                          Narada Muni Converts Mrigari the Hunter #5PRIVATE 

SCENE ONE

Narrator: Hare Krsna! This is the story of how Narada Muni


converted even a cruel hunter into a devotee of Lord Krsna. Narada Muni is a pure devotee of the Lord and a great spiritual master in our line of disciplic succession. He is the third spiritual master in this chain. From Lord Krsna, the Vedic knowledge passed to Lord Brahma who instructed Narada Muni. Narada Muni brought the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha mantra to this Earth.


  Narada Muni is called the eternal spaceman because he can travel everywhere within the universe without a vehicle. He is unlimitedly kind and he always chants the Holy Name of Krsna as he plays upon his vina instrument and travels in search of preaching opportunities. As our play opens, Narada Muni comes to the forest of Priya on the bank of the sacred Ganges River. There he meets the wicked hunter, Mrigari. Mrigari practices the cruel art of half-killing animals, as he learned it from his father. 

(Narada Muni enters the forest and is shocked to see many wounded animals lying on the ground.)

Narada:  What is this? A bird flapping on the ground, half-killed and pierced by an arrow. A wounded deer caught in a trap. A poor maimed rabbit! All these animals half-killed and flapping in pain!  Who is the cruel man who has committed these sinful activities? That hunter standing with his bow and arrows like a henchman to Lord Yamaraja, the god of Death must be the sinner! I shall enter deeper yet into the forest and confront him and maybe do some good. (As Narada Muni advances he touches the animals and they get up and run off stage.)

Mrigari:  My animals are escaping from my traps! It’s all because 


of that sadhu! How strange! I was just about to curse him with vile names, but something stopped me. Hey, sir Why have you come here while I am hunting? Have you strayed from the path and lost your way? By your coming here, all the animals caught in my traps have gotten away! 

Narada:    I always find my own path. But I saw that there were

 
many injured animals lying on the forest floor and flapping in horrible pain! Who has committed these sinful acts?

Mrigari:   What sinful acts? What you have seen is all well and

 
good! All this was done by me - Mrigari, the Hunter!

Narada:    If you are hunting these poor animals for your 
maintenance, why don’t you kill them at once? If you half-kill them, you cause them unnecessary pain, which is a sin. The reaction, as governed by the laws of nature is that they will cause you to suffer and die in the next life and in many, many lives to come as the soul is eternal. It would be better to kill it completely. Why do you half kill it and condemn the living entity to die a slow and painful death?

Mrigari:  Sir, I told you, I am Mrigari, the enemy of the animals. My father taught me the art of half-killing the animals. When a half-dead animal flaps, it gives me great pleasure! Ha!

Narada:    I ask of you just one boon, Mrigari, may you please 


grant it to me.

Mrigari: Oh, yes sir! I shall give you whatever you want! Do you want some animal skins? Come to my home, there I have many skins deer, snake  even tiger! Would you like a nice, warm tiger skin? Whatever you want, I shall give you.

Narada: I do not want such things, but I want something else. Please, starting today, when you kill an animal, please kill it completely. Do not leave it half-dead.

Mrigari: What?  Are you crazy? Why are you asking this? What is 
the difference between half-killing and killing completely? 

Narada:  When you kill an animal completely, there is much

 
offense. But it is not so great as half-killing an animal. In other words, the pain that you give to the half dead animals will have to be accepted by you in your future births.

Mrigari: Still, I cannot understand what you are trying to say. 

Narada: By my mystic powers, I will give you a vision of the

 
future that may be if you choose not to change your ways. Behold!

(A lion starts coming towards Mrigari.)
Lion:  Do you remember me, Mrigari?

Mrigari: No, no! Get away! Who are you?

Lion:  I am that cute little rabbit whose legs you broke. You left me to die but now I’m a lion and I am going to kill you! (Roars)
Mrigari:  (screaming) Aaaahhhh! No, no, nooooo! Help!

(Sneaking up the other way is a wild boar.)

Wild boar: Mrigari! Do you remember the gentle deer that you

 
pierced with a spear and left to die? I was that deer, Mrigari, but now I’m a wild boar and I’m going to gore you with my sharp tusks!! (Snorts)
Mrigari:  Aaaaaahhhh! Save me! Someone help me! Aaaahh! Help!!

Wolf: (coming on stage) Save you, Mrigari? Did you save us? I was the mother duck you caught. You caught my whole family and I watched as you cooked and ate each of my children! But now I’m a wolf, Mrigari and Im going to eat you alive! (Growls)

Mrigari:    No, no! Enough! I will change my ways! O great sage,

 
have mercy on me and teach me! I am afraid of the reactions of my sinful activities that have been practically limitless up until now! Is there any way to reverse these reactions. I will do whatever work you direct me to do! Please just tell me how I may start to improve my fate! 

Narada: If you actually want to follow my directions, then I can tell you the real path of liberation from these sinful reactions.

Mrigari: I shall embark on the path without hesitation.

Narada: First of all, break your bow and throw away your arrows.

Mrigari:  What is this? First you say I should kill the animals

 
completely and now you say I should break my bow. If I break my bow, then how will I live? And how will I provide for my wife?

Narada: Don’t worry for your maintenance. I shall see that you get sufficient food so that you can live. Now, break your bow. Come on.

Mrigari: Yes, Gurudev. 

(He breaks the bow and tosses bow and arrows aside, falling at the feet of Narada Muni.)

Narada:  Go home now and distribute whatever money and valuables you have to the brahmanas, the poor and the elderly. Construct a small thatched house on the bank of the sacred Ganges River. You and your wife should live simply there. Worship the sacred Tulasi plant, read the Vedas, tell all you meet about what you realize and always chant the Great Mantra for Deliverance:

      Say after me HARE ...

Mrigari:    Hare

Narada:    KRSNA

Mrigari:    Krsna

Narada:    HARE KRSNA

Mrigari:    Hare Krsna

Narada:    KRSNA KRSNA

Mrigari:    Krsna Krsna!

Narada:    HARE HARE

Mrigari:    Hare Hare

Narada:    HARE RAMA

Mrigari:    Hare Rama

Narada:    HARE RAMA

Mrigari:    Hare Rama

Narada:    RAMA RAMA

Mrigari:    Rama Rama!

Narada:    HARE HARE

Mrigari:    Hare Hare!! 

Narada:    Now, go and always chant and teach others.

Mrigari:    Thank you, Gurudev.

           (Music, lights)  

SCENE TWO

(Many devotees come bearing gifts of grains, fruit, cloth etc.. Mrigari and his wife are preaching to the townspeople.)

Mrigari: Just chant the Holy Name! 

1st Devotee: Isn’t it amazing how a cruel hunter could be 


  transformed into a pure devotee of the Lord? How did all   this happen, Mrigari?

2nd Devotee: Please tell us, Mrigari, we are very eager to know, how did you happen to give up your hunting and become a devotee?

3rd Devotee: Just see how nicely he is worshiping Tulasi Devi! 

Mrigari: It is all due to the mercy of my Spiritual Master,

 
Narada Muni. He opened my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge while I was in the darkest ignorance. He showed me first what I was doing wrong, the pain I was giving to others and the suffering I could expect in my future lives. By even a few moments of his association I found the strength to begin my journey on the path of liberation and now, more and more, I am become mad for the taste of the Holy Name of Krsna! Hare Krsna! Chant!

All:(sing) Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare


Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare


Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare


Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare


Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare


Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare!!!

(Narada Muni enters from far side with his friend Parvata Muni.)

Narada: My dear Parvat Muni. I have a disciple nearby who was formerly a hunter. Would you like to meet him?

Parvata:   Of course!

(Mrigari runs towards his Guru to offer obeisances but before doing so, he stops and brushes the ants from the path with his cloth.)

Parvata: Just see how he is coming towards us with great respect but, seeing ants on the pathway, he is clearing them a way so as not to injure them. 

Narada: Formerly he took pleasure in half-killing animals but a devotee is naturally non-violent because they see all living entities as part and parcel of their beloved Lord!

Mrigari: It is all by your mercy, Gurudeva. Please, both of you

 
sit down so that I may wash your lotus feet. 

(Mrigari's wife puts down mats or cushions. The sages sit down, Mrigari assisted by his wife, bathes the lotus feet of the sages. Then he sprinkles the water on his head and his wifes head and they dance  happily about, chanting Hare Krsna.)
Parvata:  You are a touchstone, Narada, and so, by your 
association, even a low-born hunter has been transformed into a great devotee. 

Narada: Are you getting foodstuffs regularly, Mrigari?

Mrigari:  Yes, Gurudeva, many villagers come to see the wonder you have 


wrought. Some have become attached to singing holy songs or studying the Vedas with us. Others bring nice gifts for our deities of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna. They bring so many nice eatables that we cannot eat at all and have to spend much of our time distributing these foodstuffs to other devotees and the poor!

Narada: That is alright. Your fame has spread amongst the local villagers as a sincere devotee. So, whatever you are getting, that is alright. Now, just continue your devotional service, chant Hare Krsna and be happy!

Mrigari: Thank you, Gurudeva!

Narada: This history of Mrigari illustrates how powerful the


chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra is  just by chanting this mantra regularly, one can burn up all his sinful reactions and begin to lead a pure and simple life. By continuing in this way one can become free from the cycle of birth and death and serve Krsna eternally in His Supreme Abode, Krsnaloka.

Narada: My dear Parvata Muni, will you please lead all of us 


in a short kirtan?

(Parvata Muni leads kirtan. Cast and audience joins in.)
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