything after hearing my recitation and explana-

tions."
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Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya continued

The reply of Caitanya was that He understood teeC t verg well but could not
make out what éautukardécdérya meant by his comm
Astoni shed at this, Sé6rvabhauma said, "Ho
of thes C t butads not understand the commentaries which explain tise C t 2rAkveell! If
You understand thes Ct plemse Jet me have Your interpretations.”
Mahoéprabhu t her eusdcninBissqvh waly, withdut teuthing t h e
the pantheistic commentary of éaukara. The Kk
truth, beauty and harmony of the arguments in the explanations given by Caitanya and
obliged him to utter that it was the first time he had found one who could explain the

Brahmas Ctirmssuch a simple manner . He al so admit
never gave such natural explanations of thee d 6snQ tas thaese he had obtained from
Mahoprabhu. Sorvabhauma then submitted himse

days he turned out to be one of the best Vai

out, the whole of Orissa sang the praise of
came to Him and became His followers. I n the
southern India, and He started with one Ka&yu

Hi s biographers have given us details of
where He did a miracle by curing a | eper nam
governor of Vidyonagara, on the banks of the

tion with him on the subject ofpremabhakti. He worked another miracle by touching
(making them immediately disappear) the sevénétl mees fr om behind whic
the son of Dadéaratha, had shot His arrow and
Vamn § meaaviiksstnhteaondag hout Hi s journey. At
r four months in the house of one V
e He converted the whole f &@diyglin of
ing the son of Velukata, a boy of te
came t dndovana and became one of the Six
|l eader ér+ KOyua Caitanya. Trained up in San
Gopdél a wrote sever al books on Vaiyuavi sm.

Caitanya visited numerous places in southern India as far as Cape Comorin and re-
turned to Pur+ in two years by P&éUUaarapura o
ized one Tukdér oma, who became from that ti me
been admitted in hisd b h 6 (which siave been collected in a volume by Mr. Satyen-
drandéth Tagore of the Bombay Civil Service.
t he Buddhists, the Jains and the MoOyovdd=+s i
to Vaiyuavi sm.

Upon His return t o-devaandseverR@jua i Rraathd parmadira
joined the banner of Cai t angeenyWahobgye. laHis u . He
twenty-ei ght h year He went to Bengal as far as G
great personages named RCpa and Sano6tana. Th
Kar uldn 6 it mthesataq brothers had turned deriiohammedans by their continual
contact with Hussain Shah, the then Emperor
the Emperor into Dabira Khdédsa and Sokara Mal
they were both learned in Persian, Arabic and Sanskrit and were loyal servants of the state.

h
bhakti,i n c |
0
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Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya continued

The two gentlemen had found no way to come back as regular Hindus and had written to
Mahoprabhu while He was at Pur=+, for spiritu
He would come to them and extricate them out of their spiritual difficulties. Now that He
had come to Gauaa, both the brotsteedng appear
prayer. Maho6éprabhu ordered them to go to VO
Caitanya returned to Pur=+ through édénti pu
After a short stay at Pur=+ He Il eft for Vdondo
Bal abhadra Bhaaaodécoérya. He visited Vdndoévana
verting a | arge number of Mohammedans to Vai
descendants of those converts are stil]l know
Him at Allahabad. Caitanya trained him up in spirituality in ten days and directed him to go
to vVondovana on two missions. His first miss
cally explaining purebhaktiand prema The second mission was to revive the places where
Kéyuacandr a had ayugaéexhimteddis spiritoal +fibrihé peaefit af

=]

the religious world. RCpa Gosvém+ |l eft All ah
down to Benares. There He resided in the hou
bhi kméal ) in the house of Tapana Mi or a. Her e
and took instruction for two months in spiritual matters. The biographers, especially

Kéyuadosa Kaviroja, have given us details of
Kéyuadosa was not a contemporary writer, but
Gosvom+s themselves, the direct disciples of

of Sanotana and RCpa and who JaadarbHag fiasphius hi s
losophized on the precepts of his great leader. We have gathered and summarized the pre-
cepts of Caitanya from the books of those great writers.

While at Benares, Caitanya had an interview with the learreeé n n wpfdhat toa/n
in the house of a Marathé r 6 h nwvhalhad invited all thes a n n yoas entertainment.
At this interview, Caitanya showed a miracle which attracted all thea n n yodlsn=Then
ensued reciprocal conversations. The sannyaos
Prakéodonanda Sarasvat=+. After a short contro
mitted that they had been misled by the com
even for learned scholars to oppose Caitanya for a long time, as there was some spell in Him
which touched their hearts and made them weep for their spiritual improvement. The
s a n n pf@Benaras soon fell at the feet of Caitanya and asked for His glacg@ ) 6

Caitanya then preached purehaktiand i nstil |l ed into their hear
which obliged them to give up sectarian feelings. The whole population of Benares, on this
wonderful conversion of thes a n n s -nse,d Vai yuava, anaik hrey ma
tanawith their new Lord.

After sending Sandétana to Vdnddévana, Mahbo
jungles with His comrade Bal abhadra. Bal abha
many miracles on His way to Pur+, such as ma

the name of Kdyulua.

From this time, that is, from His thirtyf i r st year |, Mahdédprabhu co
Pur =+, in the house of KO0+ Mi-dghtlayearatthétime Hi s
ofsaldk+irnt atnhae t e-mpbenodof hthoa®uring these eight e
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Secondary Level: The Story of Lord Caitanya completed

of settled love and piety. He was surrounded by numerous followers, all of whom were of

the highest order of the Vaiytuavas and who w
their purest character and | earning, -firm re
K&y ua.

SvarCpa D6modara, who had been known by t
Mahoprabhu was in Nadia, joined Him from Ben
No production of any poet or philosopher cou
had passed it as pure and useful. Réya ROmoOnN
SvarCpa would sing while Maho6prabhu expresse
ship. Paraménanda Pur+ was His minister in m
ecdotes described by His biographers which we do not think it meet here to reproduce. Ma-
héprabhu sl ept short. His sentiments carried
ality every day and night, and all His admirers and followers watched Him throughout. He
wor shiped, communicated with His missionarie
religious men who newly came to visit Him. He sang and danced, took no care of Himself
and ofttimes lost Himself in religious beatitude. All who came to Him believed in Him as
the all-beautiful God appearing in the nether world for the benefit of mankind. He loved
His mother all along and sent hena hpér a snowdaad then with those who went to
Nadia. He was most amiable in nature. Humility was personified in Him. His sweet appear-
ance gave cheer to all who came in contact w
the missionary in charge of Bengal. He di spa
preach love in the upcountry. He punished all of His disciples who deviated from a holy
|l ife. This He markedly did in the case of Ju
instructions in life to those who solicited them. This was seen in His teachings to
Raghunot ha D6ésa Gosvdém+. His treatment of Ha
tual men and how He defied caste distinction in the cause of spiritual brotherhood.
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Scripture

Learning aims:

Know the main events of the appearance of Lord Caitanya, as well as some highlights of His
life

Know the main characters of the storywho they are, and what role they play in the story
Know one or more themes from the story and be able to relate that to present life

Explain at least one aspect of the story in detail

What children will accomplish by the end of this unit:

Retell the main points in the story, in order

List the main characters of the story and be able to relate some facts about them
Explain at least one theme of the story and how it relates to their life or to the modern
world

Tell details about one part of the story, with expression

Assessing how well the aim has been achieved:

Descriptions are in accord with scripture

Children demonstrate enthusiasm for the story

Aspects of the story are related to personal life or to the modern world in ways that go be-
yond what adults have explained

Special note forthissectionl n t hi s gui de, you can find]|the
ance in the front section, along with a summary of His life. At the end of this guide are several
short stories of various events in His pastimes.

NOTE: Activities marked with an~ have resources in this section.
Activities marked with an N require resources not included in this guide to
be gathered in advance
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Scripture
All ages or mixed group: |
1
Have the children hear the story, either a

spiritual practices [bhakti])

* N Watch a video with the children (puppet show, animation) about Lord Caitanya [this
should not be used as a substitute to hearing from scripture, but rather as an addition]
(God [rasa], spiritual practices [bhakti])

" Have the children take the role of various persons in the story and answer questions
(acting in tdheaeldguaolr,! dempatdhyw)

Bhégavata, or from a simplified story such a
4-7 years: |
onHave the children act out being Lord Caitan
the ladies would chant (spiritual practices [bhakti]) i

~ N Watch DVD puppet shows with the children of Lord Caitanya stories and discuss them

or have the children act them out (God [rasa], spiritual practices [bhakti])

"Ask the children to repeat one or more, fact
(God [rasa], spiritual practices [bhakti]) :

~ N Have the children listen to a tape of Amala Bhakta telling the story of the Kazi and !

then retell, then discuss how or why the Kazi changed his mind: ask the children to list !
gener al reasons why we change our minds and
aHave the children draw a picture to shbw h o
dancing (God [rasa], gratitude) :
aHave the children survey family members or

ask them their one favorite pasthemhalptheamf Koy G a
make a chart and find out what percentage ar
aDi scuss how eclipses happen and what Vai yua
(spiritual practices [bhakti], acting in the world)

7-11 years:
"Pick at | east one thing we learn (a theme o
plain how it can help in our lives today (acting in the world, dharma)

" Have the children pick one story about Lord Caitanya, copy it orwgite it in their own
words, and then illustrate it, possibly making a small booklet (God [rasa], spiritual prac-
tices [bhakti])

"Help the children write questions and answe
ask each other their questions to see how many know the correct answers (God [rasa],

spiritual practices [bhakti]) :
"Have the children take one story from ILord
form (God [rasa], spiritual practices [bhakti]) .
" Explain to the children the story when Lord Caitanya told His mother that food is a |
transformation of dirt. Then, working individually or in groups, help the children to draw a!

E tegrity, courage)
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diagram or flowchart of how food goes from sun, soil, and water to finished preparations |

(spiritual practices [jnana], acting in the world) |
aHave the childdmemsmakal a mowel of an eclipse
tions for actions during an eclipse (acting in the world, world [time, space]) |
aRead the section of the Caitanya-b&mblordt bmot a
Caitanya are described. Ask the children to compare and contrast this description with their
experiences of how we celebrate the birth of a child in modern society (acting in the world

outline or mind-map of the topics (spiritual practices [bhakti], God [rasa, with form])

" Pupils, working individually or in groups, create a PowerPoint to tell the story of Lord
Caitanya%s appearance (and possibly also mai
NHave the students compare & contrast the st
Caitanyac ar i t 6 mdt ab & Caavi dataanyoar Cai t any a MaUg:aIa (
stories from Lord Caitanya¥s |ife, as |l ong a
acHave the pupils tell a story about Lord Cai
& gestures (God, respect) :

N Have the pupils compare & contrast the Kazi with modern leaders (world [gunas], actlrig

in the world, dharma [varnasrama, authority]) .

" Have the pupils write lists or create graphic displays to compare and contrast the appear-

[yukta-v ai r 6gysglgadldhur espect, gratitude) I
l
1113 years: |
"Have the children write a drama of Lor:d Cai
spiritual practices [bhakti]) :
NHave the children read or hear about ope of
in Navadv+pa, to theétKazi whiheuseaviehi Rat har
Then I isten to recordings of at | east fijve d
for background music for a drama of the! chos
reasons for the rankings (spiritual practices [bhakti]) :
~ N Have the children compare and contrast Lord Caitanya appearance to the appearance
of |l east three other incarnations of Ko&yuaa,
aHave the children write an interview of Lor
ance of Lord Caitanya (God) .
aThe chil dr edi makei andlhrrmedel of an ecli:pse i
tional behavior during an eclipse (acting in the world, world [time, space]) :
aThe children write a narrative of their own
l
1418 years:
N Have the pupils analyze-30 pages of Caitanya ar i t 6 mdt a for si mil es,
lel construction, personification, onomatopoeia, and other literary ornaments (acting in the
world [yukta-v ai r 6 gy al) :
NHave the pupils study the teachings of i, Lord

1
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'~ Have the children create a diorama or sculpture of any of the main events in the appear-
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ance of Lord K&éyua and Lord Caitanya, and al
[with form]) |
N Have the pupils create music (or choose pieces of music) that indicate the praying of Ad-

how they would receive the child, what gifts they would bring, etc. Then discuss the vari-
ous ways we celebrate the birth of a child, and what has changed since the time of Lord

vaita écérya, an eclipse, chanting of the Ha
Lord Caitanya (God, spiritual practices [bhakti], world [time and space], humility) I
aPupils research how eclipse are viewed,in t
and space)) I
cPupils imagine that they are living atithe
Caitanya¥hs appearance (dhar ma [varnasral'rna],
aCompare and contrast the reasons given:for
internal reasons to the externall+|r@,asmkna}pt(erres
and 4) (God [rasa], dharma [sano6tana], spiri



Gaurap Cr Gi mo :

Scripture: Resources

Activity: Hear t he story, either a reading from Bh
Caitanya Caritomdéta, or hear selected storie
Activities: Al | activities involving the story of L
His pastimes

Resources:

The story of Lord Caitanya¥»s appearance in a
At the end of this guide are various short stories about Lord Caitanya. In addition, on the

next few pages are |istings of the sections

you can find specific stories about Lord Caitanya.

Recordings of Amala Bhakta reading the verse
www.Krishna.com (store section or audio books)

Or

http://www.krishnaculture.com/

Or

www.sadhusanga.com/

Recordings of Amala Bhakta telling select stories about Lord Caitanya can be found at
www.sadhusanga.corh

Places to find Caitanyac ar i t 6-imé:t a o n

http://www.Krishna.com/en/taxonomy/term/58
http://www.causelessmercy.com

Places to find Caitanyab h 6 gavata & Cai-ineenya Maligala on
http:// gaurangal.tripod.com/id25. hfbmldéga@avmadear édMdn
only, under Locana dasa T hdékura: Caitanya Maulgal
http://www.harekrsna.com/philosophy/gss/sastra/literature/texts/vrindaban.htm: Caitanya
bhégavata, al/|l

A summary of Lord Caitanya%“%a Bhdgavastdm the intr

Song about Lord Caitanya:

Little Vaiyuava Songs, Vol umwp/2, CD, ltem Co
www.thekrishnastore.com/

Puppet Shows DVD
Item Code: TVVD403 fromhttp://www.thekrishnastore.com/
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Scripture: Resources

Where to Find Specific Stories in the

edli +1 6
Title Chapter Verses
Kéyiua Désa Kaviroja Attairms VOoMNsba@04ana
Lord Caitanya Converts theg Moy @314d + s
147-171
The Advent of Lord Caitanya 13 63-124

Lord Caitanya¥»s Childhood 1#£ast 1468 s
The Lord%bs Pastimes BetweeBh t hd34Ages of Five

Pastimes of the Lord Just Before His Youth 16 1-111
Pastimes of the Lord in His Youth 17 1-120
The Lord Defeats the Kazi 17 121-226

Lord Caitanya Takes Sannydsa 227-292

Madhyal + | 6
Title Chapter Verses

Summary of Lord Caitanya¥hs Pasti mes After Ta
Sannydsas Unt il Romak®l i 46-166

Lord Caitanya Delivers RCpa and6782Ino6t ana
The Lord Travels Throughout India and Returns to

Jagannodot ha Pur =+ 1 228-287
Lord Caitanya Takes Sannyodésa and Takes Prasbd
House of Advaita écdérya 1-107

The Lord%ns Pastimes at the8 Houd@2®f Advaita
Médhavendra Pur =+ Wor ships 4Gop 6 I1&109
Médhavendra Pur =+ Brings Sandal 1iDdlB

The Activities of Sbékyi Gop ol a 1-139

Lord Caitanya Enters Jagarmnot hd4oRaeir +
S6rvabhauma Bhaaadécorya Meéets I18Fr d Caitanya
The Liberation of Sérvabh&uma BKWadaodocorya

176-286

The Lord Desires to Go on Tour 7 1-90

The Lord Tours South India 7 91-153

The Lord¥%s Meeting with R®&moénané& ROya
260-313

Lord Caitanykay eftirsa t s Ralugée® 1-107

The Lord Converts VyelUkaada@®d Bhad@aes

Lord Caitanya Travels to the Holy Places 9 166-258
276-302

The Lord Returns to Jaganmot ha 303365+

The Devotees Come to Jagandaot hd-10Rur =+

The Vaiyuavas Meet the Lorld 102-190

Mahor 6ja Pratopurudr a¥%s Afliectiléd for the Lo
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The Devotees from Bengal Misit 6918 anndtha Pu

Title Chapter Verses
e RBReadana Pasti mes 11 186-243
rd Caitanya Favours Mahd2 6j alBx at 6purudr a
e Cleansing of the Guuailzo Te&wpa e
e Lord%s Activities Befd2e R433B2y o6tr 6
e Lord%s Dancing at Rat Hayot rl-833

162-209

Performance of the Vdndovdha PA&405i mes
The Lord¥%s Pastimes with Hbs DdO9Dbt ees

—— -
> 33 OO0 T

The Devotees Return to Bengal 15 92-185

Lord Caitanya Takes Prasdéda at the Home of

S6rvabhauma Bhaaadcédérya 15 186-302

The LordY%s Activities in Jd&dganni8a& ha Pur =+

The Lord Leaves Jagannot ha6é Pur 87-201

The Lord Attempts to Go t d6VOon@ewna

The Lord Leaves For Védnddévwana 181

The Lord%bs Activities in Beénar 83148

The Lord Reaches Mathur ¢ 17 149-234

The Lord Visits Vdnddévana 1&nd 36ks Gopdl a

Kéyua is Again in Vondodévarnd 57-127

Lord Caitanya Leaves VO6ndd® ana 128229

The Lord Meets ér+la RCpa 1%os v d-60:

The Lord Meets Ball abha Bhaaadé&baly a

The Lord Instructs ér<la R€pa Ol 6 m=
235-257

The Lord Meets Sanotana G&8vomi-6l

The Lord Instructs Sanotam@ Go $2148n+
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154-185
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Title Chapter Verses

RCpa Gosvém+¥%s Meeting the Lor d-92
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Scripture: Resources

Further Pastimes of ér <1 a3Hari dég€72 T hdokur a
Sanétana Gosvom+ Meets Lordd Cailtlldny a

Title Chapter Verses
The Glories of Sandétana Goasv o6 mi15239
The Chipped Rice Festival 6 1-144
Raghundotha Attains Shelter6 145-205
The Glories of Raghunoét ha 6D6s a 26682v 6 m~+
The Story of *+R6macandr a PWBr 1-103
The Lord SavadaLopyala ha B 1-58
The Lord%s Mercy to the F@&mily 58163 Bhavonanda
Réghava¥%s Bag 10 1-80
The Lord Takes Prasoda 10 81-162
The Passing Away of Hariddsa TH-40ur a
The Bengal. Devotees in JdganndB8ha Pur =+
The Love of Jagadodénanda 12 86-155
Jagadonanda Goes to Véndovana 1-77
The Story of Raghundétha BHaaaod 7&8&18% v 6 m+
The Lord%s Feelings of Sepfdaratildnh, part 1
The Lord¥%s Feelings of Sepfdéarat 56123 part 2
Lord Caitanya¥»»s Mercy to K6l i ddsda
The Lord Tastes Nectar 16 65-115
The Lord¥%s Bodily Changes 17 1-29

59-73

Rescuing Lord Caitanya from the Sea, part 1 18 1-87
Lord Caitanya from the Sea, part 2 18 100-121
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Scripture: Resources

Activity: Have the children take the role of various persons in the story and answer questions

Resources:
(These are ideas from which you can develop vy
You are Advaita écdérya: How did you feel when

You are the Kazi: Why do you decide to allow sankirtana to continue?

You are mother éac+: What do you say when bot
alone with your young daughteiin-law?

You are a resident of Jaganndétha Pur=+: What d
there?

1111111111111 11111111111111
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Scripture: Resources
Activity: Explain to the children the story when Lord Caitanya told His mother that food is a
transformation of dirt. Then, working individually or in groups, help the children to draw a
diagram or flowchart of how food goes from sun, soil, and water to finished preparations
Resources:

Caitanya Carit3%mbéta éedi 14. 24

One day while the Lord was enjoying His playful sports with the other little children, mother

éac+ brought a dish filled with fused rice an
eat them. But when she returned to her household duties, the child hid from His mother and
began to eat dirt. Seeing this, mother éac=+ h

is this!" She snatched the dirt from the hands of the Lord and inquired why He was eating it.

Crying, the child inquired from His mother, "Why are you angry? You have already given Me
dirt to eat. What is My fault? "Fused rice, sweetmeats and all other eatables are but transforma-
tions of dirt. This is dirt, that is dirt. Please consider. What is the difference between them?
"This body is a transformation of dirt, and the eatables are also a transformation of dirt. Please
reflect upon this. You are blaming Me without consideration. What can | say?"

7

Astoni shed that the child was speaking Méyovo
taught You this philosophical speculation tha
idea of the child philosopher, mother éac+ sa

grain, our body is nourished, and it becomes strong. But if we eat dirt in its crude state, the
body becomes diseased instead of nourished, and thus it is destroyed. "In a waterpot, which is
a transformation of dirt, | can bring water very easily. But if | poured water on a lump of dirt,
the lump would soak up the water, and my labor would be useless."”

The Lord replied to His mother, "Why did you conceal selfealization by not teaching Me this
practical philosophy in the beginning? Now that | can understand this philosophy, no more
shall | eat dirt. Whenever | am hungry | shall suck your breast and drink your breast milk."

After saying this, the Lord, smiling slightly, climbed on the lap of His mother and sucked her
breast.
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Deity

Learning aims:

Know some descriptions of the form of Caitan
His sannyasa pastimes

Meditate on the Deity form of Lord Caitanya

Do some practical service for a Deity form of Lord Caitanya

What children will accomplish by the end of this unit:

Describe the form of Lord Caitanya, both in His householder and His sannyasa pastimes
Have completed some practical service for a Deity form of Lord Caitanya

Assessing how well the aim has been achieved:

Descriptions of Lord Caitanya¥hs forms are in

Work in various media shows a high level of care and quality according to the age and abil-

ity of the children

Service to
t

the Lord¥%s for i's done with resp
Chil dren I r

h m
al k about Lord Caitanya»s forms ou

NOTE: Activities marked with an~ have resources in this section.
Activities marked with an N require resources not included in this guide to
be gathered in advance
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All ages or mixed group:

N Have the children create sculptures of Lord Caitanya or of one of His pastimes out of a
variety of materials (God [with form]

N Have the children (with careful supervision and help for young ones) offer incense,
lamp, flowers, fan, etc. (arotika items) to a picture or a Deity of Lord Caitanya (spiritual
practices [bhakti])

4-7 years:

~ N Have each child choose a favorite picture of Lord Caitanya (or color one with pencil,
crayons, or paint) and decorate it with garlands and necklaces by gluing on paper flowers,
beads, sequins, etc. (God, spiritual practices [bhakti])

aHave each child string necklaces to offer t
practices [bhakti])

aHave each child gather fl owers or plants &
(spiritual practices [bhakti])

aAs a group, have the children | ook at pictu
sannyoés+: find what is the same and what 1is
aAsk the children to explain what they I i ke
Caitanya and explain their reasons (God [with form])

"~ N Give each child a picture of Lord Caitanyathis can be a photo or a picture for them

to paint or color. Give them cardboard (or posterboard), glue, sequins, small paper flowers,

and so forth, and have each of them create and decorate a frame for their picture (spiritual
practices [bhakti])

7-11 years:

aHave the children clean part of the temple
discipline)

aln groups or individually, have the childre
Caitanya & that an ordinary person (God [with form])

aHave the children make cl ot hesonegroupforor d Cai

Him as a gdébhastha and one group for Him as a
murti of Lord Caitanya or a picture (like clothes for paper dolls) (spiritual practices

[bhakti])

alndividually or in groups, have children de
suming that they have unlimited time, money, and talent. The designs can be in the form of

either drawings or written descriptions (or both) (acting in the world)

" Read the children descriptions of the various forms Lord Caitanya showed to His devo-

tees as described in Caitanya Car-Képméat af our
handed Noéroyaua, VYacCphd, NWN8&i iham taachoose
they like best, and to create an illustration for that story or to act out that story (God

[rasal)
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Deity
11-13 years:
"Have the children each write a poem or song
formy])
aHave the children, individually or in group

(spiritual practices [bhakti])

aDi scuss how the Deities of Caitanya and Koy
are somewhat different and how the Lord is the same person with many forms (God [with

form], respect)

aHave the children in groups, or individual/l
with that of Koéyua & any IndotnbwithalstfVenddia ot her
grams, or a matrix (God [with form])

"Ask the children to pretend they are Koyua
South India (or Balabhadra who traveled with
how they would take care of the Lord%s cl oth
orally, writing, acted out dramatically, or shown in an original drawing (spiritual practices

[bhakti], humility)

N Have the children make a PowerPoint show of photos of many Deities of Lord Caitanya

(God [with form])

"~ Compile a list (or have the children research and compile the list) of the various ecstatic
transformations of the Lord%¥%s body as descr.i
I =1 6. Il f you compile the | ist, have the chil
a combined booklet of the illustrations (God [rasa])

1418 years:

N The pupils make food preparations and offer them to a Deity of Lord Caitanya (spiritual
practices [bhakti], acting in the world)

aHave the pupils perform synchronized dancin
(spiritual practices [bhakti])

N Individually or in groups, the pupils research photos of Deities of Lord Caitanya that

were installed during or soon after His appearance on Earth (spiritual practices [bhakti])

NHave the pupils, as a group, organize a pro
tion: invite guests, dress Deities, cook, ar
[ bhakti ] dhar mdscilimeacoutagepa nal] , sel f

N Have the pupils make a PowerPoint show of photos of many Deities of Lord Caitanya or
various paintings of Lord Caitanya in different pastimes. They should choose musical selec-

tions for each slide and incorporate the music into the PowerPoint (God [with form])

NHave the pupils research in Caitanya Caritéo
instances where Lord CaitanyaKihadadafeBdrovwaia
Var 6 ha, -béhiQjaa,, ieatac. |l ndi vidually or in groups

tables comparing and contrasting each of these manifestations including information such
as :where they were displayed, circumstances, people who saw the form, and so forth (God)
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Deity

th form, rasa))

N Have the pupils research and compile a list of the various ecstatic transformations of the
Lord%s body as described in Caitanya Caritdm
ate poems, music, dance, or art for some or all of these and create a presentation (God

[rasa))

N Have the pupils create a Deity of Lord Caitanya out of clay or other media (God [with
formy])

aArrange for the pupils to assist with the w
ple (spiritual practi ce Fshahlagkat]i,] ,r eascpteicntg ihnun
aEach pupil writes a descr itimdpujaridor eDeisyafy of a
Lord Caitanya (dharma [sandétana], spiritual
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Deity Resources

Pictures of Lord Caitanya:
http:// www.iskconmedia.com/ photos/ Kédyua_Art/
http://www.Krishna.com/en/taxonomy/term/21

Pictures of Lord Caitanya to download and color.
http://www.iskcondesiretree.com/Portals/0/ColoringBook/
ISKCONDESIRETREE_KidsColbook3_A4 G860.pdf
http://www.iskcondesiretree.com/Portals/0/ColoringBook/
ISKCONDESIRETREE_KidsColbook3_A4_06Z6.pdf
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Deity Resources

Activity: Read the children descriptions of the various forms Lord Caitanya showed to His
devotees as described in Caitanya CHéyaamoét a
fourhanded NoOoroyautua, VYacCphy, Ws&kifiham taachoos
ries they like best, and to create an illustration for that story or to act out that story

Resources:

form of RO6dhO6 and K#Byua: CC Madhya 8. 268
various f or msg991641181d9 17. 12

fourrar med and Koéyua f2®r m: CC Mad 6. 201

Activity: Compile a list (or have the children research and compile the list) of the various
ecstatic transformations of the Lord¥%»s body
in Antya | =1 6. I f you compile the Ilist, have
then create a combined booklet of the illustrations

Resources:
Caitanya Caritémdébta Madhya | =1 6, chapter 13
Caitanya Caritdémodétd7 Antya | +1 6, chapters 14

Activity: Ask the children to pretend they are K20
in South India (or Balabhadra who traveled w
how they would take care of the Lord%»s cl oth
orally, writing, acted out dramatically, or shown in an original drawing

Resources:
Caitanya Caritdémbébta, Madhya L=+106, chapters 7
Especially verses:

7.39, 7.93, 7.155

9.226:234, 9.338
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Deity Resources

Activity: Have the children each write a poem or s
Resources:

|l worship Their Lordships ér=+ Caitanya Mahop
arms extenadown to Their knees, whose beautiful complexions are radiant yellow like

mol ten gold and whose el ongated eyes are |ik
matutas, the guardians of religious principles
all living entities, and the most compassionate incarnations of Godhead. They initiated the
congregational chanting of the names of Lord
111

by Murari Gupta

All glories to Shri Gaurasundara, whose powerful activities are supremely pure, whose bod-
ily complexion is like molten gold, whose eyes are like lotus petals, whose six beautiful
arms extend to His knees, and whose heart is flooded with loving devotional bliss as He en-
joys dancing in various ways in k=+rtana.

Caitanya Bhoghauata-1BBdhya

When the Lord moved forward while dancing in ecstasy, everyone chanted the name of

Hari and floated in waves of ecstasy. Everyone became freed from material suffering on see-
ing the Lord's beautiful face, and they all joyfully chanted the name of Hari. The Lord's
beauty defeated that of millions of Cupids. There is nothing with which it may be com-

pared.

Still, by His mercy, | am trying to explain. Otherwise, who is able to describe His beautiful
form? His effulgent golden form is the essence of the Vedas. He was decorated with sandal-
wood paste and appeared like the moon. His curling hair was decorated with a garland of
jasmine, and His sweet smile defeated all artistic expression. His forehead was decorated
with sandalwood paste and dots of colored powder. He raised His arms and the name of
Hari emanated from His moonlike face. His flower garland that hung down to His knees
swung to and fro. His entire body became wet with the tears flowing from His lotus eyes.

His two strong arms were like golden pillars. Being decorated with hairs standing on end,
His body looked like a golden kadamba flower. His lips were enchanting, and His teeth

were beautiful. His eyebrows stretched to the bottoms of His ears. His shoulders defeated

those of the king of elephants. Hi s broad <ch
t hread. Lakym+ and tulas+ resided at His | ot
fine cloth. His nose was raised, and His lionlike neck was enchanting. His body was taller
and more golden than that of anyone el se. Pe
hair is decorated with various fl owers. »
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Deity Resources

Activity: Have the children each write a poem or s
Resources:
1)ér +mat + S+t o Thok

ur 00 +-1.13.i1%5i (2) At yduvareagdx Ga. n ' Nir
A1.95.3)Cc.MHl . 7.79. (4) A brohmauvua is telling
Caitanya Maholdroweliau: Cc. M

ro-mankt i Joaddhetmak ur a 4-camsm&ma n a 4
rkd1aJVIUngtmwasan&d4vyasbrhanA Ufcitam

At yDas Samaddar a4 -vkeaSodjajrvpaal a 4
caitanyadly uktaindeaknaa j @ sa4sevyamUna4 bhaje

v Uy

-}

"I worship $r9g Caitanyadeva, whose hair is i
face is splendorous like a radiant moon, whose limbs are smeared with candana and aguru and
who, adorned with wonderful clothes, garlands and transcendental, glittering ornaments,

dances while absorbed in ecstasies of sweet mellows. His body of golden complexion, being
adorned with the ornaments of bhUva, makes H
presence of His intimate associatéBHajana Rahasya)
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Deity Resources

Activities that have resources on this and the next few pagesiave each child choose a
favorite picture of Lord Caitanya (or color one with pencil, crayons, or paint) and decorate
it with garlands and necklaces by gluing on paper flowers, beads, sequins, etc.

Give each child a picture of Lord Caitanyathis can be a photo or a picture for them to
paint or color. Give them cardboard (or posterboard), glue, sequins, small paper flowers,
and so forth, and have each of them create and decorate a frame for their picture

C‘"‘é www.iskcondesiretree.com
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Deity Resources
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