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A AN AN, THE KING OF MUPIRAMAL ft I,
9 HIS BROTHER, /LAN HUMAN AN, WERE 

:j CUSSING THE STATE -V IS IT  OF 
I  MAN, A NEIGHBOURING KING .

' ^ ’ OUR LIBRARIAN 
HflS SECURED A RARE 
MANUSCRIPT. I WANT 
TO NAVE A LOOK 

AT IT.

POETS I PARCHMENTSf 
PALM-LEAVES ! THAT IS 
THE MUSTY WORLP J  

-  OF MY BROTHER Jj, 
V _ , THE KING I r  \\

HOU DO IT 
ON MY BEHALF 
ANP BRING HIM 
TO THE LIBRARY.



H M ... VERY 
INTERESTING

'  ANP UNIQUE! 
THAT IS THE 
ONLY EXTANT 

COPY,
XM AHAR AJA.^

a m a r  c H it ra  k a th a

'  ...NOT EVEN,
THE GREAT VELIMAN» 

POESN’T IT MAKE 
YOU FEEL 

\  PROUD P

SUCH A CLASSIC SHOULP 
REACH ALL THOSE WHO 
LOVE POETRY. HAVE 
THIS WORK COPIED ANP 

V  PISTRIBUTEP. / /

NO ! I FEEL 
ASHAMEPt

BRAVO,
KUMANANt



COME, MV FRIENP. 
SHARE THE WEALTH 
OF THIS CLASSIC 

TREASURY OF 
'V  MANUSCRIPTS- ,

THERE’S NOTHING 
I LIKE BETTER 
THAN POETRY.

~7 NOW V 
( TAKE OUR 

TO THE Hi 
EXHIBITS, IL 

I WILL i

~7 NOW YOU MAY ^  
/TAKE OUR GUEST 

TO THE HALL OF 
EXHIBITS, ILANKUMANAN. 
( * . I WILL JOIN YOU .
u i L  p r e s e n t l y .

SOMETIME LATER.VELIMAN WILL GET 
THE IPEA THAT WE 
ARE IPLE'SCHOLARS 
HERE— AN EASY 

PREY TO ANY 
_  AGGRESSOR./! /

m





~ OH, WHAT HAVE 1 
I PONE ! BROTHER, 
FORGIVE ME. IT WAS 
AN ACCIPENT . I PIP 

NOT MEAN IT.

7 PLEASE ^
ACCEPT THIS. IT 
IS BUT A MEAGRE 

hv REWAPP. V

'  THIS IS A POEM 
IN PRAISE OF OUR 

MOTHERlANP.

ON THE FOLLOWING PAY) ON THE OCCASION OF 
SARA SWAT! PUdA, THE WORSHIP OF THE GOPPESS OF 
LEARNING, KUMANAN H E LP  A  CONFERENCE OF 
POETS .

KUMANAN

AS THE POET FINISHEP HIS SONG, 
THE KING PRESENTEP HIM WITH 
A BAG OF GOLP COINS.

r YOU ARE 
A GREAT 

PATRON OF 
POETS,

O KUMANAN!

EACH TO 
HIS OWN 

TASTE. BUT
i r T  (iff V I r w

w

NEVER MIND. 
IT IS ONLH 
M 7  IMAGE 
THAT YOU’VE 
v STR U CK.



a m o r  c h i t r a  k a th a

^  you WORRY ^
' NEEPLESSLY, 
KUMANAN. THERE 
15 NO GREATER 
JUPGE OF POETRy 
THAN yOU ! THE 

\R E W A R P  WAS /  
PROPER. /

I SAy IT 
WAS FAR 
TOO MUCH I

/  WAS THE REWARP 
ADEQUATE ? THE 
THOUGHT THAT THE 

POEM PESERVEP 
MUCH MORE 

. WORRIES ME. ^
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KUMANAN

BUT y o u r  
QUESTIONS PRICK 
THE BUBBLE OF MV 
PRIPE BECAUSE 
THEY ARE THE 
QUESTIONS OF 
A WISE KING.

NOT ONLY A WISE KING BUT 
ALSO A STRONG ONE. IF YOU 
STAV ON TILL AYUPHA PUJA* 

YOU WILL SEE THE 
IMPRESSIVE PISPLAY OF 

OUR ARMS ANP WEAPONS.

PARPON ME, 
MY YOUNG 

FRIENP.

*  WORSHIP OF WEAPONS



d in a r  c h i t r a  k a th a

A FEW PAYS LATER. KUMANAN H AP ANOTHER 
VISITOR, THE POET PERUNCH! T t /R A N A R .

THE POET WAS TREATEP LIKE  A KING . {  
A FTE R  A  B ATH  A N P  A  PELICIOUS M EAL 
THE POET LAV DOWN TO REST. H E  WAS 
FAST ASLEEP WHEN KUM ANAN CAME.

r  I SHOUU? 
APOLOGISE FOR 
NOT RECEIVING 
VOU WHEN VOL 

CAM E.

'  MAHARAJA! 
PARPON ME FOR 
BEING ASLEEP 
WHEN VOU 

V  CAME IN » y

THE KING SPENT MANY HAPPY 
PAYS IN  THE POET’S COMPANY



KUMANAN

HOW CAN ONE 
NOT BE HAPPV 
HERE? ANP 

^ V E T ...

WHAT IS  IT ?I MUST NOW 
RETURN HOME, 
I SEEK VOUR 

v LEAVE. .
f  DON'T TALK 
OF LEAVING 
SO SOON! 

AREN’T VOU 
HAPPV 

^  HERE?

'  SEND THREE FULLV 
LADEN CARTS TO THE ^  
POET’S HOUSE ! FOOP, '  
CLOTHES AND ORNAMENTS, 
EVERVTHING THEY *NEEPi 

V  SHOULD BE SENT I A

KU M fiN flN  SENT FOR 
H IS  M IN IS TE R .EVEN AS I FEAST ^  

HERE DAV AND NIGHT 
I AM RESTLESS 
BECAUSE MY FAMILY 

IS ALMOST ^  
" V  STARVING!

I AM NO LONGER. 
WORRIED, MAHARAJA 
BUT I AM SAD. y

T  THERE! VOU 
HAVE NO CAUSE 
FOR WORRY 

V  NOW. ^
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om ar chitra katha

HOW COULP I BE SO 
SELFISH ! FORGIVE ME 
GREAT ONE. VOU 
SHALL TAKE THE j 

v GIFTS HOME, /
> w V O U R S E L F .^ S I
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KUMANAN

ft COUPLE OF YE f t  P S  L f t  TER —

WELCOME, 
PERUNCHITTIRANARp 
I HAVE BEEN LONG
ING TO LISTEN TO 

MORE OF YOUR

THE POET ftN P  THE KING SPEN T MANY  
MOPE HftPPY PftYS TOGETHER.

THE MUSIC OF 
YOUR WORPS 

REFLECTS THE BEAUTY 
OF YOUR 

THOUGHTS!

Y AH, HOW 
REWARPING IS 
THE RESPONSE 
OF A PISCERNINGj 

LISTENERI

*  THE PREVALENT CURRENCY



am or chitra katha

|

YES, AN ELEPHANT 
IT SHALL BE J ANP 
GOLP, TOO, TO 

COMPLETE THE a 
V  GIFT.

f  TAKE THE KEYS OF 
THE TREASURE, ILANkUMANAN 

ANP COUNT OUT TEN 
< THOUSANP H

t v .  p o n s .

THUS PERUNCHITTIRANAR L E F T , R I CHET 
REWARDED. BUT KUMANAN WAS BESET BT  
THE SAME POUBTS ■ <.......................  ......

HOW POES ONE MEASURE 
THE VALUE OF POETRY ? 
WASN’T WHAT I GAVE 

TOO L IT T L E ?  J

POESN’T HE 
PESERVE 

MORE?

IT IS NOT WISE 
TO SOUANPER 
ALL OUR WEALTH 
ON POETS. IT 
WILL LEAP TO 

V  RUIN.

MORE e y o u  
SPEAK OF 
GIVING MORE?
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KUMANAN

ON THE CONTRARY, WHEN 
A COUNTRY’S CULTURE 16 
NOT NOURISHED, ITS 
LIFE-GIVING SPRINGS 

RUN PRV. AND THAT 
WILL LEAD TO 

RUIN \



arnar chitra katha

PEOPLE WERE UNHAPPY WHEN THEY HEARN THE NEWS OF 
THE PARTITION OF THE COUNTRY. p------------------------------------

THE KINGPOM IS 
TO BE P IV IPEP ' 
HOW SHOCKING'

INPEEP! ILANKUMANAN HAS 
PEMANPEP HIS SHARE, 
ANP KUMANAN HAS 

V  GIVEN I T '  y

f  HOW GENEROUS 
A KING ' NO ONE 

WHO GOES WITH A 
PETITION TO HIM 

k IS EVER TURNEP 
A WAT.

WHO WILL TAKE 
WHICH HALF, 

k I WONPER-

THE RICHER REGIONS 
WILL BE TAKEN BV 

ILANKUMANAN,
V TO BE SURE! .j r  NO, NOT 

EVEN IF HE 
ASKS FOR. 
HALF THE 

V KING POM.

'M AHARAJA, THE 
PEOPLE ARE 
AGITATEP OVER. 
THE PARTITION.

__m
S-SBillsj

diLiPi'.-'i
m m

-

$
* i

1 1

---
—



KUMANAN

ILANKUMANAN WILL 
MAKE HIS CHOICE

ULTIMATELY WHEN THE KING POM WAS PART/T/ON- 
E P , ILANKUMANAN RETAINED THE CAPITAL AND 
KUMANAN H AP TO MOVE OUT.

AFTER THE PARTITIO N, POETS | 
AND MUSICIANS FLOCKED TO 
KUMANAN A S  BEFORE.
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am ar chitra katha

MEANWHILE ILANXUMANAN SAVE ALL HIS ATTENTION TO 
HIS AHM V. [-

W E’LL GO
TO k u m  a  n a n !

WHAT SHALL 
WE PO NOW ?
0  WHAT A 
FATE IS OURSI

f  OUR 0 RDERS ARE 
TO TAKE AWAY THE 

POSSESSIONS OF 
. ALL DEFAULTERS.



KUMANAN
ANP SOON THERE WHS 
AN EXODUS TO 
KUMANAN'S TERRITORY.

MEANWHILE AT  
I LAN HUMAN AN'S PALACE

KUMANAN ^
NEVER PIP CARE 
FOR THE KING POM. 
IF HE PIP, WOULP 
HE HAVE AGREEP 
TO MV PROPOSAL?

A GOOP KING KNOWS 
THAT A KINGPOM 
PIVIPEP IS AS GOOP 
AS A KINGPOM LOST.
I WILL HAVE TO BRING 
HIS TERRITORY .
(JNPER MV RULE.

IF YOU PO THAT,
WE CAN EVEN THINK 

OF FURTHER 
V  CONQUESTS* /

THE ARMW WAS ALERTED AND EQUIPPED

17



am ar chitra katha

ILANKUMANAN SENT A MESSENGER TO THE 
COURT OF KUMANAN TO WARN HIM  OF THE 
COMINQ WAR-

HE IS MY 
BROTHER. IF HE 
WANTS THE 
ENTIRE KINGPOM, 
HE SHALL HAVE 

IT.

SO KUMANAN GAVE fWNAA EVEN HIS 
HALF OF THE KINGPOM, BECAUSE 
HE P IP  N O T W ISH TO FIGHT WITH { 
HIS BROTHER OVER WHAT HE 
CONSIPEREP A  TRIFLE.



KUMANAN

f  LISTEN TO M E. N 
IT IS NOT RIGHT FOR 
VOU TO LEAVE yOUR 

HOMES. GO BACK.. 
THE KINGPOM 

^ n e e p s  y o u . ^

WE WILL COME 
WITH VOU,
O KING .

ANO THE PEOPLE OBEYED  
W ITH HEAVY HEARTS ■

KUMANAN RETIRED TO A  H U M BLE DW ELLING  IN  THE

THE GENEROUS KUMANAN NOW LIVED  ON 
THE GENEROSITY OF H /S  SUBJECTS  /
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am ar chifra katha

THE CROPS FAILE PA N P  THERE WAS FAM INE.
ONLY A GOOP KING \ S f 

ON THE THRONE CAN f  
HAVE GO P’S GRACE. J A

'Y E S . WE 
MUST BRING 

KUMANAN 
\  BACK. /

THE GOPS ARE 
ANGRY WITH US

THE PEOPLE BEGAN TO PLOT AG AINST  
THE KING, AT FIR ST IN  S EC R ET...

ANP SOON IN  THE OPEN

f  ON NEW MOON 
NIGHT, THEN, BEHINP 
THE PALACE ORCHARP 
GATE. SPREAP T H E , 

V  WORP.
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KUMANAN

the t h r e a t e n e d  p l o t  w a s  e x p o s e d  b v
THE GUARD WHO SPOTTED THE 
CONSPIRATORS



am ar chitra katha

THE ANNOUNCEMENT ONLY M APE  
M ATTERS W ORSE, A N P  THE PEOPLE 
BECAME EVEN  MORE UNHAPPY.

A PELEG AT/ON M ET  
KUMANAN ANP EXPLAINED  
THE SITUATION IN  THE LANP.
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C IR C U L A T E S  : - ‘ •A n *
^ n i f t  i l a M .

THE WATERS OF THE RIPER PRY  
UP ON THE SURFACE 

&UT PERENNIAL SPRINGS RUN  
PEEP BELOW.

POOR THOUGH YOU BE, YOU ARE 
NOT SO HELPLESS J

THAT A RE WARP YOU CANNOT A I 
BESTOW  /  I

h o w  i w is h  yo u  HAP
COME EARLIER. WHEN 

I COULD HAVE SENT 
YOU BACK WITH 
yOUR. HANDS FULL 

\  OF GIFTS YOU SO
X .  RicHLy d e s e r v e ]

r -
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arr\ar chitra katha

IN MV STATE TOPAY 
ALL I CAN GIVE YOU 
IS MV ATTENTION 

ANP APP...

1 ...APPRECIATION ! 
THE ANSWER I HAVE 

BEEN SEEKING ALL 
< MV LIFE f

VES ? APPRECIATION 
ALONE CAN MEASURE 
THE WORK OF GENIUS! 
THE HEAP ALONE IS 
FIT TO MEASURE j  
WHAT THE HEAP J7

1 HAS PROPUCEP! /  ,

THE HEAP I HOW 
CURIOUS J MV HEAP 
CAN GIVE THIS POET 
APPRECIATION, ANP 
A MORE SUBSTANTIAL 

L  . REWARP, TOO.

you ARE RIGHT! EVEN 
IN THIS HELPLESS STATE,
| AM RICH ENOUGH TO 
•REW ARP YOU j TAKE < 

k. T H IS ’ SW ORP. / -

WHAT WILL I PO 
WITH A SW O RP? 
BESIPES I KNOW 

NOT WHAT IT  
COSTS. ^



KUMANAN

».AW BROTHER, ^  
' the KING, HAS ^ 
PLACEP A PRICE ON 
MV HEAP. BEHEAP 
ME, ANP TAKE YOUR 

V REWARP FROM A 
\  IlflKIKUMANAN ^

NAY, NAY ! SOME RUFFIAN 
SOME PAY WILL WANT TO 
CLAIM THE REWARP. WHY 

NOT A PESERVING POET 
k .  LIKE YOU ? ^

WELL, GO 
ON. PON’ 
WAVER.

f  HEAVEN 
FORBIP! HOW 
VO YOU EXPECT 
ME TO COMMIT 
SUCH A HEINOUS 

CRIME,O K IN G ?

V  A HUNPREP THOUSANP ^  
PONS I THOUGHT WAS 

TOO MUCH FOR THIS  HEAP. 
BUT IF IT IS TO REWARP - 
YOUR WORK, MY HEAP 

SHOULP HAVE BEEN 
 ̂ VALUEP AT MANY W f/f IV TIMES THE FIGURE? T i

‘I25



o m a r  c h i t r a  k a th a



KUMANAN

T  VOU WILL 
PIE IN THE PUBLIC 
SQUARE AT SUN
RISE TOMORROW, 

YOU MURPERER.

Y  MAHARAJA, T 
IF YOU THINK 

THAT I, A POET. 
CAN SNUFF 
OUT L IF E .. .  y

...VOU CAN AS 
WELL PRESUME 
THAT I CAN 

^REKINDLE IT.

IS IT POSSIBLE P 
IF SO I WILL GIVE 
you  POUBLE 

THE REWARP.



28



- 
r

KUMANAN

\HRNKUMANAN W/TH HIS RETINUE THEN 
\PROCEEPEP TO THE FOREST TO M E E T  
iKUMANAN ■ \-------;------------ -— — F------

I HAVE COME 
FOR HOUR HEAP; 
AS I PROMISED.

NOT ONLY FOR 
YOUR HEAP BUT 
THE REST OF 

s. YOU TO O l

PEAR 
BROTHER, 
CAN YOU 
FORGIVE 

THIS
k. SINNER?.

I IANKUMANANl
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am ar chitra katha

so c


