


"tﬁE:TALL

p anehat

SaiPt \Y;
Samlt BASU N
Ashish PADY EKAR
pH
Vishlvanath MANOKARAN

Letters
Nilesh P. KUDALE

Cover Art
Jonathan HICKMAN

Project Manager
Reuben THOMAS

Assistant Editor
Sana AMANAT

Editor
MacKenzie CADENHEAD

T A L E S

antr fl

VIRGIN COMICS
Chief Rcecutive Officer and Publisher
Sharad DEVARAJAN

/Chief Creative Officer and Editor in Chief
Gotham CHOPRA

President and Studio Chief
Suresh SEETHARAMAN

Chief Marketing Officer
Larry LIEBERMAN

srvp studio

Jeevan KANG

VP Operations
Alagappan KANNAN

Director of Development

MacKenzie CADENHEAD

Director of Marketing

Neil MARKS

Chief Visionaries

Deepak CHOPRA,
Shekhar KAPUR,

Sir Richard BRANSON

Special Thanks to

Frances FARROW,
Dan PORTER,
Christopher LINEN,
Peter FELDMAN,
Raju PUTHUKARAI,
Mallika CHOPRA

& Jonathan PEACHEY

TAIL TALES OF VISHNU SHARMA: PANCHATANTRA Issue Number 4, May 2008
published by VIRGIN COMICS L.LC. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION: 59:4 Broadway,
New York, NY 10012. Copyright ©2007, Virgin Comics LLC. All Rights Reserved.
The characters included in this issue, TALLTALES OF VISHNU SHARMA:
PANCHATANTRA, and the distinctive likenesses thereofare properties of Virgin
Comics L.L.C. No similarity between any of the names,Characters, persons,
and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any living or dead person or
institution isintended*and any such similarity which may exist is

purely coincidental. Printed in Canada.

For advertising, licensing and sates info please coetact:
infodvirgincomics.com or (212) 584-4040. www.virgincomics.com


http://www.virgincomics.com

Nandy Vishnu Jftundin oL JtsM
|SIJI’LIOn Thi! Sull $Im m m The Monkey || || |||

Story so far,

The stories of our childhood are under attack. Sinister figures, known as TaleCorps, now invade
the storyworlds, leaving death and oblivion in their wake. The Panchatantra, a book of ancient Indian fables,
teeters on the edge of storybook history. But there is hope! The animal heroes of lore—Lion, Bull, Monkey and
Jackal in their modern avatars Leo, Nandy, Bandra, and Jack, respectively—search for their savior, the true
guardian of the Panchatantra, the heir to the seer Vishnu Sharma’s legacy who would risk everything to save the
ancient storyworlds. Thing is... the current guardian has no idea the Panchatantra heroes even exist

Vishnu Sharma, would-be boy hero, is too busy playing in online tournaments to fight storybook wars.

But when the animal heroes show up at his door, Vishnu finds it difficult to separate fact from fiction. After
being saved from murderous TaleCorps agents, Vishnu is pulled into the pages of the Panchatantra to visit the
storyworld he was born to protect. But his trip is cut short when TaleCorps’top agent, Professor Shadow, yanks
the boy back into the real world to offer a lesson of his own. Shadow schools Vishnu on the TaleCorps mission:
to gain control over the hearts and minds of story lovers the world over by uniting modern and long-forgotten
characters alike. Under the leadership of the elusive Boss Cameo, these characters have become an army,
destroying any other characters that stand in their way. And what better recruit than the
Panchatantra guardian himself?

Even though Vishnu is on the fence about joining the Panchtantra characters’ cause,
he wouldn’t help kill them... right?



I HAVE

SUMMONEP VOU HERE, *
TO THE COUNCIL ROCK OF
KATHAG6RAHA, BECAUSE THE
OCCASION PEMANPS IT. INPEEP,
NO KING OP KATHAGRAHA HAS
L JKfI? FACEP TIMES AS J

PARK AS THESE,

UNTIL ONE PAY
n WHEN THE JACKAL, MY
MORTAL ENEMY, SHOWEP ME THAT
THERE WERE WORLPS BEYOND
OURS, TALES GREATERTHANOUR =
STORIES. ANP INTHESE WORLPS WE
HAP ENEMIES FAR PEAPLIER THAN
k  OURTALEERETHREN, OUR
AMBICKERING FAMILIES,

AMAENEMIIESAUATFANOT TO A
KILL OUR BODIES ANP SENP US

INTO OUR NEXT INCARNATION
ANP THE NEXT STORY A

cycle...

V- SO | URBE ~
n ~NIT/ YOU NOW, TALE'
BRETHREN, CAST YOUR
L DIFFERENCES ASIPE .
ANPLGTENAMA

FOR MLLENNIA
UNTOLP WE HAVE LOVEP ANP
y LOST, LANGUISHEP ANP LABOREP
ON INOUR STORY CYCLES, CONTENT \
TO PERFORM THE FUNCTION FOR WHCH |
OUR FOREFATHERS, OUR PREVIOUS  J
k INCARNATIONS, HAP BEEN CREATEP.
n OURSACREDPUTIES. /M
OUR STORIES.

" ..BUTTO
DESTROY US COMPLETELY,
ANP REMOVE US ANP OUR
STORIES FROM THE
AUNIVERSE. FOREVER. »






VERY WELL.
VISHNU, MEET KAVA,
WHO IS SILLY AND YOUNG,
BUT NOT OLFACTORILY
OFFENSIVE AT ALL.

YOU ALL
RIGHT?
NO. NOTHING
PERSONAL, BUT
JUST WISH I'D
NEVER SEEN ANY
OF YOU.
HERE COMES
THE FAMILY
" AN 7 r j
o INJr
n J
WHY IS ~

SHE HIDING FROM
THE OTHER CROWS,
n JACK? ~

YOUD HDE
PROM THAT BUNCH

PRESSURE ~ n r 1 j
r GETTING TO YOU, HUH?
RELAX. JUST GET UPTHERE,¥ R f f W
YOU'LL BE PINEE WERE « P i/ 1
n ALL DEPENDING
AMAMONYOU, (300D ULk k T~
H \Y CANT HANG AROUND 1
m | LONG ENOUGH TO CATCH
YOUR SPEECH, I'M >
H%L v F X AFRAID... *

7 OF CUTTHROATS TOO IF

THEY WANTED YOU TO LEAD \"75ng™>
THEM, MSHN\U. HER FATHER IS

THE CROWDON. RUNSA =

,  THOROUGHLY AVOIDABLE / y
L CROWD, AND COMING
Wi FROM ME THAT'S
n ALOT. THEY'RE

THE Reason the
COLLECTIVE NOUN

jw B K N A FOR CROWS
IS MURPER. *
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n NEXT YOURE ~
GOING TO SAY VISH\US
AN BENBMWY. TRY TRUSTING,

~BANDRA, IT HELPS. »

IT HELPS PEOPLE
F LIKE YOU GET KILLED.
WATCH THE CROWS, NANPY. I'M

GOING TO GO HINTAROUNPFOR M =
CLUES. THERE MUST BE A GATEWAY =

WHERE THE ROBOTS FOUNPYO U ./r"Z™ A7
L SOMEONE COULP BE SENPING/

ANARMY INRIGHTN O W .AM " ARMIES.

GREAT,
JUST WHAT LEO
NEEDS. A CROW'OWL
BLOODBATH INTHE

MIDDLE OF HIS
N
A THE A SPEECH.
PARLIAMENT A THOUGH
~ IS HERE.

r IFTHEYDO 1
WIPE EACH OTHER
OUT, IT WOULD
I MAKE THINGS A

k . SIMPLER. "

r THE PARLIAMENT 1
APPLAUDS THE NOBLE
SO-CALLED KING FOR
DEIGNING TO SHOW UP

AT COUNCIL ROCK A
k. FOR ONCE.

r LOOKIT THAT/ ~
THE OWLS AND THE
N PUSSYCAT. ~



n CROWS, ~

OWLS...BROTHERS..
PLEASE PUT YOUR
WEAPONS AWAY.,

r THE PARLIAVENT  ~
WILL NOT EE RESPONSIBLE
POR VIOLATING THE COUNCIL
ROCK TRUCE, LEO. AT LEAST,

NOT PORTHEFIRST

VIOLATION.
TALONS
DOWN, BOYS.
AS | WAS SAYING, THE EXTRAORDINARY
Vv CIRCUMSTANCES | HAVE JUST A
OUTLINED LEAD ME
THANK ~
YOU, BOSS TO BELIEVE... Wm
CROMAGNON.
r OK,YOU ~
STAY AND SINK INTO
A BOREDOM-INDUCED
COMA. ~
AN .THAT AS A RULER”
WHO CARES DEEPLY POR
HIS SUBJECTS, | SHOULD
INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE
. INTHE DETERMINATION . FAMILIES DRUDGE UP *
N N
OP YOUR PATES. ANCIENT FIGHTS,
BARKS ARE RAKED,
ITS TIME TO BITE.
~ THIS < DOLL-LIKE BEAUTIES
MONKEY'S GOING KICK AND SGREAM,
TO GO DIG UP
A SOME DIRT. A HAPPY ENDING,

DISTANT DREAM. «




r  WE MUST ~
PINP A WAY TO
OVERCOME OUR
APVERSARIES

~ TOGETHER, a

YOU
SHOULP BE/

PEACE
OFF, NANPY.

INPEEP, FINE

r FELINE, IP OUTSIPERS *
ARE ACTING OPIOUSLY, IT'S
YOUR PUTY 70 PEFENP US.
YOU SHOULP BE ARRANGING
AN ARMY, NOT TRAILING WITH
k  YOURTAIL BETWEEN A

YOUR THIGHS.

THE A
COWARPLY
LION IS PROM
,A DIFFERENT
A STORY. A

N

FEELS IT IS HIGH TIME WE
r  MAPE THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY #
IN KATHAGRAHA. YOU WOULP, OF COURSE, BE
ALLOWEP TO KEEP AN HONORARY TITLE, BUT
THE PARUAMENT CANNOT SEE WHY YOUR
L POSITION ON COUNCIL ROCK SHOULP
NOT BE SUBJECT TO FREE ANP

THE PARLIAMENT

FAIR ELECTIONS.

I PONT KNOW
WHAT YOU BOYS ARE ~
PLAYING AT-WE'RE IN GRAVE
PANGER, YOU KNOW NOTHING,
60 YOU CALL US HERE 70
V SAVE THE PAY AND MAKE A
YOU LOOK GOOP?

r  WHAT
KINP OF KING

r

. ARE YOU?

SHUT T,
HOOTERS.



YOU HAVE TO
UNDERSTAND THAT I'M TRYING
r TO HELP YOU.THIS IS NO TIME FOR 1 PLEASE CONSIDER R
PETTY SELFISH CONCERNS. OF COURSE I HONORABLE KING, WE WEAKER
| COULD DECIDE ON AN ARBITRARY CREATURES BELIEVE YOU DO Goo%\
COURSE OF ACTION, BUT THAT WOULD BE YOU DO RIGHT' WE WANT BE
SHORT-SIGHTED. IF WE DO NOT GATHER HEARD, BE POWER.
L OURWITS, WEWILL BE CRUSHED. | A
AH AV E SEEN THE ENEMY, ANDH E A7
IS RELENTLESS.

SINCE THE
DAAN OF STORY, WE HAVE 1
LOOKED UPTO YOUR BLOODLINE
FOR LEADERSHIP, LEO. YOU HAVE
v FAILED YOUR ANCESTORS A
TODAY.

A IT SEEMS TOME, ~ YEAH. YOU TRYING
0 CRAVEN KING, THAT WHAT TO SCARE US WITH OUTSIDERS? 7 ~ B
WE NEED IS NOT A BATTLE Y  TAKE a WAK LEO. YOUWANTA PLAN? A
. PLAN BUT A CHANGE OF HERE'S APLAN: QUIT. | GOT HINDREDSOF 1, PERHAPS IT IS TIME FOR .
LEADERSHIP... ENEMIES RIGHT HERE, AND THEY MAKE MY LIFE OURWORLD TO REFLECT THE NATURAL™ B
HELL EVERY DAY, YOU THINK INVADERS ARE SCARY?  ORDER OF THINGS, WITH HUVIANS IN CHARGE.
r .ADWHATBETTERA : ' YOU HAVE TRIED HARD, NOBLE BEAST. BUT
WALK A LEAGUE INMY HOOVES. IF YOUR MODERN .
NIGHT TO RND A NEW WHAT HAVE YOU EVER DONE FOR US? LOOK AT
L STORIES WANTTO MOVE INAND CHANGE ~ A
LEADERTHANANIGHTWHN 1 A~ THINGS, GOOD FOR THEM, | SAY. THIS MOCKERY OF A COURT. WE SIT HERE,

WE ARE ALLPRESENTATA 7| « w I'VE HAD ENOUGH Kk PEACEFUL CITIZENS, SURROUNDED BY ~ A
A~ COUNCIL ROCK? D ' d AVERMIN, MONSTERS, INBECILES AND"f
UTTHROATS.
~ _1coub ~
CUT YOUR THROAT
FOR YOU, IF

fa  YOUD LIKE.



the 7
PARLIAMENT
FORBIDS VIOLENCE
AT COUNCIL

ROCK. ~

IT IS NOT
r YOURPLACETO ~
FORBID VIOLENCE
HERE. THE KING FORBIDS
. VIOLENCE/ POWN, J
n ALL OP YOU/

FORBID
NTIL YOUR EYES ~
BUBBLE, NANPY. WE
BROUGHT SOME GOOP
VIOLENCE WITH US, AND,
WE'RE GOING TO A



somelmn m

CANNEVER BE

SNAKI WOMAN VOI. 3
TRAOI PAPIRBACK

“A kaleidoscopic panorama of pastel
splendor that is drop dead gorgeous...
(:Snake Woman) hits all the right
notes."

-Broken Frontier |

“Solid entertainment... 4% Stars.
— Comixfon.com

“ ...sharp social commentary."
-IGN

ON SALE NOW

VOLUME | f 2 AISO AVAILABLE









GIVE ME
A NAME.



~ I'M NOT ~
DOING THIS FOR
MYSELF/ I'M DOING
~ THIS FOR YOU/
n IP MORE

r POWER WAS WHAT 1 #
WANTED, | COULD FIND
A WAY TO JOIN THE NEW
REGIME AND LEAVE YOU
TO YOUR FATES. BUT
k. THAT IS NOT WHO A
I AM.

I AM THE
HEIR OF PINGALAKfO
LORD OF KATHAGRAHA
AND | MUST DO WHAT
k ISBESTFOR A
n US ALL.

COME, ~
VISHNU. IT IS
TIME. ~

THAT'S NONSENSE,

Y  LEO. IF YOU WERE WILLING

10 GIVE UP POWER, YOU WOULD 1
HAVE SUBMITTED TO THE ENEMY SO
WE COULD HAVE LIVED ON IN PEACE
. AS AVASSAL STATE. IF THERE'S a
N AWARCOMING, ITCANONLY”
mfew BE YOUR FALLT,

ANY OF
r MY ANCESTORS
WOULD HAVE LEAPED
OFF THIS ROCK AND
. SNAPPEDYOUIN
N HALF BY NOW. A

A DO NOT MISTAKE ®

MY TOLERANCE FOR ~
WEAKNESS, SLITHERER.
MY VISION IS TOO VAST

FOR YOU TO UNDERSTAND,
AND NOT JUST BECAUSE

~ MY EYES ARE HIGHER”"

THAN YOURS,

STEP
FORWARD.



w | DO NOT STAND ~
ALONE. MY GENERALS,
WHOM YOU KNOW AND
FEAR, STAND BY ME.
k. AS DOESHB. A

WHO IS THIS
STRIPLING OUTWORLDER?
HOW DARE YOU BRING HM 10
V  OUR SACRED PLACE? A

THIS IS NO
OUTSIDER.

r THISIS ~
VISHNU SHARMA,
OUR GUARDIAN
~AND SAVIOURA"

r THE GUARDIAN...

A NBW GUARDIAN?
THE BLOODLINE HAS
S. NOT FAILED?

NO. AND THOUGH
V' HE IS OF TENDER YEAR® ~
AND A STRANGER 10 OUR LANDS
AND OUR STORIES, HE IS WLLING
TO HELP US, TO STAND WITH US
AGAINST THE TIDES OF DOOM,
TO DEFEND STRANGERS SIMPLY .
~ BECAUSE IT IS THE RIGHT #
THING TO DO. il



WHENI FIRSTMET ~ 1
r HM I CONFESS | THOUGHT |
HE WAS NOT WORTHY OF THE
HONOUR. BUT NOW, | ADMIT | WAS
WRONG. HE CHOSBTO COME TO
US INOUR DARKEST HOUR, AND IT
IS Hif THAT ARE NOT WORTHY A
OF HIS BENEVOLENCE. #

N

ENOUGH, ~
LEO. YOU SHAME
us. n

WELCOME TO
r OUR WORLD, VISH\U 1
SHARMA, GUARDIAN AND
SAVIOUR. YOU BRING
V US HOPE INBLEAK A
n TIMES.

HIS BLOOD ~
RUNS TRUE, THEN. I'VE
FORGOTTEN HOW MUCH
I OWE THE LAST
GUARDIAN.  -A






WHAT? WHY
ARE YOU STILL

V  HERB? *

TELL US OF THE

ENEMY, GUARDIAN/ SHOW US ~

WHAT WE MUST DO/ WITH YOU BY

.OUR KING'S SIDE, SURELY WE a
» _ SHALL NOT FAIL'

LEMMIN(3S.
A HEY, NINA n

HEADS. HAVENT

SEEN THESE IN ~

" a WHILE THpY
STILL MAKE

NEANDERTHAL

NINA? ~
N SHADOW/ ~

SHADOW/ HERE/
A HERE/ A
> JACK/ A
JACK/ KILL'
A UKILL



~ HELLO, ~
LOVE. WHY ARE

YOU POINTING THAT

W THING AT ME? #

r I'VE BETRAYED ~
YOU ALL HUNDREDS OF
TIMES. BUT I CONFESS,
I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT
YOU'RE GOING ON v
ABOUT NOW.

TALK ABOUT ~
GIVING A DOG A
~ BAD NAME. *

INDEED? AND
WHAT GAME ARE
YOU TALKING

fe  ABOUT? #

YOU HAVE LED
r the enemy to our
WORLD, USING THE CHILDREN,
KAVA AND VISHNU TO COVER
YOUR TRACKS, TO FULFILL YOUR
k ANCIENT AMBITION OF A
RULING THIS WORLD,

N



HOW I WMH IT "

g TT WERE THAT SIMPLE. OH, BANDRA.
AND | THOUGHT WE WERE GETTING
ALONG 6O W ELLAAN

A~~~ D O TELL ME
r SOMETHINGHS THIS
ACCUSATION ON THE BASIS W
OF WHAT THESE LOVELY LADIES S K U
JUST TOLD YOU, OR IS THERE M.
1 ~ SOMETHING ELSE?

I COULD POINT

wr OUT TO YOU THAT, WITH A ~
" SINGLE LEAP, | COULD TAKE
YOUR CROSSBOWS AND SHOOT

WELL, |~ "JACK,

THINK THEY SAID y  SHADOW, HERE, 1

ENOUGH, DIDNT

N

KILL" PERHAPS |
SHOULD FOLLOW THEIR
L INSTRUCTIONS. A

THEY? ~

DID IT OCCUR TO YOU
THAT THE TESTIMONY OF
A SEVERED ROBOT HEAD
v MIGHT BE FAULTY OR A
n INCOMPLETE?

~ HAND ME

THOSE/ CAN'T HAVE

r THESE ARE EARLY NINr »

MODELS. YOU'VE NOT BEEN

AROUND LONG ENOUGH TO

L KNOW HOW THEY WORK "
HAVE YOU?

YOU TAMPERING WITH

W  EVIDENCE.

ALSO, YOU

DON'T KNOW WHAT

YOU WHILE YOU TINKERED WITH  YOU'RE DOING. RECONNECT

YOUR PRECIOUS EVIDENCE.

~ GOOD GIRL

NOW LET'S SEE WHAT

THEY WERE REALLY
SAYING...

w JACK UP YOUR™
WORKOUTS AND KILL
THAT EXTRA FLAB/'

THE 6/LVER WIRES.

HOW SILLY DO
YOU FEEL RIGHT
n NOW?



"A G HOUWLISHILY

O000 Time."

-The Nm York

Post-Mortcm

LiA W E T TO TH €
UNOTCADPO TO
B R IN G L ife B A C K

TO BHOAOW AY. .7

- fire Ncthcrworld
RcPO*TER J



| DID NOT

r Tea YOUTHIS, VISHNU A*
PUT we HAVE MET BEFORE. fH
YOUR GRANDFATHER ONCE =
BROUGHT YOU HERE. A
n YOU WERE JUST
"fe"ABABY.

\Y

HETOLD ™
ME YOU WOULD ONE
DAY GROW UP TO BE
TWICE THE GUARDIAN

HE WAS. ~

NONSENSE. YOUR GRANDFATHER ~ V

LOOK, YOU GUYS ARE
EXAGGERATING. I'M NO HERO. ~* 8

HOW %&%EYOUR 1 r  AND MY GRANDFATHER WAS A GREAT 1
GRANDFEATHER WOULD GUY, SURE, BUT IP YOU THINK ABOUT T,

. HAVEBEEN OF A
A YOU TODAY. ~

YOU GUYS PROBABLY SAVED YOURSELVES
FROM ANY TROUBLE YOU GOT INTO-I'VE
k SEEN THE POWERS YOU HAVE. ALL YOU A
AN EED TO DO IS STOP BICKERING
ANMW ITH ONE ANOTHER.

Yyou A
m  DONT NEED ME, |
REALLY. ~

WAS THE BRAVEST MAN AND FINEST =
GUARDIAN | HAVE EVER VET. ATRUE =
MAN OF RESPECT. THE MERE MENTION
k OF HMCAN STOP ANY DISPUTE,

r you *
LISTEN, YOUNG
MAN. LISTEN
+JO THfS/A

MEND ANY BREACH HERE

SI1”~IN ourworld.

NOWTHAT YO U MV
ARE HERE, | FORMALLY”
DECLARE A COMPLETE
AMNESTY. THE CROWS
m. ARE NOW AT PEACE WITH
THE OWLS, AND SWEARA

WHEN | GWOW
UP, I WANNA BE
LIKE YOU AND SAVE
N EVWYTHING. ~

FEALTY TO YOU.

NO, LISTEN-

CASE CLOSED.
NOW TELL US WHAT
WE MUST DO. >



N

LEO..WE

NEED TO LMAVB.
\Pi BB

A \'r v ? 2

P "\\ n
Ei

VISHNU?

ND,
you HAVE TO
trust TIT\E.A

OH, DAMN
AT ALL'
DO. DESPITE
APPEARANCES,
WE'RE ALL FAMILY
n HERE. A
| ALMOST LED
YOUR ENEMIES M
A HEGE® A
w/rK TN i#so,
SO SORRY.






r MY GRANDFATHER #

NEVER TOLP ME
CLEARLY WHAT HE PIP. |

ANP HE
GUESS HE THOUGHT |
. WASTOO YOUNGTO a WAS RIGHT.
A UNPERSTANP.

r | ALMOST -~
MAPE A TERRIBLE
MISTAKE ANP GOT
.YOU ALL KILLEP..

BUT NOW,
| PLEPGE TO HELP \
YOU THROUGH YOUR
TROUBLES. WHATEVER
n THE COST. I'MREAPY
TO BE THE GUARPIAN I 7
NEEP TO BE. ANP | KNOWWHO
93f YOUR ENEMIES ARE, ANP WHAT YOU
] NEEP TO PO. I'M FINALLY SURE
I CAN BE WORTHY OF ALL
THE TRUST ANP HONOR A
YOU'VE GIVEN ME






Comic books will always be printed on paper. If you
don’t feel the pages in your hands, suffer the
occasional paper cut, or tremble at the prospect of
some idiot dog-earing your precious copy of
Shadow Hunter #1, then you aren’t getting the
unique experience of the comic book reader. This is
not a purist’s point-of-view... this is reality. Whereas
movies might be shifting away from their celluloid
origins towards an exclusively digital format, the
physical experience of watching a film will remain
the same. A digital movie will still be a movie, but a
digital comic is nothing like a printed one... and
that’s pretty exciting!

The digital landscape has provided extraordinary
opportunities in the evolution of the comic book,
Creators that don’'t have publishing deals can now
bring their stories to the masses in ways that would
have been impossible in the pre-internet age. But
this evolution of technology isn’t just about a new
distribution method. The digital platform provides
an entirely new way to experience visual
storytelling. And you’d better believe that Virgin
Comics will be at the forefront of this exciting new
movement.

One way we’ve embraced this platform is with the
introduction of Virgin Comics’ Widescreen Digital
Comics, in which the panels of our stories are
reformatted into a widescreen aspect ratio, creating
a unique and dynamic viewing experience that is
unlike anything that can be printed on paper. Each
frame exists within its own context so the viewer is
completely in the moment with the character— no
skipping ahead or knowing what the outcome will
be because it’s at the bottom of the page.

We’ll also be experimenting with other formats. In
some cases, the layout might resemble a traditional
comic page, but with the addition of special bonus
features that you can access on the spot. And did
we mention that the colors look amazing?!

Sometimes a story comes along that begs to be
born digitally. For us, that story is The Econauts.
After all, how can a series about eco-friendly
teenagers not exist on-line? Focusing on a group of
ecologically aware kids, The Econauts chronicles
their adventures as they fight crimes against the
environment by taking down the greedy perpetrators,

Led by the mysterious, orphaned Ayanara Ashworth,
the team is made up of a secret global group of her
classmates from the posh Sawhill Academy:
daredevil and heartthrob Raju Kang; thieving
wild-child Keiko Oshima; master-of-disguise
Terrence “Tweaker” Thomas; and Mohammed Nabu,
the tech genius without whom they’d all be
grounded. After a train crash in Latin America
releases a dangerous pesticide, the Econauts must
draw upon all their abilities to track down the
ruthless corporation behind the toxic spill. But as
the team begins to uncover the dirty secrets of
Mason Morningstar’'s corporate and political
dealings, Ayanara must risk her own life in order to
put Morningstar’s wrongs to right. There’s intrigue,
disguise, espionage, and it’s all for the best cause
we can think of: saving the world... literally!

Each new chapter of The Econauts will be posted
regularly at www.theeconauts.com and you can
start checking it out now. But the story doesn’t end
there. | guess we are comic book purists at heart,
because we just can’t resist putting out a printed
version of The Econauts as well. Staying true to our
characters’ eco-friendly ways, the comic will be
printed on recycled paper. It's a first for us and
exciting for the comics industry at large. Look for
the first graphic novel in comic shops or at
www.virgincomicsstore.com on April 16th, just in
time for Earth Day!

So check us out on-line and in your local comic
shop. The digital revolution starts here!

geﬁyou—oﬁthe inside...

Gotham Chopra
Editor-In-Chief


http://www.theeconauts.com
http://www.virgincomicsstore.com

L Strategist, feam Leader

Orphaned when her eco-scientist parents disappeared,

Ayanara uses her hefty trust fund to finance The Ecanauts’
covert missions.

Daredevil, Heartthi
An extreme-sport enthusiast, Rajus fearlessness is matched

only by his need for adventure.

Farmer Thief, Wlld-Chlld

An ex-reform school student, Heiko has turned her life around

and now uses her special shills to help important causes, not
Just herself.

Resident Theh Berth
Every team needs a computer expert that can had* into any
secure site in the world, and there is nobody more tech-savvy

than Nabu.

Master or Disguise, Multi-Ungual

Raised by renegade eco-activists. Tweaker is the real

heart of The Ecanauts and would literally do anything to
protect the planet.



A covert group of gifted teenagers flghts
crimes sgsinst the environment by
exposing the greedy perpetrators. They
are THE ECONAUTS, the planet's new

. protectors!
Chapter i Chapter2 Chapter3 Chapter4
3/24/06 3/26/08 3/31/08 4/2/08

MEET THE ECONAUTS

Terrence Tweaker*
Thomas :

If our group needs
to be reminded of

the whole point..

NEXT I138UE

Ayanara
0es
undercover
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“Encoded into the stories of the divine Pantheon of India are some of the
most primal stories ever told. They chronicle our greatest aspirations,
our darkest fears, and our collective experience as aspecies”

* -DEEPAK CHOPRA

DEEPAK CHOPRA nBtnnTn"fU .

“TRUE MYTHIC WONDER...
5 OUT OF 5 STARS."
- Comiccritique.com

“A THOUGHTFUL APPROACH TO
SUBJECTS RARELY BROACHED
IN COMICS."

—Comixfan.com

MSTRANGE AND MAGICAL
AND MOVING."

—Mike Carey V

(Author Of X Men, Voodoo Chi

MA BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED
GRAPHIC NOVEL.. A MUST READ.
AND A COLLECTOR’S ITEM."
—Desicritics.com






