                       Sri Caitanya's Sanyassa PastimesPRIVATE 

SCENE ONE 
Narrator: Nimai Pandit performed many wonderful pastimes in the

 home of Advaita Acarya. Once, after Nimai Pandit had finished

 His dancing, a woman, the wife of a Brahmana, rushed into the

 room and caught hold of His Lotus Feet.  

Nimai Pandit: Hari Bol! Hari Bol! Such a nice kirtan. Let us now 

take Prasadam. 

All: Jai! Jai Gaura Sundara!! Hari Bol! 

Woman: O Nimai Pandit, You are so magnanimous, I must take the

 dust of Your Lotus Feet. Your fame is spread all over the three

 worlds. Jai Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu! (she touches Nimai Pandit's

 Lotus Feet and leaves.) 

Nimai Pandit:
Now, I must bathe in the River Ganges to 

counteract the sinful reactions that this woman has transferred

to me. 

1st Devotee: The lord seems so upset, who knows what He may do. 

2nd Devotee: We must go with the Lord and bathe. If we always

chant the name of Krsna, it will calm Him. 

1st Devotee: Yes, let's go. 

Nimai Pandit:
Haribol!! (kirtan as they leave.)
SCENE TWO 
1st Devotee: Now You are all wet, let us go to get Your dry

 clothes and some nice prasadam. 

2nd Devotee: Yes, You should stay with us and let us take care of

 all Your needs. 

Nimai Pandit: Alright, let us go together, to your ashram. 

Narrator: That night, the Lord stayed at the home of Vijaya

 Acharya and in the morning, the Lord took all His devotees and 

returned home. One day, the Lord, in the ecstasy of the gopis,

 was chanting "gopi, gopi!!"

Nimai Pandit: Gopi! Gopi! 

Student: 
Why are You chanting this "Gopi Gopi" Mantra instead of

 the Holy Name of the Lord which is so glorious? What pious

 result will You achieve by such chanting? 

Nimai Pandit: 
O Krsna! You rascal, You have stolen My heart and

 will not give it back! And now, this foolish Brahmana is telling 

me to glorify You! 

(Nimai Pandit picks up a stick and chases the Student offstage.) 

Nityananda: Why are you chasing the Brahmana students like this?

 You should show them Your mercy. They are simply young boys!

 Please calm Yourself and come home. 

Nimai Pandit: 
Alright, I will come with you. 

SCENE THREE 

1st Student: Did you hear what Nimai Pandit did today? 

2nd Student: What did He do? 

1st Student: Well, I was walking past the house of Nimai Pandit

and heard Him chanting Gopi! Gopi!  instead of the names of 

Krsna! When I questioned him about this, He became angry and He

 began to rebuke Lord Krsna in very severe tones and then ... 

2nd Student: What did He do then? 

1st Student: He jumped up and chased me! Me, a Brahmana ! With a

 stick! He could have created a serious offense but, just then,

 His associate caught hold of Him and, calming Him, took Him

 somewhere else. 




(Students become angry.) 

2nd Student: Nimai Pandit has alone spoiled the entire country. 

3rd Student: He wants to strike a caste Brahmana! 

4th Student: He has no fear of religious principles! 

2ND Student: If He again attempts such an atrocious act then we

 should retaliate and strike Him in turn! 

5th Student: Who is He, an important person, that He dares to

 check us in this way? 

4th Student: The others will want to hear of this; let's go and

 find them! (all leave) 

SCENE FOUR 

Narrator: Nimai Pandit could understand the degradation of these

 students because He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He

 wanted to rescue these poor caste Brahmanas from the snares of

 Impersonalism and so meditated on ways to increase their 

 receptivity to Him. 
Nimai Pandit: All the so-called professors and scientists and

 their students generally follow the regulative principles of

 religion, fruitive activities  and austerities, yet, at the

 same time, they are blasphemers and rogues. If I do not induce

 them to take to devotional service, because of committing the

 offense of blasphemy, none of these people will be able to take

 to it. I have come to deliver all the fallen souls, but now just

 the opposite has happened. How can these rogues be delivered?

 How may they be benefited? If these rogues offer me obeisances,

 the reactions of their sinful activities will be nullified.

    Then, if I induce them, they will take to devotional service.

 I must certainly deliver all these fallen souls who blaspheme Me

 and do not offer Me obeisances. I must accept the renounced

 order of life, sanyassa for thus people will offer Me their

 obeisances. This will relieve them of all the reactions to their

 offenses. Then, by My grace, devotional service, bhakti, will

 awaken in their pure hearts. 

Narrator: One day, a renowned scholar, Kesava Bharati Maharaj,

 visited the town of Navadvip. He was a sanyassi in a Mayavadi

 order. 

Nimai Pandit: Somehow or other, I must engage the Brahmana 

students in My service. Because they do not respect householders

 and Vaisnavas, they do not hear My teachings. Generally, the

 Vaisnavas do not take sanyassa but if I were to take Sanyassa

 then they would automatically bow down to Me due to their family

 upbringing.  

(Music. Nimai Pandit approaches Kesava Bharati Maharaj and offers obeisances.)

Nimai Pandit: O Kesava Bharati Maharaj, how good it is to see

 you! You must be so hungry after your travels. Please come this

 very day to my home and eat prasad. 

Maharaj: I will most certainly be honored to accept Your kind

 invitation because, as You say, I am very hungry. Thank you for

 this mercy! (music) 

SCENE FIVE 

Nimai Pandit: I must prepare some very nice foodstuffs for Lord

 Krsna and offer the remnants to Kesava Bharati  Maharaj.

 Perhaps, I will be able to accept the renounced order from him.

 I will ask him when he arrives. I must submit My request in the

 proper way. 

(There is a knock at the door. Nimai Pandit runs to admit Kesava Bharati Maharaj.) 

Nimai Pandit: My dear Kesava Bharati Maharaj, you have come!

 Please, take a seat and honor this humble prasadam. I have

 cooked plenty, so please eat to your heart's content. 

Maharaj: Thank you very much. It certainly looks very wonderful!

 (He eats.) 

Nimai Pandit: Sir, you are directly Narayana, therefore, please

be merciful to Me. Deliver Me from this material world. 

Maharaj: You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the

 Supersoul. I must do whatever You cause me to do; I am not

 independent of You. 

Nimai Pandit: Please honor Me and grant My request. I wish to

 enter the renounced order of life. 
Maharaj: 
This I will gladly do, but You must come to my village,

 Katwa, and there I will make all arrangements for this great

 occasion. Now, You must sit down and honor prasadam with me!

 (They eat.) 

SCENE SIX 
Narrator: After accepting the Eka-danda  Sanyassa order in the

 Sankarite sect from Kesava Bharati Maharaj and being given the

 name Sri Krsna Caitanya, Sri Caitanya traveled to Vrndavan to

 engage Himself wholly in the service of Krsna, Who is known as 

Mukunda, the giver of liberation, in a solitary place. As Sri

 Caitanya was enroute to Vrndavan, all the ecstatic symptoms of

Krsna Consciousness became manifest in Him and He did not know in 

which direction He was going, nor did He know whether it was day 

or night. 

    On the way, Lord Nityananda decided to play some

 transcendental tricks on Sri Caitanya. One of these pastimes was

 as follows:

     When Sri Caitanya arrived at the place known as Kamalapura

 He took His bath in the Bharginadi River  and left His Danda or

 Sanyassa Staff, with Sri Nityananda.  

Caitanya: Nitai Prabhu, I will take my bath here in this

 beautiful river and then I will visit the place known as

 Kapotesware, a temple of Lord Siva. Please keep my danda very

 safe while I am gone. 
Nityananda: My Lord, I am Your servant, whatever You request, I

 shall do. (Sri Caitanya leaves.)  Hmmm ... What is the reason

 for Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to carry this Danda wherever He

 goes? He is not a sanyassi, He is more than Paramahamsa! He is

 the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself!! I will break this

 danda and cast the pieces into the river. Then, He will never

 have to carry it again! 

Narrator: After dancing and chanting and exhibiting many

 Wondrous symptoms of ecstasy at Kapotesware, Sri Caitanya

 returned and requested Nityananda Prabhu to give back His danda. 

Caitanya:
Please return my staff, dear Nityananda. 
Nityananda: It has been broken in three parts. When You fell down

 in ecstasy, I caught You, but both of us fell down together upon

 the staff, causing it to break under our weight. Where the 

pieces have gone I cannot say. It is certainly because of my

offenses that Your staff has broken. Now, You may punish Me as

You see fit. 

Caitanya: You have all benefitted Me by bringing Me to Nilachala.

 However, my only possession was that one staff, and You have not

 kept it. So, all of you should go before Me or behind Me to see

 Lord Jagannatha. I shall not go with You. (Sri Caitanya walks

 away chanting Hare Krsna. Nityananda Prabhu goes off in the

 other direction.) 

Narrator: After this incident, the Lord continued alone towards

 Jagannatha Puri, always chanting the Holy Names of Krsna and

 exhibiting all the symptoms of ecstasy. Once, the Lord mistook

 the Ganges River for the Yamuna River. 

SCENE SEVEN  The Banks of the Ganges River 

(Two or more Boys come out, playing catch.) 
Nityananda: Boys, there is a Friend of Ours near here we'd like

 to play a little joke on Him. If He asks you the way to

 Vrndavana, please show Him the path on the bank of the Ganges

 instead. Okay? 

(The Boys laughingly agree. Nitai exits. The boys resume playing. Sri Caitanya enters, chanting the Hare Krsna Mantra.) 
Caitanya: (calling to boys) Hari! Hari! 

Boys: Hari! Hari! 
Caitanya: Krsna! Rama ! Hare! 

Boys: Hare Krsna! Hare Rama! 
Caitanya: Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare



Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare
Boys: (They sing along. They have kirtan for several minutes.)

 Hey, that was fun! Yeah! 
Caitanya: Go on chanting like that. You are all very fortunate!

Boys: Sure, no kidding! We'll sing it all the time! 
Caitanya: You see, material existence is almost impossible to

 croos over , just like a dangerous ocean, but if you simply 

always chant Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare

Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare, you can cross that dark and

frightening ocean as if it were the water in the hoof print of 

one of your little calves. 

1st Boy: Who are You? 

2nd Boy: Where are You going? 

Caitanya: My name is Caitanya and I've just renounced the deep

 dark well of household existence to hear, chant, remember,

 worship, pray, serve, love and surrender everything to the

 Supreme loving couple, Sri Sri Radha Krsna. I am going to 

Vrndavana, the divine lotus home of the Lord. Do you know which 

path I take? 

Boys: (giggling) That way! 
Caitanya: (leaving quickly) Hari! Hari Bol!! 

(The Boys laugh and resume playing. When Sri Caitanya is out of sight, Nityananda Prabhu enters) 

Nityananda: That was wonderful! You did fine! Now, could I ask

 another favor of you? 

1st Boy: Certainly, Prabhu. Anything! 

2nd Boy: How may we serve You?

Nityananda: Then, one of you please go immediately to the ashram

 of Sri Advaita Acarya in the  nearby village of Santipura. Tell

 him to go to the bank of the Ganges and stay there on shore with

 a boat. I shall bring Sri Caitanya there. After that, run as

 fast as you can to Navadvipa and bring Mother Saci and all 

Vaisnava devotees. We're going to have an ecstatic kirtan and 

festival and everyone is invited!! 

1st Boy: I'll go! 

2nd Boy: No, I'll go! 

(Both Boys or all the Boys run off. Sri Caitanya returns.) 

Nityananda: Jai, Mahaprabhu! Please accept my obeisances! 
Caitanya: Nityananda prabhu! What great fortune to see You! But,

 what are You doing here? Where are You going? 

Nityananda: Actually, My Lord, Your recent renunciation has inspired Me and I've decided to go with You to Vrndavana.  

Caitanya: What good news this is! And how far is it to

 Vrindavana? 
Nityananda: Just see, here is the River Yamuna! 

Caitanya: Oh, this is the most auspicious day of My life! Now, I

 have seen the sacred Yamuna! (offers obeisances) I will pray to

 Mother Yamuna and enter into her waters. (prays) O River Yamuna,

 you are the blissful spiritual water that gives love to the Son 

 of Nanda Maharaj. You are the same as the water of the Spiritual

 World for you can vanquish  all of our offenses. O daughter of

 the Sun God, kindly purify Us. (Sri Caitanya bathes and Sri 

 Advaita Acharya arrives with dry clothes for Sri Caitanya.) 

Caitanya: Sri Advaita Prabhu! My cup overflows with blessings! 

But, how have You come here, all the way to Vrndavana? How did 

You know that I was here? How did You find Me?? 

Advaita: Lord Gaura Sundar, wherever You are, that is Vrndavana.

 You are the Lord of Vrndavana and all the worlds.

 Everything belongs to You!! 
Caitanya: Everything belongs to Krsna! Isavasya idam sarvam, Yat

 kinca jagat am jagat. But, please answer Me! How have You come

 to the bank of the Yamuna?? 

Advaita: Yamuna?! My Lord, You know everything - past, present

 and future - but this is the bank of the Ganges. 

Caitanya: Then this rascal Nityananda has cheated Me! (to Nitai)

 You have brought Me to the bank of the Ganges and told me that

 it was the Yamuna! 

Advaita: Whatever Nityananda Prabhu has told you is not false.

 You have indeed just now taken bath in the River Yamuna for at

 this spot both the Ganges and Yamuna flow together. And now,

 since You have finished Your bath in the River Yamuna, You

 should put on these dry garments. I know that You have been

 fasting for three days, so I beg You to accept My invitation.

 Please come to My home where I have prepared a very simple meal

 just suitable for a new Swami. Come, let us go there now! 

SCENE EIGHT  At the Home of Advaita Acarya

Advaita: 
Now, please come in, sit here as my guest of honor.

 Excuse Me for one moment while I make the offering to Lord

 Vishnu. 

(Advaita Acarya sings and rings a small bell while offering incense and a flower to His Deities. Then there is music while he transfers the plates and sets the prasadam on a short-legged table as Sri Caitanya and Sri Nityananda watch.) 

Caitanya: This is incredible! I will personally take on My head,

 birth after birth, the lotus feet of anyone who is able to offer

 to Lord Vishnu such nice preparations as these! 

Advaita: Please sit down right here to honor the Lord's remnants.

 Just sit down here on these seats.

(Advaita Acharya lays two mats on the floor. Sri Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu sit down.)  

Caitanya: Actually, it is not proper for a sanyassi to eat such a

 variety of foodstuff. If he does, how can he control his senses? 

Advaita: With all due respect, My Lord, We know Who You are and

 why You took sanyassa. Please honor this prasadam. 
Caitanya: Well, I certainly cannot eat so much. 

Advaita: Simply accept the prasada. What You cannot eat, simply

 leave on Your plate. 
Caitanya: It is not the duty of a sanyassi to leave remnants. 

Advaita: What three people can eat is nothing for You. In Your

 Universal Form, You are devouring the three worlds. It is My 

 great fortune that You have blessed My home by coming here.

 Please, just begin eating and do not talk anymore. 

(Advaita Acharya pours water for His Guests as They wash 

Their hands. There is music or a bhajana as Sri Caitanya

and Nityananda Prabhu eat with great enthusiasm. Advaita Acarya looks on.) 

Nityananda:(jokingly) I have been fasting for three days and I

 had certainly hoped to break my fast today. But, I can see that

 our good Acharya intends for Me to continue My fast. Such a

 small quantity of foodstuff as this will not even half fill my

 belly. 
Advaita: Sir, You are simply a beggar travelling on pilgrimages.

 Sometimes You eat fruits and roots or fast for days. I am a poor

 Brahmana; please just be satisfied with whatever You get and

 give up this greedy mentality. 
Nityananda: Whatever I may be, you have invited me -so You must

 give Me as much as I want. 
Advaita: You are a reject Paramahamsa and have accepted the

guise of renunciation just to fill up Your belly. I can see that

 You like to give trouble to poverty-stricken Brahmans. How shall

 I get so much rice? Please eat what is there and then go away.

It is madness to throw food around like this. 




(Advaita Acharya serves more prasada.) 

Caitanya: How much more can I go on eating? 
Advaita: Just try to eat at least half of what is there now.

Nityananda: My belly is not yet half full! Please take away Your

 grudgingly given food. I have not taken the least of it!! 

(Nityananda Prabhu, feigning anger, scatters rice in all directions.) 

Advaita: (Dancing blissfully when Nityananda Prabhus remnants

 touch Him) My dear Lord Nityananda, I have invited You and

 indeed I have received the results!! You are a madman; and to

 make Me a madman, too, You have showered the remnants of

Your plate on Me. 
Nityananda: These are the remnants of food left by Lord Krsna. If

 You think they are ordinary, then you have committed a great

 offense. And only by inviting at least one hundred sanyassis to

 Your home and feeding them sumptuously, can You nullify the

 offense. 
Advaita: 
I shall never again invite another sanyassi for a

 sanyassi has spoiled all my Brahminical regulations, (To Sri

 Caitanya) Please accept just one more serving! 
Caitanya: No more, please! I beg of You! 
Advaita: 
Then please come wash Your hands and lie down to take

 rest for a while. 

SCENE NINE  Kirtan at the Home of Advaita Acarya 

(Advaita Acharya and several devotees are having a lively kirtan when Sri Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu enter. All offer obeisances.) 

Advaita: My dear friends, what shall I say? Today has been a day

of the highest transcendental pleasure. After many days of 

waiting and praying, Lord Krsna has come to bless My humble home. 
Devotees: Hari Bol! 

(They start the kirtan again. Sri Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu dance. Advaita Acarya tries to touch Sri Caitanyas Lotus Feet.) 

Advaita: For many days, You escaped Me, but now that I have You,

I will keep You bound up by the ropes of My love! 

(Sri Caitanya swoons and almost falls in kirtan. Nityananda Prabhu supports Sri Caitanya so that He won't fall again. Then, Sri Caitanya's mother, Sacimata, enters.) 

Caitanya: Mother!! 

(Sri Caitanya falls at her feet. She helps Sri Caitanya up and embraces Him, crying.) 

Sacimata:
My darling Nimai, do not be cruel like Your elder

 brother, Visvarupa. After accepting the renounced order, He left

 us ... and we haven't seen or heard from Him since! We don’t

 know if He's living or dead! Please don’t do that. If You do, it

 will certainly be the death of me!! 
Caitanya: My dear Mother, please listen to Me. This body comes

 from you, it was raised by you and it belongs to you. I cannot

 repay My debt to you in millions of years. I have accepted the

 renounced order, true, but I shall never be indifferent to you. 

 I will do whatever you like. But, make some arrangement so that

 I may not leave you and, at the same time, people may not blame

 Me for remaining with relatives after taking sanyassa. 

Sacimata:
It will be the greatest happiness for me if my beloved

 Nimai stays here. But, at the same time, if people blame Him and

 criticize Him, it will make me unhappy.I have taken all this

 into consideration and this is my opinion: if Nimai remains

 fairly close by - in nearby Orissa at Jagannatha Puri, I think

 everyone will be satisfied. People are always coming and going 

between here and there and, in this way, I will be able to get

 news of You every now and again. Really, I do not care about my

 own happiness, but only for Your happiness. 

All: All Glories to Mother Saci! Sacimata ki jaya! 

Caitanya: If this is your desire, then I ask your permission to

 spend My days in Jagannath Puri. I assure you all that I will

 return again and again. Lastly, You had blamed Your unhappiness

 on Advaita Acharya thinking that he had persuade Me to take

 sanyassa and in this way you created an offense to Advaita

 Acharya. It was solely my idea to take sanyassa in order to gain 

 the respect of the mayavadi sanyassis. You may mitigate this

 offense by bowing down and taking the dust of Sri Advaita's

 lotus feet upon your head. (She does this.) 

All: Sri Advaita ki jaya! Mother Saci Ki jaya! Sri Caitanya ki

 jaya!! 
Caitanya:
You are all My intimate friends. Now I am begging one

 last favor of You. Please return home and always chant the Holy

 Name in the association of devotees, worship Sri Krsna, chant

 His Holy Name and discuss His inconceivable Pastimes among

 yourselves. Thank you. 
All: Jaya! Hari Bol! Jaya Sri Caitanya! Jai Nimai Nitai! Nitai

 Gauranga! Jai! 

(Kirtan starts again, Sri Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu dance.)








