
Nimai's Childhood PastimesPRIVATE 


from Sri Chaitanya-Bhagavata, Adi-lila

*    *    *    *    *

CAST:
Narrator, Advaita Acharya, Mother Shachi, Nimai, 2 Ladies, 2 Thieves, Jagannath Mishra, Brahmana.


SCENE ONE


Advaita Acharya's Concern

Narrator:
In the Age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congregational chanting of the Holy Names of God to worship the incarnation of Godhead who constantly sings the names of Krishna. Although His complexion is not blackish, He is Krishna Himself. He is accompanied by His associates. Advaita Acharya is an incarnation of the Lord as a devotee. His loud calling was the cause for Lord Krishna's appearance as Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Advaita Acharya found the world devoid of devotional service to Sri Krishna because people were engrossed in material affairs.

Advaita:
Everyone is engaged in material enjoyment. No one is interested in the transcendental service of the Lord, which can give relief from the cycle of birth and death. How can I act for the people's benefit? If Sri Krishna was to appear as an incarnation, He Himself could preach devotion by His personal example. In this age of Kali, chanting of the Holy Name is the only religion; but, how will the Lord appear? I know, I shall worship Lord Krishna in a purified state of mind and constantly petition Him in humbleness.

Narrator:
Thinking in this way, Advaita Acharya began worshiping the Lord. Always remembering the lotus feet of Sri Krishna, He constantly offered Tulasi buds and water from the Ganges. He appealed to Sri Krishna with loud calls, and thus made it possible for Lord Krishna to appear.





On the full moon eve of the month of Phalguna, during a lunar eclipse, the Lord appeared. Because of the eclipse, everyone was chanting Hari Hari! in great jubilation. (Kirtan party enters and chants Haribol! Mother Shachi carries out baby Nimai. Jagannath Mishra is also there. Kirtan party then sings When Lord Chaitanya was a Boy.)

SCENE TWO


Baby Nimai Cries
Narrator:
After some days, the Lord began to crawl on his hands and knees, and He caused various wonders to be seen. (Nimai is sitting while singers sing A Snake Crawled into the Courtyard. The snake crawls in  parents look worried and yell Garuda!  they pray to Ananta and the snake slips away. Jagannath Mishra exits. Nimai is center stage, some ladies enter and surround Nimai, doing various activities. Nimai begins crying)

Shachi:

Oh no, don't cry, little one!

1st Lady:
It's alright, little Nimai. (Nimai cries louder. Mother Shachi begins singing Hare Krishna, He stops)
2nd Lady:
Oh look, He stopped crying!

1st Lady:
Yes, when you chant, He stops.

2nd Lady:
Oh, but look, He's starting to cry again! (Nimai cries)
1st Lady:
Quickly, let's chant again! (they chant, Nimai gradually stops crying)

2nd Lady:
Oh good, He stopped again.

1st Lady:
I think Nimai is playing a game with us. (Nimai begins crying again)
2nd Lady:
Now we must always chant the maha-mantra! (they all chant and Nimai smiles)

SCENE THREE


Nimai Kidnapped by Two Thieves
Narrator:
In this way, the Lord was showing that His life's purpose was to spread this sankirtan movement. In His childhood, the Lord was once taken away by two thieves, outside His own house...

Thief 1:
Hey, look over there!

Thief 2:
What? I don't see anything but a little boy.

Thief 1:
No, look at all those jewels on Him!

Thief 2:
Let's take Him away, kill Him and rob Him of all His jewels!

Thief 1:
Good idea! Let's go.

Thief 2:
Hi there, little boy! Want to come with us?

Thief 1:
We have a surprise for you!

Nimai:

What is it?

Thief 2:
Sweets! All children love sweets.

Nimai:

Oh good, let's go!

Thief 1:
First, You have to come with us. (they walk away with Nimai. After a circle or two)
Thief 2:
Let's go deeper into the woods so we can kill Him and rob Him of all His jewels!

Thief 1:
Yeah! This is a good place! (they hear Shachi calling)

Shachi:

Nimai! Nimai! Where are you?

Thief 2:
What was that?

Thief 1:
It sounded like a voice! 


Thief 2:
Hey! We're right back where we started from!

Thief 1:
Let's get out of here!

Shachi:

Nimai, there You are  I've been looking all over for You! It's time for your dinner. Your father is waiting for you!

Nimai:

I'm sorry to be gone so long, Mother; I just went for a walk in the woods.


SCENE FOUR


Nimai Eats the Brahmana's Offering
Narrator:
On another occasion, the Lord ate the foodstuffs of a Brahmana guest three times, and later, in confidence, the Lord delivered that Brahmana from material engagement. (knock at door)
Jagannath:
Shachidevi! Someone is at the door. Please go see who it is. (Mother Shachi opens the door)

Shachi:


Oh, just a moment, I'll go get my husband.

Jagannath:
Come in, my dear Brahmana. Please come in. You must be tired from travelling from one place of pilgrimage to another. Please sit down. Shachidevi, please go get this Brahmana something cool to drink. A Brahmana is welcome in my house anytime. Is there anything else I can get for you?

Brahmana:
Oh, no, thank you. I am fine, but I would like some ingredients to prepare an offering for my Gopal Deity.

Jagannath:
Yes, yes. Shachidevi, please go get our guest some milk, rice and sugar so that he can prepare sweet-rice for his Gopal Deity. You may have this room for your worship. (they exit)
Brahmana:
Thank you. Hmmm, let's see... I will make an altar over here. Then, I will prepare some sweet-rice. (he mixes, etc., and sings Govinda Jaya Jaya, Gopala Jaya Jaya, Radha Ramana Hari, Govinda Jaya Jaya.) Now, it is ready to offer. (he bows down and begins to offer Namo brahmanya devaya... when Nimai approaches and eats the bhoga. Brahmana looks up) What are you doing? You are spoiling my offering! Jagannath Mishra! Jagannath Mishra!

Jagannath:
Nimai! You shouldn't have done that. Come on, let's go.

Brahmana:
Oh well, children are innocent. (the Brahmana prepares again as before. When he begins to offer, Nimai again eats the bhoga. The Brahmana looks up) What are you doing? You've spoiled my offering again! Jagannath Mishra! Your son has spoiled my offering again!

Jagannath:
Nimai, You naughty boy! This time I will put You to bed!

Brahmana:
I'll prepare it again. (he repeats the same procedure. Nimai comes in and eats the bhoga) What has been done? What has been done? I guess Lord Vishnu does want to eat!

Nimai:


My dear Brahmana, formerly I was the son of Mother Yashoda. At that time, you were a guest in the house of Nanda Maharaja and I disturbed you in the same way. I am very much pleased with your devotion.

Brahmana:
Thank you, Lord. You are very kind.

Nimai:


Do not disclose this incident to anyone. Go on in your worship of Me in the form of Gopal.

Brahmana:
Thank you, Lord. (they exit)


SCENE FIVE


Nimai Eats Dirt

Narrator:
One day, when the Lord was enjoying playful sports with the other children, Mother Shachi brought a dish filled with fused rice and sweetmeats, and asked Nimai to sit down and eat them.

Shachi:
It's time for You to eat; I must go and do my household chores now, but I will be back soon. (she leaves. Nimai rejects the food, picks up dirt and eats it instead. Then she returns) Nimai! What is this? What is this? Why have you been eating dirt?

Nimai:
Why are you so angry, Mother? You have already given me dirt to eat. This is dirt, and the sweetmeats are just a transformation of dirt. This is dirt. That is dirt. So, what is the difference, Mother?

Shachi:
Who has taught you this philosophical nonsense that justifies eating dirt? If we eat dirt transformed into grains, our bodies become nourished and strong. But if we eat this plain dirt off the ground, our bodies become diseased and will be destroyed!

Nimai:
Why didn't you teach Me this before, Mother? From now on, when I'm hungry, I will not eat dirt.

Shachi:
Jai!
(kirtan)

The End








