 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Benefits the Mayavadi Sanyassis.

from Sri Caitanya Caritamrta Adi Lila Chapter Seven. 

Adapted by Radha Damodar dasa
 (Soft pleasant music and lights for long intro.) 

Narrator:The characteristics of Krsna are understood to be a storehouse of transcendental love. Although that storehouse of love certainly came with Krsna when He was present, it was sealed. But, when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came with His other associates in the Panca Tattva, they broke the seal and plundered the storehouse to taste transcendental love of Krsna. 

   The more they tasted it, the more their taste for it grew. Sri Panca Tattva themselves danced again and again and thus made it easier to drink nectarean love of Godhead. They danced, cried, laughed and chanted like madmen and in this way distributed love of Godhead. 

   In distributing love of Godhead, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates did not consider who was a fit candidate and who was not nor where such distribution should or should not take place. They made no conditions. Wherever they got the opportunity the members of the Panca Tattva distributed love of Godhead. The flood of love of Godhead swelled in all directions and thus young men, old men, women and children were all immersed in that inundation. The impersonalists, fruitive workers, false logicians, blasphemers, non-devotees and lowest among the student community are very expert in avoiding the Krsna Consciousness movement and therefore the inundation of Krsna Consciousness cannot touch them. 

   Seeing that the Mayavadis and others were fleeing, Nimai Pandit thought: “I wanted everyone to be immersed in this inundation of love of Godhead but some of them have escaped.” Thus, the Lord accepted the sanyassa order of life after full consideration. 

   After taking sanyassa, Sri Caitanya stayed for two months at the home of Candrasekhara in Varanasi, a city known for it's scholarly discussions by mayavadi sanyassis. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu met Sanatan Goswami in Varanasi and instructed Sanatana Goswami in Devotion for two months. But, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu never associated with the mayavadi sanyassis. One day a householder came to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and begged Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to take lunch at his home. 

Brahmana: My dear Lord, I have invited all the sanyassis of Benares to my home. My desires will be fulfilled if You also accept my invitation I know that You never mix with other sannyasis, but please be merciful unto me and accept my invitation.

Narrator:  Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu smiled and accepted the householder’s invitation. He made this gesture to show His mercy to the Mayavadi sannyasis.The next day, when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu went to the house of that brahmana, He saw all the sanyassis of Benares sitting there. He immediately offered obeisances and then He went to wash His feet. After washing His feet, He sat down by the place where He had done so. Then He exhibited His mystic power by manifesting an effulgence as brilliant as the illumination of millions of suns. When the sannyasis saw the brilliant illumination of the body of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, their minds were attracted, and they immediately gave up their sitting places and stood in respect. The leader of the sannyasis, Prakasananda Saraswati, addressed Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu with great respect: 

Prakasananda: Please come here, please come here, Your Holiness. Why do You sit in that unclean place? What has caused Your lamentation? 

Caitanya: I belong to a lower order of sannyasis. Therefore, I do not deserve to sit with you. 

Prakasananda:(bringing Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in their midst by the hand) I understand that Your name is Sri Krsna Caitanya. You are a disciple of Sri Kesava Bharati and therefore you are glorious. You belong to our Sankara sampradaya and live in our village. Why then do You not associate with us? Why is it that You avoid even seeing us? Meditation and study of the Vedanta are the sole duties of a sanyassi. Why do You abandon these to dance with fanatics?

Caitanya: Dear sir, kindly hear the reason. My spiritual master considered me a fool and therefore he chastised me, saying, "You are a fool. You are not qualified to study Vedanta philosophy and therefore You must always chant the holy name of Krsna. This is the essence of all mantras or Vedic hymns. Simply by chanting the holy name of Krsna one can obtain freedom from material existence. Indeed, simply by chanting the Hare Krsna Mantra one will be able to see the lotus feet of the Lord. 

    In this age of Kali, there is no other religious principle than the chanting of the Holy Name, which is the essence of all Vedic hymns. This is the purport of all scriptures." 

    After describing the potency of the Hare Krsna Mantra, My spiritual master taught Me another verse, advising Me to always keep the name within My throat. "In this age of Kali there is no alternative, there is no alternative, there is no alternative for spiritual progress than the holy name, the holy name, the holy name of the Lord." 

    Since I received this order from My spiritual master, I always chant the Holy Name, but I think that by chanting and chanting the Holy Name I have been bewildered. While chanting the holy name of the Lord in pure ecstasy, I lose myself, and thus I laugh, cry, dance and sing just like a madman.

  Collecting My patience, therefore, I began to consider that chanting the Hare Krsna mantra had covered all My spiritual knowledge. I saw that I had become mad by chanting the holy name and I immediately submitted this at lotus feet of My spiritual master. "My dear lord, what kind of mantra have you given Me? I have become mad simply by chanting this maha mantra!" 

   My spiritual master said, "When one actually develops love of Godhead, he naturally sometimes cries, sometimes laughs, sometimes chants and sometimes runs here and there just like a madman. Perspiration, trembling, standing of one’s bodily hairs, tears, faltering, fading, madness, melancholy, patience, pride, joy and humility - these are various natural symptoms of ecstatic love of Godhead, which causes a devotee to dance and float in an ocean of transcendental bliss while chanting the Hare Krsna mantra. Continue dancing, chanting and performing Sankirtan in the association of devotees. Furthermore, go out and preach the value of chanting Krsna Nama for by this process You will be able to deliver all fallen souls." 

    Saying this, my spiritual master taught Me one verse from Srimad Bhagavatam. It is the essence of all the Bhagavatam’s instructions: "When a person is actually advanced and takes pleasure in chanting the holy name of the Lord, Who is very dear to him, he is agitated and loudly chants the holy name. He also laughs, cries, becomes agitated and chants just like a madman, not caring for outsiders." 

   I firmly believe in the words of My spiritual master and therefore I always chant the holy name of the Lord, alone and in the association of devotees. Compared to the ocean of transcendental bliss that is tasted by chanting the Hare Krsna mantra, the pleasure derived from impersonal Brahman realization, Brahmananda, is like the shallow water in a canal. 

   My dear Lord, O Master of the universe, since I have directly seen You, my spiritual bliss has taken the shape of a great ocean. Being situated in that ocean, I now realize all other so-called happiness to be like the water contained in the hoof print of a calf.

Prakasananda: Dear sir, there is no objection to Your being a great devotee of Lord Krsna. But, why do You avoid discussion on the Vedanta Sutra? What is the fault in it?
Caitanya:  My dear sirs, if you don't mind, I can say something to you regarding Vedic philosophy. Sripada Sankaracharya, under the order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, has described all the Vedic literatures in terms of indirect meanings. One who hears such instruction is ruined.

  Everything about the Lord is spiritual, including His body, opulence and paraphernalia. One who considers the transcendental body of Lord Vishnu to be made of material nature is the greatest offender at he lotus feet of the Lord. When we speak of the Supreme as impersonal, we deny His spiritual potencies. Logically, if you accept half of the truth, you cannot understand the whole. It is only by devotional service, beginning with hearing, that one can approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Prakasananda: Dear Sir, You are Vedic knowledge personified and are directly Narayana Himself. Kindly excuse us for the offenses we previously committed by criticizing You.

Narrator: Thus Lord Caitanya excused all the offenses of the Mayavadi

sanyassis and very mercifully blessed them with Krsna-nama. Many Mayavadi sanyassis came to see the Lord after this incident and the entire city praised Him and chanted the Hare Krsna mantra. Wherever the Lord went, hundreds and thousands of people assembled to hear from Him. Whenever the crows were too great, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu would stand up, raise His hands and get everyone to say “HARI! HARI!” To which all the people responded, filling both the land and the sky with the vibration. 

   After thus delivering the people in general, the Lord desired to leave Varanasi. He dispatched His two generals – Rupa Goswami and Sanatana Goswami to Vrndavana to preach the bhakti cult. Nityananda Prabhu was sent to Bengal to preach and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu personally traveled throughout South India, broadcasting the holy name of Lord Krsna in every village and town. In this way, He delivered everyone.(kirtan or bhajana) 

         The End
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