Road Show ExcerptsPRIVATE 

The First Transcendental Exposition

transcribed by Dasarath Suta dasa

play and performance at the Syrian Mosque Theater

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  September 8, 1972

in the presence of Srila Prabhupada


*     *     *

[Prabhupada arrives as devotees sing the rock'n'roll Jagat-Guru song. Then His Divine Grace mounts the Vyasasana onstage and gives lecture on Bhagavad-Gita 2.13, as transcribed in the Gita Lectures book, Volume I, page 594]

Prabhupada: So what is the program?

Vishnujana Swami: If you like...

Prabhupada: Where is Pradyumna? Yes. Read dehino 'smin yatha dehe from Bhagavad‑Gita. Hare Krishna.... [commences with lecture to audience]

[end of lecture] ...Therefore we are trying to spread this Krishna consciousness movement for total benefit of the human society. We request the intelligent persons, especially the student community, to join this movement, to try to understand scientifically what is this movement. We have got many books, at least two dozen books, big, big, voluminous. So you can read them, you can try to understand this movement, and join with us. Thank you very much. Hare Krishna.

Vishnujana: Srila Prabhupada, there's a seat for you here, you can watch.

[Prabhupada then retires to his front-row seat with several disciples and watches the play. After a musical fanfare by the devotee band:]

VJS:  Actually, we are not musicians, nor are we actors. This is really us: we're devotees of Krishna, and you should consider that we are your well-wishers. And the reason why you're so dear to us, all of you, never mind  black, white, Christian, Jew, young or old, man or woman, or pretty or ugly  the reason you are all dear to us is because you are all dear to our Master. Jagat-guru means the Master of everyone. Not a sectarian teacher, someone who teaches a message just for a separate class of people, but someone who's teaching you love. Love is the religion that can never be changed. Christian or Hindu or Jew, that can be changed, but love and devotion, that religion of service to the Supreme, that can never be changed. You are the bride and He is the your King  Krishna, the Supreme. An ever-blissful youth always playing upon His flute. He's not an old man with a beard  He is an ever-blissful fountain of youth whom everyone has been searching for. Krishna!

[devotee plays flute; then musical arrangement begins with a verse sung by VJS:]



Hey Krishna! let us love You!



Hey Krishna! let us serve You!



Hey Krishna! let us feel You!

[interlude continues with the song Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead]


Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead



source of all that be


the embodiment of bliss



destination of the pure devotee


He's the all-pervading truth



eternally existing youth


He has come to take you home



Yes He's come to take you home


and of the splendid He is splendor



He is victory and adventure


He's the good quality in all superior men



and of creation He's the beginning and end

Krishna!


Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead



and of the senses He's your mind


among men He is the monarch



and of subduers He is time


and He's the master of all mystics



the goal of the annihilistics


who terrify the earth



and He's come and He's taken birth


in the sound of His holy name



the Lord and His name are the same


that's the nature of the absolute



and He's come to give His truth



and He comes to give His truth

VJS:  The all-attractive one! Krishna the Supreme 

devotees:  [all loudly sing:] Personality of Godhead!

VJS:  But Krishna is never alone. You'll never see that Krishna is by Himself. Because Krishna has the tendency to enjoy, therefore He has expanded into myriad living beings, just like you and I. Just as the father extends himself by his sons in order to enjoy his family life, so the Supreme Living Father, Krishna, has expanded by His own personal energy unlimited numbers of living beings that are all meant to associate with Him in love and bliss.

   Now, you may wonder what type of land or world Krishna lives in, and even though Krishna was only recently on this planet 5000 years ago, and even 500 years ago, those places wherever Krishna appears, even in this theater, are as good as that magnificent world you've been seeing in some of the slides. That magnificent world is called Vrindavan or Vaikuntha. It means a place where there's no anxiety. Where no one is troubled by birth or death or old age or disease. Where all the relationships between mother and son, friend and friend, lover and lover  they last forever. This is called Vrindavan, where all our desires can be fulfilled; all our desires can be fulfilled.

[music arises as devotee actors come parading out]

VJS:  Here they come now  the residents of Vrindavan! Just see the cowherd boys, the cowherd girls, and listen to them singing in the ancient Sanskrit language, the spiritual language of love! [he sings:]

Jaya Radha-Madhava Kunja Bihari

Gopi-Jana-Vallabha Giri-Vara-Dhari

Yashoda-Nandana Gopi-Jana-Ranjana

Yamuna-Tira-Vana-Chari

[music dies down and slowly stops as a devotee dressed as the karmi character Ringer enters]

VJS:  Krishna! Just see who's wandered in, looking for something else. Hare Krishna! Welcome! Wait a minute, wait a minute, wait a minute. Don't be afraid. I just got through telling all these nice people that we're your well-wishers, and even if by accident, you've wandered into the most wonderful place where all your desires can be fulfilled  Vrindavan!

Ringer:  All my desires fulfilled? I've heard that one before! Look I've been all around this world, man, and nobody satisfies nobody's desires  ever!

VJS:  But you come from out there  you come from the world of the cheater and the cheated. Where everyone's so-called satisfaction of others is only for their personal gratification.

Ringer:  So what are you saying that's so different?
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VJS:  We're not saying that we can satisfy your desires; we're saying that Krishna, the one who's been with you, within your heart, birth after birth, can satisfy all your desires.

Ringer:  Krishna? I never heard of the dude!

VJS:  Krishna's not a dude  He's the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Ringer:  And you know him? Ringer doesn't understand that one at all!

VJS:  What does a person like you understand?

Ringer:  What do I understand? Well, many things  but most of all, Ringer understands that wherever Ringer's at, that's where it's at!

[music starts up]

VJS:  That's maya!

[musical interlude  Ringer sings a song glorifying himself!]


the eagle flies across the sky



and great waves rise with raging tides


so I hope you all will understand



just what I have come to be


so when you do you'll know for sure



that Ringer's a natural man


it's got to be me!

[music stops as two characters enter  Ringer's two karmi friends:]

friend 1: Wow! I'm really gettin' off on this `red', Mingo!

friend 2: Ha ha, me too, Dexie, me too!

friend 1: Hey, where's Ringer? He shoulda been here hours ago!

friend 2: I don't know, Dexie, I don't know!

friends 1 & 2: Hey Ringer! Ringer! Ringer! Ha, ha, ha, hey Ringer!

VJS:  Ringer's mine! By so much bad association, he can't keep his consciousness fixed on Krishna, not even a moment. Whenever he learns just a little bit about himself, immediately his mind and senses overcome him and he becomes dragged down to simply the bodily platform of false ego, thinking himself the center of the universe, thinking himself the one who can satisfy his desires. But 

actually he's dependent upon so many things  drugs, fancy clothes, how he's impressing girls with his hair, hat, etc. Ringer's so free, but so bound up. 

Let's see if we can wake him up a little bit.

Hare Krishna! Hare Krishna! What's wrong? What's the matter?

Ringer:  I feel uncomfortable around you! Listen, I've got to go to my friends. My friends are waiting for me.

VJS:  Wait a minute!

Ringer:  What do you want with me? Why are you in my life?

VJS:  Wait a minute! Wait a minute! Tonight when you crossed through that door, you crossed through the door of separation, which usually hides your eyes from this transcendental land. Where all the walking is dancing, where all the 

speech is song. You've walked into an atmosphere which is surcharged with love, Ringer. And even though you certainly can't stay here like that, with that consciousness, while you're here why don't you get a little taste of Vrindavan? Look! Look! Just look what's going on in this land!

Ringer:  What's he doing?

VJS:  This boy is stringing a garland for Krishna. He takes flowers and leaves, and he strings them, singing Krishna's name.

Ringer:  How about them over there? What are they doing?

VJS:  These girls are cooking simple grains and fruit, and vegetables and milk products, and they're making something called prasadam, spiritual food. Food that's offered to Krishna. Right there, you see?

Ringer:  That is  who?

VJS:  That is Krishna. Krishna and Radharani. This is the Divine Couple. Just like beyond that door everything is in couples. Human beings are always in couples, male and female. The dogs and cats are always in couples. Why? Because the source of all these perverted couples, that die today or tomorrow, is Radha and Krishna, the Divine Couple. The center of Vrindavan! Isn't it exciting? They 

don't get old. They don't get diseased. They don't die. They stay blissful, forever!

Ringer:  What is the name of this place?

VJS:  Vrindavan!

Ringer:  Vrindavan!

VJS:  Very good! Come in and look. Come in and look. That's it!

[music starts up as Maharaja sings:]


Glad you've come our way



into Vrindavan, this land Vrindavan!


Sadness can't remain



here in Vrindavan, this land Vrindavan!


Where all the trees, the birds and the flowers



call on Krishna's name!


And every pleasant breeze and aroma



speak of Krishna's fame!


And by His flute, He'll enter your heart



and fill your days, eternally, with wonder


Transcendent delight! Come on!


Come along and dance



please throw away all your cares! Get your love for Krishna!


Come along and sing



please raise your arms in the air!

Vrindavan! Where all the walking is dancing, and all the speech is song!


A thousand glimmering suns



still couldn't tell of the gemlike spell of


this timeless land of love



inside a whorl, a lotus swirl


Desire-trees so anxious to please you



bring forth every fruit


So everyone can offer to Krishna



what a nice pursuit!


And by His flute, He'll enter your heart



and fill your days, eternally, with wonder


Transcendent delight! Come on!


Come along and dance



please throw away all your cares! Like this!


Come along and sing



please raise your arms in the air!

Get your love for Krishna! It's bliss!

Just see how happy they are  dancing for Krishna! Giving their love to Krishna! This is where your desires could be fulfilled!


Vrindavan land does teach



us all of giving, the art of giving


In perfect harmony



we'll work together, Krishna's the center


And all our days we'll dance and be churning



butter for the King


And even the cows will peacefully yield



their milk abundantly


And by His flute, He'll enter your heart



and fill your days, eternally, with wonder


Transcendent delight! Come on!


Come along and dance



please throw away all your cares! Get your love for Krishna!


Come along and sing



please raise your arms in the air! Back to home!!!

[music continues droning and building up under the following conversations:]

karmi friends 1 & 2: Hey Ringer! Hey Ringer! Ringer!

VJS:  Wait a minute! I know you must go. I know you can't stay, but before your mind drags you away again, why don't you let me teach you just one thing? Sit down, please sit down.

Ringer:  What is it? My friends!

VJS:  I know your friends are calling you back to the world of the cheater and the cheated. But before you go, I want to teach you  if you ever want to come back to this wonderful land of Vrindavan, how you can get here. This is called meditation, Ringer. Yoga. Yoga means union with the Supreme. And meditation means to concentrate all your energy, all your thoughts, all your activities 

on the central point  Krishna.

Ringer:  What?

VJS:  You've got this human body! Just see  you can inquire, What am I? What is God? Why am I suffering? You don't see the animals walking in here and inquiring. That's what makes you different. You have intelligence to reach 

beyond the limitations of your senses and mind. You can inquire! Therefore your body is a very good ship, and all you need is a very good captain, a Spiritual Master, and he'll give you a wave of sound. A wave of sound that will purify your mind and take you back to the wonderful land of Vrindavan! If ever you want to come back, you can use this sound!

[music gets louder as Maharaja sings:]


You've got a good ship



You've got a good captain


You've got a wave of sound



Now we're homeward bound  Everyone sing!


You've got a good ship



You've got a good captain


You've got a wave of sound



Now we're homeward bound

Give all your energy! Everyone stand up for a minute! Try to give all your energy! Everyone stand up! Everyone just stand up! Raise your arms in the air like this! Feel free! Raise your arms! That's it! Everyone! That's beautiful! 

Now watch  look up there! [he points to big maha-mantra banner] Say after me 

Hare (Hare) Krishna (Krishna)

Hare (Hare) Krishna (Krishna)

Krishna (Krishna) Krishna (Krishna)

Hare (Hare) Hare (Hare) 

Hare (Hare) Rama (Rama)

Hare (Hare) Rama (Rama)

Rama (Rama) Rama (Rama)

Hare (Hare) Hare (Hare)

EVERYONE!!!

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare!

Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare!

Ringer:  This is wonderful! What is this?! [he joins in the chanting]

[ecstatic rock 'n roll kirtan continues for a while... and then the play 

proceeds...]


*     *     *









