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Having procured the lotus flow ers from  Kubera’s garden,Bheema returned to 
the ashram  and handed over the flowers to D raupadi who further presented 
them to  Yudhishthir. A few days passed peacefully but a ll the four brothers and 
Draupadi were eagerly w aiting  fo r A rjuna ’s return.

As the four brothers and Draupadi were sitting before their ashram,a divine 
chariot drawn by a hundred divine horses came flying and landed near the ashram. 
Draupadi and the four Pandavas were over-joyed to see Arjuna getting down from 
the chariot. He was profusely adorned with ornaments and garlands. Coming to his 
brothers, Arjuna paid his respects to Yudhishthir and Bheema touching their feet and 
then embraced Nakul and Sahdev out of untold affection.

Arjuna handed over all the ornaments to Draupadi and showed all the divine 
weapons to his brothers. Yudhishthir was very eager to see how each divine 
weapon was to be used. So, he said to Arjun, “ Brother D e a r! I have a keen desire 
to see each divine weapon in use.'

“ I show you just now, b ro ther.” Arjuna got upto demonstrate the weapons 
Just at tha t time,Saint N arada  appeared on the scene. Forbidding Arjuna with 

a raised hand to stop, the saint said, "A rjuna ! to use these weapons w ithout any 
reason is a great sin. They are to be used only when they are needed most.”
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One day it so happened tha t D hritrashtra was ho ld ing his court and a ll his 
nobles and ministers were present there. Just then,an old Brahman happened to 
come there.The king greeted h im ando ffe red  him an honourable seat.During the 
conversation, the Brahman disclosed tha t he had seen the Pandavas in a forest. 
He re la ted in deta il the hard life tha t they were leading there.

Hearing abou tthe  woeful condition  o f the Pandavas, Dhritrashtra fe lt so 
sorry fo r them. Tears welled up in his eys and he was very dolefu l.

Shakuni was also present in the court and he had heard everything tha t the old 
Brahman had to ld  the king. Feeling overjoyed to know o f the hardships that the 
Pandavas were suffering, he a t once ran to  inform  Duryodhana and Kama o f it. 
They also fe lt de lighted to  hear about the m isfortune o f the ir rivals.

Kama suggested to Duryodhana, “ O  Prince ! it w ould be g reat fun to visit the 
Pandavas and see them passing the ir days in advers ity .”  Duryodhana saw eye to 
eye w ith  him and went to  his fa the r to  ask fo r  his permission to  visit the Pandavas.

Dhritrashtra granted the permission m isunderstanding his son’s evil design to  be 
a gesture o f goodw ill and sympathy tow ards his nephews.
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Accom panied by Kama, Shakuni and a fa ir ly  strong regim ent o f soldiers, 
Duryodhana along w ith his wives made fo r the forest where the Pandavas were 
staying. Locating the hut o f the Pandavas, Duryodhana got his tents pitched at a 
short distance from  the hut in an even trac t o f land. For a number o f days, he kept 
enjoying hunting-trips along w ith Kama and his maternal uncle.

Then one day, Duryodhana thought o f going fo r a bath in a nearby lake in the 
company of his wives. So, he sent his servants to c lear the land by the bank o f the 
lake.
By chance, Chitrasen, chief o f Gandharvas, had also come fo r a bath along 

w ith his retinue that included several heavenly mymphs.
As soon as Duryodhans’s men reached the lake, they were fo rc ib ly  driven 

back by the Gandharvas.
Duryodhans’s men, having been scared away by the Gandharvas, came 

running to him and to ld  him everything that had happened at the lake. Hearing 
them, Duryodhana flew  into a v io lent rage and taking Kama and Shakuni w ith 
him set o u tto  deal w ith the Gandharvas.

Chitrasen, seeing the situation highly explosive, came out to face the proud 
Kaurava in a befitting  manner. 4



soon as Chitrasen came face to face w ith  the Kaurva army, he began to 
shower volleys o f arrows on them. As a resul^the Kaurva regiment lost ground 
and the soldiers rushed pell-mell fo r the ir lives. Seeing this, the Gandharava chief 
used the Sam m ohanastra  (A lluring W eapon), which made the soldiers stand still 
where they were.

N ow  Chitrasen turned to Karna and fought so v io lently against him that 
K am a’s chario t came to be broken. So, feeling disheartened, Karna mounted 
another chario t and fled the ba ttle -fie ld . It was indeed quite unbecoming o f a 
w a rrio r and Duryodhana did not like K am a’s action a t all.

Before long, the G andharava chief overtook Duryodhana and entangled him 
in a trap . N o t only this, he imprisoned his wives as well. As the Kaurva soldiers 
were standing still a t the ir places because o f the spell o f the a lluring weapon, 
Chitrasen found no d ifficu lty  in carrying Duryodhana and his wives to his place.

Feeling ashamed o f his defeat and K am a’s betrayal, Duryodhana was silent 
w hile his wives, out o f fear, sent some o f the guards to  run to  the hut o f the 
Pandavas and persuade them fo r help.

The Pandavas, a t tha t time, were busy perform ing a yajna before the ir hut,

5



The guards reached where the Pandavas were busy perfo rm ing theya jna .
They saluted Yudhishthir w ith fo lded hands and said, "Your Honour ! 

Prince Duryodhana had come fo r a hunting tr ip  along w ith Karna and his wives. 
He was cam ping at a short distance from  here. But Chitrasen, chief of 
Gandharvas, a ttacked the Kaurva regim ent and took Duryodhana and all the 
royal ladies prisoners. He carried  them to his place w hile Karna, having been 
defeated, fled  the ba ttle -fie ld . The wives o f Duryodhana (your sisters-in-law ) 
have sent us to  beg* fo r help. Be kind enough to  rescue them as early as possible.

H earing the guards, Bheema burst into a peal o f laughter and remarked, 
"G o o d  ! Chitrasen has done w hat should have been done by us. It is really a 
happy news. W e cannot say that there is no well-w isher o f ours in the w orld . I am 
so happy to hear that the rascal has a fte r all to lick the dust."

But sagacious Yudhishthir d id n ’t relish w hat Bheema had said. He was rather 
cross to hear his words. So, he burst out a t him saying, "Bheema ! learn to be wise. 
It is no time to settle scores w ith  Duryodhana. Brothers can quarre l or even fight. 
They can be jealous o f one another. But when any outsider tries to harm the 
interests o f the fam ily , brothers must be one to face that outsider. Spit all 
em bitterm ent. take up your arms and proceed fo r D uryodhana’s he lp.’ ’
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Follow ing the tough warning o f the ir e lder brother, Bheema and Arjuna 
marched to where Chitrasen had imprisoned Duryodhana and his wives. They 
made such a fierce attack on the G andharva soldiers tha t hundreds o f them 
came to lose the ir lives in the action. Seeing this, Chitrasen seated Duryodhana 
and his wives in his chario t and flew  into the sky w ith a view to carrying them to his 
heavenly abode.

But we know that Arjuna had learnt the use o f d ivine weapons from  the gods 
and from  Lord Shiva Himself. So, heshotMahakarshana Astra (highly captivating 
weapon) which forced Chitrasen to decend to theearth along with his chariot in 
which the Kaurava prince was being taken to heaven along w ith his wives. 
Chitrasen was indeed very frigh tened because Arjuna had won laurels fo r his art 
o f w arfare  in heaven itself.

As soon as Chitrasen’s chario t landed on the ground, Bheema rushed a t it and 
set Duryodhana and his wives free from  the trap. Chitrasen was acquainted 
w ith A rjuna. So, he extended a hand o f friendship towards him. Arjuna 
responded cord ia lly  and asked him, “ Friend ! what made you imprison the 
Kaurava prince and the royal ladies ? W hat was your purpose after all in taking 
this drastic step ? Let me know c learly .”

Chitrasen assured Arjuna to explain the m atter in detail.
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Chitrasen expla ined to  A rjuna  the reason o f his action against Duryodhana as 
fo llo w s :

“ A rjuna ! D uryodhana is very foo lish as w ell as sinful. He had come here and 
camped a t a stone’s th row  from  your hut w ith the evil purpose o f seeing you, your 
brothers and D raupadi leading a hard life and jeering a ty o u r misfortune. W hen 
Lord Indra came to  know o f it, he fe lt h ighly enraged. He knew o f the friendship 
between you and me. So, he sent me giving certa in instructions regard ing how I 
should a c t.”

Continuing his exp lanation, Chitrasen added tha t he defeated Duryodhana 
and imprisoned him along w ith  his better-halves. It was done to  turn the tables on 
him so tha t he should be put in a position to  be jeered a t by others and learn a 
b itte r lesson if he possessed even a tinge o f sanity. He must be fee ling ashamed 
having been rescued by you and Bheema from  me.

E laborating still further, Chitrasen said, “ Arjuna ! royal luxury has turned 
Duryodhana's head. He had a lready disgraced Yudhishthir and D raupadi in the 
open court. He doesn't deserve to  be excused. Yudhishthir has sent you fo r his 
help because he is not aware o f the evil purpose o f D uryodhana’s coming ove rto  
this place. I w ould like to  go and inform  Yudhishthir o f everyth ing.’ ’
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Chitrasen accom panied A rjuna to  where his e lder b ro ther Yudhishthir was 
sitting. Reaching there, fie saluted Yudhishthir and sat beside him. Then he to ld 
the eldest Pandava a ll abou t D uryodhana and his evil purpose. But Yudhishthir 
was not a person who could th ink o r act in any low ly manner. Dispite having 
known a ll abou t the evil design o f his cousin D uryodhana, Yudhishthir requested 
Chitrasen, “ I am gra te fu l to  you tha t in spite o f your immense power, you have 
not killed my cousin Duryodhana and his friends. I praise your generosity and at 
the same time I request you to  let them o ff."

Yudhishthir fu rthe r rem arked, “ I feel myself to  be h ighly fo rtunate  to  come 
across you, O  Chief o f G andharvas ! A t the same time, I w ould im plore you that 
a fte r having served the purpose o f your visit to  this place, be kind enough to 
return to your heavenly abode .”  So, com plying w ith Yudhishthir s request, 
Chitrasen released Duryodhana, his wives and his supporters.

A fte r the departure  o f Chitrasen, Yudhishthir addressed Duryodhana and said, 
“ Brother Dear ! it is not wise to  behave unjudiciously as you have done. Such 
indiscreet and im pudent steps often lead to  disgrace and sometimes they may 
cause one to  land in serious troub le . That is the only advice I w ant to  g iveyou.

Be a t ease and return to  H astinapur w ith  my sisters-in-law and your brothers.9



Hearing the words o f Yudhishthir, Duryodhana was highly ashamed and left 
the place fo r Hastinapur along w ith his wives and brothers. On the way, there lay 
a river at the bank o f which, Duryodhana camped fo r the night. A fte r a short 
time, Karna also reached there. He said to Duryodhana, “How lucky it is that the 
Gandharvas have left you alive. I am pleased to believe tha t you must have 
defeated them beating them in the ir miraculous powers as well. I had to flee the 
ba ttle -fie ld  because I found myself unable to face the ir onslaught.

D uryodhana was very sad though he knew tha t Karna d id not know the reality 
about his escape that had become possible only due to  the Pandavas. This fact 
was, indeed, unbearably hurting Duryodhana's mind. So, he said, “ Karna ! you 
perhaps don ’t know what befell me in the w ar against the Gandharvas.”Then he 
narra ted the entire story starting from  his imprisonment at the hands o f the 
Gandharvas to his release through the good offices o f the Pandavas.

W ith  a heavy heart, Duryodhana remarked, "Karna ! it is a matter o f colossal 
disgrace fo r me to have been released from  the prison o f Chitrasen because of 
intervention by Arjuna. I wish I had fa llen  figh ting  in the action against the 
Gandharvas rather than be let o ff because o f the Pandavas whom I consider to 
be my sworn enemies.’ ’
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W ith  a v ie w  to consoling Duryodhana, Kama remarked, “ W hy should you be 
so repentant o f w hat has happened. As fo r death, it w ill overtake your 
adversaries—the Pandavas. Rest assured, I shall leave no stone unturned to 
restore your lost prestige whatever w ay I can. I take a vow tha t I shall not indulge 
in any sort o f enterta inm ent until and unless I have made short work o f A rjuna.”

The vow taken by Kama was a great solace fo r the disturbed mind of 
Duryodhana. His brothers also tried  the ir level best to pacify him. A ll o f them 
requested the Kaurava prince to fo rge t about the disgrace he had suffered 
during his conflic t w ith the Gandharvas and because o f his subsequent release 
through the efforts o f the Pandavas. So, Duryodhana decided to  leave the place

As fo r the Pandavas, they kept passing the ir time p e a c e fu lly ^  the Kamyak 
Forest where they had been liv ing in a hut. One day it so happened that 
Dhritrashtra 's son-in-law, Jaidrath, ru ler o f Sindhu Kingdom, chanced to pass 
through the forest where the Pandavas were staying. Suddenly he caught sight o f 
D raupadi who was standing outside the hut. C aptivated by her charm ing looks 
and p roportiona te  figure,he stopped his chario t and sent one o f his soldiers to go 
and discover who she was. So, the soldier proceeded towards Draupadi.
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Ja id ra th ’s so ld ier w ent upto D raupad i and said to  her, “ I am a sold ier o f 
Ja id ra th , ru le r o f the kingdom  o f Sindhu. My king is on way to  Hastinapur— his 
fa the r-in -law ’s cap ita l. Suddenly he has chanced to  see you. My master wants to 
know who you are O  Charm ing Lady ! Let me know about yourself k ind ly.”

‘ ‘ I am D raupad i, w ife  o f the Pandavas. My husbands are aw ay fo r  a game at 
this time. W e a ll w ill feel h ighly honoured to  enterta in you w ith  whatever we 
have w ith  us. I hope my husbands w ill return in a short tim e and they w ill be 
pleased to  see your master as w e ll,”  rep lied D raupadi.

The so ld ier returned to  his master, king Ja id ra th ,and informed him o f what 
D raupad i had to ld  him. As soon as Ja id ra th  heard D rau p a d i’s name, he became 
im patient and getting down form  his cha rio t walked u p to  D raupadi.

D raupad iq ree ted  h im and said, ‘ ‘Be seated, O  king ! I b ring  w a te r fo r you to 
wash up. My husbands are aw ay fo r a game in the forest. They w ill be back in a 
short time and w ill be pleased to  see you—the ir b ro ther-in -law .”

Ja id ra th  considered the absence o f the Pandavas to  be a golden opportun ity  
to  entice D raupadi and abduct her to  his palace. So, he said to  her, “ W hy are you 
suffering hardship in the forest. Accom pany me and be my queen.
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Hearing the words o f Ja id ra th , D raupad i was beside herself w ith  rage. She 
rebuked him hard and burst out saying, ‘ ‘D on ’tyo u  feel ashamed to  ta lk  like that. 
W e have a lready  given you our daugh te r— Dushala. Just think about your 
re la tion  w ith  my husbands and me. I know tha t the rulers o f your kingdom  have 
been very re lig ious-m inded and G od-fearing . And you have ta lked so low  that 
the honour o f your fore-fa thers has become tarnished. M oreover, you must be 
aw are  o f the fa c t tha t to o ffend the Pandavas is no less than inviting death .’ ’

“D arling  ! such words do not become you. I have given you a suggestion fo r 
your own good. As fo r the Pandavas, I am not go ing to  be frigh tened a t the 
mention o f the ir b ravery ,”  re to rted  Ja id ra th . Then he advanced towards 
D raupad i, held her by the hand and fo rc ib ly  seated her in his chario t. In spite o f 
her best e fforts ,D raupadi fa iled  to  free herself from  the grips o f Jaidrath.

‘ ‘Keep o ff from  me, O  Devil ! d o n ’t touch me w ith  your impious hands,” 
thundered D raupadi. Then she shouted .for help addressing Ayudhaumya, their 
priest, who was living in a hut a t a stone’s th row  from  there.

The priest responded im m edia te ly and stood before the chario t. He said to 
Ja id ra th , “  Leave her, O  Ja id ra th  ! otherwise you shall heavily pay fo r this 
misdeed o f yours.”  13
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Ja idra th  pa id  no heed to w hat Saint Ayudhaumya had said. On the other 
hand, he advanced his chario t further. As fo r  the saint, he joined the soldiers o f 
the king and began to  fo llo w  him. Some o f the soldiers were also speaking ill of 
w hat the ir master had done. They had fu ll sympathy w ith  D raupadi and the saint 
who was accom panying them.

In the meantime, the Pandava brothers returned to  the hut. They were much 
w orried  to  find  D raupadi missing. W hen they enquired about her from  her maid, 
she w ept b itte rly  and remarked, “ My Lords ! Ja id ra th , ru ler o f Sindhu, has 
fo rc ib ly  carried  away D raupadi in his chario t. Follow  him and rescue her from  his 
cruel hands. The sinner is bent upon molesting her.’ ’

A t once the Pandavas began chasing Ja idra th  hotly and soon overtook his 
soldiers. Seeing the ir priest running a fte r them, Yudhishthir said to Arjuna, 
“ B ro th e r! just see our revered priest is fo llow ing  the soldiers o f Ja idrath. Kill all 
o f them so tha t we are ab le  to  rescue D raupadi.

So, the Pandavas challenged the soldiers o f Ja idrath and a fierce battle  
fo llow ed. The arrows showered by Arjuna killed many o f them in a short time. The 
rem aining soldiers, find ing  themselves helpless fled the scene fo r their lives .
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Having dea lt w ith J a id ra th ’s soldiers, the Pandavas gave a hot chase to 
Ja idrath. Soon they were a t his heels. Seeing them fo llo w ing  his chario t like a 
shadow, Ja idarath lost no time to  understand tha t his life was in danger. So, he 
gave up the idea  o f taking aw ay D raupad i w ith him. Leaving her there, he raced 
his chario t as fast as he could in o rder to save his life.

D raupadi, weeping b itte rly ,sa id  to her husbands, “ The rascal find ing me 
alone and helpless, fo rc ib ly  d ragged and seated me in his chariot. He was 
carry ing me to his palace. Hasn’t he played w ith your honour ? If you are true 
Kashatriyas, capture him and put him to death."

Hearing D raupadi's bewails, Bheema was beside himself w ith rage. He lifted 
his mace and got ready to go a fte r Ja idra th , kill him and drag his body back to 
their hut so that D raupadi could kick it and pacify her anger.

Seeing Bheema mad in rage, Yudhishthir said to him, “ B ro the r! Jaidrath is the 
husband o f our sister— Dushala. So, we must not kill him in spite o f the fact that he 
has committed a grave social o ffence.”

But D raupadi insisted on having her revenge and rebuked all o f them us 
b itte r words. So, Bheema and Arjuna left the place in search o f Jaidrath w' 
view to chastising him fo r his misdeed.15
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when he saw them quite close behind, he was a t his w it's  end. He ordered his 
chario teer to  drive the chario t as fast as he could. But Arjuna soon overtook him 
and Bheema jumped onto his chario t. H old ing him by the hair, the m ighty 
Pandava flung him on the ground saying “ You ra sca l! how low  a b lood is running 
in your veins ? How d id  you take courage to  com m itthe  misdeed o f laying hands 
on our honour ? Had my bro ther not fo rb idden  me, I w ould have killed you.”  

Saying these words,Bheema dragged him towards the ir own chario t, tied his 
hands and feet and putting  him into the ir chario t, they proceeded back to the ir 
hut in the Kamya Forest. Ja idra th  was sure tha t his life  was in danger and he 
must be k illed  by Bheema o r A rjuna as soon as the cha rio t reached the ir place. 
So, he made up his mind to  arouse Yudhishthir’s p ity through humble entreaties.

As soon as A rju n a ’s cha rio t reached the ir dw e lling , they untied Ja idra th  who 
lay prostrate a t the feet o f Yudhishthir crying b itte rly  to  be excused. He begged 
D raupadi's pardon fo r his mean behaviour and ca lling  her his sister begged to be 
pardoned. Yudhishthir, known fo r his lenience and sense o f forgiveness, urged 
D raupadi to  fo rg ive  him. Though she was very b itte r, yet she could not go against 
Yudhishthir’s plea.
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D raupadi then said to  Bheema, “ I have agreed to let him o ff on your elder 
brother's plea. But I w ill do so only a fte r du ly avenging my insult a t his hands. 
Shave his head clean and then leave him so tha t when he reaches his palace, his 
low  deed becomes au tom atica lly  known not only to his queens but also to his 
subordinates.”

This done, Ja idra th  touched D rau p a d i’s as well as Yudhishthir’s feet and 
asked fo r  the ir permission to  leave. Yudhishthir, smiling to  see his shaven head, 
said to him, ‘ ‘You are free now but mind tha t you shall not com m it such a blunder 
a g a in .”  Thus having been aw fu lly  disgraced, Ja idrath went his way. But he was 
very sore a t heart. So, m ed ita ting  a t his insult sorrow fu lly , he resolved to  seek 
revenge fo r the treatm ent he had been meted out a t the hands o f the Pandavas.

N o t daring to go home w ith  his shaven head, Ja id ra th  chose to sit a t the bank 
o f the G anga and invoke Lord Shiva through m editation. He m editated so hard 
and w ith  such concentra tion tha t in a few  months Lord Shiva was pleased. He 
came and stood before his devotee saying, ‘ ‘Ja id ra th ,you r m edita tion has 
pleased me and I w ant to g rant a boon to  you. Ask fo r w hat you w an t.”

Ja idra th  was very pleased at the assurance given by Lord Shiva to him.
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Pandavas."

“ It is not possible a t a ll. The Pandavas are invincible and they w ill remain so fo r 
ever. The maximum I can do is that fo r one day you w ill be able to prevent the 
fou r Pandava from  advancing further. But Arjuna w ould remain as invincible 
as ever,’ ’ re torted the lord.

SoonLord Shiva vanished and Ja idra th  fe lt helpless and troub led a t heart. By 
now,his ha ir had re-grown properly. So,he returned to his cap ita l quite safe and 
sound.

As fo r  the Pandavas, they le ft the Kamya Forest a fte r the incident of 
D rau pad i’s abduction and moved to  D w ait Forest. There they passed most o f the 
time in relig ious activ ities— m editation, observance o f fasts and yajnas etc.

One day a Brahmana approached Yudhishthir fo r help. He sa id ,“ O  Pandava* 
a deer has taken aw ay my churnerand ign iting  rod.So, kindly get me both my 
things back. W ith o u t them, it is not pc ,sible fo r me to perform  my yajnas and to 
carry out my worship. I shall feel highly ob liged.
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Suddenly he caught sight o f a big pool o f w ate r a t a large distance from  the 
place where his brothers and D raupadi were resting.

19

Yudhishthir humbly rep lied, “ How w ill it be possible, sir? But how did it happen 
a fte r a ll ?”

“ I had hung these tw o things from  the branch o f a tree. Suddenly a deer came 
there and began to  rub its body w ith  the trunk o f tha t tree to pacify its itch. As a 
result,the things fe ll down and go t entangled in its horns. W hen I rushed to get 
them, the deer ran aw ay.”

So, be kind enough to  chase the deer and get my things back,”  explained the 
Brahmana.

A ll the five Pandavas went in search o f the deer but they could not find  it any 
where. Having been tired/ they sat under a tree. They were hungry and thirsty as 
w ell. So/Yudhishthir asked N aku la  to c lim b up a nearby tree and look around if 
any stream o r pool o f w ate r could be seen.

N akula a t once go t up and walked up to a ta ll tree standing nearby. In no time, 
he clim bed it up and casta  glance on all sides w ith  a v ie w to  loca ting  any source 
o f water.



N aku la  clim bed down the tree and came to  his brothers. Addressing his eldest 
b ro ther he said, “ Brother I have seen a b ig pool o f w ate r a t a distance from  here. 
If you a llo w  me, I shall go running and be back w ith  w ate r fo r a ll o f you in no 
tim e .”  W hen perm itted, N akula took a vessel and made fo r the pool o f water.

In a short tim e^N akula reached the pool. He thought o f quenching his thirst 
before fillin g  the vessel w ith  w a te r fo r his brothers and Draupadi.

But as soon as he pro jected  his hands tow ards the w ater, a fearfu l voice 
thundered, “ S to p ! this pool belongs to  me. If you w ant to  drink its water, you w ill 
have to  rep ly to  my questions first. O n ly  then you can drink w ater and fill your 
vessel w ith  it .”

But N aku la  pa id  no heed to  w hat the voice had said. Ignoring it, he tried to 
I  drink w a te r fo r  quenching his thirst.

As soon as his hands touched the w ater, he became senseless and fe ll on his 
back on the bank o f the pool.

His brothers kept w a iting  fo r  him fo r a long time. Then fee ling w orried,they 
sent Sahdev to look fo r  him.
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Sahdeva jooking  fo r his bro ther N aku la , reached the pool o f water. Finding 
N akula lying senseless on the ground, he fe lt h ighly w orried.

He asked himself, “ W h a t has happened to  him ? Has he fe ll down unconscious 
due to  unbearable thirst ? I myself am dying o f thirst. I shall quench my thirst and 
then put some w ate r in his mouth to o .”

Thinking so, Sahdev w ent up to  the pool and spread his hands tow ards the 
w ater. Just then the same voice thundered, “ W a it I firs t answer my questions and 
then drink the w ater from  the pool tha t belongs to  me. If you v io la te  my 
instruction, you w ill meet w ith a sim ilar fa te .”

But Sahdev was not in a position to  w a it any longer. So, ignoring the 
instruciton,he tried to  drink water.

N o sooner d id his hands touch the w ate r than he fe ll down senseless on his back 
just beside his brother Nakula.

D raupadi and the three Pandavas—Yudhishthir, Bheema and A rjuna— kept 
w aiting  fo r a long time but neither o f the ir tw o younger brothers returned with 
w ater. So, they fe lt extremely anxious about the ir safety.
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N ow  it was A rjun a ’s turn and so Yudhishthir sent him to look fo r Nakula and 
Sahdev and be back w ith  them as soon as possible. So, Arjuna set out towards 
the pool a t once. Reaching the bank o f the poo l, he found both his brothers lying 
unconscious.

Arjuna's w orry  knew no bounds and he shouted in anger, “ W ho  has raised his 
hands a t my tw o younger brothers ? Come before m e ; I shall not leave you alive. 
You perhaps are not aw are o f the m ight o f A rjuna. Come before me if you da re .”

But nobody responded to  A rjuna 's call nor d id anybody appear before him. . 
So, Arjuna chose to  quench his thirst and then look fo r the person who had sent his 
brothers into a swoon.

But as soon as he tried  to  drink water, the same voice said, “ Arjuna ! answer my 
questions before you drink w a te r from  my pool otherw ise you w ill also drop 
senseless like your brothers.”

“ W ho  are you ? Come before me and I shall p ierce you w ith  my a rrow s.’ 
Saying so, Arjuna advanced to  drink w a te r but as soon as his hands touched the 
w ater, he fe ll down senseless just beside his tw o brothers.

D raupadi, Yudhishthir and Bheema kept w a iting  fo r him too.
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N ext it was Bheema who was sent to  look fo r  his three younger brothers. 
Yudhishthir was sure tha t Bheema, ocean o f m ight, would certa in ly locate his 
brothers and bring them back even if they were in some serious trouble. But 
Bheema too  reached the pool and met w ith  the same fate.

W hen Bheema did not return fo r a long time, Yudhishthir himself went in 
search o f his fou r younger brothers. Reaching the bank o f the pool, he found all o f 
them lying in a swoon. So,w orry overwhelm ed him. But he chose to quench his 
thirst before doing anything else.

As soon as Yudhishthir went near the w ater, the same voice thundered, “ Stop, 
Yudhishthir ! never touch the w ate r o f my pool t ill you have answered my 
questions, if you v io la te  this instruction, you w ill also join your brothers.’

The Yaksha now appeared in his real form  before Yudhishthir. Seeing him, 
Yudhishthir fo lded  his hands and said in a humble voice, “ O  Yaksha I I cannot 
touch anything w ithou t your permission. I request you to ask your questions.

Yaksha : W ho is the best friend o f man ? Yudhishthir : Patience.
Yaksha : W ha t moves faster than w ind even ? Yudhishthir : Thoughts-
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Yaksha : W ho is the worst enemy o f man ?
Yudhishthir : Anger is the worst enemy o f man.
Yaksha : Loss o f w hat makes a man w ea lth ie r ?
Yudhishthir : Loss o f greed makes a man w ealth ier.
Yaksha : W h a t is the greatest w onder inman's life ?
Yudhishthir : W hen a man accompanies a b ier to  the crem atory, he is like

an ascetic (sanyasi). But when he returns home, he is again a 
house-holder. It is the greatest w onder in m an’s life.

The Yaksha was very pleased to  hear the answers given by Yudhishthir. 
He said, "I am rea lly  pleased a t your answers, O  Pandava. So, I have decided 
to  bring one o f your brothers to  life. Choose whom you w ant to  be revived . ”  

Yudhishthir rep lied  w ith  fo lded  hands,“ Sir, we the five brothers were born to 
tw o mothers— Kunti and M aadri. O u t o f Kunti’s three sons— myself, Bheema, 
A r ju n a — I am a live. So, b ring  to  life  one o f the sons born to  my m other M a a d ri.’ ’ 
Yam araj was inldeed even more de lighted to  hear Yudhishthir’s reply that was 
pragnant w ith m oral logic. So, Vie b rought a ll the fou r Pandavas to  life instantly.

Yudhishthir was beside himself w ith  joy to  see a ll his brothers standing hale 
and hearty before his eyes. He kissed them out o f a ffection  one by one.
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