Sanatana Goswami And The Process Of DevotionPRIVATE 

from Sri Chaitanya-Charitamrita, Madhya-lila Chapters 19 & 20

*    *    *    *    *

CAST:
Sanatana Goswami, Hussain Shah, Brahmana, Ishana, Lord Chaitanya, Sri Kanta, Chandrashekhara, Jailer, Guard, Innkeeper, Palmist, Washerwoman.
Narrator:
Let us offer our respectful obeisances unto Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who possesses unlimited, wonderful opulences. By His mercy, even a person born as the lowest of men can spread the science of devotional service. All glories to Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu! All glories to Prabhu Nityananda! All glories to all the devotees of the Lord!





Srila Sanatana Goswami, the elder brother of Srila Rupa Goswami, was a most important minister in the government of Hussain Shah, the ruler of Bengal, and was considered a great scholar. Sanatana possessed all the opulences of a royal position, but he gave up everything just to accept the youthful goddess of renunciation. He is the object of pleasure for the devotees who know the science of devotional service. Please hear with faith and love this pastime of Lord Chaitanya's mercy upon Sanatana Goswami. When one hears these topics, one's heart will be cleansed of all contamination.


SCENE ONE


Sanatana's home

Sanatana:
My dear brahmana, you are so kind to come to my home today. Please, for my benefit, speak on Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Brahmana:
nasta-prayesv abhadresu nityam bhagavata sevaya / bhagavaty uttama-sloke bhaktir bhavati naisthiki 

 By regularly hearing the Bhagavatam and by rendering service to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is practically destroyed, and loving service unto the Personality of Godhead, who is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an irrevocable fact.

                       So, one interested in spiritual life must not only approach the book Bhagavata, but he must also approach the person Bhagavata. One who has never received the dust of the feet of a pure devotee upon his head is certainly a dead body.

Sanatana:
Lord Chaitanya said that a person who comes in contact with a bona fide spiritual master is very fortunate.

Brahmana:
Yes, one who is serious about spiritual life is given the intelligence to approach a spiritual master, by the grace of Krishna. And by the grace of the spiritual master, one becomes advanced in Krishna Consciousness.

Ishana:


Hussain Shah, the Nawab of Bengal, is here to see you.

Hussain:

O my most brilliant gem, how have you been keeping yourself?

Sanatana:
Please sit down and accept some fruit.

Hussain:

Yesterday, I sent my doctor to see you, and he reported to me that you are not ill. As far as he could see, you are completely healthy. So, when will you return to your office at the royal court?

Sanatana:
I'm not returning at all.

Hussain:

Just see how he jokes with me to give pain to my heart! I am depending on you to carry out so many of my activities, but you have given up your governmental duty to sit at home all day. Come now  what is your intention? Please tell me frankly.

Sanatana:
You can no longer expect any service from me. Please arrange for someone else to tend to the management.

Hussain:

My brother, I am always busy attacking other states and fighting everywhere. It gives me great pleasure to bring back riches to fill my coffers. And while I am engaged in this business, you, my brother, should look after the state management! If you do not, how will things continue?

Sanatana:
You are the supreme ruler of Bengal and are completely independent. If you think that I'm at fault, then you must act accordingly.

Hussain:

Enough! Guard! Guard, arrest him! Even though you are of Hindu birth, your logic, your boldness and your wit captured my heart and I knew, upon our first meeting, that your talents were meant for a higher purpose. So, I took you into my court and accepted you as my younger brother! But now, on the pretext of bad health, you have avoided your service. Instead, you have fallen in with these readers of fables, these parasites of your society, who go by the name of brahmanas! Whatever advancement you have made at my royal court, you are casting aside without a second thought! Like a man possessed, you are accepting day as night and night as day! How it pains me to see you in this abominable condition! Take him away! (exits)


SCENE TWO


Jail cell

Ishana:


Sanatana...

Sanatana:
Ishana, what are you doing here?

Ishana:


I have a letter from your brother, Rupa. He has also left this for you. (gives him letter and 2 sacks of coins) I must go now.

Sanatana:
Surely, there is news of Lord Chaitanya! (reads the letter)

Jailer:


This way, my lord  he's in the last cell. (Sanatana quickly lays down. Jailer enters with Hussain Shah and says to Sanatana) Come on, come on! Get up and greet your illustrious visitor, Hussain Shah.

Hussain:

So, how do you like prison life?

Sanatana:
This entire world is a prison. Some are shackled with iron chains, and some with gold and jewels.

Hussain:

I see that this week of confinement has not disturbed your humor. I am here to give you another chance. I don't know if any news creeps into these cells, but perhaps you've heard  today I'll be off to attack Orissa, and I wish you to come along on this campaign.

Sanatana:
You are going to Orissa to give pain to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. For this reason, I am powerless to go with you.

Hussain:

So be it. Jailer, shut the door.

Jailer:


Yes, my lord. (they exit)

Sanatana:
(reads) Lord Chaitanya is no longer in Jagannath Puri but has already departed for Vrindavan. Anupama and myself are leaving immediately to join Him, and you must get released and come to meet us. I have left you 10,000 coins. Use them to get out of prison. Somehow or other, get yourself released and come to Vrindavan.





Such wonders can only be accomplished by the mercy of Lord Chaitanya! Now I must act with due haste! Jailer! Jailer!

Jailer:


Yes?

Sanatana:
May I trouble you for a moment?

Jailer:


What is it you want? Water... something to eat... a blanket? I'll try to help you in any way you ask.

Sanatana:
My dear sir, you are a saintly person, a compassionate person. You are very fortunate and you have full knowledge of the revealed scriptures. In the Vedas it is stated: If one releases a conditioned soul or an imprisoned person, according to religious principles, he himself is also released from material bondage by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. I've done a lot for you in the past. Now I am in difficulty. Please get me out of here.

Jailer:


No, no, I'm sorry. I can't do that.

Sanatana:
Wait, look here  here is 5,000 gold coins! Please accept them. By releasing me, you will receive the results of pious activities and become a rich man as well.

Jailer:


I am willing to release you... but I'm afraid. The Shah will cut off my head!

Sanatana:
There is no danger. The Nawab has gone south. If he returns, tell him that Sanatana went to pass stool near the bank of the Ganges and when he saw the Ganges, he jumped in. Tell him, I looked for a long time but could find no trace of him. He jumped in with his shackles and therefore he drowned and was washed away by the waves. There is no reason to be afraid, for I shall not remain in this country. I shall become a mendicant and go to the holy city of Mecca.

Jailer:


Well... I don't know...

Sanatana:
(shows second bag of coins) I was going to save this, but I want you to have it all.

Jailer:


Allah be praised! Allah be praised! Alright, but quick! Get underway before dawn breaks. (unlocks shackles) Come on, let's go!


SCENE THREE


The Inn

Sanatana:
Ishana, here's the inn we were told about.

Innkeeper:
Come in! Come in! This abode is a shelter for weary travellers such as yourselves! Sit down and take some drink!

Palmist:

Your hand  it is the hand of a gentleman who has no business in the forest!

Sanatana:
My servant and I are making our way through the forest, but not without great difficulty.

Palmist:

You are very determined. I am certain that you will reach your destination.

Sanatana:
Only by the grace of Lord Chaitanya.

Palmist:

I must say, you do have an unusual palm! It has been my pleasure to meet you! (goes over to Innkeeper)

Innkeeper:
So what do you have to tell?

Palmist:

This man is most extraordinary! He has great spiritual attributes!

Innkeeper:
Yes, yes, but how much money does he have?

Palmist:

He possesses eight gold coins.

Innkeeper:
   Eight gold coins! Tonight, I'll lead them down some obscure path. My man will be waiting and then... (takes out knife and holds it to his neck. Then he addresses Sanatana) Well, gentlemen, I understand you're having some difficulty in your journey. Don't worry! I will help you out of this jungle this very evening. In the meantime, make yourselves at home. Eat, drink... you are my honored guests. I'll get a room ready for you!

Sanatana:
You are very kind. (Innkeeper exits)

Ishana:


This is a stroke of good fortune!

Sanatana:
Ishana, do you understand the nature of diplomacy?

Ishana:


What do you mean?

Sanatana:
This man is offering us such respect  that means he wants something.

Ishana:


But master, what could it be?

Sanatana:
Well, I have nothing. I think you have some valuables with you.

Ishana:


Well, I... uh... I have seven gold coins.

Sanatana:
Why have you brought this death knell with you? Give them to me.

Innkeeper:
Your room is ready.

Sanatana:
You are very kind. I must repay you for all your help. Here, take these gold coins and get me through the jungle. I'm a prisoner of the government and I can't go along the common road.

Innkeeper:
I knew you had the coins and on this very night I would have killed you for them! It is very good that you have offered them to me. I am now relieved from sinful activity.

Sanatana:
Will you still help me?

Innkeeper:
Of course, of course! I won't even accept these gold coins, but I shall get you through the jungle simply to perform a pious activity.

Sanatana:
If you do not accept these coins then someone else will kill me for them. You keep them.

Innkeeper:
In this world there is danger at every step. We must accept that fact. But you should not be deterred in enjoying what is yours.

Sanatana:
Nothing is mine. Everything in this universe is owned by the Lord. One should therefore accept only those things which are necessary and nothing else. So you keep the coins. I am on my way to see Lord Chaitanya and I have no need for such things.

Innkeeper:
That you have come to my inn, is truly a benediction. Alright then, come!

Sanatana:
Ishana, I know that you have another gold coin. Keep it and return home. (Ishana exits) At the court of Hussain Shah I had so much material wealth, social position, good education, friends and servants, but I can see now that these were all impediments to my spiritual life. Now I am free. My only desire is to surrender at the lotus feet of Lord Chaitanya. I only want His causeless devotional service in my life birth after birth.


SCENE FOUR


Jajipur

Sri Kanta:
Sanatana!

Sanatana:
Yes. Who is it?

Sri Kanta:
It is I, your brother-in-law, Sri Kanta. And what brings you to Hajipur, looking like a mendicant?

Sanatana:
Sri Krishna is directing the wanderings of all living entities.

Sri Kanta:
Sanatana, please tell me why you are not at the court of Hussain Shah?

Sanatana:
He has become displeased with me because I am no longer interested in serving him.

Sri Kanta:
Sanatana, what are you saying? Certainly he treated you with the respect and affection one has for a brother.

Sanatana:
Yes, and when I would no longer lend my support to his nefarious plans, he threw me in prison. Such is the way of relationships based on sense gratification. When there is some discord, then it is finished. All relationships are like that... except for one  the relationship between the spiritual master and his disciple.

Sri Kanta:
But to leave the royal court  this is rash behavior! Perhaps it was the daily pressure of your governmental duties. Please think it over.

Sanatana:
I have thought it over quite well and I am on my way to serve my spiritual master.

Sri Kanta:
Stay with me for a few days. Now, get rid of these dirty clothes and dress like a gentleman. I will get you everything you need.

Sanatana:
You come like a ghost in the night to lure me back to those things which I have given up. I won't stay here for another minute.

Sri Kanta:
Sanatana...

Sanatana:
If you really want to help me, then please get me across the Ganges.

Sri Kanta:
Of course I will help you. Here, at least take this blanket. It's a chilly night. (Sri Kanta gives Sanatana a fancy blanket, and they exit)


SCENE FIVE


Chandrashekhara's house

Lord Chaitanya:
The Vedic literatures explain that Krishna is the central point of attraction, and His service should be our only activity. To attain the platform of love of Krishna is life's ultimate goal. Therefore, Krishna, Krishna's service and love of Krishna are the three great riches of life.

Chandrashekhara:
But the flowery language of the Vedas gives way to so much interpretation and speculation. Therefore, to perfect one's life is a very difficult task, isn't it?

Lord Chaitanya:
Whether one accepts Vedic literature, directly or indirectly, ultimately all knowledge points to Lord Krishna. Then, when complete knowledge of Him is realized, the bondage of Maya, the illusory energy, is broken. Chandrashekhara Prabhu?

Chandrashekhara:
Yes, my Lord?

Lord Chaitanya:
There is a devotee at your door. Please call him in.

Chandrashekhara:
I don't see any devotee, my Lord.

Lord Chaitanya:
Is there anyone at your door at all?

Chandrashekhara:
Just some Muslim mendicant.

Lord Chaitanya:
Please bring him in.

Chandrashekhara:
Daravesh, please come in. Lord Chaitanya is calling you. (he comes in and Lord Chaitanya embraces him) This is extraordinary!

Sanatana:
O my Lord, do not touch me.

Lord Chaitanya:
I am touching you just to purify Myself because by the force of your devotional service you can purify the whole universe! My dear Vaishnava, seeing a person like you is the perfection of the one's eyesight. Touching your lotus feet is the perfection of the sense of touch. Glorifying your good qualities is the tongue's real activity. In this world it is very difficult to find a pure devotee of the Lord.

Sanatana:
My dear Lord, please do not speak like this. I am most fallen. For so many years I have been in the service of meat eaters...

Lord Chaitanya:
Krishna is very merciful and He is the deliverer of all fallen souls. My dear Sanatana, Krishna has saved you from life's deepest hell! He is an ocean of mercy!

Sanatana:
I do not know who Krishna is. By Your mercy only have I been released from Maya's clutches.

Lord Chaitanya:
You must tell Me about your escape from prison! I met your brother, Rupa, at Prayag. He told Me that he had put aside a large sum of money for your release. He and Anupama have already gone to Vrindavan. As for now, I want you to go and shave. Chandrashekhara Prabhu!

Chandrashekhara:
Yes, my Lord?

Lord Chaitanya:
Make Sanatana gentle. Show him where to bathe. Get him some new garments and then bring him some prasadam.
Chandrashekhara:
Yes, my Lord!


SCENE SIX


The Ganges

Sanatana:
Even though I have accepted the renounced order of life, still Lord Chaitanya is not very pleased with me. He repeatedly glances at my woolen blanket. I can see He does not approve of it. I must aim at giving up all varieties of sense gratification. I have an idea... O washerwoman!

Washerwoman:
Yes, who is it that wants to speak with me?

Sanatana:
Please, I beg to make a request of you...

Washerwoman:
Yes, yes, of course. I can see you are a saintly person and worthy of receiving charity. What do you want?

Sanatana:
Trade me your old quilt for this fine woolen blanket.

Washerwoman:
I am a poor simple washerwoman and you are a respectable gentleman. Why do you joke with me? You have such a valuable blanket, and instead you want my old torn quilt? Why are you joking with me like this?

Sanatana:
I'm not joking. Please take this blanket and give me your old quilt. (they exchange blankets)

Washerwoman:
Well, uh... It's not stolen, is it?

Sanatana:
Certainly not. Thank you very much!

Washerwoman:
What kind of a madman is he? (exits)

Sanatana:
The Supreme Personality of Godhead has saved me from the sinful life of material existence. By His desire my last piece of material attachment is now gone. (Lord Chaitanya enters)

Lord Chaitanya:
O Sanatana, you have a new blanket!

Sanatana:
Yes, my Lord.

Lord Chaitanya:
It is contradictory to be in the renounced order of life and wear a valuable blanket. One loses his spiritual strength by doing this and will become the object of jokes. Lord Krishna is very merciful. He has nullified your attachment for material things. Why should Krishna allow you to maintain any last bit of attachment? After curing a disease, a good physician does not allow any of the disease to remain. For you, the miseries of worldly existence no longer exist. You are fit to propagate the cult of devotional service. Therefore, gradually hear all the truths about it from Me. I shall tell you about them.

Narrator:
Sanatana Goswami thus inquired into all phases of devotional service, and Lord Chaitanya taught him the most confidential subjects as found in the authoritative scriptures like Srimad-Bhagavatam, Bhagavad-Gita, Hari-Vamsha and others.

Lord Chaitanya:
Now, Sanatana, go to Vrindavan and excavate the different sites of Krishna's pastimes in Mathura. Construct temples in Vrindavan and write many books on the principles of Vaishnavism.

Narrator:
Sanatana executed all the desires of the Lord. He constructed the famous temple of Madana Mohan at Vrindavan, and he wrote many books on the principles of devotional service. Indeed, all his associates, called the Goswamis of Vrindavan, wrote volumes of literature on the science of self realization  a task which was continued by their disciples and is carried on down to the present day. By the meeting of Sanatana and Lord Chaitanya, we learn that in order to understand spiritual subject matter, one must approach a spiritual master. (kirtan)

The End








