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Overview of the Program

Schedule:

If used for only one day, the activities can be the focus in the morning, and the general festival
celebration in the afternoon and evening. Each festival can be the focus for a five -day week,
with a concentration each day on one of the five most potent items of devotional service as re-

lated to that festival. This program is flexible and can be used in other ways. For example, it is

entirely possible to take one item of devotional service and concentrate on it for more than one

day, or even an entire week so that this guide could provide more than a month worth of activi-

ties.

Uses:

{For children being home -schooled to enrich the devotional part of the program

{For regular academic schools that are related to K 0 y tbraciousness
fForonce -awe ek schools, childrends clubs, and similar supp
{For children in non -devotee schools as a supplementary program in the morning or evening

Organization of the material:

JFirst, there is background information for teachers with limited knowledge of the tradition
fiSecond, there is a simplified (primary level) version of a story associated with the festival that
can be read to the children. Three detailed (secondary level) versions are also provided. The
version from Bhagavatam, Gopala -campu, or Ananda -vandavana -campu can be read to primary
students, also.
1Third, there is the educational focus in three parts: learning aims, what children will accom -
plish by the end of this unit, and assessing how well the aims have been achieved.
Some parents and teachers may find these brief ideas to be sufficient for them to develop their
own additional activities.
{Fourth, there are lists of suggested activities for children of various ages. There are also gen-
eral suggestions for mixed age groups.
JFifth, there are pages of resources such as songs and prayers, where to find stories in scripture,
pictures to color, Internet links, and so forth, to assist with the suggested activities.
fSixth, there are suggestions for how the study of this festival may be related to other areas of
Study, such as Religious Education, Geography, etc..
fiSeventh, there is description of a general celebration of the festival

Explanation of the Three  -part Educational Focus at the Top of each Page of Activities:

fLearning aims: A very general idea of the goal from the perspective of the adult who is guiding
the learning

What children will accomplish by the end of this unit: A very general idea of the goal from the
perspective of the children

fAssessing how well the aims have been achieved: Specific and measurable ways in which the
adult can decide how well the aims have been achieved.

Experienced teachers will note that the range of activities for each section demands more gen-
eral ideas of assessment criteria than would be used for a lesson centered around one or two
activities. Teachers may want to write up more focused aims, intentions, objectives, and assess-
ment criteria which will correspond to the specific activities they choose.

Please note that this is the first printinfpedback is welcome and wanted to improve later editions



Symbols and Links

Symbols:

This symbol: ‘
means that all or some resources for the activity are included in this guidebook

This symbol: N
means that the activity requires resources not included in this guide to be gathered in advance

Links:

After some activities there are words in parenthesis indicating a link to another part of the cur-
riculum.

Examples:

Activities can link to the Avanti School Religious Education program (RE) or to their Philosophy

and Ethics program (humility, empathy, self  -discipline, respect, integrity, courage, gratitude) or to
their Faith Themes and Concepts (such as: varnasrama, maya, time and space, karma, etc.)

See the next three pages for the areas of values and philosophy to which activities in this book
will link.

We do not list all possible links.



Symbols and Links: 21 Core Concepts

Over  #EAEOA O! AE bhéddhedaOAOOOAS
arching | Philosophy inconceivable simultaneous oneness and difference
1. Atman (the eternal self) and Brahman (spirit)
The Self . .
1 - 2. Reincarnation and Moksha
(spirit)
3. The Law of Karma
4. The Three Gunasnd Prakriti (matter)
The World .
2 (matter) 5. Maya (the world as illusory)
6. Time and space
7. God in Three Placesgverywhere, within and withouk
3 God 8. God with and withoutformj A1 O OOEA 1 Al U
(the Divine) . _ ]
9. Rasatheology (loving relationships)
10. Dharma
11. Varnashramadharma (worldly duties)
a Dharma 12. SanatanaDharma (spiritual duties)
(moral duty) 13. Mind and Sense Control
14. Sources of authority (holy people, sacred texts and inner
voice)
O1T A Ci Al h zihdpatisoP AOE OB
Spiritual 15. Selfless Action
5 Practices 16. Knowledge and Wisdom
(Linking with o
the Divine) 17. Yoga and Meditation
18. Devotional service (worship)
19. Yukta-vairagya (engaging all material things in divine
service)
Acting in . o
6 this World 20. Ahimsa and Vegeta.lrlanlsm N
21. Sadhusanga (keeping good company, the association of
saints)

1 This central concept attempts to resolve tensions between worldejection and world-
affirmation, avoiding the polarities of thoughtless enjoyment and dy renunciation.



Symbols and Links: 21 Core Concepts and Six Values

2. Selt

3.

form)

1. Empathy discipline | Respect 4. Integrity 5. Courage | 6. Gratitude
SOUrces dharma dharma
atman yoga and values and knowledge | action and
o of . .
(eternal self) | meditation . self & wisdom | social
authority -
development contribution
| Godin 3 Godin3 | Godin3
bhakti-yoga places
selfless maya places places
(love and . beyond, o o
. action (illusion) within the | everywhere/
service) as a .
heart in nature
person
yukta- .
: . . the law of vairagya sanatana
reincarnation | the three | time and . dharma
+ mokfa guéas space karma dealing andseva
accountability | with the .
service
world
God rasa
e mind and | (with
ahiasa + . R varéacrama| theology
. sense and sadhu-saiga ;
vegetarianism : -dharma and loving
control without

relationships




Symbols and Links: Six Values and Over -arching Humility

Over
arching
Humility

Of fers respect to all |/ Doesnbo
Aware of own shortcomings / Understands own talents asyived /
Admitsmi st akes / Refl exive [/ Do
destiny

1| Empathy

Empathic / Kind and Caring / Loving / Considerate/ Compassionate
Forgiving /Sharing / Sympathetic /Amiable / Selfcepting /Builds
rapport with others Concerned for animals and environment / Non
violent / Sees the real self within

Self
discipline

Well-mannered / Seiontrolled / Disciplined / Punctual / Patient /
Grave /Enjoys stillness, reflection, prayer and meditation / Introspe
/ Discerning/ Clean /Neat + tidy / Conscientious /Has foresight /Avo
compulsive habits

3| Respet

Likes and respects self / Polite / Wb#haved /Courteous to all and
elders/Respects other faiths +cultures / Aptly treats private and pu
property / Acknowledges others needs, beliefs + boundaries / See
divine everywhere

4 | Integrity

Honest / Truthful / Keeps promises / Responsible / Reliable / Loyal
Reflexive /Admits and rectifies mistakes / Content / Satisfied / Fulfi
/ MagnanimousAuthentic / AutonomousAcknowledgesselfworth /
Keeps appropriate company

5| Courage

Selfassured Selfreliant / Has esteem (in self, family and tradition)
Confident/ Meets own needs / Creative / Innovative / Leadership in
group / Optimistic Motivated / Determined / Perseverant / Fearless
Curious / Inquisitive

6 | Gratitude

Says 0t hCelebkatey libeUAPpreciative of life; of parents +
teacherspf beauty; of othersdé tale
and natureReciprocates with others / @perative / Joyful / Playful /
Humorous




The Most Important Point

The following |l etter from ér+la Prabhupdda i
sential when training young children in ser.\
°Yes, the proof of your teaching method shal

enthusiasm exhibited by the children. If they are allowed to worship the Deity by practicing
performing aratrika very seriously, plus always be engaged in different various activities cen-
tered around Koéyua, then their education wil
always be instructed by taking advantage of

(ér+1l a Prabhepdda | etter: 72

All of us have some sensory input that triggers an emotional and physio-
logical reaction A pleasant or unpleasant. For example, certain smells,
foods, places, songs, and so forth exert such a powerful influence that

we find ourselves almost reliving the original association. Something be-
comes a trigger for a physiological reaction either through one very
strong incident or frequently repeated weaker ones. Each of us tends to
avoid things which have become negative triggers and surround our-
selves with things that are positive triggers.

When our pupils become adults, what will the various aspects of festivals
trigger in them? Will they associate k  -ftana, Deity worship, and the other
activities with fun, love, friendship, safety, and adventure? Will their as-
sociation be blasé and neutral? Or will thoughts of k “tana or a festival
trigger feelings of embarrassment, discomfort, or boredom?

Think of the various aspects of festival learning and participation that
can act as triggers for our pupils. They are: the time, the place, the mu-
sic, chanting, the specific festivals, or some of the activities. We cannot
possibly control all the factors that might cause some of these to be-
come negative triggers, but we can surely make a deliberate attempt for
them to be only positive ones!



Spiritual Holidays

A break from routine, a special mark on the calendar, a day that can ab-

sorb a childéds mind for weeks or more bef®Wethand.
help children become absorbed in pleasing Him. The calendar of the Hare K 0 y thoRte-

ment overflows with days to celebrate. Major festivals commemorate the divine birth,

or appearance, of K @ Y @na His incarnations. Other festivals celebrate K 0 V '¢lpas-

times and the anniversaries of the appearance and passing of pure devotees of the
Lord.

Unfortunately, we might neglect to take full advantage of the intense spiritual effect

KOy ktanscious holidays can have on a childés 1ife
may pass by unnoticed, or there may be only a scriptural reading geared to an adult audi-

ence. Adults may even plan events mostly for adults. Children come to the adult gather-

ing, but they simply learn that a holiday means being bored, or running and playing wildly.

How can our children find the spiritual highlights of their lives in festivals?

Putting on a play about the holiday is exciting for children. They love rehears-
ing, dressing up, and getting on stage. And they love pleasing the adults, who enjoy the
plays in spite of (and to some extent because of) the imperfections. Older children can
spend many weeks striving for professional results. They can also write or adapt a script,
buy costumes and make -up, create the soundtrack, and so on. Children can also prepare
a dramatic reading related to the holiday. Such readings require far less work for the
adults directing the show, and absorb the childre
duction.

Every year at the Govardhana Puja festival, honoring Lord K 0 y '$1liffing
of Govardhana Hill, our students make a small hill of paper maché over wire and bal-
loons. We paint it and decorate it with plants, streams, pools, plastic or clay animals, and
so on. (We make the pools from mirrors and the streams from tinsel over tin foil). One
year, to celebrate Rathayatra each student made his or her own cart from a shoe box
and cardboard. Wedve also made di orarmwsdayiposi de b
ject: writing about the festival and then mounting and decorating the poem or essay.

To celebrate the appearance of Lord Varaha, the Lord as a giant boar who
|l i fted the earth with Hi s tusks, t he chil dren pl
Some years we have groups of students make a picture of Varaha and the earth and
then play the game with the best picture. Last year our grown daughter drew Varaha,
and the students competed for the best earth drawing. Then, blindfolded, each of us
tried to tape the earth as c¢close as possible to t
awaited the winner.

Children | ove+--ROMA oy Word Ramads appear a
whatever songs and prayers relate to the incarnation or event we are celebrating. Some-
times we make copies of a song in Devanagari, the original Sanskrit alphabet, to have the
children practice their Sanskrit while they learn the prayer.



: What is more fun for a child than a story? But so often we adults just read,
without expression or explanation, from a book written for adults. If we dramatize a
little, have lively questions and answers, and concentrate on the story line, children will
be entranced. Today we also have many K O y tbr&cious stories on audio and video
tape.

: Children can decorate the temple, help with cooking
a feast, and do extra cleaning at home or at the temple. If they worship a Deity of the
Lord, they can make Him a special flower garland or a new outfit, or decorate His altar
with flowers. Older children can help in many ways at the temple.

: Fasting may not sound like fun for a child, but most children delight in per-
forming some austerity for K~ 0 y nany festival days call for fasting, either until noon
or the evening. | generally ask children under age seven to eat, even if they want to fast.

I encourage children over ten to try the
stick to it. Children remember with fondness the first Janmastami they fasted until mid-
night.

: We can find many more ways to include children in holidays. The
real key is the mood of the adults. We need to remember that celebrating the glory of

the Lord is for children too.

This section originally appeared as an article in o0Back

t

fast, an

0

Godheadd

10



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

The Story and Some Philosophical Concepts Connected with the Festival

The festival of Govardhan@ Cj 6 recounts events that happene
the village of V&éndovana, | ndi &grarvail,nndhé statena i s
of Uttar Pradesh. The Supreme Lord had appear
chief of a village of cowherds. At the time o
villagers had a custom of a harvest festival where they performed a ritual of making offerings to
the demigod, Indra. Indra |iterally means ©°ch
tial beings who have positions of service to God in the universe. Indra is a god who regulates
precipitation and has a lightning bolt as a weapon. In this ritual the villagers had priests offer

food into a fire while saying prayers to Indr
to stop all worship of Indra and similar lesser gods. In this respect, the story reminds us of the
depiction in the Bible where the Lord wanted Moses to stop the people from worshiping any-

one or any form other than His. However, at this point in the GovardhapaCj 6 st or vy, Ko
does not directly reveal Himself to be God, the proper object of worship and sacrifice. Rather,

He redirects the villagers to worship a local small mountain called Govardhana. The name
'‘Govardhana' has two primary translations. In the literal meaning, 'Go' translates to ‘cows', and
'vardhana' translates to 'nourishment’. Another meaning of 'Go' is 'the senses' and 'vardhana'’

can alsomean'toincreaset hus t he name i1 s also transl ated
which increases the senses'’ in their attracti
the personality of Govardhana blesses the devotee by increasing his devotion (bhakti). Thus,

by residing in the foothills of Govardhana Hill, all the senses and the respective duties of a soul
attain divinity and are more inclined to perf

During the festival directed to Govardhana Hill, the Hill itself takes a divine form of God Him-
self, showing that worship of Govardhana is worship of the one Supreme God in the form of a
mountain. In the Bible, there are references to the Lord taking the form of a burning bush that
is not consumed, or a pillar of fire or of smoke.

In the original story, the villagers happily cooked a feast which they offered to Govardhana
Hill. They went around the hill, walking or in animaldrawn carts, keeping the hill on their

right side, which is a traditional sign of respect. While they went around the hill, they sang and
danced, wearing their finest clothes.

However, although Indra is supposed to be a servant of God, he rebelled with anger at the stop-
ping of the honor he expected, and he decided
points to the concept of these celestial beings, demigods, as being neither perfect saintly angels

nor fallen devils, but beings more or less like humans in that they have a complex nature and

can have both good and evil in their character. Indra sent a storm that is supposed to be re-
served for the destruction part of the univer
flooded, putting al/l its human and ani mal res
and the world that He is, indeed, God, by lifting the mountain of Govardhana and providing

shelter underneath until Indra came to his senses, stopped the deluge, and apologized.

11



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

Aspects of the Celebration

Unli ke most festivals in the @GB&pa+-yavoVaegltan
ing and no fasting. It is a harvest festival, where the bounty of the earth is offered in thanksgiv-

ing to God who has manifested the form of a hill seemingly made of earth and rocks. The festi-

val is very connected, therefore, with food. Traditionally many different varieties of food are

given to Govardhana Hill, and then everyone enjoys the feast.

There is a large celebration yearly at the original Govardhana Hill where residents and pilgrims

walk around the hill, singing and chanting before the feast. This walk takeg Aours and is

traditionally done barefoot. Because this festival occurs in the holy month of Kartika (also
called DO6modara) the whole modern Vdndovana a
tourists and pilgrims. So many people visit Govardhana on the festival day that roads are closed

to vehicular traffic and nearly half a million people can be walking around the hill.

The modern climate of the area in which Govardhana Hill is located is semd. The descrip-
tions in scripture of Govardhana Hill as filled with waterfalls, fruit trees, gems, and lush grass
is therefore not visible today, except perhaps to enlightened persons with spiritual vision.
Govardhana Hill today is a long, narrow, short rise made mostly of rocks, and spotted with
trees, mostly thorn trees. Although most pilgrims will avoid stepping on the hill out of respect,
local residents regularly walk on and over it. There are many renounced persons who live in
simple huts near to, or even at the base of the hill, where they engage in prolonged chanting
and meditation. Some walk around the hill daily, and some even go around the hill by lying
prostrate on the ground, putting a stone by their hands, rising, and then, putting their feet at
the stone, lying prostrate again. They take a break at night, with the whole process taking

about two weeks. Because Govardhana Hill is i
is described as having every part equal to th
pebble of Govardhana to be sacred. Such rocks
and homes of devotees of Koéyua, where they ar

For those who cannot visit the original hill, celebrants often make a replica hill and ask that the

Deity temporarily manifest in their replica. If anyone in the community has an actual rock from
Govardhana, that rock may be placed on the replica hill. Celebrants then walk around their

replica hill while singing hymns and traditional songs. The replica hill is often made of food

which is then distributed as part of the feast. If the festival is outside, sometimes the food is

thrown into the crowd. The hill can also be made out of clay, papeaché or sometimes cow

dung (the village of Vénddédvana was mostly cow
dried cow dung for cooking). Sometimes food is put on top of a clay or papgchéhill, as

well. The food is sometimes made to resemble natural aspects of a hill, such as rocks, trees, and
streams. Often sweet items predominate.

Many festivals include a renactment of the story through drama or reading

If someone has an actual rock from Govardhana, there may be a traditional bathing, with each
of the following (separately): milk, yoghurt, ghee, honey, sugarcane juice, and water.

12



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

Lunar and Solar Calendars, and the Meaning of the Page Headings

Gaua-+ya Vai yuava fesdikradrst i(,exa emitndrorf éeMsatkia
not a solar calendar. Therefore, GovardhapaCj 6 does not occur on t he
on the Western calendars. It is always sometime in October/November, however, because

t he Gaua+ya calendar adds an extra lunar mon
dar roughly in tune with the solar year. On the years that this extra month is added, the fes-

tival will be either unusually early or unusually late in the year, depending on when in the

year the month is added.

Il n the headings in this guide, the word °Dd&m
in which Govardhanap Cj 6 occurs. This month ipsakdglao real
fers to the | ight fortnight, and °pratipat»

curs. All this information can be used to calculate the day in which the festival will be ob-

served on any particular year. Keep in mind that the date may be one day different in vari-

ous parts of the world. The Hare Kdyua Movem
software, to enable anyone to know the date of festivals in their location in the present year.

List of Main Personalities Associated with this Festival

U K 0 y, areavatar or incarnation on earth of the supreme, original, and complete form of
God
UNanda o
on eart
youth
UYadéodo or Mothlee pavbeddevotee of Kdyua who
mother on earth, wife of Nanda

UR6dhd6 or ,Rdddahuégrhétiesr of VOyabhdédnu Mahér é6j a, t
sana, near to VOonddévana. She is Koédyua's bel
U GovardhanaHi,, an expansion or manifestation of K
or small mountain, serves Ko&yua¥hs devotees
Ulndra, | i terally meaning ©°chief,» it is the ti
l esti al beings in the universe who manage t
living beings take the role of Indra at different times. Anyone who is sufficiently pious

and qualified can be born as Indra for a limited time period

uSdénvart akpawedul coama persons who take the form of clouds at the time of
universal destruction to cause flooding

r Nandda hMdalparej alevotee of Ko&yua who
h and is the | eader or king of the v

13



Govardhanap Cj 0 : D6 mpalkayra Rrudktli

Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

' Varieties of food offered to Govardhana
HiAII in Vonddévana, | nd
-pCj 6 day

Modern celebrants in
America sing while
walking around a replica
hill, in this case made of
papermaché

Rocks from Govardhana Hill,
being worshipped in a tem-
ple as icons or Deities

14
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Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

Govardhana Hi
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Background information for teachers unfamiliar with the tradition

R

These pupils make a replica hill out
of papermachéand then decorate it
with various purchased or created

materials to resemble trees, rivers,
ponds, animals, and people on the
hill.

Traditional bathing of a rock
from Govardhana Hill. Often the
bath is of (separately) milk, yo-
ghurt, ghee (clarified butter),
honey, sugarcane juice, and wa-
ter

16
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The Story in VERY Simple Form

King I ndra ordered the dangerous c¢cl ouds a
their strength and power. There was lightning and thunder, terrible wind and netop
rain. The rainfall was like piercing sharp arrows. Can you imagine such heavy rainfall? The

water poured down so heavily that i1t fl ooded
ous, especially for the animals. The rain fell and harsh winds blew, and all the animals be-

gan to tremble from the cold. They coul dn?t
to ask Him to help. The cows were especially disturbed by the heavy rain, so they bowed

down their heads, took their calves undernea
shelter.

The people of Vdndoédvana began t epowerfugy t o KE¢
and You are very affectionate to Your devotees. Please protect us. We have been much har-
assed by angry I ndra. »

Kéyua | istened to the people and understo
people and animals, trees and environment in a terrible way. Indra was showing how angry
he was that he didn%nt get his sacrifice.
Kéyua said, °This demigod thinks he is su
| shall teach him that his power is not supreme. | am the Supreme Lord over all, and | shall
take away his pride. His pride came from being given so much power. The demigods are My
devotees, and so it is not possible for them to forget Me as Supreme. Somehow or other In-
dra has become puffed up with material power and has become mad. | will help him to be a

peacef ul devotee agai n. I owi | also protect
Lord Koyua picked up Govardhana Hill with
mushroom from the ground.
Kéyua said °My dear brothers, my dear f at

under the umbrella of Govardhana Hill. Do not be afraid of the hill and think that it will fall
down, even though my hand is small. The rain and wind has frightened you so much, but

now the hill wildl protect you. »

Lord Kdyua made all the people of V&énddbva
great hill with their ani mal s. Kéyua was hol
ger of His Il eft hand. Everyone from Véndovan
hungry, thirsty or having any other probl ems

lifting the huge mountain.
Seeing the extraordinary power of Kodyua,
stand what was going on. He called for all the clouds to stop. Then the sky became com-

pletely cleared of all c¢clouds and the sun sh
known as the |ifter of Govardhana Hill, said
and take your wives, children, cows and valuables home, because the trouble is over. The
flooding is finished so your animals wil/| be
After everyone |l eft with their cows, KOoyu
The people of Vdndoédvana waited until Koéyua h

towards Him and showed their feelings of love by hugging Him. Surrounded by His dear
friends and family, he went home.

17
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Primary/ Elementary Level: The Story in Simple Form

Kéyua had seen that not only were | ocal br é6h
t her , Nanda Mahor éja, seemed to be as well

is the sacrifice supposed to dowhat is its purpose, 2) who is the sacrifice for, and 3) how

is it done. Kéyua explained that if we know
we do not know what we are doing, we do not get success. We should not follow tradition
blindly. Nanda Mahoro6ja was silent. Then Koy
spect, whether friends or enemies. Even if you want to keep secrets from an enemy, you can
tell the truth to your family members. »

Then Nanda, King of the cowherds, told his son that the ceremony was a tradition meant to

please Indra. Indra sends rain needed for grass for the cows, to grow food, and to cook,
drink, and wash. Kéyua wanted them to worshi
d his father that I ndra isn%Bt i mportant.
y . Nanda Mahor 6ja argued that work al one
ssings of God, not just our wor k. But Koy
e bring rain. Clouds come from the mode o
on the ocean where we don%»bt need rain, so wh
father that their main relationship was not with celestial beings in heaven, but with local

natureée Govardhana Hill and the Vdndovana Forest.

t
d
b
t

c —c o

I
t
e
r

Nanda Mahor béja suggested finishing th
for Govardhana | ater. Kéyua insisted
instead. Finally, Nanda agreed. AlIl t

were happy to follow His instructions and asked how to do the sacrifice He wanted.

e ¢
to
he

® —~+ O

r
a
I

Q x o
® @ 3

Kéyua said, °Prepare | ots of wonderful food
of fancy cakes, both baked and fried, shoul
kor 6, pur + and all kinds of milk preparatio
rasagull 6 and | aaau. Have the | ocal br 6 hmau
sacred fire. Feed everyone in the villdgell the people and all the animals, even to the

street dogs. Decorate the cows and give char

QQ S5 Q-

Everyone in Véndovana village foll owed what
ful clothes and jewelry. With their cows in front, they sang as they walked around Govard-

hana Hill or went in ox carts. The broéhmauas
KOoyua. Kéyua expanded Hi mself and showed th
became a huge Deity. Kéyua was wal king arou
told the villagers that Govardhana was pleased to accept their offerings. After a wonderful
festival, everyone went home feeling satisfi
hana will have all good fortune, and the ma
to the villagers as they ended their exciting day.

S5 Qo

-}

Because Govardhana Hill showed a form as God
rocks or pebbles from the hill just as they worship the Deity in the temple.
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Whil e everyone in Vdndodévana thought their ex
He thought Ko&ylua was an ordinary boy who had
villagers were proud, but he was the one who was proud. He decided to use the clouds
Sé6ivartaka to flood Vdnddévana and destroy ev
time when the universe is destroyed. These clouds are actually persons and they were

scared to follow Indra. They knew he was wrong. But Indra told them he was also coming

on his elephant to protect them, so they obeyed his command. They used all their strength

and power.

Everyone in Véndoévana soon felt strong wind,
rows. There was thunder and lightning. Pieces of ice fell. Soon, everyone was cold. There
was a flood where water covered even the sma

to beg Him to protect them. The | ove bet ween
this difficulty.

Kéyua decided to show Indra that only God i s
tees. He picked up Govardhana Hill as if it was as light as a mushroom. He held it up like

an umbrella. AlIl the people Véndovana came u

They brought their animals and belongings.

Govardhana Hill felt ecstasy at the touch of
whole village to come under. The hill felt the lightning and rain as if it were soft flowers, or
did not even feel it at all.

Kéyua balanced the hill on t
thirsty, or tired. 't was |
was drinking nectar by seeing His devotees.

op of His left |
ke their eyes we
Indra was amazed. After 7 days, he stopped the clouds. The sun rose, the rivers became nor-

mal , and the ground dried. Kéyua told everyo
the hill back where it was before.

Kéyua¥s parents and ol der brother hugged Koy
mi xed with their |l oving tears. They sang fro
as they went home. The demigods from heaven
The cowherd men talked about all the wonderf
They wondered, °Who is Ko&éyua?» Nanda Mahar aj
told them K&éyua would be special. They decid
Il ndra came in a private place next to Govard
come in public. He brought a surabhi cow fro
crown | ooked | i ke sunshine, but I ndra fell o
|l ndra said, °1 was proud and thought you off
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master. You are above the modes of goodness, passion, and ignorance. You own everything.
| did something terrible because | was angry. Please forgive me. Never let my consciousness

be i mpure I i ke this again. Pl ease be my shel
Kéyua spoke in a deep voice |ike thundering
told Indra to return to heaven and be humbl e

have power by My mercy. | can favor anyone. | can take everything away from anyone. Do
not be proud. »

The surabhi cow from heaven told Kodéyoua, ©°Ind
are our chief, our I ndra.» The cow gave Koyu
gave KoOoyua a bath with the Gaugoé water from
K6y ua.

Then, in Véndovana, honey dripped from hives

each other. Cows gave so much milk that milk dripped from their udders. Rivers had many
different kinds of wonderful drinks, instead of just water. Jewels came out of the earth with-
out anyone digging for them. Plants gave food without anyone taking care of them. Indra
then returned to heaven, with many demigods around him.
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While engaged with théo r 6 h mwehd waese too much involved in the performance of Vedic sacri-
fices, Kdyoua and Balaroma al so saw that the cowh
to pacify Indra, the King of heaven, who is responsible for supplying water. As stated in the

Caitanyac ar i ta&d mbevaqt ee of KoOéyua has strong and firm f

simply engaged in KO&dylua consciousness and Koéyua?w
from all ot her obligations. A pure devotee of Lo
tic functions enjoined in theVedasnor is he required to worship any demigods. Being a devotee of

Lord Kdyua, one is understood to have perfor med
to the demigods. One does not develop devotional

istic ceremonies or worshiping the demigods, but it should be understood that one who is engaged
fully in the service of the Lord has already fulfilled all Vedic injunctions.

I n order to stop all such activities by His d
sive devotional service during His presence in V
of Godhead, Ko6yua knew that the cowherd men were

ter of etiquette He began to inquire with great honor and submission from elder personalities like
Mahor 6j a Nanda.
Kéyua asked His father, °My dear Fat her , what
fice? What is the result of such a sacrifice, and for whom is it meant? How is it performed? Will you
kindly let Me know? | am very eager to know this procedure, so please explain to Me the purpose of

this sacrifice.» Upon this inquiry, Hi s father,
young boy would not be able to understand the intricacies of performing thex j K@y U a , howeve.l
persisted: °My dear Father, for those who are |

think anyone to be a friend, an enemy or a neutral party, because they are always open to everyone.

And even for those who are not so liberal, nothing should be kept secret from the family members

and friends, although secrecy may be maintained for persons who are inimical. Therefore you can-

not keep any secrets from Me. All persons are engaged in fruitive activities. Some know what these

activities are, and they know the result, and some execute activities without knowing the purpose or

the result. A person who acts with full knowledge gets the full result; one who acts without knowl-

edge does not get such a perfect result. Therefore, please let Me know the purpose of the sacrifice

you are going to perform. Is it according to Vedic injunction? Or is it simply a popular ceremony?

Kindly | et Me know in detail about the sacrifice
On hearing this inquiry from K&yuaa, Mahor 6j a

performance is more or less traditional. Because rainfall is due to the mercy of King Indra and the

clouds are his representatives, and because water is so important for our living, we must show some

gratitude to the controller of this rainfall, Ma

King Indra because he has very kindly sent us clouds to pour down a sufficient quantity of rain for

successful agricultural activities. Water is very important: without rainfall we cannot farm or pro-

duce grain, and without grain we cannot live. Therefore rain is necessary for successful religious

ceremonies, economic development and, ultimately, liberation. So we should not give up this tradi-

tional ceremonial function; if one gives it up, being influenced by lust, greed or fear, then it does

not |l ook very good for him.»
After hearing this, K&6yua, the Supreme Person
and all t he el der cowherd men of Vondodédvana, spok

Indra, very angry. He suggested that they forgo the sacrifice. His reasons for discouraging the sacri-
fice performed to please Indra were twofold. First, as stated in Bleagavaey + thére is no need to
worship the demigods for any material advancement; all results derived from worshiping the demi-
gods are simply temporary, and only those who are less intelligent are interested in temporary re-
sults. Second, whatever temporary result one derives from worshiping the demigods is actually
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granted by the permission of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is clearly stated iBlhga-

vadg +t 6. may ai vVéhatever bandfitGsrsupposed to benderived from the demigods is

actually bestowed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Without the permission of the Supreme

Personality of Godhead, one cannot bestow any benefit upon others. But sometimes the demigods

become puffed up by the influence of material nature; thinking themselves all in all, they forget the

supremacy of the Personality of Godhead.énr +~ 1Bd @ g a \it & tleany stated that in this in-

stance K&6yua wanted to make King I ndra angry. K20

lation of the demons and protection of the devotees. King Indra was certainly a devotee, not a de-

mo n , but because he was puffed up, Kéyua wanted

by stoppingthe Indrap Cj 6, which had been arranged by the co
With this purpose in mind, KO&6yua began to tal

losophy of Karmam+ méis 6. Advocates of this philosophy do

the Personality of Godhead. They put forward the argument that if anyone works nicely, the result

is sure to come. Their opinion is that even if there is a God who gives man the result of his fruitive

activities, there is no need to worship Him, because unless man works He cannot bestow any good

result. They say that instead of worshiping a demigod or God, people should give attention to their

own duties, and thus the good result wil.l surely

cording to these principles of the Karmemm+ méis é phil osophy. ©°My dear Fa

think you need to worship any demigod for the successful performance of your agricultural activi-

ties. Every living being is born according to his pasairmaand leaves this life simply taking the re-

sult of his presenkarma.Everyone is born in different types or species of life according to his past

activities, and he gets his next birth according to the activities of this life. Different grades of mate-

rial happiness and distress, comforts and disadvantages of life, are different results of different kinds

of activities, from either the past or present |
Mahor 6ja Nanda and other el der members argued

god one cannot derive any good result simply by material activities. This is actually the fact. For

example, it is sometimes found that in spite of firslass medical help and treatment by a firslass

physician, a diseased person dies. It is concluded, therefore, that-filess medical treatment or the

attempts of a firstclass physician are not in themselves the cause for curing a patient; there must be

the hand of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

their children is not the cause of the children%

care by the parents, the children go bad or succumb to death. Therefore material causes are not suf-

ficient for results. There must be the sanction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Nanda Ma-

hor éja therefore advocated that in order to get

isfy Indra, the superintending deity of the rain

that the demigods give results only to persons who have executed their prescribed duties. The demi-

gods cannot give any good results to the person who has not executed the prescribed duties; there-

fore demigods are dependent on the execution of duties and are not absolute in awarding good re-

sults to anyone. So why should one care about them?

°My dear Father,» Lord Kdyua said, °there is no

to achieve the result of his own work. We can actually see that one becomes busy according to the

natural tendency of his work; and according to that natural tendency, all living entitiewhether

human beings or demigods achieve their respective results. All living entities achieve higher or

lower bodies and create enemies, friends or neutral parties only because of their different kinds of

work. One should be careful to discharge duties according to his natural instinct and not divert at-

tention to the worship of various demigods. The demigods will be satisfied by proper execution of

all duties, so there is no need to worship them. Let us, rather, perform our prescribed duties very

nicely. Actually, one cannot be happy without executing his proper prescribed duty. One who does
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not, therefore, properly discharge his prescribed duties is compared to an unchaste wife. The proper

prescribed duty of théb r 6 h mathesstsidy of theVedasthe proper duty of the royal order, the

k y at iisiengagement in protecting the citizens; the proper duty of thea i @mraunity is agri-

culture, trade and protection of the cows; and the proper duty of theC d is sewsvice to the higher

classes, namely the r 6 h ma U a s andkayiad/ededpray $0 thev a i é@mmunity, and our

proper duty is to farm, trade agricultural produ
Kéyua identifiedi dymemehift wibadcahee Nanda Mahod

ing many cows and Ko&éyua was taking care of 't hem.

ments for thev a i @mraunity, namely agriculture, trade, protection of cows and banking. Al-

thoughthev ai ¢émwastake to any of these occupations, th
marily in the protection of cows.
Kéyua further explained to His father: ©°Thils cos

three modes of material natute goodness, passion and ignorance. These three modes are the
causes of creation, maintenance and destruction. The cloud is caused by the action of the mode of
passion; therefore it is the mode of passion which causes the rainfall. And after the rainfall, the liv-
ing entities derive the result success in agricultural work. What, then, has Indra to do with this
affair? Even if you do not please Indra, what can he do? We do not derive any special benefit from
Indra. Even if he is there, he pours water on the ocean also, where there is no need of water. So he
is pouring water on the ocean or on the land; it does not depend on our worshiping him. As far as
we are concerned, we do not need to go to another city or village or foreign country. There are pala-

tial buildings in the cities, but we are satisfi
tionship is with Govardhana Hill and vdndovana f
My dear Father, to begin a sacrifice which will satisfy the lotakr 6 h meadi@osgardhana Hill, and
l et us have nothing to do with I ndra.»

After hearing this statement by Ko&éyua, Nanda

asking, | shall arrange for a separate sacrifice for the Idral 6 h memdiGogardhana Hill. But for
the present let me execute this sacrifice known as Ingraa | pa . »

But Koéyua replied, °My dear Father, don¥%t del ay.
localb r 6 h muillitakesmuch time. Better take the arrangement and paraphernalia you have al-

ready made forthelndrgy aj pa and i mmedi ately engage them to s
localbr 6 hmadas.

Mahor 6ja Nanda finally relented. The cowherd
wanted they a jppear f or med, and K&6yua gave them the foll ow
foods of all descriptions from the grain and ghee collected for thea j Rrepare riced 6 then ha-
| av 6, p aakdalt kings ofpmilkrpreparations, such as sweet ricea bsweetballss ande 6 a ,

r as agndll a aandinvite the learned r 6 h meha @ chant the Vedic hymns and offer
oblations to the fire. Theb r ¢ h mshauld se given all kinds of grain in charity. Then decorate all

the cows and feed them well. After performing this, give money in charity to the 6 h mAs’aa s .
as the lower animals are concerned, such as the dogs, and the lower grades of people, such as the
c a U a orltha fifth class of men, who are considered untouchable, they also may be given sumptu-
ousp r a s GAftem mite grasses have been given to the cows, the sacrifice known as Govardhana

pCj 6 may i mmedi ately begin. This sacrifice wildl
I'n this statement, Lord KoOéyla pr aacaticogpal | y des
munity. In all communities in human society includingthebr 6 hma d a s , kyatriyas,

c a u a ét¢!aand, in the animal kingdor including the cows, dogs, goats, etc.everyone has his
part to play. Each is to work in cooperation for the total benefit of all society, which includes not
only animate objects but also inanimate objects like hills and land. The i émraunity is specifi-
cally responsible for the economic improvement of the society by producing grain, by giving protec-

23



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Secondary Level: The Story from Koéyua

tion to the cows, by transporting food when needed, and by banking and finance.

From this statement we learn also that although the cats and dogs, which have now become
so important, are not to be neglected, cow protection is actually more important than protection of
cats and dogs. Another hint we get from this statement is that the 0 a 6rltha sntouchables, are
also not to be neglected by the higher classes and should be given necessary protection. Everyone is
important, but some are directly responsible for the advancement of human society and some are

only indirectly responsible. However, when Kdyuoa
benefit is taken care of.

The sacrifice known as GovardhaqraCj 6 i s observed in the Kéyuda con
Caitanya has recommended that SVdc@eoKdydaand Gov.
hanaHit i s al so worshipable. To confirm thp&j &tias em
as good as worship of Him. From that day, GovardhapaCj 6 has been going on an
AnnakC&da. In all the temples of Véndoévana or out

pared in this ceremony and are very sumptuously distributed to the general population. Sometimes

the food is thrown to the crowds, and they enjoy collecting it off the ground. From this we can un-
derstandthappr as @ddmred to K&ylua never becomes pollute
thrown on the ground. The people therefore collect and eat it with great satisfaction.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kéyuaa, th
dayaj pa and begi-mCjthei Govrade@hatn@a chastise I ndra,
at being the supreme controller of the heavenly planets. The honest and simple cowherd men,
headed by Nanda Mahér o6ja, accepted KoOéyulua¥%s propo
They performed Govardhana worship and circumambulation of the hill. (Following the inaugura-
tion of Govardhanap Cj 6, people in Vdndoévana still dress ni
to offer worship and circumambulate the hill, leading their cows all around.) According to the in-
struction of Lord Ko&éyula, Nanda Mahbbnr ®h memdaansg t he
began to worship Govardhana Hill by chanting Vedic hymns and offering a s 6THeanhabitants
of VvVédnddévana assembled together, decorated their
front, they began to circumambulate Govardhana Hill. Tigeo mressed themselves very luxuri-
antlyand satinbuldr i ven carts, chanting t e 6dilimasseanss of K¢
bled there to act as priests for GovardhapaCj 6, of fered their blessings
their wives,theg o p + s .

When everything was complete, K&yla assumed a
the inhabitants of Vd&énddévana that He was Hi mself
tees that Govardhana Hil/l and Kdyua Himself are
fered there. The identity of K&dyua and Govardhan
rocks from Govardhana Hill and worship them exac
temples. The foll owers of the K&6yla consciousnes
pebbles from Govardhana Hill and worship them at home, because this worship is as good as Deity
worship. The form of Ko&6yua who began to eat the
Hi msel f, along with the other inhabitants of V&n
Govardhana Hill. I n offering obeisances to the h
cl ared, © Just see how Govardhana Hil|l has assume
all the offerings!» KOoyua also declared at that
hanap Cj 6, as | am personally conducting it, wild.l n
hana Hill, and persons neglecting the prescribed duty of Govardhgn&j 6 wi | | be bitten
shakes and killed. In order to assure the good fortune of the cows and themselves, all people of
Vonddévana near Govardhana must worship the hill,

Thus performing the Govardhanp Cj 6 sacrifice, all the inhabit
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the instructions of Ko&éyua, the son of Voésudeva,
homes.

When Indra understood that the sacrifice which was to be offered by the cowherd men in
Vonddévana had been stopped by Kdédylua, he became a
tants of Vondodévana, who were headed by Nanda Mah
Kéyua was personally protecting them. As the dir
the So6fAvartaka. This c¢cloud is invited when there
tion. The S6fivartaka was ordered by I ndra to go

an extensive flood. Demonically, Indra thought himself to be the-ptbwerful supreme personality.

When demons become very powerful, they defy the supreme controller, the Personality of Godhead.

Indra, though not a demon, was puffed up by his material position, and he wanted to challenge the
supreme controll er. He thought himself, at | east
©Just see the impudence of the inhabitants of VO
but being infatuated with their friend Ko&éyua, wh
have dared to defy the demigods. »

Kéyua has dRehagavad e tthabthenworshipers of the demigods are not very
intelligent. He has also declared that one has to give up all kinds of demigod worship and simply
concentrate on KO&yua consciousness. Ko6yua's invo
him is a clear indication to His devotees that t
need to worship any demigod, even if it is found
His devotees all protection, and they should completely depend on His mercy.

I ndra cursed the action of the inhabitants of
of the demigods, the inhabitants of V&éndoévana wi
the sacrifice to the demigods, they cannot cross over the impediments of the ocean of material exis-
tence. » ndra further decl ared, °These cowherd m
the adv e of this talkative boy who is known as
this ch d, they have enraged me.» Thus he order
prosperity of V&énddédvana. ©°The men of Vénddbvana, »
their material opulence and are overconfident du
simply talkative, childish and unaware of the complete cosmic situation, although He is thinking
Hi mself very advanced in knowledge. Because they
puni shed. They should be destroyed with their <co
cloud to go to Vénddévana and inundate the place.

It is indicated here that in the villages or outside the towns, the inhabitants must depend on
the cows for their prosperity. When the cows are destroyed, the people are destitute of all kinds of

I
i C
il
t

opul ences. When King Indra ordered the Soéfdvartak
the clouds were afraid of doing this mischief. B
will also go, riding on my elephant, accompanied by great storms. And | shall apply all my strength
to punishing the inhabitants of Vdédnddédvana. »
Ordered by King Indra, all the dangerous cl ouds

ter incessantly, with all their strength and power. There was constant lightning and thunder, blow-
ing of severe wind, and incessant falling of rain. The rain seemed to fall like piercing sharp arrows.
By pouring water as thick as pillars, without cessation, the clouds gradually filled all the lands in

Vonddévana with water, and there was no visible d
situation was very dangerous, especially for the animals. The rainfall was accompanied by great
winds, and every |iving creature in Vdndovana be

any other source of deliverance, they all approached Govinda to take shelter at His lotus feet. The
cows especially, being much aggrieved from the heavy rain, bowed down their heads, and taking
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their calves underneath their bodies, they approached the Supreme Personality of Godhead to take

shelter of His | otus feet. At that time al/l t he
°Dear Kodyua, » t heppwedul, ang ¥od are Very affactioaatedo Yaur dievotees.

Now please protect us, who have been much harass
Upon hearing their prayer, Kéyua could understan
was pouring down rain that was accompanied by heavy pieces of ice and strong winds, although all
this was out of season. KO6yua understood that th
therefore concluded, °This demigod who thinks hi

shall answer him according to My position, and | shall teach him that he is not autonomous in man-

aging universal affairs. | am the Supreme Lord over all, and | shall thus take away his false prestige,

which has risen from his power. The demigods are My devotees, and therefore it is not possible for

them to forget My supremacy, but somehow or other he has become puffed up with material power

and thus is now maddened. | shall act in such a way as to relieve him of this false prestige. | shall

give protection to My pure devotees in Vdéndovana
mercy and whom | have taken completely under My protection. | must save them by My mystic

power . »

Thinking in this way, Lord K&éyua i mmediatelly pic
a child picks up a mushroom from the ground. Thus He exhibited His transcendental pastime of

Il ifting Govardhana Hill . Lord K6yua then address
ther, My dear inhabitants of Vdndoévana, you can
hana Hill, which | have just lifted. Do not be afraid of the hill and think that it will fall from My

hand. You have been too much afflicted from the heavy rain and strong wind; therefore | have lifted

this hill, which will protect you exactly like a huge umbrella. | think this is a proper arrangement to

relieve you of your immediate distress. Be happy along with your animals underneath this great um-

brella.» Being assured by Lord Koyua, all the in
along with their property and animals, and they all appeared to be safe.
The inhabitants of V&éndoévana and their ani mal
di sturbed by hunger, thirst or any other discomf
was holding up the mountain with the little finger of His left hand. Seeing the extraordinary mystic
power of Ko&yua, Il ndra, the King of heaven, was t
immediately called for all the clouds and asked them to desist. When the sky became completely
cleared of al/l clouds and there was sunrise agai
Supreme Personality of Godhead, known now as the
herd men, now you can leave and take your wives, children, cows and valuables, because everything
is ended. The inundation has gone down, along wi
All the men loaded their valuables on carts and slowly left with their cows and other para-
phernalia. After they had cleared out everything
in exactly the same position it had been in before. When everything was done, all the inhabitants of
Vonddévana approached Kéyua with feelinggopfslove
being naturally very affectionate to KO&yua, bega
they poured incessant blessings upon Hi m. Mot her
who is the strongest of the strong, embraced KoV
ings of affection, blessed Him over and over again. In the heavens, different demigods from different
pl anetary systems, such as Siddhal oka, Gandharva

complete satisfaction. They poured showers of flowers on the surface of the earth and sounded dif-
ferent conchshells. There was beating of drums, and being inspired by godly feelings, residents of
Gandharvaloka began to play on their tambouras to please the Lord. After this incident, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, surrounded by His dear friends and the animals, returned to His
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home. Asusual, thgg o bsesgan t o chant the gl orious pasti mes
they were chanting from the heart.

Without understanding the intricacies of Kodyau
without knowing His uncommon spiritual opulences, the innocent cowherd boys and men of
Védndévana began to discuss His wonder ful activit

One of them said, °My dear friends, consideri
that such an uncommon boy would come and | ive wi
Just imagine! He is now only seven years old! How is it possible for Him to lift Govardhana Hill in
one hand and hold it up just as the king of elephants holds a lotus flower? To lift a lotus flower is a
most insignificant thing for an elephant, and si
tion. When He was simply a small baby and could not even see properly, He killed a great demon,
PCtandé. While sucking her breast, He also sucked
exactly as eternal time kills a living creature in due course. When He was only three months old, He
was sleeping underneatha hastir i ven cart. Being hungry for His
and throw His legs upwards. And from the kicking of His small feet the cart immediately broke
apart and fel/l to pieces. When He was only one y
mon disguised as a whirlwind, and although He was taken very high in the sky, He simply hung on
the neck of the demon and forced him to fall from the sky and immediately die. Once His mother,
being disturbed by His stealing butter, tied Him to a wooden mortar, and the child pulled it toward
a pair of trees known agamalaarjunaand caused them to fall. Once, when He was engaged in

tending the calves in the forest along with His
appeared, and Kdyua at once bifurcated the demon
entered among the calves tended by Kdédyua with a
de mon, killed him and threw him into a tree. Wh e
tered the To6l avana forest, the demon known as Dh
and was i mmediately killed by Balaroé6ma, who caug
Al t hough the Dhenukosura demon was assisted by h
kill ed, and the To6l avana forest was then open fo
vVonddévana. When Pralambdédsura entered amongst Koy
be killed by Balarodéma. Thereafter, KOoylua saved H
chastised the Kéliya serpent in the | ake of the
t he Yamuno,; He thereby made the water of the Yam
Anot her one of the friends of Nanda Mahodr 6j a
we are so attracted by your son Kdyua. We want t

naturally affectionate toward Him? Just imagine how wonderful it is! On one hand He is only a boy
of seven years, and on the other hand there is a huge hill like Govardhana Hill, and He lifted it so

easily! O Nanda Mahoéropgpuwe same KbgwWwai mugtedbt oo
gods. He is not at all an ordinary boy. Maybe He
On hearing the praises of the cowherd men in

friends, in reply to you | can simply present the statement of Garga Muni so that your doubts may
be cleared. When he came to perform the naigi@ing ceremony, he said that this boy descends in

di fferent periods of time in different colors an
blackish color, known ak 6 y Rreviously He had a white color, then a red color, then a yellow

color. He also said that this boy was once the s
vious birth calls Him Vésudeva. Actuall vy, he sai
ing to His different qualities and acti-vities. G
auspicious for my family and that He would be able to give transcendental blissful pleasure to all the
cowherd men and cows in Vénddévana. Even though w
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ties, by the grace of this boy we would be very easily freed from them. He also said that formerly
this boy saved the world from an unregulated condition, and He saved all honest men from the
hands of the dishonest thieves. He also said that any fortunate man who becomes attached to this

boy, Kédyua, is never vanquished or defeated by h
Vi yadu, who always takes the side of the demigods
mons. Gargdécorya thus concluded that my child wo
dental beauty, qualification, activities, influence and opulence, and so we should not be very aston-
i shed by His wonderful activities. After telling
we have been continually seeing the wonderful activities of this child. According to the version of
Gargo6coérya, | consider that He must be NO6robdyaua
When all the cowherd men had very attentively
Nanda Mahoér 6ja, they better appreciated the wond
and satisfied. They began to praise Nanda Mahoré
Kéyua were cleared. They said, °Let K&yua, who i
angry Indra sent torrents of rain, accompanied b

mediately took compassion upon us and saved us and our families, cows and valuable possessions
by picking up Govardhana Hill, just as a child picks up a mushroom. He saved us so wonderfully.
May He continue to glance mercifully over us and our cows. May we live peacefully under the pro-

tection of wonderful Kéyuaa. »

When K&éyua saved the inhabitants of Vdénddbvana
hana Hill, asurabhic ow f r om Gol oka Vonddévana, as wel | as Ki
appeared before Him. Indra, the King of heaven,
fore he stealthily appeared before Him in a secluded place. He immediately fell down at the lotus
feet of K&yula, although his own crown was dazzl:
position of Kodyua because KOéyulua is the master of
come down and |live in Vdndovana among the cowher

Indra, Indra became angry because he thought that he was all in all within this universe and that no
one was as powerful as he. But after this incident, his false, pufipdrestige was destroyed. Being
conscious of his subordinate position, he appear
offer the following prayers.

°My dear Lord,» Indra said, ©°being puffed up
offended me by not allowing the cowherd men to performthelndyjaa j pa, and | t hought
wanted to enjoy the offerings that were arranged for the sacrifice. | thought that in the name of a
Govardhana sacrifice You were taking my share of profit, and therefore | mistook Your position.
Now by Your grace | can understand that You are the Supreme Lord, the Personality of Godhead,
and that You are transcendental to all material qualities. Your transcendental positianiisé u-d d h a
sattva,which is above the platform of the material mode of goodness, and Your transcendental
abode is beyond the disturbance of the material qualities. Your name, fame, form, qualities, para-
phernalia and pastimes are all beyond this material nature, and they are never disturbed by the three
material modes. Your abode is accessible only for one who undergoes severe austerities and pen-
ances and becomes completely freed from the onslaught of material qualities like passion and igno-
rance. If someone thinks that when You enter within this material world You accept the modes of
material nature, he is mistaken. The waves of the material qualities are never able to touch You, and
You certainly do not accept them when You are present within this world. Your Lordship is never
conditioned by the laws of material nature.

°My dear Lord, You are the original father of
preme spiritual master of this cosmic world, and You are the original proprietor of everything. As
eternal time, You are competent to chastise offenders. Within this material world there are many
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fools like me who consider themselves to be the Supreme Lord or the all in all within the universe.
You are so merciful that without accepting their offenses You devise means so that their false pres-
tige is subdued and they can know that You, and no one else, are the Supreme Personality of God-
head.

°My dear Lor d, You are the supreme father, t h
king. Therefore, You have the right to chastise all living entities whenever there is any discrepancy
in their behavior. The father, the spiritual master and the supreme executive officer of the state are
always weHlwishers of their sons, their students and their citizens respectively. As such, the-well
wishers have the right to chastise their dependents. By Your own desire You appear auspiciously on
the earth in Your eternal varieties of forms; You come to glorify the earthly planet and specifically to
chastise persons who are falsely claiming to be God. In the material world there is regular competi-
tion between different types of living entities to become supreme leaders of society, and after being
frustrated in achieving the supreme positions of leadership, foolish persons claim to be God, the
Supreme Personality. There are many such foolish personalities in this world, like me, but in due
course of time, when they come to their senses, they surrender unto You and again engage them-
selves properly by rendering service unto You. And that is the purpose of Your chastising persons
envious of You.

°My dear Lor d, I commi tted a great offense un
material opulences, not knowing Your unlimited power. Therefore, my Lord, kindly excuse me, be-
cause | am fool number one. Kindly give me Your blessings so that | may not act so foolishly again.
If You think, my Lord, that the offense is very great and cannot be excused, then | appeal to You
that | am Your eternal servant; You appear in this world to give protection to Your eternal servants
and to destroy the demons who maintain great military strength just to burden the very existence of
the earth. As | am Your eternal servant, kindly excuse me.

°My dear Lord, You are the Supreme Personal it
sances unto You because You are the Supreme Person and the Supreme Soul. You are the son of
Vésudeva, and You are the Supreme Lord, Kéyuaa, t

prostrated obeisances. You are the personification of supreme knowledge. You can appear any-

where, according to Your desire, in any one of Your eternal forms. You are the root of all creation

and the Supreme Soul of all living entities. Due to my gross ignorance, | created a great disturbance

in Vdndovana by sending torrents of rain and a h
by Your stopping the sacrifice which was to be held to satisfy me. But, my dear Lord, You are so

kind to me that You have bestowed Your mercy upon me by destroying all my false pride. | there-

fore take shelter of Your lotus feet. My dear Lord, You are not only the supreme controller but also

the spiritual master of all living entities. »
Thus praised by Indra, Lord Kdyua, the Suprem
and then replied in a grave voice |like a rumblin

to show you My causeless mercy and to remind you that | am your eternal master. | am the master
not only of you but of all the other demigods as well. You should always remember that all your
material opulences are due to My mercy. No living entity can independently become opulent; one
must be favored by My mercy. Everyone should always remember that | am the Supreme Lord. | can
show anyone My favor, and | can chastise anyone, because no one is superior to Me. If | find some-
one overpowered by false pride, in order to show him My causeless mercy | withdraw all his opu-

l ences. »

I't is noteworthy that KOdylua someti mes removes
cilitate his becoming a soul surrendered to Hi m.
seen that a person is very opulent materially, but due to his devotional service to the Lord he may
be reduced to poverty. One should not think, however, that because he worshiped the Supreme
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Lord he became povertgtricken. The real purport is that when a person is a pure devotee but at
the same time, by miscalculation, wants to lord it over material nature, the Lord shows His special
mercy by taking away all material opulences until at last he surrenders unto the Supreme Lord.

After instructing Indra, Lord Kdyua asked him
planets and to remember always that he is never the supreme but is always subordinate to the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. He also advised him to remain as King of heaven but to be careful of
false pride.

After this, the transcendentasurabhic ow who had come with I ndra t
respectful obeisances unto Him and worshiped Him. Therabhio f f er ed her prayer as
dear Lord KoOoyua, You ar ey ¢ ¢pexaused’sutare thesowd of thaicom-of al
plete universe, and only from You has all this cosmic manifestation taken place. Therefore, although
I ndra tried his best to kil my descendant cows
and You have protected them all so well. We do not know anyone else as the Supreme, nor do we
go to any other god or demigods for protection. Therefore, You are our Indra, You are the supreme
father of the whole cosmic manifestation, and You are the protector and elevator of all the cows,

b r 6 h mdethigazls and others who are pure devotees of Your Lordship. O Supersoul of the uni-
verse, let us bathe You with our milk, for You are our Indra. O Lord, You appear just to diminish

the burden of impure activities on the earth. »
Then thesurabhic ow bat hed Kdédyua with her milk, and | n
the celestial Gaugo6 through t he surabhicows andfalltiei s car
demi gods and their mothers joined the heavenly Kk
Him with Gaiugo6 wat surabhshldud h@owmindka, ofLarhee KOy Uua, \
of them. The residents of alll hi gher planetary s
Siddhal oka and Cérauvutaloka, all combined and gl or

wives and damsels danced with great joy. They very much satisfied the Lord by incessantly pouring
flowers from the sky. When everything was very nicely and joyfully settled, the cows overflooded
the surface of the earth with their milk. The water of the rivers began to flow with various tasty lig-
uids and give nourishment to the trees, producing fruits and flowers of different colors and tastes.
The trees began to pour drops of honey. The hills and mountains began to produce potent medici-

nal plants and valuable stones. Because of KOVyuUa
and the lower animals, who were generally envious of one another, were envious no longer.
After satisfying Kdyua, who is the Lord of all t

King Indra took His permission to return to his heavenly kingdom. As he passed through cosmic

space, he was surrounded by all kinds of demigods. This great incident is a powerful example of

how Kdyua consciousness can benefit the world. E
and become elevated to the qualities of the demigods.

aaaaaa
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ukadeva Gosvom+ said: While staying in that ver
happened to see the cowherd men busily arranging for a sacrifice to Indra. Being the omniscient
Supersoul, the Supreme Lord Koyua already wunders
from the el ders, headed by His father, Nanda Mah

[Lord K&éyoa said: ] My dear father, kindly expl a
about. What is it meant to accomplish? If this is a ritual sacrifice, then for whose satisfaction is it
intended and by what means is it going to be executed? Please tell Me about it, O father. | have a
great desire to know and am ready to hear in good faith. Certainly, no secrets are to be kept by
saintly personalities, who see all others as equal to themselves, who have no conception of "mine”
or "another's" and who do not consider who is a friend, who is an enemy and who is neutral. One
who is neutral may be avoided like an enemy, but a friend should be considered like one's own self.
When people in this world perform activities, sometimes they understand what they are doing and
sometimes they don't. Those who know what they are doing achieve success in their work, whereas
ignorant people do not. Such being the case, this ritualistic endeavor of yours should be clearly ex-
plained to Me. Is it a ceremony based on scriptural injunction, or simply a custom of ordinary soci-
ety?

Nanda Mahoéro6ja replied: The great Lord Indra is
sonal representatives, and they directly provide rainwater, which gives happiness and sustenance to
all creatures. Not only we, my dear son, but also many other men worship him, the lord and master
of the raingiving clouds. We offer him grain and other paraphernalia of worship produced through
his own discharge in the form of rain. By accepting the remnants of sacrifices performed to Indra,
people sustain their lives and accomplish the threefold aims of religiosity, economic development
and sense gratification. Thus Lord Indra is the agent responsible for the fruitive success of industri-
ous people. This religious principle is based on sound tradition. Anyone who rejects it out of lust,
enmity, fear or greed will certainly fail to achieve good fortune.

ukadeva Gosvom+ said: When Lord Kedava [Kodyual]
and other senior residents of Vraja, He addressed His father as follows, to arouse anger in Lord In-
dra.

Lord Kdyua said: I't is by the force of karma t he
that he meets his destruction. His happiness, distress, fear and sense of security all arise as the ef-
fects of karmaEven if there is some supreme controller who awards all others the results of their
activities, He must also depend upon a performer's engaging in activity. After all, there is no ques-
tion of being the bestower of fruitive results unless fruitive activities have actually been performed.
Living beings in this world are forced to experience the consequences of their own particular previ-
ous work. Since Lord Indra cannot in any way change the destiny of human beings, which is born of
their own nature, why should people worship him? Every individual is under the control of his own
conditioned nature, and thus he must follow that nature. This entire universe, with all its demigods,
demons and human beings, is based on the conditioned nature of the living entities. Because it is
karmathat causes the conditioned living entity to accept and then give up different hagid low
grade material bodies, thikarmais his enemy, friend and neutral witness, his spiritual master and
controlling lord.

Therefore one should seriously worship work itself. A person should remain in the position corre-
sponding to his nature and should perform his own duty. Indeed, that by which we may live nicely
is really our worshipable deity. If one thing is actually sustaining our life but we take shelter of
something else, how can we achieve any real benefit? We would be like an unfaithful woman, who
can never achieve any actual benefit by consorting with her paramour. The 6 h mMmaiitains his
life by studying and teaching th&edasthe member of the royal order by protecting the earth, the
v a i liyyrade, and thed C dby serving the higher, twicéoorn classes. The occupational duties of
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thev a i d@reycanceived in four divisions: farming, commerce, cow protection and moneylending.
Out of these, we as a community are always engaged in cow protection. The causes of creation,
maintenance and destruction are the three modes of natureamely goodness, passion and igno-
rance. In particular, the mode of passion creates this universe and through sexual combination
causes it to become full of variety. Impelled by the material mode of passion, the clouds pour down
their rain everywhere, and by this rain all creatures gain their sustenance. What has the great Indra
to do with this arrangement?

My dear father, our home is not in the cities or towns or villages. Being forest dwellers, we always
live in the forest and on the hills. Therefore may a sacrifice for the pleasure of the cowdythed h -
ma U and Govardhana Hill begin! With all the paraphernalia collected for worshiping Indra, let
this sacrifice be performed instead. Let many different kinds of food be cooked, from sweet rice to
vegetable soups! Many kinds of fancy cakes, both baked and fried, should be prepared. And all the
available milk products should be taken for this sacrifice. Ther 6 h mweha areslearned in the
Vedicmantrasmust properly invoke the sacrificial fires. Then you should feed the priests with
nicely prepared food and reward them with cows and other gifts. After giving the appropriate food
to everyone else, including such fallen souls as dogs and-datgrs, you should give grass to the
cows and then present your respectful offerings to Govardhana Hill. After everyone has eaten to his
satisfaction, you should all dress and decorate yourselves handsomely, smear your bodies with san-
dalwood paste and then circumambulate the cows, the 6 h mthdisacsificial fires and Govard-
hana Hill. This is My idea, O father, and you may carry it out if it appeals to you. Such a sacrifice
will be very dear to the cows, thb r 6 h memdi@osardhana Hill, and also to Me.

ukadeva GosvoOm+ said: Lord Koéyua, who is Hi msel
pride of Lord Indra. When Nanda and the other se
ment, they accepted His words as proper. The cow

had suggested. They arranged for ther 6 h ma récitesthe auspicious Vedimantras,and using
the paraphernalia that had been intended for Indra's sacrifice, they presented offerings to Govard-
hana Hill and theb r 6 h mwaitld raverential respect. They also gave grass to the cows. Then, plac-
ing the cows, bulls and calves in front of them, they circumambulated Govardhana. As the beauti-
fully ornamented cowherd ladies followed along, riding on wagons drawn by oxen, they sang the
glories of Lord K&yua, amdhtmadddrsa retoinmgg anfi nlgd reald iwc
then assumed an unprecedented, huge form to instill faith in the cowherd men. Declaring "l am
Govardhana Mountain!" He ate the abundant offerings. Together with the people of Vraja, the Lord
bowed down to this form of Govardhana Hill, thus in effect offering obeisances to Himself. Then He
said, "Just see how this hill has appeared in person and bestowed mercy upon us! "This Govardhana
Hill, assuming any form he wishes, will kill any residents of the forest who neglect him. Therefore
let us pay our obeisances to him for the safety of ourselves and our cows." The members of the cow-
herd community, having thus been inspired by Lor
Govardhana Hill, the cowsandthb r 6 hmaétasr ned with Lord Kodyua to t
My dear King Par+kyit, when I ndra understood t heée
furious with Nanda Mahoér 6ja and the other cowher
Angry I ndra sent forth the c¢clouds of wuniversal d
the supreme controller, he spoke as follows.
[Indra said:] Just see how these cowherd men living in the forest have become so greatly intoxi-
cated by their prosperity! They have surrendered
have offended the gods. Their taking shelter of
abandon transcendental knowledge of the self and instead try to cross over the great ocean of mate-
rial existence in the false boats of fruitive, ritual sacrifices. These cowherd men have acted inimi-
cally toward me by taking shelter of this ordina
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wise but who is simply a foolish, arrogant, overtalkative child.

[To the clouds of destruction King Indra said:] The prosperity of these people has made them mad
with pride, and their arrogance is backed up by
their animals to destruction. I owi |1 foll ow you
with me the swift and powerfulwindgods t o deci mate the cowherd vill

ukadeva Gosvom+ said: On Indra's order the cl ol
from their bonds, went to the cowherd pastures o
the inhabitants by powerfully pouring down torrents of rain upon them. Propelled by the fearsome
wind-gods, the clouds blazed with lightning bolts and roared with thunder as they hurled down
hailstones. As the clouds released torrents of rain as thick as massive columns, the earth was sub-
merged in the flood, and high ground could no longer be distinguished from low. The cows and
other animals, shivering from the excessive rain and wind, and the cowherd men and ladies, pained
by the cold, all approached Lord Govinda for shelter. Trembling from the distress brought about by
the severe rainfall, and trying to cover their heads and calves with their own bodies, the cows ap-
proached the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

[ The cowherd men and women addressed the Lord: ]
deliver the cows from the wrath of Indra! O Lord, You are so affectionate to Your devotees. Please
save us also.

Seeing the inhabitants of His Gokula rendered practically unconscious by the onslaught of hail
and blasting wind, the Supreme Lord Hari wunder st
Kéyua said to Hi mself ] Because We have stopped
fierce, unseasonable rain, together with terrible winds and hail. By My mystic power | will com-
pletely counteract this disturbance caused by Indra. Demigods like Indra are proud of their opu-
lence, and out of foolishness they falsely consider themselves the Lord of the universe. | will now
destroy such ignorance. Since the demigods are endowed with the mode of goodness, the false pride
of considering oneself the Lord should certainly not affect them. When | break the false prestige of
those bereft of goodness, My purpose is to bring them relief. | must therefore protect the cowherd
community by My transcendental potency, for | am their shelter, | am their master, and indeed they
are My own family. After all, | have taken a vow to protect My devotees.

Having said this, Lord K&yua, who is Viydagu Hi mse
and held it aloft just as easily as a child holds up a mushroom. The Lord then addressed the cow-
herd community: O Mother, O Father, O residents of Vraja, if you wish you may now come under
this hill with your cows. You should have no fear that this mountain will fall from My hand. And
don't be afraid of the wind and rain, for your deliverance from these afflictions has already been ar-
ranged.

Their minds thus pacified by Lord K&éyoua, they al
ple room for themselves and all their cows, wagons, servants and priests, and for all other members

of the community as wel . Lord K&yua, forgetting
tions of personal pleasure, stood there holding up the hill for seven days as the people of Vraja
gazed upon Him. When Indra observed this exhibit

most astonished. Pulled down from his platform of false pride, and his intentions thwarted, he or-
dered his clouds to desist. Seeing that the fierce wind and rain had now ceased, the sky had become

cl ear of raincl ouds, and the sun had ri sen, Lord
cowherd community as follows.
[Lord K6yua said:] My dear cowherd men, please ¢

sions. Give up your fear. The wind and rain have stopped, and the rivers' high waters have subsided.
After collecting their respective cows and loading their paraphernalia into their wagons, the cow-
herd men went out. The women, children and elderly persons gradually followed them. While all
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living creatures looked on, the Supreme Personality of Godhead put down the hill in its original
place, just as it had stood before. Al the resi
|l ove, and they came forward and greeted ér+ KOoyu
Him! some embracing Him, others bowing down to Him, and so forth. The cowherd women pre-
sented water mixed with yogurt and unbroken barleycorns as a token of honor, and they showered
auspicious benedictions upon Him. Mother Yadod©é,
the greatest of the strong, all embraced Kodyulua.
bl essings. I n the heavens, O King, all the demig
and Co6rauas, sang the praises of Lord Kdyua and
dear Par+kyit, the demigods in heaven resounding
the best of the Gandharvas, led by Tumburu, began to sing. Surrounded by His loving cowherd boy-
friends and Lord Balardédma, Kdyua then went off t
The cowherd girls returned to their homes, singing joyfully about the lifting of Govardhana Hill and
ot her glorious deeds performed by Lord Ko&éyua, wh
ukadeva Gosvoém+ said: The cowherd men were ast
as lifting Govardhana Hill. Unable to understand His transcendental potency, they approached
Nanda Mahérdéja and spoke as foll ows.
[The cowherd men said:] Since this boy performs such extraordinary activities, how could He war-
rant a birth among worldly men like us a birth that for Him would seem contemptible? How could
this sevenyearold boy playfully hold up the great hill Govardhana with one hand, just as a mighty
elephant holds up a lotus flower? As a mere infant who had hardly yet opened His eyes, He drank
the breast milk of the power ful demoness PCtané
as the force of time sucks out the youth of one's body. Once, when only three months old, little
Kéyua was crying and kicking up His feet as He |
turned upsidedown simply because it was struck by the tip of His toe. At the age of one, while sit-
ting peacefully He was taken up into the sky by
demon's neck, causing him great pain, and thus killed him. Once, His mother tied Him with ropes
to a mortar because she had caught Him stealing butter. Then, crawling on His hands, He dragged

the mortar between a pair adrjunat r ees and pull ed them down. Anoth
tending the calves in the forest together with B
came with the intention of killing Kdyua. But KO0
tore him apart. Desiring to kil Kdydada, the demo
among Koéyua's calves. But Ko&éyua killed the demon
ing kapitthaf r ui ts down from the trees. Together with L
mon and al l his friends, thereby securing the sa
fully ripened palm fruits. After arranging for t
Pral amba, Kéyua saved Vraja's cowherd boys and t
most poisonous serpent, Kol iya, and after humbl i
Yamuno. In this way the Lord made the water of t

Nanda, how is it that we and all the other residents of Vraja cannot give up our constant affection
for your son? And how is it that He is so spontaneously attracted to us? On the one hand this boy is
only seven years old, and on the other we see that He has lifted the great hill Govardhana. There-
fore, O King of Vraja, a doubt about your son arises within us.

Nanda Mahérdéja replied: O cowherd men, just hear
my son be gone. Some time ago Garga Muni spoke to me as follows about this boy. [Garga Muni
had said:] Your son KO&ylua appears as an incarnat
three different colorswhite, red and yellowand now He has appeared in a blackish color. For many
reasons, this beautiful son of yours someti mes a
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fore, those who are | earned sometimes call this
forms and names according to His transcendental qualities and activities. These are known to me,

but people in general do not understand them. To increase the transcendental bliss of the cowherd

men of Gokula, this child will always act auspiciously for you. And by His grace only, you will sur-

pass all difficulties. O Nanda Maho6r é6ja, as reco
ble government, Indra having been dethroned, and when honest people were being harassed and
disturbed by thieves, this child appeared in order to curb the rogues and to protect the people and
enable them to flourish. Demons cannot harm the
side. Similarly, any person or group attachedto-allu s pi ci ous K&6yua cannot be

Therefore, O Nanda Mahoér 6j a, this child of yours
gualities, opulence, name, fame and influence, H
astonished hy His activities. [Nanda Mahoér d6ja co
and returned home, I began to consider that Koyu

expansion of Lord NoO6rodyaua.
[ ukadeva Gosvdém+ continued:] Having heard Nand:ze

Muni , the residents of Vdndoévana became enlivene
Nanda and Lord Kodyua with great respect. Il ndra b
thus he caused rain and hail to fall on Gokula, accompanied by lightning and powerful winds, all of

which brought great suffering to the cowherds, a

is by nature always compassionate, saw the condition of those who had only Him as their shelter,
He smiled broadly and lifted Govardhana Hill with one hand, just as a small child picks up a mush-
room to play with it. Holding up the hill, He protected the cowherd community. May He, Govinda,
the Lord of the cows and the destroyer of Indra's false pride, be pleased with us.

ukadeva GosvoOm+ said: After Ko&éyua had |lifted G
of Vraja from the terrible rainfall, Surabhi, the mother of the cows, came from her planet to see
Kdyda. She was accompanied by I ndra. I ndra was v

proaching Him in a solitary place, Indra fell down and lay his helmet, whose effulgence was as bril-

liant as the sun, upon the Lord's lotus feet. Indra had now heard of and seen the transcendental

power of omnipotent Ko&6yua, and his false pride |
feated. Holding his hands together in supplication, he addressed the Lord as follows.

King Indra said: Your transcendental form, a manifestation of pure goodness, is undisturbed by
change, shining with knowledge and devoid of passion and ignorance. In You does not exist the
mighty flow of the modes of material nature, which is based on illusion and ignorance. How, then,
could there exist in You the symptoms of an ignorant persoisuch as greed, lust, anger and efvy
which are produced by one's previous involvement in material existence and which cause one to
become further entangled in material existence? And yet as the Supreme Lord You impose punish-
ment to protect religious principles and curb down the wicked. You are the father and spiritual mas-
ter of this entire universe, and also its supreme controller. You are insurmountable time, imposing
punishment upon the sinful for their own benefit. Indeed, in Your various incarnations, selected by
Your own free will, You act decisively to remove the false pride of those who presume themselves
masters of this world. Even fools like me, who proudly think themselves universal lords, quickly
give up their conceit and directly take to the path of the spiritually progressive when they see You
are fearless even in the face of time. Thus You punish the mischievous only to instruct them. En-
grossed in pride over my ruling power, ignorant of Your majesty, | offended You. O Lord, may You
forgive me. My intelligence was bewildered, but let my consciousness never again be so impure. You
descend into this world, O transcendent Lord, to destroy the warlords who burden the earth and
create many terrible disturbances. O Lord, you simultaneously act for the welfare of those who
faithfully serve Your lotus feet. Obeisances unto You, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the great
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Soul,whoareaper vadi ng and who reside in the hearts of
chief of the Yadu dynasty. Unto Him who assumes transcendental bodies according to the desires of
His devotees, unto Him whose form is itself pure consciousness, unto Him who is everything, who
is the seed of everything and who is the Soul of all creatures, | offer my obeisances. My dear Lord,
when my sacrifice was disrupted | became fiercely angry because of false pride. Thus | tried to de-
stroy Your cowherd community with severe rain and wind. O Lord, You have shown mercy to me
by shattering my false pride and defeating my at
Lord, spiritual master and Supreme Soul, | have now come for shelter.
ukadeva Gosvom+ said: Thus glorified by I ndra,
head, smiled and then spoke to him as follows in a voice resonant like the clouds.
The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Indra, it was out of mercy that | stopped the
sacrifice meant for you. You were greatly intoxicated by your opulence as King of heaven, and |
wanted you to always remember Me. A man blinded by intoxication with his power and opulence
cannot see Me nearby with the rod of punishment in My hand. If | desire his real welfare, | drag him
down from his materially fortunate position. Indra, you may now go. Execute My order and remain
in your appointed position as King of heaven. But be sober, without false pride.

Mot her Surabhi, along with her progeny, the ¢c0Ows
spectfully requesting His attention, the gentle lady addressed the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who was present before her as a cowherd boy. Mot

mystics! O Soul and origin of the universe! You are the master of the world, and by Your grace, O
infallible Lord, we have You as our master. You are our worshipable Deity. Therefore, O Lord of the
universe, for the benefit of the cows, the r 6 h mthaideraigods and all other saintly persons,
pl ease become our I ndra. As ordered by Lord Brah
coronate You as Indra. O Soul of the universe, You descend to this world to relieve the burden of
the earth.

ukadeva Gosvom+ said: Having thus appealed to L
ing ceremony with her own milk, and Indra, ordered by Aditi and other mothers of the demigods,
anointed the Lord with heavenly Gaugd6é water from

Thus, in the company of the demigods and great s
of Dadooér ha, and gave Him the name Govinda. Tumbu
the Vidydédharas, Siddhas and Céraluas, came there

entire world. And the wives of the demigods, filled with joy, danced together in the Lord's honor.

The most eminent demigods chanted the praises of the Lord and scattered wonderful showers of

flowers all around Him. All three worlds felt supreme satisfaction, and the cows drenched the sur-

face of the earth with their milk. Rivers flowed with various kinds of tasty liquids, trees exuded

honey, edible plants came to maturity without cultivation, and hills gave forth jewels formerly hid-

den in their interiors. O Par=+kyit, beloved of t
Koéyuaa, al | l'iving creatures, even those cruel by
ceremonially bathed Lord Govinda, who is the master of the cows and the cowherd community,

King Indra took the Lord's permission and, surrounded by the demigods and other higher beings,

returned to his heavenly abode.

(Note that the purports, or commentaries, have been omitted from this section. Please refer to the origi-
nal Bhégavatam to also read the commentaries.)
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Scripture

Learning aims:

Know the main plot of the Govardhang Cj 6 st ory

Know the main characters of the storywho they are, something of their character and mo-
tives, and what role they play in the story

Know one or more themes from the story and be able to relate that to present life

Explain at least one aspect of the story in detail

What children will accomplish by the end of this unit:

Retell the main points in the story, in order

List the main characters of the story and be able to relate some facts about them
Explain at least one theme of the story and how it relates to their life or to the modern
world

Tell details about one part of the story, with expression

Assessing how well the aim has been achieved:

Descriptions are in accord with scripture

Children demonstrate enthusiasm for the story

Aspects of the story are related to personal life or to the modern world in ways that go be-
yond what adults have explained

Special note for this section:n this guide, you can find the Govardhanp Cj 6 st ory fr o
scripture in four forms: simplified, dirlectly
only (no purpocampC, famwd -Gdopddoeeamam@l.a The [| ast
at the end of the book; the other three are at the front. For agesl83you may want to refer-

ence the complete ér+mad Bhoégavatam with|l purp

NOTE: Activities marked with an~ have resources in this section.
Activities marked with an N require resources not included in this guide to
be gathered in advance
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Scripture
_____________________________________________________________________ :
1
All ages or mixed group: |
Hear the story, gi ther a T eading from Eth’)ga
Book, fr evnd nednbaveatnggC, f r-oam@Opoddm from a si mpl
as what is included in this guide !
" Watch a video (puppet show, animation) about the story [this should not be used as a
substitute to hearing from scripture, but rather as an addition] :
" Have the children take the role of various persons in the story and answer questions i
|
47 years: i
aTell the story with purposeful mistakes or out of order and the children have to find the |
mistakes and say what is right. :
aTell the story, pausing to have the children call out the next name or action :
N Pick one part of the story and have the children act it out, with simple costumes (or i
pieces of cloth) and makeup the adult can give students one line of dialogue and one ac-
tion to say and do at a time, rather than having children read from a script
aDi scuss briefly how K&dyua was forgiving, anoc

his mistake. Have children rokplay these three behaviors (humility, empathy, self,
dharma)

1

1

1

1

1

: |
i i
i aThe chil dren ask each other (intervi ew} whi
. to the group. Make a compiled list and see how many are in common. See if any of the !

, foods listed are described in the story :

i "NThe children make a simple milk sweet, suc
' (spiritual practices) |

. The children learn and sing an English song about Govardhgn&j 6 ( s pi r i ti ual f
ioThe children draw or color a picture relate
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

N Have pictures or photos of different kinds of dress, including traditional Indian dress :
used for festive occasions. Name different activities (gardening, office work, sleeping, svwm-
ming, etc.) and ask children to choose the picture of the matching appropriate dress. Ash
the children to explain what is the same and what is different about regular, daily dress and
religious festival dress. Ask them how having special dress for religious festivals adds to Ithe
happiness of the festival (acting in the world) '

N Show photos of different types of clouds and ask the children to identify rain clouds, |
thunder and lightning. Discuss safety in a thunderstorm. Ask children if they have ever ex-

perienced any degree of flooding and what they did in that situation. Talk about feeling ,

the person who made something or who makes something work, but we still know there
must be a person. Discuss how we know when something is made or controlled by a per-
son. (dharma) .

N The children should try to balance various objects on one hand or one finger, including

the |l eft hand¥%s I|ittle finger. Time who, can

scared, feeling safe, and taking shelter of
aTal k about how there is a person in control
rain, thunder, and |l ightning. Ask the clhildr
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NThe children create a °book cover» for | the

beads, sequins, ribbon, and other similar items. (art, design)

" Copy parts of the simple story with one word scrambled per sentence for the children to
unscramble

N Pick one part of the story and have the children act it out, with simple costumes (or
pieces of cloth) and makeup

aThe children draw at | east-telfthesteryipardert ur e s, c
aThe children create a word search for fhi S
" The children learn and sing an English song about Govardhgn&j 6 (spi ri tual
Each child pretends to be one of the cowherd girls or boys when the rain and flood is com-

ing and give a speech to the other residents of Vrndavanva giving reassurance and direction
(God [rasa)) :

" N Have the children gather a variety of materials of various sizes, shapes and Weights:r
Make a chart listing the materials with columns for each attribute (such as size). This |
should be done in a very simple way, suth as
°light/ medium/ heavy.» Each child shoul d] make
ancing the objects on the little finger of their left hand and record on the chart how many,

seconds or minutes they can balance each

aTal k about how the residents of Vdndov
deal with fear (courage)

" The children put the main facts of the story into the correct order

aDi scuss how Indra apologized. Ask children
gizes to them and when they apologize to others. Make a list of what makes an apology ef-
fective or ineffective. Role play effective and ineffective apologies. You might also want to

1
1
1
:
7-11 years: :
1
1
I
1
I

-""m-"
S
)
3

di scuss why it¥%s sometimes very difficu!t t o
respect, courage)
aAsk the children how the residents of o0ndbé

of the flooding and discuss how we can be grateful with our body, mind, and words.
(gratitude, rasatheology)

aAsk the children if they have convinced the
of what they did that was successful. Then make a list of what they did to try and change,
their parents®% mind when they were unsuccess
changed his father%»s mind and compare tlhe t h
NDi scuss why the residents of V&dnddébvana' put
tion. (acting in the world)

alLook at pictures of traditional | ndi an
to wear for the festival by stringing beads, etc. (acting in the world)

N Investigate the water cycle through video and science experiments. Talk about droughlt
and flooding. !

aAsk the children to describe the natural po

——m -

f est



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Scripture

changed after K&dyua was worshiped by the dem

" Discuss with the children what is the same and what is different between the story in the
scripture and in the video (puppet show or animation). Maybe make a venn diagram

11-13 years:
aThe children retell this story in their own words or in the form of a comic

"The children compare and contrast the
the story from KO6yua book that is also
both

aThe children create a crossword puzzl e
N The children cook a preparation mentioned in the story, with adult help

caAsk the children what sensations are t
sent this information in a chart

" Discuss how a good person like Indra could do something so evil as to try to destroy !
Vondoévana and al l its residents, human and a
view questions for Indra about the process by which he fell into evil and how he rectified
himself. Reference Bhagavad+t 6 chapters 2 and 3. You can e
various children take the part of Indra and responding to the interview questions of other,
pupils in front of the whole group, or in pairs which then report to the group. You can re- |
cord the answers in an overall chart which the children then analyze. They can also write
essays or give speeches on their findings from this exercise (empathy, integrity, good and

evil, use of violence, méyédé, dhar ma)

" Listen to English songs about the story and work with the children to create original
songs that tell all or part of the story (music)

aThe children write the story in the form of

\ - - ~ " 7 I"
Read a particularly poetic seevtdinadnbovbampa@ t he

(at the end of this guide). Ask the pupils to identify some poetic elements and then use the

same elements to create a poem about the story ,

1

" N Give the children a list of literary elements (ex: simile, personification) with a brief !
description of each. Then give them several examples of each from each of the three sto|ry
versions and ask them to match. This can be done individually, in groups, or as a game :
aThe children imagine being in Vdnddévana at
ing with various wonderful liquids instead of water. Write an essay or narrative descrlblng

what you would do with those rivers and illustrate your essay

T oSTTTTTTTTTTor Tt T TT T oo

1
I
1
1
1
I
Ir

aPretend that there is a book about this sto
possibly using the computer
aHave the children identify the points t h

choices that determined the next outcome of the story. Each child can then take one of
those points and write what might have happened if that character had made a different
choice (all values) |

" Children calculate the present circumference of Govardhana Hill and then calculate thé
approximate area of the bottom. Estimate the number of people who could fit under the hill

>
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_____________________________________________________________________ ,

1
comfortably :
oDi scuss what actions are generally taken fo
any local areas that are prone to flooding and what residents would be advised to do. Haive
children compare and contrast these safgty m
tect His devotees. The children can Iis'lt al |
wonderful (God) !
"Ask the children factual and inferential qu
story :

1

1
1418 years: :
"The pupils compare and contrast the stbry a
é n anvddan d 6ovaammC, armd nmMpoCpolTahey can do this in e

1

1

nying graphic
caThe pupils create a |ist of the characters
to each, list the greatest impact they had. What would have happened to the story if each of

the top four characters with the most involvement in the story had done nothing?

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
, 8The pupils write the story in the form
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

aThe pupils design a board game for thi :s pas
make the game and then play it !
aThe pupils find three themes from the §story
life :
N Pupils cook a preparation mentioned in the story, with adult help :

i of a
considerably in advance of the day if it is to be performed) :
aThe pupils create, either by hand or oh the
sible book cover |
aThe pupils create a flow chart to tellithe
"Each pupil chooses to be a resident of] Vdnd
and, from that point of view, writes the story as a first person narrative. These can be per-
formed as monologues |
oMake a chart with col umn slisciplnd redpecdintdgrtyni | i t vy,
courage, and gratitude, as well as a first c
go through the story and choose parts of the plot to put in the first column, and then :
check/tick the columns that identify which values (or lack of them) were apparent in those
actions. Compare and contrast the charts of various pupils and discuss (all values) i
aPossibly using the charts from the previous
the story that required a very difficult application of values (whether the character acted |
well or poorly) and write an essay about what made that choice difficult and how we can |
make good choices even in difficult situations (integrity, courage) :
osTaking the role of Indra, the pupils descri
stroy Véondoévana and what his adisciginenati ves we
aDi scuss how violence is used to sett]l ei prob
whereas Ko6ylda did nodisciplifedhar ma, empathy! sel
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aHave the pupils |list the aspects of the sto
tastic and then debate with one side arguing for belief and one side arguing for skepticism.
Ask pupils to rate the various arguments on each side for logic and effectiveness (dharma)

~ N Have the pupils gather a variety of materials of various sizes, shapes and weights. 'Ii'hey
should make a chart listing the materials with columns for each attribute (such as size). !
These attributes should be listed as precisely as possible, with specific weights, measure-
ments, and shape names (cone, sphere, etc.) Each pupil should make an individual chart.
Then the pupils should try balancing the objects on the little finger of their left hand and !
record on the chart how many seconds or minutes they can balance each. They can alsg
note at what place on each object they are more or less likely to achieve balance. Ask thpm
to draw general conclusions |

aAsk the pupils to discuss the role of ani ma
protection of cows. (dharma [varao66ramal)
1

" Ask the pupils if they have ever acted wrongly against their better judgment. Refer to the
Bhagavaey +t 6 f or verses which discuss this point
many demons, yet did not punish or kill Il ndr
the pupils discuss, in groups, how we can prevent our baser nature from bewildering us |
and what to do wh-iscipling integotgs. ( moy o6, sel f
oThe pupi kwer istheoulhde rset ory in the form of.
yearol d boy performs miracle in flood» i

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

. N The pupils, individually or in groups, can create a computer presentation (such as

. PowerPoint) to retell the story. If possible, they should use both pictures and sound to

. augment the text. You will need to have electronic paintings, photos, and sound clips, as'
. well as the appropriate software for this activity. It is best if this activity can be done in ad-
i vance, perhaps over several days, and then presentations can be shared, with the best |
! shown to a wider audience. :
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

" Give pupils a list of literary ornaments (example: simile, personification) and ask them to

l i st as many as they can find from the storl
é nanvddan d 6vaammC, amdmMplpolYou can have t he: cl ac
one group per story version, or have every pupil look at all three versions. Compare student

results and discuss.
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Resources

Activity: Have the children take the role of various persons in the story and answer ques-

tions.

Resource:You can cut these up and distribute them and have children give their responses.

For young children, you can read some outloud and discuss answers. Older children can

write their own, swap with a partner, and then discuss with the group. You can also use
these ideas to write more of your own.

You are Mother Ya- |You are Govardhanal You are the RiverYatYou ar e a |sOfAva

6odo. H o w [HilloDescrbe what it |muna. How do you |cloud. What are you

expl ain t hfeetslikKtd frauea |ifegl to overflow your |thinking on each of

holding the hill? K6y ua hol dqhbamkgandfload the seven days that
while Indrathrows |[VOndodévana?Kdoyua hol ds up
lightning at you. hill?

You are a deer on topYou are aflowerin [You ar e | nYbuadasowhardf e,

of Govardhana Hill. [Vénddévana.éaMh=at How |kbypo Whabate ydue e |

What do you do does it feel like to be |when his sacrifice is |doing and feeling

whi | e KoYV (flaodedsandthenl d |stopped? When he [during the sacrifice?

ing the hill? come backintothe |f | oods V& nkudng thenflacel
sunshine a week When he apologizes?wh en youne und
later? Govardhana?

You are a demigod. [You are the rock that| You are a bird in You live in nearby

What areyoudoing [K&éy a st anwWéen ddav an a . MaWwhrae Ween ywbo

and thinking when [while He holds you go when it starts| hear about the flood

Indra floods Vrnda- |Govardhana. What |[to rain and flood. and Koéyoaga |l ifti

vanva and |akedguihanking,isdefWhat do you see, Govardhana Hill,

Govardhana? When |ing, hearing, and feeltthink, and feel? what do you think,

Indra apologizes? |ing? feel, and do?
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Activity: Copy parts of the simple story with one word scrambled per sentence for the chil-
dren to unscramble.

ResourcesHere is a sample scrambled word puzzle from the simplified story. The first sen-
tence is completed to show how it%hhs done.
ate your own, or have children create these and swap with partners.

Everyone in Vrndavana llageiv followed what Krsn 1 | village
advised.
They wore their most beautiful ethsolc and jewelry 2
With their cows in front, they sang as they walked| 3
rndaou Govardhana Hill.
The brahmanas saisghnmand the villagers sang |4
about Krsna.

Ladiesdeorin ox carts. 5
Krsna expanded Himself angowshthat 6
Govardhana Hill was also Him.

The Hill mebcae huge Deity. 7
Krsna wasvangkil around the hill that was in His |8
own form.

Krsnatold the villagers that Govardhana waaedps | ©
to accept their offerings.
After a wonderfukalvifes everyone went home 10
feeling satisfied and fulfilled.
A T h o s shawrpmG@ovardhana will have all good| 11

fortune,

and the mangskandhrer e wi | | not |12
Krsna said to the villagers as they ended tbexngiti | 13
day.
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Scripture: Resources

Activity: Ask the children factual and inferential
the story.
ResourcesFact ual and inferential questions from

Factual questions: (answers in parenthesis)

1-During His presence in Véndovana Koéyua st oy
ship of demigods. What did Kdyua want to fir
Vedic activities? (distraction from worship of God to worship of demigods)

2-Which argument did Kdyua give Nanda Mahor 0]
and explain to Him why he was going to worship Indra? (treat friends and enemies equally;
keep no secrets from friends and family)

3-Which were the two reasons that Koylua gave
stop the sacrifice performed to please Indra? (Rain comes from the mode of passion; Indra

sends rain even to the ocean which does not sacrifice for him; all we need to do is our

work, not sacrifice; we are connected to the local environment, not the gods in heaven)

4- Koyua enumerated four kinds of business enc
Which are these? (banking, agriculture, trade, and business)

5-When Nanda Mahdéro6ja relented and agreed to

men inquired from Kdyua how He wanted the sa
| earned brohmatas to chant the Vedic hymns a
nice foods that Kédyua told them to prepare.

kinds of milk preparations, such as sweet ri
| aaau)

6-Kdyua also told them to give charity to the
He tell them to feed? (everyone, including street dogs and lower class people)

7-Why is Govardhana PCjo6 observed in the Koyl
is worshipable, soHislandVé nd 6 vana and ?!Gsoalsawomhipabieaothdri | |
answers may also be acceptable)

8-How did Kdyua convince the inhabitants of \
self are identical ? (Govardhana Hill assumed

9-When the huge transcendental for
forms of Him where simultaneously visibly present? (TWoas t he h
little boy watching and directing)

m of Ka&yua
i1 and as
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10-King I ndra cursed the inhabitants of V&éndo
them? (protection, safety)

11- When King Indra ordered the Séfivartaka and
the clouds were afraid of doing this mischief. What did King Indra assure them? (that he
would accompany them while riding on his elephant)

12.- The situation was very dangerous, especially for the animals. The rainfall was accom-
panied by great winds, and every Iliving crea
severe cold unable to find any source of del
save them)

13- The demigods are KOoyua8s devotees and thus
Kéyua8s supremacy, but somehow or other I ndr
power and therefore had become maddened. What did He do to cure his false prestige?
(surrender to KOoyua at the end)

14- For how |l ong did all the inhabitants of V&
How were they feeling? (seven days; happy)

15- When I ndra saw the extraordinary mystic po
did he tell the clouds? (baffled; to stop their destructive activities)

16.- When a person is a pure devotee but at the same time, by miscalculation, wants to

l ord it over materi al natur e, what kind of m
material opulences away)

1111 1 _
Inferential questions: (no one right answer)

l-1ndra was trying to kill all the inhabitant
devastate the whole cosmic mani festation. Wh

2,The residents of Véndovana don%»t think of k
the huge hill that Koéyua was hol ding?

3 Why did the el der members of the Vé&dndovana
wanted instead of their traditional sacrifice for Indra?
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Scripture: Resources

Activity: Hear the story, either a reading from Bhoéga
Book, fr owmdnédnsaveatngC, -cGomppdG aor from a simplified
included in this guide.

Resources:

The story in a simple form is at the beginning of this book, as well as the complete story
from Kédyua Book and (verses only) from ér +ma
story fr-omm@O6péahd fv@&mddéwvweanmela You can al so
about Govardhana and GovardhaseCj 6 i n this book:

http:/ /bl ser wingotmourtamsd/ rairgasanthiteraato3

Recordings of Amala Bhakta reading the ver se
Govardhanap Cj 6 can be purchased fr om:

www.Krishna.com (store section or audio books)
Or

http://www.krishnaculture.com/

Or

www.sadhusanga.com/

Recordings of Amala Bhata reading the Govar
found at:

www.sadhusanga.cor

Recordings of Dhruva Mahoro6ja dasa reading t
can be found at:

www.sadhusanga.corh

Recordings of Hari nama dasi reading the Gove
found at:
http:// www. KOV U-pastimeslord-dyv @a d hana

Recordings of Bir Kéyua GosvoOm+ readi-ng th
vondoowvammC can be found at:

http://www.bkgoswami.com/Multimedia/index.php?g=f&f=%2Faudio%2Flectures%

2FAnandavrindavancampu

email: Parividha. ACBSP@pamho.net to request a purchase of an audio drama of the
Govardhana story, with songs
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Scripture: Resources

Activities:

The children learn and sing an English song about Govardhgn& j 6
Listen to English songs about the story and work with the children to create original songs that tell
all or part of the story.

Resources:

http://store.Krishna.com/Search.bok?category=Children:Music&bar= shp kids

C http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VV99ldDSmcO0&feature=channel&list=UL (several
parts)

http://www.icompositions.com/music/song.php?sid=170073

Here is a song the children can learn:

The tune is an English folk tune called 'The light dragoon'. If you search for "The light dra-
goon by Eliza Carthy' you can find it sung

For seven days this Govardhana hill

Lor d [sagowherd bo
L 4 Will shelter you so nicely.

His jewels were shining brightly :
To His father dear He went one day | am the L_ord of Vraja dham

And He spoke up so politely Your duty is tp please Me. .

He sai thewoVsH obLord Indra. Just see Me lifting Govardhana hill,

Il think you?Yre belngArhda make it ook so ea:
| t s better to wors hYVibenI@déa\p%wyv}aahhgqp%edhl ||

Where the cows eat gi®sS2ish t%kqiua, has def ez
Lord Indrasaid, YHow dar e t e KQY th |%topped the rai
Cowherd folk ignore me? Put back the hill so neatly.

| %1l send them ice, /[\ngzﬁhqn Ldyngrg bowed highegd; 1

| 1l send them rain %' Srpaolglnﬂ/gl/Koyua worry.
Lord Indra sent torrential rain. Yal Vel never do such a thi
He%s one of the stron%e®tV&elas | ¥2m so sorry.
Lord K&V Ua%s frie sTg%lgioﬂhQﬁ@‘Hh?"ggoysdear,
d

We | ove You, Lor s Embaced the Lord singgrely.
%or this display of wind and rain The |nhab|tants of Vraja dhama

To Nature is contrary. Do love K&yua so dearly.

We%ve never seen rai flyqudgqeesoihelord, o ¢ o ¢

That%s why it is so neuldworshipthehilsoholy,

The cowherd girls of Vraja dhama Or you®ll be bitten by ¢t
Trusted the Lord completely. So creepy and so crawly.

And when He lifted up the hill All you devoteesof the Lord

They smiled at Him so sweetly. Please hear this story purely,

Lor d Ko figfdends and dows, And youdl |l be taken back
vs,Come under the hi | |BackioGpdneadspgurel.,
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Here are the chords for the song on the previous page:

C F C
LORD KéieA IS A COWHERD BOY
G

HIS JEWELS WERE SHINING BRIGHTLY

F C G
HI'S FATHERYS NANDA MAHARAIJ
F G C
HE TOLD HIM SO POLITELY

G

SO POLITELY

F C G

HI'S FATHER»S NANDA MAHARAJ

F G C
HE TOLD HIM SO POLITELY
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Activity:

Watch a video (puppet show, animation) about the story [this must be accompanied by hearing
from scripture].

Resources:

Puppet showhttp://store.Krishna.com/Search.bok?category=Video:Kids&bar=_shp_kids

Ani mat i on ( lttp:Astork.l€rishikedcindlRaje:bok?template=Shops_Video

Activity:

Children calculate the present circumference of Govardhana Hill and then calculate the ap-
proximate area of the bottom. Estimate the number of people who could fit under the hill
comfortably.

Resources:

Govardhana Hill was about 3 km high 5000 years ago . Presently at its highest point the hill
is just 25 m high and 11 km long.

It is said that Govardhana Hill was originally 115 km long, 72 km wide and 29 km high.
Today, the hill is only 80 ft high

Walking around Govardhana today involves a distance ofl38 (24-miles)
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Activity: Each pupil chooses to be a resident of V
acters, and, from that point of view, writes the story as a first person narrative. These can be
performed as monologues.

Resources:

Excerpts fromthe bookKk 8 y Ua Smaedianéd by Koyua Kshetra d
authors of specific sections are after each piece.

[ One of the inhabitants of V&énddbévana is offe
hanal +1 6 : ]

Dear Koéyua, dear Govinda, You are the giver
take shelter of You. Power f ul rain clouds ar

winds are blowing. They are threatening to destroy everything we have, our cows and our-
selves, unless You protect us with Your mystical powers. It is amazing to us that You can
easily carry the whole Govardhana hill on the little finger of Your left hand, just like a child
can easily carry a mushroom. These torrents of rain and winds are too strong, therefore we
will stand beneath this huge umbrella, with all our belongings and cows. In that way we
can be saved from this dangerous situation.

We are happy that we can take shelter of Your lotus feet. We are not tormented by hunger,
thirst or any kind of distress. Your mystical power overwhelms us. After seven days all the
water has withdrawn and now we can go back t
would like to go home after You easily put back Govardhana hill on the same place
where it resides.

Our dear Govinda, we approached You with great enthusiasm so we can embrace You and
give You our blessings. The gop+s are offeri
thus giving You blessings.

All the demigods began to shower flowers from the sky and to blow their conch shells,
kettledrums are resounding and residents of the Gandhateka are playing for Your pleas-
ure on their musical i nstrument s. Listen how
of their great love.

1 Mitravinda Dasi & Divyama n g al a G Kptidd, @roaltaa s

Foll owing in the Footsteps of the Vrajavos-=+s
|l coul dn%t understand what my mother is tal§k
and she, holding my hand tightly, bent down
don%»t you |l et go of my hand. »

Thunder mixed with the bellowing of the calves, which fled beside their mothers, fright-
ened. The trees, because of the intolerable rain and wind, looked like they were also run-
ning. °Where are we going?» | asked, but my
tightly, she led me through the slippery road, carefully walking amidst the stones and the
mud. She had a very anxious look on her face and tears rolled down her cheeks, or maybe
they were raindrops sliding down her face. With one hand she held her veil, and the silence
of those moments when the clouds held back the thunder, was filled with the jingling of
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her bracelets. The sky was very agitated. Dark clouds hung over like ripened fruits: thun-

derbolts with their flashes blinded the eyes, and with their dreadful sounds invited fear to

our hearts. And it seemed that the rain wanted to wash away even the smallest pebble in

Vraja. Still, none of this could compare with the storm that was happening in our hearts.

This storm was made of very deep emotions and forced our hearts to surrender to the dark-
estcloud, K6yua, and the Berlghteat Bught hhegessen

and the source of my strength was ér +mat+ RO
freshed my thirsty and harassed heart.
°0Oh, where Iis my mistress now?» | was anxi ol

rains and winds obstructed my sight. | was looking for Her, hoping that from somewhere |
will hear Her melodious voice or see Her beautiful face decorated with the most resplen-
dent lotus eyes. For a moment it seemed to me that | heard Her sweet voice coming from
one direction, but no, it was only the voice of the cuckoo, which was hiding in the foliage.
Moving became very difficult: our feet sank in the mud and it seemed like our clothes,
wanting to hide from the cold, stuck to our bodies. The wind made the rain dance on all
sides, making the beautiful land of Vraja change its appearance. On all sides there were bro-
ken branches and leaves flying, and it seemed like the falling flowers, with their last breath,
wanted to decorate the path we were threadin
°Wai t, Il think I saw Her, just a few steps ¢
ately my heart started to dance faster, but alas, that were only golden lotuses carried by the
fierce wind. Oh sun, did you steal my mistress, being envious of Her smile? It must be you,
when you are such a big coward to appear before me. Please bring me back the source of
my happiness because without Her this life of mine is worthless and meaningless.
°Just a Ilittle bit more and we are there, » i
mother was reaching my ears. Then | became aware that actually she was beside me show-
ing me the Govardhana Hill, but surprisingly the Hill was floating in the air. | was confused
and she just smiled and said, °following in
your shelter. »
As we were coming closer, the thunder became distant and the rain and the wind sub-
sided. The Govardhana Hill became our shelte
tracted by Govardhana»®s greatness as if by a
mi xed with the fragrances of different garl a
started to make me dizzy. Where to look for Her? How to find the most resplendent
gol den | otus in KO&yua¥rs garden?
At that moment the song of the flute spread
where | am coming from, this is the place where my master is, who with His bashful glance

wi | | reveal to you where the cause of this p
sound of Koéyua¥%s flute, pushing myself throu
on one rock, in a threefold bending form, with the little finger of His left hand holding the

Govardhana Hill and with His right holding H

multaneously fulfilling all of our desires. And just with one hidden look He fulfilled mine
also. Following His look | saw Her bashfully sending Him Her smile, embracing Him with
the corner of Her lotus like eyes.

There She was, the source of my existence, filling my heart with the sweetest ambrosia.
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Drinking Her every gracious move with the cups of my eyes | was delighted in ecstasy.

From time to time She smiled to Her gop=+ fri
attention. She was the source of the emotions that were waxing to their climax under the
Govardhana Hill , i nspired by the song of KOYy

happiness increased and, as a result, the song of His flute became sweeter and sweeter. In

these moments of unspeakable happiness, | looked behind at my mother. She looked like
never before nu her eyes were filed with tear
She was breathing faster and it looked like she was going to faint. | was amazed by the de-

votion which emanated from her body. As | approached her, the emotions became more

visible. | touched her hand and in that moment, she realized my presence. She smiled at me

and we started to dance, filled with unspeakable happiness. We laughed together and in her
eyes | could see my mistress and Kdyua danci
1 Manjari Sarika Dasj Shtip, Macedonia

The Story of a Simple Sé6nvartaka Cloud

Once upon a time, there was a cloud. Since he was a particularly powerful and dark cloud,

his friends called him SéAavartaka. Hi s favor
Véndovana. Il n this way, he would cast a shad
them against the scorching sun. But there was also another reason for his choice to stay

above one area, for in that same village lived a boy in a yellow dhoti. Everyone called him

Koy ua ¢ttthreacalilve one»). I ndeed, the cloud fo
taka would often just wait in the sky above
though Sonvartaka¥®s friends had already with
Séinvartaka tells his story: ©°One day, Lord I
son amongst the c¢clouds and rains, came to Vo
called upon the whole entourage of enraged clouds and ordered everyone assembled to

unl eash a devastating storm over the village
YaN o , |l can¥%bt follow that order! % Now, pertur
towards the villagers and that charming boy,
Lord Indra¥s order, it wildl be my | ast day i

dispersed into a few droplets somewhere in the middle of a vast ocean and merge. Oh, how
horrible! ¥

°But with all the pretense | could muster, I
admit that | even shot some lame thunderbolts here and there. | felt desperate and thought:

Y%l see the villagers trying to find shelter,
rain and hurling thunderbolts. | am helpless
spair, | saw my favorite boy, Kdyua, and hov
mountain!?% All of villagers managed to quic
me great delight. We could be shooting and rumbling and pouring, but no one would get

hurt . |l saw Lord Indra¥hs crimson blush, asha
one. Still, he would continue to order us to flood the entire village.

°But for me there was relief. During the day
the villagers were so peacef ul in the presen
without interruption* he i s hol ding a whole mountain! ¥% |

53



Govardhanap Cj 0 : DO mpalayraa Brudtl i

Scripture: Resources

seeing Him, are indescribably exuberant. ¥% °T
for seven days and nights without a pause. T
nally, | understood that Lord Indra%s order
had participated inalfec hangi ng event.» SdéfAvartaka¥ns stor
how sometimes in our |ives, by the order of
have to bring us toil and troubl e. But we mu

tunity to pray more intensely, to remember what we already have, and to be brought closer
to Kdyua¥s shelter.

|l ndeed, many times we see that we | earn, grc
ments.» In such moments, if we gather our be
shelter, we might even experience peace and joy. | pray that | may never forget that taking
shelter of Koyla¥»s intimate representative i
For me, the foll owhogavat $aé) dnewpnierfBl obfedd
of meditation: °Still, when one receives 1ins

have the power to awaken one»s higher wunders
tional service to Lord Hari. Therefore, it is not a sign of greatness that ordinary persons like

me can persevere despite terrible disturbances, give spiritual enlightenment to children, be-

have like saintly persons, show compassion to suffering souls, or refuse the boon of libera-
tion. »

1 Mangalacandrika Das| Radhadesh, Belgium
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Activity:
The children make a simple milk sweet, such
Resource:

Orange and Currant Simply Wonderfuls

Simply Wonderfuls are fudgdike sweets made from butter, sugar, and milk powder. They
require no cooking combine the ingredients, and the result is simply wonderful!
PREPARATION TIME: 20 minutes YIELD: about 15 sweets

1 1/4 cups sifted icing sugar

190g unsalted butter

1/2 teaspoon finely grated orange rind (optional)

2 tablespoons currants (optional can also use raisins, carob/chocolate chips, etc.)
1 1/2 cups sifted fullcream milk powder

1. Cream the butter, sugar, and orange rind in a mixing bowl.

2. Fold in the currants and powdered milk and knead until a firm fondatike dough is
formed. Pinch off walnutsized portions and roll into smooth evesized balls. Chill.

How to offer food to Koéyula:

Keep the preparation area very clean. Wash your hands thoroughly. While preparing food,

do not taste it, for you are cooking the mea
Arrange portions of the food on dinnerware kept especially for this purpose; no one but

Kédyua should eat from these dishes. The easi
dear Lord Koyua, please accept this food," a

times while ringing a bell:
1.Prayer to ér:xl a Prabhupodda
nama ofp&dd§yap kéyAitmdalea bhC
O0r +mat e b hsavkétnmivne diétnit an é mi n e
namas te SOr asofm#t &c @dreiviee gaur a
nNirv-oGeyapvododcide & r i U e

"| offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupéda, who is very dear to Lord Kdéyua,
spectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritua
Gosvdém+. You are kindly preaching the messag

Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism."
2. Prayer to Lord Chaitanya

namo wald® ny 0 ypemapk éaydiday a t e
k 6V 00 y-aatdny@y ¢ mn e -tgwaiusrea namacC
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“"O most munificent incarnation! You are Ko&yua
hoprabhu. You have assumed the golden color o
tributing pure |l ove of Koéyua. We offer our re

3.Prayer to:Lord Koéyua

namo br adhemvadiyma, 6 grhai tab y a c a
jagadd hi t 6ya kdyuodéya, govindodya namo

"I offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord K
mauas twiies hweerl lof the cows and the brdéhmatas a
of fer my repeated obeisances to the Personal.

Remember that the real purpose of preparing and offering food to the Lord is to show your de-
votion and gratitude to Hi m. Kéyua accepts yo
is complete in HimseH-He doesn't need anythingbut out of His immense kindness He allows

us to offer food to Him so that we can develop our love for Him.

After offering the food to the Lord, wait at least five minutes for Him to partake of the prepara-

tions. Then you should transfer the food from the special dinnerware and wash the dishes and
utensils you used for the offering. Now you a
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Activities:

ElementaryHave the children gather a variety of materials of various sizes, shapes and

weights. Make a chart listing the materials with columns for each attribute (such as size).

This should be done in a very simple way, su
| arge» or °light/ medium/ heavy.» Each child s
try balancing the objects on the little finger of their left hand and record on the chart how

many seconds or minutes they can balance each

AdvancedHave the pupils gather a variety of materials of various sizes, shapes and weights.
They should make a chart listing the materials with columns for each attribute (such as

size). These attributes should be listed as precisely as possible, with specific weights, meas-
urements, and shape names (cone, sphere, etc.) Each pupil should make an individual

chart. Then the pupils should try balancing the objects on the little finger of their left hand

and record on the chart how many seconds or minutes they can balance each. They can also
note at what place on each object they are more or less likely to achieve balance. Ask them
to draw general conclusions

Resources:

Sample:

Object Size Weight Shape Balance Balance
time Place
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Activity:

The children put the main facts of the story into the correct order.

Resource:

Plot Elements to cut out and put in order

Nanda Mahordéja says the sacrifice is traditd.i

The residents of Vénddévana ask Ko&éyulua to save

The men of Vondovana tal k about how wonder f

Kéyua | ifts Govardhana Hill on the Ilittle fi
while all the people and animals of Vdndodvar
Kéyua sees his father and the el ders gettinec

Indra comes with a surabhi cow and his elephant to apologize

Kdyua convinces his father to sacrifice to

Kéyua asks his father the goal, process, anc
rected
Kéyua tells the people to go home and puts t

l ndra gets angry and has his soéidvartaka cl ol

The residents of Véndoévana thank Kodyuoa

Voéndovana residents perform a sacrifice for
and walking around the hill while singing

Kédyua excuses I ndra and sends him back to he

Indra stops the rain
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Activities:

IntermediateGive the children a list of literary elements (ex: simile, personification) with a
brief description of each. Then give them several examples of each from each of the three
story versions and ask them to match. This can be done individually, in groups, or as a
game.

AdvancedGive pupils a list of literary ornaments (example: simile, personification) and ask
them to |Iist as many as they can find from t
vatam, awdndmamhpC. You can have the class i
group per story version, or have every pupil look at all three versions. Compare student re-

sults and discuss.

Resources:

http://literary-devices.com/

http://gisr07.hubpages.com/hub/LiterasipevicesMeaningsand-Examples

Here is a short list (incomplete):

1 Allegory - a symbolic representation i.e.The blindfolded figure with scales is an alle-
gory of justice.

T Alliteration - the repetition of the initial consonant. There should be at least two
repetitions in a row. i.e. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

T Allusion , A reference to a famous person or event in life or literaturei.e. She is as
pretty as the Mona Lisa.

T Analogy - the comparison of two pairs which have the same relationshipi.e. shoe is
to foot as tire is to wheel

1 Assonance- the repetition of similar vowel sounds in a sentence.

T Climax - the turning point of the action in the plot of a play or story. The climax
represents the point of greatest tension in the work.

1 Foreshadowing- hints of what is to come in the action of a play or a story.

1 Hyperbole - a figure of speech involving exaggeration.

1 Metaphor - A comparison in which one thing is said to be another.i.e. The cat's eyes
were jewels, gleaming in the darkness.

1 Onomatopoeia- the use of words to imitate the sounds they describe. i.€The burn-
ing wood crackled and hissed.

1 Oxymoron - putting two contradictory words together. i.e. bittersweet, jumbo
shrimp, and act naturally

1 Personification - is giving human qualities to animals or objects. i.eThe daffodils
nodded their yellow heads.

1 Pun- A word is used which has two meanings at the same time, which results in hu-
mor.

1 Simile - figure of speech involving a comparison between unlike things using like, as,
or as though. i.e. She floated in like a cloud.
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Activities:

IntermediateDiscuss how a good person like Indra could do something so evil as to try to destroy
vVonddévana and all its residents, human and ani ma
questions for Indra about the process by which he fell into evil and how he rectified himself. Refer-
enceBhagavag +t 6 chapters 2 and 3 (empathy, integrity,

dharma). You can expand this activity by having various children take the part of Indra and re-
sponding to the interview questions of other pupils in front of the whole group, or in pairs which
then report to the group. You can record the answers in an overall chart which the children then
analyze. They can also write essays or give speeches on their findings from this exercise.

AdvancedAsk the pupils if they have ever acted wrongly against their better judgment. Refer to the
Bhagavae +t 6 f or verses which discuss this point. Di
demons, yet did not punish or kill I ndra, althou
discuss, in groups, how we can prevent our baser nature from bewildering us and what to do when

it does. (problem of evil, seltliscipline, integrity)

Resources: Yerses from the Bhagavagl ~ t 6 )

Bg. 2.62- While contemplating the objects of the senses, a person develops attachment for them,
and from such attachment lust develops, and from lust anger arises.

Bg. 2.63- From anger, complete delusion arises, and from delusion bewilderment of memory.
When memory is bewildered, intelligence is lost, and when intelligence is lost one falls down again
into the material pool.

Bg. 2.64- But a person free from all attachment and aversion and able to control his senses through
regulative principles of freedom can obtain the complete mercy of the Lord.

Bg.336cArjuna said: O descendant of VOoyui, by what
ingly, as if engaged by force?

Bg. 3.37- The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: It is lust only, Arjuna, which is born of contact

with the material mode of passion and later transformed into wrath, and which is theda\ouring

sinful enemy of this world.

Bg. 3.38- As fire is covered by smoke, as a mirror is covered by dust, or as the embryo is covered by

the womb, the living entity is similarly covered by different degrees of this lust.

Bg. 3.39- Thus the wise living entity's pure consciousness becomes covered by his eternal enemy in

the form of lust, which is never satisfied and which burns like fire.

Bg. 3.40- The senses, the mind and the intelligence are the sitting places of this lust. Through them

lust covers the real knowledge of the living entity and bewilders him.

Bg.341-Therefor e, O Arjuna, best of the Bhoér at as, i
sin [lust] by regulating the senses, and slay this destroyer of knowledge andrselization.

Bg. 3.42- The working senses are superior to dull matter; mind is higher than the senses; intelli-

gence is still higher than the mind; and he [the soul] is even higher than the intelligence.

Bg. 3.43 Thus knowing oneself to be transcendental to the material senses, mind and intelligence,
Omighty-ar med Arjuna, one should steady the mind by
sciousness] and thudy spiritual strengthconquer this insatiable enemy known as lust.
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Learning aims:
Know details of the form of the Lord as Giri
Medi tation on the form of Giridhoér =+ and/ or G
Service for the form of Giridhoér+ and/ or Gov

What children will accomplish by the end of this unit:

Describe something of Girdhari and Govinda forms from memory
Do some service for the form of Giridhoér+ an

Assessing how well the aim has been achieved:

Descriptions of Giridhor +%s and Govindas f

Work in various media shows a high level of care and quality according to the age and abil-

ity of the children

Service to
t

the Lord¥%%s f o
Children I k ri

m i s done with resp
about Gi h

r
a dhoér +%s and Govi ndavy

Note: For many of the activities in this Deity section, you will need a collection of paintings
(or pictures of painttimats)ofof GiKdiydimérn n hplod if ro

Hill, and that of Govinda where K&yua is| taki
ties in one of those two moods. The Deit|ly for
Hill.

NOTE: Activities marked with an™ have resources in this section.
Activities marked with an N  require resources not included in this guide to
be gathered in advance
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All ages or mixed group:
aDi scuss the meatheongwho liold®uthe hill (Godwith-ferm)

aDi scuss t he melamiwnogives pleasu® tovthe cowsaamd to the senses
(God with form)

" Discuss the value of cow protection in particular and vegetarianism in general. You may

want to show the films °Healthy, Wealthy, an
spect, dharma)

"NLook at various paintings or photos of Dei
and in the Govinda form (God with form)

N Making lamps to offer the Deitiés the children can make lamp cups out of clay, wicks

from cotton wool, and then dip the cotton wool into ghee or oil. For young children, this

activity requires careful supervision (spiritual practices)

4-7 years:

"NEach child chooses a favorite picture of G
cil, crayons, or paint) and decorates it with garlands and necklaces by gluing on paper flow-

ers, bead, sequins, etc. (God, spiritual practices)

clListen to various pieces of music, and choo
lifting Govardhana or putting the hill back down

N Some children pretend to be cows, and others play flutes pretending to herd the cows.

aThe children create a drawing of the path f

pasting pictures or creating their own. Discuss the nutritional value of milk and ask the

children to name as many milk products as they can and what they can be used for (world)

aDi scuss how Giridhoér=+ held a mountain for s
dren to list ways in others sacrifice for their welfare and how they have sacrificed for others.

Ask them for the difference between helping others and being selfish (empathy, gratitude,

dharma)

"Teach the children the mudrdé for herding co
children hold the cow herding mudrdés, have t
the Giridhdér+ pose | ongest

aAsk the children to |Iist reasons why the co
pared to a father. If possible, have photos of cows and bulls. Discuss how we treat our

mot her and father and why K&éyua is famous as
spect, dharma)

7-11 years:

"NEach child creates (or colors) a picture

coloring media and later decorates it with garlands and necklaces by gluing on paper flow-
ers, bead, sequins (God with form, spiritual practices)
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N Individually or in groups, children create a decorated frame that includes cows for a pic-

ture of Govinda (this frame could be made from wood, metal, or decorated cardboard). Put

the framed picture on an altar and offer incense, lamp, and flowers to the picture

" Read stories to the children about Kodyua as
lustrate one of the stories

"NHave the children make a Venn diagram or c
fold bending pose and His Giridhor+ pose (Go

N Teach the children traditional cowherding flute tunes or listen to recordings or watch

videos of using flutes to herd cows. Ask children to say which they like best and why

aAsk the children to discuss any experiences
gest why Koéyua is especially known as Govind
dairy products as possible, and then give the qualities of each, what they are used for,

which ones they like best and why, etc. Each child can then write a thank you note to the

cows and bulls (gratitude)

11-13 years:

NHave the children make dioramas of Giridhor
by the people and animals of Vdédndoévana ( God
N Individually or in groups, children create a decorated frame that includes Govardhana

Hill for a picture of Giridhoér=+ (this frame
cardboard). Put the framed picture on an altar and offer incense, lamp, and flowers to the

picture

aThe children pick flowers and attractive | e
of fer to a picture of Giridhér=+ or Govinda (
aThe children pretend to be art critics and
aThe chil dren each write a rhyming poem abou

I

aFaci itate the children creating a Venn di a
vinda in terms of Their qualities and activities (God with form)

aDi scuss about the regulation of Deity worsh
experience with doing Deity worship or with knowing others who do so (selfscipline,

spiritual practices)

N Arrange for someone to have the children learn a traditional Indian dance that shows lift-

ing Govardhana Hill (acting in the world)

N Have facts on the benefits of a vegetarian diet in the categories of health, environment,

ethics, and spirituality. Have the children sort the facts into the various categories and then

each pupil should write an essay or give a speech on the value of vegetarianism (empathy,
respect, dharma, self [karma])
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Deity

1418 years:
N Working individually or in groups, pupils create each of the main persons in the story
out of clay, decorate and make intoadisplay hi s can be of where Giri

hill or where the demigods are worshiping the Lord as Govinda, especially with surabhi,
the cow (God)

aEach pupil makes a special garland or fl owe
ties (spiritual practices)

aEach pupil writes a rhyming, metered poem a
aEach pupil chooses five people who were pre

and writes a paragraph for each describing the scene from their point of view (acting in the

worl d -$§adbdal)

aPupils write a song describing how Govinda

NIl ndividually or in group, pupilwhereldesisear ch t
wor shi ped and the story behind His manifesta
chapter 4 for some relevant information)

aThe pupils design and perform a mime (or tr
tures and mudrdés of Giridhor+ and Govinda
gl ndividually or in groups, have pupils rese

their findings in a visual display physical or electroni¢ accompanied by written work
(dharma, empathy, world)

aDi scuss Kdyua¥s keeping of His promise of p
(integrity)
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Deity Resources

Activity:

Discuss the value of cow protection in particular and vegetarianism in general (empathy,
respect, the four regulations). You may want
Wi se» and/ or °Sacred Cow. »

Resources:

http://www.itvproductions.net/store/product.php?productid=84&cat=7&page=1

Cow protection resources:

http://www.iscowp.org/

Also, see if your local ISKCON center has a cow protection program or if any local families

keep cows.
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Deity Resources

Activity: col oring a picture of Giridhoér=+ or Govin
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Deity Resources

Activity: col oring a picture of Giridhoér=+ or Govin
ings on the following five pages by R&é6dhor ou
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Deity Resources
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Deity Resources
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