The Nectar of Devotion PRIVATE 

By Dhanistha Delaney

A summary of the fourth chapter of the Nectar of Devotion by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada: "Devotional Service Surpasses All Liberation."

Govinda Prabhu: Well, it's getting late, so I'll end my Nectar of Devotion class here. Are there any questions or comments? (sees a hand at the back of the room) Yes, Bhakta John?

Bhakta John: (nervously smoothes his rumpled dhoti) Um  Prabhu, you mentioned that devotees do not want mukti or bhukti, instead they only want Krsna. What is the difference between mukti and bhukti?

Govinda Prabhu: Bhukti means material benefits such as money and other opulences and mukti means liberation. When one no longer desires selfishly, he is liberated and thus attains peace. 

Bhakta John: Oh, I see. But don't the devotees still want some 


material opulence? I know that the devotees are very austere and spiritual-minded but how can they just give up material enjoyment?

Govinda Prabhu: When one is engaged in devotional service, one's desires for wealth, fame and material possessions decreases in proportion to one's increase in attachment to the lotus feet of Krsna. In the Srimad Bhagavatam Fifth Canto Chapter fourteen, Sukadev Goswami tells the story of the king Bharata. He was so attached to Krsna's lotus feet that he easily renounced his lordship over the earthly planet, his wife, society and royal opulence. Even during his reign, he had not cared for the opulence available to him. This kind of behavior is very good. Sukadev Goswami states, "Any person whose heart is attracted by the transcendental qualities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Madhusudhana, doesn't even care for that liberation which is aspired to by the great sages, what to speak of material opulence."

Bhakta John: But if the devotee doesn't want material enjoyment or liberation, then what is there left to desire?

Govinda Prabhu: The devotees want to serve Krsna, hear about and preach His glories to others. If one takes Liberation, he can not do these things.

Bhakta John: I have another question. Are the devotees completely satisfied with just serving Krsna? I was reading somewhere, a while back, about the five stages of liberation. Do the devotees aspire for these?

Govinda Prabhu: That's a good question. (Bhakta John beams 
proudly.) No, they do not. They also do not care a fig for lordship over all the planetary systems, entering the heavenly planets or the perfections of the Mystic Yoga system. They only want to serve Krsna and these rewards are just a botheration to them. For example, someone has to be temple president, but it's not that Mataji has it any easier -she's trying to chant her rounds, read Srila Prabhupada's book, honor prasadam etc. and everyone wants their check signed and their phone calls returned and their problems solved, all day, every day. Isn't that how it is?

(Govinda dasa takes a sip of water, then recognizes the next inquiry.) Yes, Mother Sarasvati?

Sarasvati: Prabhu, I was wondering about the Impersonalists. They want to become one with the Supreme, but can they still render devotional service to Him?

Govinda Prabhu: The Impersonalists have no chance of hearing or 


chanting the glories of the Lord because they do not accept the personality of Godhead as being separate from themselves. They don't see themselves as individuals and Krsna as being the Supreme Person. They have no interest in and hence no knowledge of the transcendental form of the Lord. Therefore, they are unfortunate. Srila Prabhupada has given us his mercy and he has made us fortunate. Does that answer your question? (Sarasvati nods.) Any other questions. (He motions to a confused-looking man in a business suit.) Yes, sir?

Businessman: Um, hello, my name is Chris Stevens and I really don't have much knowledge about these subjects, but I have a question. I have a friend who is a Hare Krsna but he worships a deity of Lord Rama instead of the form of Krsna like you do here. I have tried to tell him that he should worship Krsna instead, but he refuses. Is it all right to worship another form of Visnu?

Govinda Prabhu:   Many devotees are attracted to the worship of

 
another incarnation of the Lord. Hanuman, for example, worshipped Lord Ramachandra. He knew that Lord Narayana and Lord Rama were non-different but he still wished to served only Lord Rama. There are innumerable forms of the Lord and one who worships Them pleases Krsna. Our Spiritual Master is a devotee of Lord Krsna so, naturally, he mainly described the pastimes of Lord Krsna to us. (pause) Is that answer okay? Any other questions? No? Thank you . All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All:       Jai Srila Prabhupada!









