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Santoshi Mata Is one of the most popular manifestation of Durga, the
Universal Mother, mostly worshipped In this form by the common
populace as the warder of evil, especially disease, pestilence, epidemic,
etc. She Is also the bestower of opulence, welfare and prosperity to
devotees. In almost all the villages of the country, we could see a
temple dedicated to Her, and often the shrine Is located In some
elevated and sanctified place as the top of a hillock, a forested area,
and the like. Special occasions observed as hallowed moments Iin her
honour are times of fast, worship and even vigil in certain communities.
The Deity Is conceived as a handsome and charming figure, attracting
veneration and awe at the seme time, love and fear combined. She iIs a
blend of Durga, Lakshmi and Sarasvati.
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SANTCSH M M Is MNAVE whichis familiar tomost people
TODAYWHETHER YOUNGOR OLD, MEN, WOMEN.OR CHILDREN.

WEPRESENTHERE, THE STORY OFHER SACRED IRATA WHICH,
S BELEVED,IF UNDERTAKEN WITHDEVOTION AND SINCERITY,
BRIN65 TO FULFILMENT ALL ONES HOPES ANDDESIRES.




ONCE UPON ft TME, THERE LAN OLD UON)AN W
HAD SEIEN SONS. THES/X ELDER SONS WORKED HARD

FOR THER L /N 6 ..

... WHILLE THE FHAWWSALW AYS DREAM

WORLD OFHIS OWN. HENEPER WENTOUTINTO THEFELDS
/70 PLOUGH OR SOW,BUTSPENTALLHS TMEDAYDREAM -

NG.FOR OUR STORY, WESHALL CALLHIM DEUDAS.




NOT SURPRAN 6Ly, THEOLD WOMEN FAVOUREDHER S/X

ELDERSONS WHO BROUGHTNHWEALTHN 7THEFAMAL
SHE COOKED THER FAVOURTTED/SHESJAND AFTER 7HEY

HAD EATEN ..

. SHE WOULD PUT TOGETHER BUTDEVDAS5 WAS PUREHEARTED W//HAN
ALL THELEFT-OVERSAND CALL NNOCENTMMND. HEDID NOTOBSERVEH 5
HER SEVENTH SONFORFOOD. MOTHERS PAFTT/AUnWAND THOUGHTTHAT

SHELOVEDHM ASMUCHAS SHELOVED
THEOTHERS. ONEDAY,PSHESATW/TH
HI5 WFE} SUVRATA -



DEVDA5 WAS TOUCHED
TO THEQUICK!HECOULD

INDEED YES, SHE
NOTBELIEVE SUCHft VLE

ISI' THAT IS WHY
SHE GIVES YOU ALL
THE LEFT-OVERS5 THING OF H /5 MOTHER.
" TO EATL " NONSENSE
.SUVRATA. A5
THING 15
I WILL NEVER
ITTILL | SEE
irH MY OWN

A FEU/DAYS LATER, TfiE HOUSEHOLD GOTBUSYV WITH.
THE CELEBRATION OFAN IMPORTANT FESTNVAL. A LAVSH
FTAST U/AS PREPARED WITH SEVEN SPECIAL D/SHES AND

SWEETMEATS.



Santoshi Mata.

HE WENTmM O LAY DO UMNMN THEK/TCHEN
AND COVERED H /5 FACE LVITHA
TRANSPARENTCLOTH.

WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED EATING, THEOLD LADY
GATHEREDA Il THE LEFT-OVER P/ECES OFLADEXJ

FROM THERPLATES..

VOUR BROTHERS
HAI/E ALREADY EATEN
AND LEFT. COME ON,
GET UPAND DONT
KEEP ME
VWAITING. n

RICE PUDDING

THES IXBROTHERS SATDOWN TO THER
DEAL.ALL THERFAVOURITEDISHES
WERE COOKED AND THEYENJOYED
THEREPAST. f

MOTHER,CAN
HAVE SOME
YDRE KHEER*

.AND MADEIT INTO A
SINGLE LADDU.
THIS WILL DO

FOR THAT
LAZY



NOWDEUDAS5 HAP WATCHED ALL HERACTIONS, ALTHOUGHHEHAD
PRETENDED TOBE FASTASLEEP.

ma,i m
I/ . NOT HUNGRY.
I m\ \ | DON'T WANT
FOOD. | AM
WAV \*\f THINKING OF
r& GOING OUTOF
CAA TOWN FOR
h LAY V\ \J H \. AWHILE.
»M
IF THAT 1550, DONT
DELAY. WERE YOU
PLANNING TO60 TO-
MORROW ? WHY DON'T
YOU LEAVE TODAy ?
YE5.1 WILL UNHAPPY AND AGITATED, HELEFT
LEAVE TODAY. THE HOUSE.
THIS 4 n
INSTANT.

AND RAPIDLY,HE WENTOUT OF THE
ROOTYL



santgsm Iviaia.
HE CAME UPOHHER OUTSIDE 7THE
COW-SHED WHERESHE WASMAKING
COW-DUNG CAKES.

HER FACE WAS STREAKED WITH TEARS
AS SHE TURNED TTAW Ay-

~T HERE, KEEP MY
RING WITH yoU
PS A REMEMBER-
ANCE. AND GIVE
ME SOMETHING
WHICH M/ILL

MAKE ME
THINK OF XOU.



DEIDAS5 THEN TOOKLEAVEOFH /5
yOUNG W IFE AND WALKED ON.
AFTER NIANyDAVS OF HARDSHIP
AND JOURNEYNG..

... HE COME UPONA TOWN UH/CH HEWENT TOTHESHOP OF THE
LOOKED R/CH AND PROSPEROUS. WEALTHIEST MERCHANT IN TOWN.






Maarsn unitra rvatna

HE WOULD RISE EARLY IN THE MORNING AND START WORK AT SEVER.HE
WOULD WORKRIGHT THROUGH THEDAY W/THOUT A STREAK. TH/A IMPRESSED
THESETHJ ! GREATLY.

THEMERCHANT CLOSELY
OBSERVED H /5 SINCERITY
AND DEDICATION TOH /5
WORK.

HE 5A GEMAVD |
HAVE HO WORRIES 10C
HOW WELL HE HANDLES
MY BUSINESS!



liuoill IviaiCl.
THUS HE BECAME UERY POPULAR

DEUDAS5DID NOTLETHIS NEW-
WITH ALL THOSE WHO CAMEIN
CONTACT WITH HIM. WITHIN A SHORT

FOUND MPORTANCE 6 0 TO H/S

HEED. HE WA5HIND AND CONSIDERATE

TOWARDS HIS SUBORDINATES. PERIOD, THEMERCHANT MADEHIM
R PARTNER IN H/S BUSNES5.

THUS PASSED TWELIE yEARS. NOW LET US SEE WHATHAD HAPPENED
DEHDAS BECAMEA RICH AND TO SUIRATA. WHEN HER HUSBANDLEFT
PROSPEROUS MERCHANT. THE HER AND WENTAWAY,SHE WAS TREATED
OLD MERCHANT SOONENTRUSTED UERY BADLY BY HERN-LAWS.

HIS ENTIRE BUSINESS TORIM AND

SETOFF ON A PILGRIMAGE.



wilirrxdilia

SHE WAS MADE TODO ALL THEMENTAL
WORK LN THEHOUSE.SHE WASHED
ALL THE CLOTHES, SCRUBBEDALL THE

UTENSLS...

HOW SLOW
AND LAZY
YOU ARE!
COME ON,
HURRY UP.

have you "
ANISHED
THE CLOWES,
you USELESS
WOMAN ?

WHEN SHE RETURNED FROM THE
FOREST WITH HER LORD O F FREWOOD,
SHE WOULD BE GWENA CHRPRTfMRDE
FROM WHEATHUSK FIND WATERLNA
CUP MADE FROM A COCONUTSHELL.

HON Mmy MORE
DAYS WILL | HflE
TO ENDURE ALL
TH5? WHEN WILL
MY HUSBAND
RETURN HOME? |

Asnii

... THEN WENTINTO THEFOREST TO FETCH
FIREWOOD.

THUSPAS5ED 7THEDRX5j THEYEARS.
SUVRATA BECAME WEARANDHAGGARD
FROM MALNOURISHMENT COUPLED

W/TH HARDj BACK-BREAKING WORK.
ONEDAY WHENSHEHAD GONEINTO THE
FOREST TO GATHER FTREWOQD,SHE CAME
UPONA SMALL TEMPLE WHEREA GROUP

OFLRD/ES5 WERE WORSH/PP/NG6.



SUVR(fifl LISTENED
INTENTLY RS TNE
GOOD LADyRE-
COUNTED 7NEGLORE5
OF THE GODDESS.

SISTER,
PLEASE TELL ME
HOW TO GO ABOUT
THIS WORSHIP.! WILL
BE VERy GRATEFUL

td you.



Ruarsn wmira rxaula

THEN THELADY EXPLAINED /TVDETAL]j 7THE COTVD/TIOTVS OF W E
SANTOSH/MATA URATA,- FAST/TV6E OTVFRIDAYS, TVOTVEAT/TV6
OF SOUR TH/TVE5 OTVWATDAY,LIGHTN6 A GHEELAMP AW

READ/TV6 HEP HOLY STORY.

AFTER, you HAVE
ACHIEVED yoUR
HEARTS DESIRE,you
SHOULD PERFORM
THE UDYAPAN*THUS
SHE IAILL CONFER
HER CHOICEST
BLE5SING5 ON

THANK
My 5ISTER.I
WILL PEFORM THI5
I/RATA ACCORDING

ToyouR
INSTRUCTIONS.

SUVRATA WASLEFTALOW.
SHE CLUNG TO THEFEETOF

THE IDOL OF5ANTOSH/
MATA AND WEPTHER UNHAPPy. HAVE RTy ON ME,
v MOTHER. HAVE COMPASSION

HEARTOUT.
\ ON YOUR CHILD. /

MOTHER,| AM FOOLISH AMD
IGNORANT. BUT | AM VERY

*e CONCLUSION OF W FE.



Santoshi Mata.

THEN S5HE WENTAND MATA SANTOSHI WAS FILLED

SOLD SOME OF THEWOOD WITHPITY FOR THE POOR
SHEHDD COLLECTEDAND 6/RL.

WITH THEMONEY SHE BOUGH! n\w Ui/l VIA/
SOME ROASTED GRAMAND

JAGGERY TO COMMENCE

HER IYRATA.

POOR

THING. HOW
MUCH SHE HA5
SUFFERED! |
MUST HELP HER.

THE FOLLOWING FRIDAY, AS
SUIRATA WAS PRAYING FTT
THE TEMPLE IN THEFOREST,
SHE WAS FILLED WITHA
SUDDEN FLOOD OF PEACE.

m SANTO5HI1
YOU ARE THE
MOTHER OF
THE UNIVERSE.
ACCEPT MY
HUMBLE
OFFERING.

/ ( LORD! AFTER

SHE RANIN5SIDE AND READ HER
LETTER EAGERLY.



nuuion vimta rvairia

HER NEPHEWS TEASED HER ABOUT/T-

OHO! MOW
;T AUNT HA5 BECOME
VERY IMPORTANT.
SHE HAS STARTED
GETTING MOT ONLY
LETTERS, BUT
MONEY ALSO!
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WHEN SHE RETURNED HOME THAT.DM,
SHEFOUND THATHER HUS5BANDHAD
SENT HER A LARGE SUM OF MONEY.



TEARS WELLED UPIN HER
EVES AS 5HE FOUND NO
WARMTH/N THE MEMBERS
OF THEHOUSEHOLD. THEY RE-

MAINED ALOOFAND MOCKING.

why do you

507 THI5 MONEY
NOT FOR ME ALONE.

15 FOR ALLOF
USTO SHARE.

UNHAPPINESS WELLED UP INSIDE HER AGANV AS
SHE RAN OUT OF THEHOUSE. SHE WENT TO SANTOSHI
MATAS TEMPLEAND SOBBED TALL HER SHOULDERS

5HOOK WITH 6R/EF.

SANTOSHIMATA TOOKP /Ty ONPOOR. UNHAPPY
SUURATA. SHEAPPEARED BEFOREHER,SHINING AND
RESPLENDENT -

SUURATA WAS SO HAPPY TOHEAR TH/5, THAISnE
COULD NO LONGER CONTAIN HER EXCITEMENT.

17



SHE RAH HOMEH i* THEW M HHD (AJEHT ABOUT HER WORK WITH A
BEAT/FIC 5M/LE OH HER FACE.

what's m om
WITH THI5 SILLY
GIRL?

HOW DOES
SHE APPEAR 50

CHEERFUL?

ROUT MR 5RHTO5HI THOUGHT-

| HOVE PROMISED
THE GIRL THAT
HER HUSBAND
WILL RETURN

TO HER...

SO THATH/6HT WHILEDEUDAS SLEPT-



AND MOTHERSAID TO HIM GENTLY-

SON, YOUR WIFE 15
VERY UNHAPPY. 60 TO
HER QUICKLY. SHE IS
LONGIN6 TO HAVE A

LISTEN TO ME, 50N. BY
TOMORROW YOU WILL
BE ABLE TO WIND UP
YOUR ENTIRE
BUSINESS AND GO

I v HOME.

50 SWING; SANTOSHI MATA
DISRPPERRED FROM H /5 DREAM.

O MOTHER,| HAVE A
BIG AND PROSPEROUS
FAMILY. MOTHER, BROTHERS
WIFE... | DO THINK OF
THEM, BUT... A

DEUIDAS5 FACE CLOUDED AS HE HEARD
THIS.

MOTHER.SHE LOVES5
ME A LOT. BUT HOW
CAN | 60, LEAVING
ALL THE MATTERS OF
*BUSINESS

DEUIDA5 GOTUP WITHA START. DAWN
WAS BREAKING OIER THE HORIZON.

WHAT A STRANGE
DREAM |



vnlllA %Al

HE SOUGHTOUTHI5 FRIENDS
TOLD THEM OF H /5 DREAM.
BUT THEY JUST TOOKI/TLIGHTLY

PHD LAUGHED HTHIM .

*fir"

ACCORDINGLYDEV/DPS WENTPHD P5 USUAL, HE OPENED HIS
TOOK P BPTH. THEHHE UT P LPMP 5 HOP FOR BUSINESS.
WITH GHEE PHD MENTALLVPROSTRATED

TO SPHTOSHIMATA.

youR

WILL BE
DOME,

MOTHER!

20



... RND RLL THE510CK IN HIS GODOWNS

TOH/5 UTTER SURPRISE, PEOPLE WHO
OWEDRIM MOREY CAME, ONERF7ER
THE OTHER, RND CLERRED THERR

ACCOUNTS W/THHIM ... SIDE.

PLEASE
TAKE THIS FIlE \s*
HUNDRED RUPEES
THAT I HAD

BORROWED FROM K5U.US

THEN HE WENT OUTINTO THEMARKET RND BOUGHT
CLOTHE5S AND JEWELS FOR H/S W/FE AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF H /5 FAMLY.

THUS EQUIPPED HES5ET OUTONHIS JOURNEY HOME-
WARD, LORDED W/TH G/FT5.

RL50 GOTSOLD! WHEN EUENN6 CAME,
THERE MRS R HEAP OFMONEYBY HIS

IT HAS BEEN SO
LONG! I WISH | HAD
THOUGHT OF RETURNING

HOME EARLIER.

L



MEANWHILE, SUIRATA RAD GORE SOOfv SHF SAW A CLOUD OF
INTO THEFOREST TO GATHER DUST IN THE DISTANCE-
FIREWOOD\ AS USUAL.

MOTHER, WHO

COULD BE COMING

TOHER SURPRISE,MA VERY WELL,
SAN705HI ANSWERED MOTHER. 1
HER- WILL DO AS
CHILD, THAT YOU SAY.
15 youR
HUSBAND

s RETURNING

AND SHE PROCEEDED TO
6JUEHER INSTRUCTIONS CH
JIHA7SHESHOULDDO WHEN
SHERETURNED HOME.

22



JUST THEN, THE STRRHGER OH HORSE-
BACK CAME TOTHE TEMPLE.

GOOD LADY, MILL
YOU GIVE FOOD

AHD DRINK TO P
HUNGRY TRAVELLER?

WHEN HE HfiD

EATEN HHD

WHS RESTED,

REMOUNTED

HIS HORSE HHD

WENT TOUHRDS

HIS HOME. NOW TO PUT
' THE NEXT PHASE

TO ACTION...

WHEN HE REACHED HOME, DEUDH5 GREETED EVERYONE WITH AFFECTION.

T 15
' GOOD TO
HAVE YOU
R A WITH US
Fr"O IT15 AGAIN.,
r GOOD TO BE v DEVIDAS
BACK, BROTHER !

23



HER MOTHER-IN-LAW CAME OUTAND

SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, SUURATA
ENTERED WITH THE LOAD OF WOOD OH BEGAN IN SUGARY SWEET TONES -
HER HEAD. SHE DUMPED IT H THEEM M

COURTYARD AHD CALLEDOUT/HA LOUD

UO/CE-

THE HUSK CHAPATI AMD
WATER /N THE COCONUT

v SHELL.

HEARING HI5 W/FE5 tOfCE,DEIYIDAS
CAME OUT.HE WAS SHOCKED 70 SEE
HER HA6GARDAHD UNKEMPT
APPEARANCE.



this, m N r,
SON, 15 YOUR"
WIFE. EVER
5INCE you
LEFT THE HOUSE
AND WENT
AWAYy... A

SHE DOESNT DO
A STROKE OF WORK
IN THE HOUSE BUT ON
THE DOT, TURNS WP
AT ALL
V. MEALTIMES. A

..SHE

HAS BEEN
ROAMING LIKE

THIS IN THE
5TREETS LIKE

AN ANIMAL.

| FIND IT DIFFICULT TO
CREDIT WHAT yoU SAy
MOTHER. HOWEVER,SHE
WONT BE A BURDEN TO

> yOU ANY MORE...
Fi&L

~



DEWDA3 AHD 5UURRTA WERE UERVHAPPyY
TOMEET EACH OTHERR6R//Y. THEYSETUP S
HOUSE RHD DECORATED TTUMTHALL THE

GO00D5 RHD RICHE5 HE HAD BROUGHT
WITH HIM.

26



Santoshi Mata.

ACCORDINGLY, THE BOYS WENT TO THER
YOUNGEST UNCLES HOUSE FOR TAEAIS.
BUT WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED EFfTNG -

50 5HE STARTED MAKING
PREPARATIONS FOR TEEFEAST.

ACCORDING TO CUSTOM, SHE WENT
JOHER SISTERS-N-LEW.

BUT SUVRATA REFUSED TO GIVE THEM
ANVTHNG SOUR,FOR THIS WOULD

VIOLATE THE CONDITIONS OF THE VRATA.

50 THE BOyS THEMSELVES TDOH SOME
TAMARIND AND LICHNG THESOUR
FRUIT GLEEFULLV, THEy RAN AWAY!

SUVRATAS VRATA FAILED! THERING S
MEN CAMEAND TOOR HER HUSBAND
AWAY.

ARE YOU
DEVIDAS ?

[/ CONIE MITH U5-
(THE KING HA5

y
J \ BENT FOR YOU.



HER /H-LRUJ5 CRME RHP RANSACKED
HER HOUSE. 5UIRRTH WR5 TERRIFIED.
5HERRH 70 MR SAHTOSH/S TEMPLE,
WHICH UURBHER OHLV 50LHCE.

H5 SUURRTHl UURS M LKIR6 HOME,SHE WHEN THEREXT FRIDRY CAME,5HE (WERT
METHER HU5BRHD RETURNING. TO/NI//TE HER HEPHEIAY5 RDR THEFERST.



AT THE FEAST; THE CHILDREN AGAIN CLAMOURED FOR SOUR TRIVG5 70
BIT. TH6 TME SUVHATA GOT ANNOYED.SHE UENT AND BROUGHT
EIGHT BRRHMMH BOVS.

UDVH6LY,SHEFED THEM ALL THE DELICACIES AND SWEETS SHEHAD PREPARED.

29



viaarsll uridra rvalria

AFTER 50ME W E, MR SAMO5HI
BLESSED THE DEVOTED COUPLE

with a bom y SOU.

OFTEHj THEY WOULD TAMETHEBABY
WITH THEM AND VISITMOTHER'S

TEMPLE 'H THEFOREST.

O LOOK! HE

15 ATTRACTED

TOWARDS MOTHER'S
IMAGE !

SO SARTOSH IMATA TURHEP HERSELF
INTO A HIDEOUS OLD WOMAH. SHE

APPEARED DECREPIT WITH AGE, WTTH
BLEARY EYES AHD DROOUHG6 AT THE

MOUTH.



JUST THEN, 5UVRHTH WHO
WHS VISITING THEM THHTDHN
HEARD THECOMMOT/ON HND
CAME OUT.

O WHAT ARE VOU
doing,she is my
MOTHER, WHOM |
HAVE BEEN
WORSHIPPING ALL
THESE DAyS!

O LOOK

A WITCH

HAS ENTERED
THE HOUSE!
CLOSE ALL THE I
DOOR5 AND
WINDOWS.

HT THAT MOMENT, MH SHNTO5HI REVEALED
FORM TO THEM. SUVRATAS

711



AND 5AN705HJ MATA, EVER COMPASSIONATE, UV/ITH LOVE OVER-
FLOUUNG FOR HER 5NCERE DEVOTEES, BLESSED THE WHOLE
FAMILY WTTH HEALTH, WEALTH AND ALL THAT THEIR HEARTS
COULD DES5SRE.

*>7



The philosophical interpretation of the deity Santoshi Mata may be
construed as a combination of supreme wisdom and intelligence, super
powers and the ability to achieve things In life. Therefore invoking

her grace would amount to Iinvoking and unfolding within ourselves
these qualities.

As In the observance of any ... ... the Santoshi Mata . - too, carries
with it its own taboos— non- eatlng of sour foods, eatlng only one meal
a day and performmg an ..,.,.. On Completlon of the ...... These

restrictions can only be to discipline one's physical and mental
capacities In order to make them single-pointed. Here, we have

attempted to render in an authentic form the story which constitutes
the traditional « . ...o: v vor vinen o

a th a
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