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IN  THE DAWS OF WORE, THE OEl/AS AND THE ASURAS INERE EVER 
STRUGGLING FOR THE LORDSHIP OF THE THREE W ORLDS.



BOTH HAP IA//SE M EN TO GUIDE THEM . BRIHASPATI, THE SO N OF SAGE 
ANG/RAS, LIVED IN  THE ABODE O F INDRA . KING OF THE DEVAS.

AND SHUHRACHARVA T H E  FAVOURITE PU PIL OF SAGE ANG/RAS, LIVED  
IN  TH E CAPITAL C /T V  O F TH E ASURA K IN G * VRISHAPARVA.



BUT OF THE TWO* SHUKRACHARHA 
ALONE KNEW  THE CRAFT OF 

SANU/VAN! , THE SECRET OF
REVIVING THE DEAD.

TH E VALIANT DEVAS, TIRED OF THE UNEQUAL STRUG G LE W E N T TO  
TH E B R IL L IA N T , HANDSOME UOUTH, KACHA, TH E SO N OF B R IH A SPA TI.



t h e  o b e d ie n t  a n d  D U TIFU L hACHA im m e d ia t e l y  s e t  o u t  t o  m e e t
SHUHRA CHARVA.

1 WONDER W HAT 
AW AITS M E  IN  THE 
CAPITAL C ITY  O F THE

THERE H E HUMBLY PRESENTED 
H IM SELF BEFORE THE GREAT 

W IS E O N E .

SHUKRACHARVA GAVE H IM  A 
W ARM W ELCOME.

I ACCEPT VOU 
AS M V  PUPIL,

O W ORTHY KACHA, 
SON OF LEARNED



SHUKRACHARVA HAD A DAUGHTER, 
DEVAWAN! , W HOM  HE LOVED DEARLV.

CO  ME DEVAYANI. MY CHILD. 
MEET THE WORTHY KACHA, 
WHO HAS VOWED TO BE 
MY PUPIL TILL THE PERIOD 
OF HIS STUDIES IS OVER.

AdZ. LEARNING IN  THOSE DAWS WAS HANDED DOW N BW WORD OF MOUTH. 
THE PUPIL LIVED W ITH  H IS  GURU’S  FAMILW AS ONE OF H IS  HOUSEHOLD. 
IN  RETURN FOR H IS  EDUCATION, HE SERVED HIS GURU W ITH  LOVE AND

D E VO TIO N .



B U T M O S T OF THE DAY 
SHUKRACHARYA WAS EITHER BUSY 

AT COURT...

OR DEEP IN  M ED ITA TIO N

AND TENDERLY FULFILLED HER 
SLIG H TEST W ISH .

SO HACHA HELPED DEVAYAMf 
W ITH  HER DAILY CHORES*

HERE, DEVAYANll 
I PICKED THEM f  

FOR  YOU. L

LET ME DRAW 
THE WATER _  
FOR YOU.

f i g / aL V



W IT H IN  A FEW  DAWS O F H IS  ARRIVAL, KACHA FOUND HIM SELF SPENDING  
ALL H IS  LEISURE HOURS IN  THE COMPANW O F TH E  UVELW DEVAWAM.

■

I CAN SING, 
DANCE AND PLAV 
ANV INSTRUMENT

MUSIC, SONG AND 
DANCE NEVER FAIL TO  
GIVE ME PLEASURE. 
DO ANV OF ------------
THESE ARTS
INTEREST VOU

HO W
f  W ELL H E SING S! ̂  
(HO W  PEACEFUL IS  HIS  
k EXPR ESSIO N ! AND  
HO W  IT  DOES F ILL  MW 

HEART W ITH  A 
W EARNING, / D O N 'T  A
^ u n d e r s t a n d !

AND KACHA W ON H IS  WAW INTO  DEVAWANIS HEART.



ONCE TO  TEASE H ER , HACHA H ID  H IM SELF AMOAJG TH E TREES

^ ^ W H E R E ^ * E £ i 
/ COULD H E  BE 

'H A S HE TIRED OF M ' 
CO M PANY? HAVE I 
{DO NE ANYTHING TO 
\O FFE A JD  H IM ? A



B U T AS THE WEARS PASSED, THE ASURAS

IT IS STRANGE! W HY SHOULD 
THE SON OF THE LEARNED 
BRIHASPATI COME TO OUR 
CITY AND CHOOSE SHUKRA- 

CHARYA FOR HIS GURU ?

BECAME SUSPICIOUS O F KACHA.

I SENSE TREACHERY. 
THE ONLY KNOWLEDGE 
SHUKRACHARYA HAS,, 
THAT KACHANS FATHER 
HAS NOT, IS THE SECRET 
CRAFT OF SANUIVANI. .

WHERE IS 
KACHA? 

IT IS TIME
I SHALL 

CALL HIM. 
HE IS WITH 
THE CATTLE

AND SO  KACHA LIVED AND LEARNED 
IN  THE HO M E O F H IS  GURU.



ALL TH E ASURAS ROSE AS O NE ROARING ANGRUSV.

SLAIN.

W AIT! PATIENCE I 
WE SHALL HAVE 
TO DO  THIS IN 
SECRECY. A GURU 
WILL NOT LET 
HIS PUPIL BE

TH E ASURAS WAITED* B U T  
IM PATIENTLY. TH EN  ONE DAY_



v
n



IT IS LATE AND YOUR 
PRAYERS ARE OVER.THE 
CATTLE HAVE COME 
HOME WITHOUT KACHA. ■  
IF HE IS DEAD,I DO NOT 

vWANTTO LIVE ANY MOREj

DO NOT WEEP, MY CHILD. WILL 
NOT YOUR FATHER , WHO HAS 
REVIVED COUNTLESS ASURA 
WARRIORS, USE HIS SECRET 
FOR HIS OWN DAUGHTER’S 

HAPPINESS 9



SHUhRACHARVA CLOSED HUS EVES AM D LO l

KACHA STO O P BEFORE DEVAVAM.



»

KACHA CONTINUED L /1//NG IN  THE HOME O F H IS  GURU.

LONG AGO.WHILE WALKING DEEP 
IN THE FOREST WITH MY FATHER, 
I HAD SEEN SOME FLOWERS.THEIR 
PERFUME STILL LINGERS IN MY 
MEMORY. KACHA, WILL YOU BRING 
SOME FOR ME ? THEY BLOOM 
ONLY IN THIS 
SEASON.

DAWONE

KACHA COULD HARDLY REFUSE TH E ENCHANTING  DEVAYANI SUCH
A REQUEST.



»

SO HE H/AA/PEREP PEEP M W  THE FOREST W  SEARCH OF THE FLOWERS. 
TH E ASURAS l/l/ER E IA/AITIAJG FOR JU S T SU CH A N  O PPO RTUNITY.



HOURS LATER A T  SHUKRACHARVA 'S HOME -

KACHA IS  AWAV 
LONG ENOUGH TO 
COLLECT FLOWERS 
FOR TE N  M AIDENS. 
/ M /ONDER W HA T  

KEEPS H /M  ?

/  WONDER W H A T  
KEEPS KACHA. IT  IS  

T IM E  FOR HIS STUDIES. 
'D H E /S  PROMPT. FOR 

SOME REASON THE 
ASURAS W ISH TO KILL 
M V  DISCIPLE. / FEAR 
H E  IS  IN  THEIR CLUT

CHES ONCE AG AIN .

DEVAVANI APPROACHED SHUKRACHARVA 
AND H IS SUSPICIONS WERE CONFIRMED.







IF  SHOHRACHARVA HAD A  W EAKNESS IT  W AS FOR W IN E . H E  EM PTIED THE 
CO NTENTS O F THE GOBLET IN  ONE GULP.



DEVAVAN! W A ITE D  IN  VA/N FO R MACHA

O H  MACH A !  
H O W  M A W / M O RE  

DEATH S W ILL VOU 
HAVE TO D IE  

BEFORE TH E ASURAS 
LEAVE VOU ALONE ? 

W ILL VO U EVER 
BE M IM E ?

TH E CATTLE RETURNED HO M E ONCE M ORE W IT H O U T  MACHA.

FATHER !
WITHOUT KACHA 
I AM AS GOOD AS 

DEAD. PLEASE 
BRING HIM BACK 

TO LIFE.



SHUKRACHARVA H fiJE H /TH E  F U T IL IT Y  O F RECALLING KACHA FROM THE DEAD.

WHAT GOOD WILL IT SERVE, 
IF I BRING HIM BACK TO LIFE 
ONCE MORE ? THE ASURAS 
ARE BENT UPON KILUNG 
HIM. A WISE SOUL LIKE YOU 
SHOULD NOT GRIEVE AT A 
LOVED ONE'S DEATH. YOU 
ARE YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL 
AND YOU HAVE YOUR LIFE 
TO LIVE.

1 )

B U T  E>EVAVAM!*S LOVE FOR 
KACHA KNEW  NO REASONING.

KACHA WAS A GOOD 
PUPIL AND LOYAL 
TO US.I LOVED HIM 
DEARLY AND NOW 
THAT HE IS DEAD,
I DO NOT 
W ISH TO 
LIVE.

* CAN*T 
BEAR YOUR 

SORROW.



VET AGAIN SHUKRACHARVA USED H /S  SECRET KNOWLEDGE AND  
CALLED UPO N KA CH A TO CO M E BACK TO THE W ORLD O F TH E L IV IN G . 

KACHA C A M E BACK TO U F E  . . .



>

r
SHUKRACHARVA CURSED H/MSELE. 

FOR DRINKING W IN E .

HENCEFORTH 
WINE SHALL BE 

FORBIDDEN FOR THOSE 
ENGAGED IN THE 

PURSUIT OF WISDOM.

SHUKRACHARVA, THE W ISE ONE 
WAS FOR THE FIRST TIM E IN  A

DILEM M A.

■ *
AS SHUKR.ACHARWA THOUGHT OF A WAV OUT, THE REAL PURPOSE OF KACHA'S

VISIT DAWNED UPON H IM .

I NOW SEE WHY YOU 
CAME AND TRULY YOU 
HAVE SUCCEEDED. THERE 
IS ONLY ONE WAY BY 

WHICH BOTH OF US 
CAN SURVIVE TO  
ENSURE DEVAYANi'S 

HAPPINESS.
I WILL HAVE 

TO TEACH YOU 
THE CRAFT OF 

SANUIVANI.



AMD SO HACHA LEARNED TH E CR AFT FOR W HICH H E  HAD COM E TO THE 
HO USE O F SHUHRACHARVA IN  THE CITV OF THE ASURAS AND EMERGED FROM

SHUKRACHARVA’S  MANGLED BOON.



vo u  f o o l s ! k a c h a
NOW KNOWS MY SECRET 

CRAFT. YOU HELPED 
HIM LEARN IT .

BUT REST ASSURED. 
HE WILL CONTINUE 

TO LIVE WITH ME 
FOR THE FAULTLESS 

DEVAYANI LOVES
H IM . A



BUT KACHA W AS OA/LV H/AJT/A/G FOR THE FORMAL PERIOD OF HIS STUDIES

A T LAST THE DAU ARRIVED W HEA/ KACHA 
COULD LEAVE.

MV DAVS OF LIVING 
WITH MV GURU ARE 

OVER. I HAVE TO 
RETURN TO MY PEOPLE. 
MAY I TAKE MY LEAVE 
W ITH YOUR BLESSING?



»

• *>

'll

NEXT KACHA W EN T TO DEVAWAMf. SHE WAS FONDLING A DEER IN  HER

B U T DE\ZAWAN/’S SM ILES WERE SOON TO DISSOLl/E IN T O  TEARS.

DEVAYANI, I HAVE COME * 
TO TAKE MV LEAVE OF YOU 
MY PERIOD OF STUDIES IS 
OVER AND I MUST RETURN 
TO MV PEOPLE TO FULFIL 

MY DUTIES.



*

NOBLE KACHA! WHILE 
VOU WERE A STUDENT, 
I LOVED YOU, BUT 
COULD NOT SPEAK 
OUT. NOW THAT YOU 
ARE FREE TO MARRY 
WILL YOU NOT TAKE

DONY YOU REMEMBER 
THE HAPPY DAYS WE 
HAVE SHARED ? W HY DO 
YOU STAND ALOOF ?

HAVE I WRONGED 
YOU IN ANY WAY ?

KACHA HELP DEVA'-fAMt'S HANP TENPERLW

PEERLESS ONE ! I WAS 
REBORN IN YOUR 
FATHER^ STOMACH.
I AM THEREFORE YOUR
BROTHER . I (■------------
CAN’T  MARRY 
YOU. I MUST i /  "

RETURN.



»

I THEREFORE LAV A 
CURSE ON VOU. 

YOU WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO USE 
THE CRAFT OF 

SANUIVANI . i

i

i



»

DEAREST DEVAYANI, IT IS 
WRONG OF YOU TO CURSE 
ME. FOR THIS,NO RlSHl’S 
SON WILL EVER MARRY 
YOU. BUT I MAY STILL / 
NTEACH THE CRAFT OF 

SANJIVANI 
TO OTHERS.

i



CERTAINLY ! 
YOU MAY, MY 
CHILD} BUT BE 
CAREFUL.

W ITH  TH E PASSAGE OF TIM E , DEI/AVAAII COMPLETELY! FORGOT ABOUT
TH E EXISTENCE OF KACHA.

MAY I JOIN 
SHARMISHTHA 

A N D  THE OTHERS 
AT THE POOL ?

-4.



AND SH E LIVED  HAPP/LW IA /ITH  HER FATHER AND HER PLAYMATES 
IN  THE C/7V OF VRISHAPARVA, KING OF THE ASURAS.



Amar Chitra Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian mythology, 
history, folktale and legend, through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 400 titles have 

been published in the Amar Chitra Katha comic series that are approved by parents, appreciated
by children and accepted by schools.
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- yy M l  C T I  V
H S / r a w

501 Krishna
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Kacha and Devayani

The story of Kacha and Devayani appears in the first of the eighteen books that comprise the Mahabharata. 
The central theme of the Mahabharata is the 18-day war on the battlefield of Kurukshetra between the 
cousins, the Pandavas and the Kauravas, and their respective allies.

Devyani, the daughter of Shukracharya, guru to the asuras, was of the Yadava clan, ancestress of Krishna, 
the champion of the Pandavas. Kacha was the son of Brihaspati, preceptor to the devas.

The story of Kacha and Devayani centres round the battle for supremacy between the asuras and the devas.

This Amar Chitra Katha narrates the story of how Kacha enters the city of the asuras and learns the secret 
craft of sa n jiva n i (reviving the dead) from Shukracharya. It also recounts the triumph of his sense of duty 
over the pleas of the charming Devayani.
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