Hansel and GretelPRIVATE 

Note  I dont really like this play but someone wrote it and it may serve a purpose at some point in time. RDd

Scene One

Father:    But why do you want to go to the material forest, Son?

Hansel:    Because I think that I can enjoy there, Father.

Father:    No one has ever been able to enjoy in the material

forest. 

Hansel:    I’m sure that I can.

Father:    Listen to me, my dear son, once you go to the material

forest, you will be illusioned by the material energy called Maya. You will be bound by your own activities, it will be very hard to come back to me.

Hansel:    Don’t worry, Father, I will come back whenever I want to come back.

Father:    Maya will make you forget me. How then will you come

back? The material world is full of struggle and tragedy. Only flickering happiness is found there.

Hansel:    Father, please, I want to experience it for myself. If I don’t then I will always wonder if I missed something important. Do you know what I mean? Let me go.

Father:    All right, go. But remember, you are always welcome back when you come to your senses.

Scene Two 

(Sound Effects of wind and rain in the forest.)

Hansel:    Where am I? Oh yes, I know, that must be the material

forest ahead. Now I will be free to enjoy myself.

Guard:     Wait a minute; don’t be so foolish! Don’t rush into a situation that you know nothing about. If you think that you can enjoy in the material forest then you are sadly illusioned!

Hansel:    Who are you? What would you know about enjoying, an old man like you. Step aside.

Guard:     No, wait! I’ve been sent by your father to try and 

convince you not to commit this terrible mistake. I have seen many souls pass through this gate with great expectation of enjoyment but very few return.

Hansel:    Don’t be crazy; I can look after myself. You see, I have a plan 

Guard:     You may have a plan, but there is a person in charge of this forest who will oppose your plan. That person is called Maya. She can entice you with false conceptions and make you feel that you have many responsibilities and obligations to fulfil. Due to karmic reactions to sinful activities you will be lost within the forest. You may never come out. Look, why don’t you do the smart thing and go back to the safety of your Father’s house. Don’t be so independent. Heed my warning and go back!

Hansel:    No, I want to go. No more talking, I want to go.

(Hansel tries to pass Gretel.)

Guard:     I must equip you with the necessary paraphernalia for enjoying in the material forest.

Hansel:    What is that?

Guard:     First you have to put on these two. This one has layers             of mind, intelligence and false ego and is called the subtle body.

Hansel:    Now may I go?

Guard:     Not yet, you have another coat. This is the gross 

material covering.

Hansel:    That looks gross!

Guard:     That’s right  - earth, water, fire, air and ether - 

these are the five gross elements.

Hansel:    This coat is so heavy!

Guard:     Yes, it is heavy and also these qualities come with the gross and subtle coverings.

First, you are subject to birth, disease, old age and death. You will also be afflicted by the three-fold miseries - those miseries coming from you own body, those miseries caused by other living entities and those miseries caused by natural disturbances.

Hansel:    Anything else?

Guard:     In order to enjoy, you have to have material senses -

five working senses and five knowledge acquiring senses and, lest we forget, the three modes of nature - goodness, passion and ignorance. As well, you will always be faced with dualities such as happiness and distress, pleasure and pain, heat and cold, love and hate 

Hansel:    Anything more?

Guard:     Yes. You will have four defects - you will subject to illusion, you will have a tendacy to cheat yourself and others, you will make mistakes and your senses will be imperfect.

Hansel:    Now I can enjoy in the material world?

Guard:     Yes, now you may try to enjoy in the material world.

Hansel:    This is great! I’m finally free and I have all these

qualities to enjoy with!

Guard:     There’s one thing you should remember, if you no longer want to stay in the material forest then you will have to shed these coverings. The only way to do that is to give up the desire to enjoy separately from you Father. Your Father and myself are always watching over you.

(Hazy music. Guard leaves.)

Hansel:    Everything is becoming so strange. I’m feeling a little bewildered 

Scene Three

(Sound of new baby crying)

Mother:    Just see, Siegfried, he looks just like you!

Siegfried: No, Helger, he has your eyes. My little Hansel!

Mother:    He is the most beautiful baby in the world!

Siegfried: Uncle Otto, come and have a look at our baby boy,

Hansel!

Uncle:     He looks so intelligent, perhaps he will be a doctor! Isn’t he cute!? Such a handsome lad!

Mother:    Look at him now! Isn’t he looking at me? Oh, I love you, my dear son! I love you very much. Let me put Hansel in bed, I think he’s sleepy. 

Scene Four

Siegfried: Now, Hansel, you have grown up so quickly, it is time 
that you go out and pick the fruits you want.

Mother:    But, be careful, don’t go into the deepest part of the forest. It is too dangerous. (Parents exit)

Hansel:    What would they know anyway? I know that the best 

berries are to be found in the deepest part of the forest, they taste the sweetest. I know what I’ll do - I’ll leave a trail of bread crumbs and when I want to find my way back I will simply follow the trail and, before you can say anything, I will be back oke doke, safe and sound. Who knows what enjoyable things I might find as I go deeper and deeper into the material forest. 

(Going into the forest, he meets a beautiful girl.)

Hansel:    Hello, what is your name?

Gretel:    Hello, I am Gretel. What is your name?

Hansel:    Hansel! What are you doing here, all alone in the

forest?

Gretel:    I came here to enjoy myself.

Hansel:    That is what I want to do, too.

Gretel:    I have found that by going deeper into the forest, the enjoyment becomes better and better.

Hansel:    I knew it, I knew it! And tell me, there is no danger there, is there?

Gretel:    No, no, I have gone deep into the forest many times and never have I seen or heard of any danger. 

Hansel:    All right then, let us go and enjoy! (they exit)

(A witch appears. She leaves a gingerbread man cookie and leaves.)

The trees are very beautiful here. There are plenty of fruits, too.

(The witch laughs.)

Gretel:    Hansel, what is that funny noise?

Hansel:    What noise? I can’t hear anything.

(Gretel finds the gingerbread.)

Gretel:    Look, Hansel! Look what I’ve found!

Hansel:    It looks like a little piece of gingerbread!

Witch:     Ahhh! At last, you’ve found my gingerbread! Everyone in the forest loves my gingerbread. You get the highest pleasure by eating my gingerbread, my little darling. Tell me what you think. You too, sweetheart; have some. Nice, isn’t it? (laughing)

Hansel:    Hmm  Gretel, the taste is wonderful!

Gretel: (trying it) Yes, but it has a bitter taste at the end.

Hansel:    May I have some more, dear kind old lady?

Witch:     Certainly, you can have as much as your little heart

desires, darlings.

(She distributes many gingerbreads.)

Hansel:    I will eat this all the time, Gretel!

Gretel: (Eating) Yes, and you can even get used to the bitter

after-taste. 

Witch:     Look, my little sweeties, you can have all the 
gingerbread you want if you just do me a little favor. Look over there, I live in a gingerbread house! It is full of sweets and cakes and candy, too!

Hansel:    Yes yes, what do you want us to do?

Witch:     What I’d like you little sweeties to do is for you 
(to Gretel) collect all the firewood in this part of the forest and you (to Hansel) can chop up all the firewood, you smart boy. (offering gingerbread) Would you like to do that?

Hansel:    Yes. (taking gingerbread) You are such a nice lady.

Gretel:    Yes yes!

Hansel:    Where is the axe, lady?

Witch:     Over there, deary.

Hansel:    Where?

Witch:     Can’t you see it (Becomes angry but regains composure) Here, (finds ax) this is it. Now, get to work my lovelies and just remember the enjoyment that’s in store for you! 

Scene Five 

Hansel:    It seems that I have been chopping wood for such a long time, I wonder if there is even going to be an end to it.

Gretel:    I have been scrubbing so hard, I am working my little fingers to the bone.

Hansel:    And, you know Gretel, this lady is not so nice anymore.

Gretel: (rants) Yes, she has become so mean! We are working harder for less and less gingerbread!

Witch:     Why haven’t you finished chopping all this wood! I told you to have it done before I came back, why haven’t you finished? Just for that, there is no gingerbread for you!

Hansel:    Oh no, You promised! You promised me more gingerbread when you got back! I had so much to do and my back was aching and my hands were blistered 

Witch:     Bah! (to Gretel) And you, little girl, have you finished all the washing and scrubbing like I told you?

Gretel:    No  But I didn’t have time, I didn’t have time!

Witch:     No time, no time - nonsense!! If you don’t have time to work then you don’t have time to enjoy gingerbread, do you? Now get back to work!! (Witch leaves)

Gretel:    I’ll go get another bucket of water 

Hansel:    No, I have had enough of this!

Gretel:    What are you saying, Hansel? What do you mean?

Hansel:    I can’t see the point anymore - to work so hard for a little piece of gingerbread a day  - which, quite frankly, I don’t enjoy much anymore. In fact, I don’t get much enjoyment out of anything in the material forest anymore.

Gretel:    What are you saying, Hansel? Have you gone crazy? There is nothing as enjoyable as a little piece of gingerbread! You can’t be serious!?

Hansel:    I am.

Gretel: (starts crying) Oh, Hansel!

Hansel:    Can’t you see, Gretel? We are working so hard for a 

little gingerbread and still we are not satisfied. I am beginning to think that there must be more to life than gingerbread or anything else in the rotten material forest.

Gretel:    What are you - some kind of revolutionary? There is no better enjoyment anywhere than the sweet taste of gingerbread and one must strive with all his might to taste it! 

Hansel:    I wonder if there is more to life than just gingerbread. I wish someone could tell us.

(Kirtan is heard in background.)

Hansel:    It seems like I have heard that song before. God’s 

Names. Come on, we’re going to find it and join them.

Gretel:    Are you crazy? We are young, we cannot leave our

material enjoyment and start chanting God’s name from now on! Generally, people take to God when they are very old.

Hansel:    Listen to me - when we grow old, our senses will be

blunt. We will hardly be able to hear or speak. We do not even know if we will live that long and, if we do, whether there will be the opportunity or availability of religion or God’s devotees.

Gretel:    Well, we will see when we get to that point.

Hansel:    You know what I think?  I think that God gave us eyes to see Him, ears to hear Him, and a tongue to sing His praises. So, we should love Him and be obliged to Him and chant His Names.

Gretel:    Oh my gosh, you hear the Hare Krsna mantra once and you become so bewildered! This mantra must have a strong hypnotic effect! I have to take you away from them, as far as I can! Listen to me, now  are you my best friend? 

Hansel:    Yes.

Gretel:    Do you love me?

Hansel:    Yes, of course!

Gretel:    Do you want to see me happy?

Hansel:    Yes.

Gretel:    Then come with me, I want to go deep into the forest and get lots of gingerbread and have a very very very very good time  just you and me. Oh, I cant wait! Lets go, dont waste this moment, enjoy it!

Hansel:    But 

Gretel:    No buts, please! (puts her finger on his lips. They leave.)

Scene Six  Deeper In the Forest

Gretel:    What should we do now?

Guide: (enters) You two look lost. May I be of any assistance?

Hansel:    Who are you?

Guide:     I am the guardian of the forest. It is my job to guide people out of the forest and back to the place where there is no suffering  only eternal pleasure.

Gretel:    I dont believe you! You are just another cheater! How much gingerbread do you want?

Guide:     I have no need for this gingerbread. My pleasure is

derived by chanting the Holy Names of God  

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 

and service to Him.

Gretel:    It cant be so simple! I dont accept it!

Guide:     All right, the choice is yours. But actually, we are all servants of the Supreme Lord. Trying to enjoy independently in this material forest and can only end in distress. Please think about what I have said and if you ever feel that you have had enough of this search for enjoyment then simply call out. Ill be nearby. (He exits)

Hansel:    You know, Gretel, I have a feeling that I know that man .

Gretel:    Yes, he seemed like such a kind man, unlike so many

other people weve met in this forest. 

Hansel:    So, we have a choice, whether we stay here or go 

(the witch enters)

Witch:     Ahhh, there you are! Ive been looking for you, you 

wretched pair! Get back to work, or else there will be no gingerbread for you!

Hansel:    I dont like gingerbread anymore!

Gretel:    Yes, I dont want your gingerbread either!

Witch: (sweet little voice) Did nanna scare you? Come now, my 

little darlings, I have something very special for you now. This is the sweetest, most delicious gingerbread in the whole forest and you may have it, my little darlings. Here, Gretel, have a bite. Here, Hansel, try some. Just smell how delicious it is. Look how beautiful it is. Just taste how sweet it is! Haha! Now eat it, my little darlings, now eat it! I want to bind you to this material forest forever! Eat it! Haha!

Hansel:    No!

Witch: (in a mean voice) Then Im finished with you! I no longer have any need for you. I will dispose of your useless bodies so that, in your next birth, I will again enslave you. (calls) Death Personified come quickly! Take away these two rebellious creatures!

(Hansel and Gretel start to chant Hare Krsna out of fear.)

Hansel and Gretel: 

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare 

Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare

Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare

Guide:     All right, Hansel and Gretel, have you learned your

lesson? Do you understand that there is no real enjoyment in this material world?

Hansel:    Yes!

Gretel:    Yes!

Witch: (to Hansel) Are you sure you dont want any more 
gingerbread, my little darling?

Hansel:    No, no, get away from me!

Witch:    What about you, my little lovely, do you want to try

some?

Gretel:   No!

Guide:     The only way to resist Mayas temptations for temporary sense pleasure in the material world is to chant the Hare Krsna mahamantra. This is the great mantra of deliverance in this age. It purifies the mind and senses and very quickly the devotees go back home, back to Godhead.

(Hansel and Gretel leave with the Guide. Kirtan)









