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CazaM/Mi&'
grow ing up in India, the vast pantheon of 
Indian gods and goddesses were not just 
ephemeral idols that people prayed to or told 
stories about. For my mother — and as a result 
for me and my younger brother — they were 
beings that existed just on* the other side of 
ordinary reality, but whose presence and 
influence were as real as anything or anyone else.

My mother was always tom  in terms of who 
her favorite was amongst the dozens of gods 
and goddesses in the divine pantheon. 
Alternatively, she would comment on the 
benefits of having the attention of Saraswati, 
the matron of knowledge and wisdom vs. the 
affections of Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. 
Like many in post'colonial India, my mother 
considered intelligence the greatest power 
above all else and hence the favors of 
Saraswati a most enviable thing. Still, she also 
understood the implicit benefits of Lakshmi s 
indulgences that manifested in comfort, 
security, and material wealth.

To that end, my mother concocted a plan that 
insured the attention of both almighty 
goddesses, not to mention tapped into her 
acute awareness of the female mind! From a 
very early age, she implored my brother and I 
to study our hardest, read as much as we 
could, ask as many questions as possible of 
our teachers and elders, and be as thirsty as 
humanly possible for knowledge. In her mind.



that would demand the attention of Sarawati. 
As a result o f this showering of attention for the 
Goddess o f knowledge, this reciprocal obsession 
with one another, Lakshmi would become 
jealous and she too would ultimately pursue us 
and bestow us with her favor. My brother and I, 
never one to question my mother s orders when 
she meant business, took these directions very 
seriously all throughout our schooling. Today, 
having written over 50 books that I believe are 
more full o f questions than answers, and my 
brother having reached the role o f Dean of 
Continuing Education at Harvard Medical 
School, and with both of us living in relative 
comfort and security, I like to think we heeded 
my mothers instructions well. N o t to mention 
when I look at some of the most successful 
business innovators o f our time— the heads of 
Apple, Microsoft, and Google amongst 
others— I see that they too are followers o f the 
same cult.

These days, I  have my own perspective of what 
the Gods and Goddesses of the Indian pantheon 
represent— namely various states o f awareness 
and forces in embryo that gestate within each of 
us. Nowhere was that ever more evident to me 
than my mother, instinctively knowledgeable like 
Saraswati, wealthy in so many ways beyond 
material aspects like Lakshmi, a true Goddess in 
every respect.

Thanks Mom.

'D e e p a k  Chopra
June 2008



TROTH.

SIMPLICITY.

L6ARN IM 6

©AXUTIOM .

WISDOM.

ALI6MM£WT.

fcMUSKTfcMMfcMT.

FReeooM.



B U T IT  A U . HAS TO 
B&SIM S0M6WH6R&

.TH& K&RN&C.

.TH6 eeN eas o f
AU- WISDOM...



.15 POTENTIAL.

WK6 A 5TATE6QU6 STA1U6 
IN THfc R0U6H CRP&GY 
FACe OF TH 6 6RAMIT&

IT  HIPC6 IN 
P U IN  SIGHT.

THAT BUFFOON 
KALIDAS IS AT 
w IT AGAIN. .

TRUE TO FORM, 
AS ALWAYS. THIS 

SHOULD BE (5000 
ENTERTAINMENT. .

HA/HERE 
IT COMES.'

HA HA 
HA/ KAUOAS, YOU ^  

FOOL YOU TRULY ARE 
A SIMPLETON, SAWING THE 

VERY BRANCH YOU ARE 
k .  PERCHEO UPON/ A

B U T I  R6C06NIZ&  IT. 
IT  15 M T FUNCTION, 

MV PURP0S6



IT IS  V&RY EASY 
TO RIPICUUfc

B/&M EASIER TO 
SIMPLY 6 IVE UR

^  OH, SARASWATI, ~  
(bO VVctt OF WISDOM, WHY 

HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?

BUT I  6X IST  
TO NURTURE- IT.

^  PLEASE OH 
GODDESS, TAKE 

PITY ON ME. GRANT ME 
A FRACTION OF YOUR 

v  INFINITE WISDOM, y

~  ris e
KALIDAS, 

FOR I  BLESS
^  you. y





•PEAR NOT, KALIPAS. I  HA/6 
CHOSEN VOU TO BE THE FOUNT 
OF WI5POM, THE L/NCHPIN OF 

ENLIGHTENMENT FOR ALL MANKIND

•RIP VOUR MINP 
OF POUBT.

‘I  GRANT VOU 
THE POWER...

‘...TO SHAPE THE MAP 
OF ENLIGHTENMENT, 
FOR VOURSELF ANP 
FOR AU- MANKIND*



^  THANK YOU.' ^  
THANK YOU, GODDESS 
MY EYES ARE TRULY 

V  OPEN.

I  FEEL THE 
©LOOM O F IGNORANCE 
v. LIFTING... ^

,„A9 I  
BEHOLD YOUR 

ETHEREAL 
v BEAUTY. ^

16 THIS ALL ”  
YOU CAN THINK OF, 

KALIDAS? IS THIS HOW 
YOU CHOOSE TO  DEFINE 
\  ENLIGHTENMENT? >



^  ...YET YOU N  
CHOSE TO  EMBODY 
IT IN THE CONFINES 

O F A HUMAN 
-sw  FORM? -A

/  I  AM ^  
DISSAPOINTED.

I  GRANTED YOU A 
BOON TO  BEHOLD 
ENLIGHTENMENT IN 

ALL ITS INFINITE 
V  GLORY... ^

^ HAVE I  DONE 
SOMETHING WRONG, 
^  GODDESS? .

^  THE FAULT ^  
IS MINE PERHAPS, BUT 
YOU HAVE COMMITED 

S .  SACRILEGE. r BUT HOLY MOTHER,
THERE WAS NO MALICE IN \  

MY HEART, NOR WAS EVEN AN 
INKLING O F AN IMPURE THOUGHT.

I  CHOSE TO  BEHOLD VOU IN THIS 
FORM, FOR Z REALIZED BEAUTY IS 
. THE TRUE FORM AND FUNCTION J  

O f ENLIGHTENMENT. ^

I  CURSE YOU 
'  FOR VOUR NARROW >  
MINDEDNESS. A WOMAN SHALL 
BE THE CAUSE O F VOUR DEATH 

THE VERY FORM YOU CHOSE 
v  FO B ME SHALL TRIGGER . 

\  VOUR DOWNFALL

^  VOITVE
WROUGHT WITH YOUR 

THOUGHTS A FORM FOR 
KNOWLEDGE THAT REEKS 

O F YOUR BASER y  
INSTINCTS.

WHAT I  
HAVE SAID CANNOT 

BE TAKEN BACK, BUT I  
SENSE WHAT YOU SAY 
S . TO  BE TRUE.

LEAD A VIRTUOUS \  
'  LIFE, KALIDAS, USE THE > 

GIFT O F YOUR NEW POUND 
WISDOM TO  BRING JOY TO  THE 

LIFE O F OTHERS. WHEN YOUR 
s. END COMES, I  PROMISE A 

VOU THIS...

‘...VOU SHALL RECEIVE A SIGN 
FROM ME, A SINGLE UARNING 

WHICH, IF VOU IGNORE IT, SHALL 
TRULY LEAD VOU TO VOUR EN D *



^  PIP YOU N 
HEAR, GANPHARV 

PAS-JI, WHAT KAUPAS 
.  PIP TOPAY? ^

YES.
'  RAMAKANT'S SON '  

CAME BY EARLIER. HE 
TOLP ME OF KALIPAS'S 

"WOOPCUTTING 
^  APVENTURES".

^  HEY KALI PAS,
PIP YOUR PARENTS KNOW N 

THEY HAP A BUFFOON FOR A 
SON WHEN YOU WERE BORN 
O R  PIP YOU MAKE IT CLEAR 
 ̂ TO  THEM AS YOU ^  

^  GREW UP? ^ 9 1

 ̂ ___ HEH,
YOUR STUPIDITY IS ^  

LOWERING THE ESTEEM OF 
OUR VILLAGE. WHY PON'T YOU 

TAKE YOUR SORRY SELF 
^  SOMEWHERE FAR AWAY a 

FROM HERE?

THIS IS THE 
r  BEST PART. THE IPIOT ^ 

SHALL PROBABLY STANP 
THERE ALL NIGHT TRYING TO 
. THINK O F SOME CLEVER a 
^  REPARTEE. ^  AS YOU 

SAY, M UKHM Jee, BUT 
BEFORE I  G O  I  HAVE A 
QUERY O F MY OWN TO 

\  ASK O F YOU. >4

~  S O  RAUCUS IS ^  
YOUR LAUGHTER ANP 

S O  BOORISH IS YOUR 
PEMEANOR... .

...I OFTEN 
r  WONPER IF YOUR 
NAME WOULP HAVE BEEN 
APTER, WERE IT TO  BE 
“GAPHARV"* IN STEAD 

^  O F “GANPHARV"+ A

‘GAPHARV-PONKEY

♦GANPHARV-PEMIGOP



KAUPAS useo HIS N&W 
FOUND 6IFT5 WEU,.

TH6 poreNTiAu i  h ad  seeN
IN HIM BLOOMfcD AT LAST.

WITH A CLARITY OF 
THOUGHT H6 W&A/&D WORLDS 

FROM HIS IMAGINATION.

H£ WROTE 
6RAWD EPICS.



HIS V6RSES BR0U6KT 
JD Y  TD  PAUP&R AMP 

PRINCE ALIKE...

_V E T Hfc 
REMAINED HUMBLE.

H6EDIN6 M/ ADVISE TO  LEAD 
A VIRTUOUS LIFE, HE CHOSE 
TO  SHUN MATERIAL WEALTH.

CHOOSING TO  DONATE THE 
S IFTS  LA/ISHLY SHOW&R&D ON 
HIM BY KINGS AND EMPERORS 

TO  TH6 POOR AND NEEDY



TAKING ONLY THAT WHICH
He abso u rm y  required

TO SUBSIST UPON.

S  1 HAVE TAKEN \  
THAT WHICH IS MY DUE 

AND I  HUMBLY REQUEST 
THAT YOU GIVE THE REST 
.T O  THE NEEDY IN YOUR > 
\  KINGDOM... y?  GREAT KING O F  X  

KINGS, I  AM INDEED 
HONORED WITH YOUR 

GENEROUS GIFTS. BUT 
YOUR APPRECIATION 

l  ALONE IS ENOUGH J .  
FOR ME.

...SO  THAT 
THEY TO O  KNOW O F 

YOUR GRAND GENEROUS 
HEART AS I  HAVE 

^  BORNE WITNESS. ^
^  AH KALIDAS, ^  

THE RUMORS WERE 
TRUE. YOU TRULY ARE 

AN ELIGHTENED 
^  BEING. ^

I  HRS A BIT SAD0&N6P 
to  see THe eFFecr of 
MY CURSe ON KALIDAS.

RAYING HeeP TO MY PREDICTION 
THAT A WOMAN SHALL BRING ABOUT 
HIS DOWNFALL., KALIDAS SPURNeO 

ALL TIES OF KITH AND KIN. He R0AM6D THe LeNGTH 
AND BREADTH OF THe LAND He LeD THe upe o f

THe PeRPEHJAL UftNDeReR.

AND SO THINGS STOOD 
TILL HIS TRAMeiS BROUGHT 
HIM TO THe ISLAND KINGDOM 

OF THe SOUTHeRN PEARL.



BRAVO,
KALIDAS. YOUR ^  

WORDS HAVE MOVED US TO 
TEARS. YOU TRULY ARE THE 

BLESSED O F GODDESS ̂  
SARASWATI.

KA^fPAS'S LOQUACIOUS 
VeRSeS WON THe HeART OF 

THfc KING, AS TH^Y HAP DOMfc 
FOR THOUSANDS BeFORe YOUR ^  1 

'  EXCELLENCY IS N  
AS WISE AS HE IS 

CULTURES I  INPEEP HAVE 
BEEN FORTUNATE TO  HAVE 

FOUND AS GRACIOUS A . 
\  LISTENER AS YOU. S

THe YOUNG BARD 
THOUGHT NOTHING 

OF IT -JU S T  ANOTHeR 
KING OF YET ANOTHeR 
KINGDOM, SHIPS THAT 

PASS IN THe NIGHT.

I  KNOW OF 
^  YOUR VOW, YOUNG POET, THAT

YOU SHUN ANY GIFTS LAVISHED ON YOU. ^  
YET THERE IS SOMETHING THAT I  MUST INSIST 
UPON. BE MY GUEST FOR A FORTNIGHT. THAT 

IS ALL I  ASK FOR LET ME REPAY YOU FOR THE 
JOY THAT YOUR WORDS HAVE BROUGHT TO ME.

yeT  U N Be k n o w n s t  t o  k a l ip a s

AN ALIGNMeNT OF OMeNS UAS 
UNDeRUW, THe S IG ilS  OF HIS 
eND weRe a g lo w  w ith  THeiR

M A ta O te w r HALOS.

^  YOUR 
EXCELLENCY. YOUR 

OFFER IS KIND, 
w YET I  MUST... >

PLEASE 
KALIDAS, I  
BESEECH

v YOU. 4

KALIDAS?

I  ACCEPT 
YOUR INVITATION.

LORD KAMA, THe GOD OF
Lo ve , M oves in  M ysTeRious

U l* 5 . KALIDAS HAD TReKKeD ON 
THe LONesoMe path o f  THe 

TRA/eL&R LONG eNOUGH.



KIND SIR, MAY 
W  I  ASK YOU A QUESTION? ^  

AT THE COURT, BEHIND THE KING, 
THERE WAS A YOUNG WOMAN ON 

THE BALCONY, A BEAUTY SO  DIVINE 
, THAT EVEN THE APSARAS OP 
a  HEAVEN ARE PUT A  
M W  TO SHAME...

IN THAT MOMENT I  FEW  THE 
ALIGNMENT OF EVENTS SEND  A 

SHIVER THROUGH ME WHAT I  HAP 
FORETDU) IaA S COMING TO PASS. 

THE END UAS NIGH.

”  IT IS A CRIME ^  
PUNISHABLE BY DEATH 
FOR A COMMONER TO 
GAZE UPON THE KING'S 
V  CONSORTS.

y  MY LORD, PLEASE ^  
REMOVE SUCH THOUGHTS 

FROM YOUR MIND. THE LADY 
ADHAARA THE BEAUTY YOU 
SPEAK OF, IS THE KING'S 
CONCUBINE. HE WON HER 

. IN CONQUEST OP THE A 
L  NORTHERN LANDS

AH. FOOLISH 
HEART. YOU YEARN FOR 

THE IMPOSSIBLE .
“  MY LORD, LADY ^  

ADHAARA SENDS HER 
REGARDS. SHE WAITS 

FOR YOU IN THE WESTERN 
.  GARDENS TONIGHT. ^

LORD KAMA 
BE PRAISED, FOR 

HE HAS SET THE EMBERS 
OF LOVE AGLOW IN THE 

\  FAIR LADY'S HEART. >

^  LADY ^  
ADHAARA THIS 

I  MUST TELL
k . YOU. ^

I  CANNOT GAZE 
UPON THE FACE OF THIS ^  

FULL MOON THAT I  FOUND SO  
PLEASANT BEFORE. HOW CAN 

ONE CHERISH THAT BLEMISHED 
VISAGE, WHEN ONE HAS GAZED 
. UPON THE PERFECTION A 

OF YOUR FACE?



KAUPA5, THOUGH B U 65eP  BY Me 
WITH THe 0\FT OF KN0W l£P6e, 

S TIU . HAP THe HeART OF A CHILP 
IN THe MATTeRS OF THe WDRLP

APHAARA UAS OF A RACe OF UARRIORS OF 
THe MORTHeRM UASTeLANPS. SHe UA5 THe 

KING'S CHeRISHeP CONCUBINe, YZT  HeR
HeART seeTHep a t  BeiNG a  p r i s o n .

AS A MeRe GIRL, SHe HAP 
RIPPeM THe WILP STALLIONS 
eveN HeR FATHeR's FieRcesT 
UARRIORS COULP MOT B66T.

HeRe IN THe K IN G 'S FttLACfc,
sne uwrep f o r  a cHANce to 
BReAK FRee ANP in kalipas 
SHe SAW HeR FIRST CHANCe

in  a  l o n g  TiMe

SHe FIRST eNSNAReP HIM 
WITH HeR CHARMS. AS THe OMS 
PASsep SHe ReveAuep HeR 
PLAN TO THe LOVetORN POeT.

KALIDAS,
THERE 19 SOMETHING ~  

I  WISH TO  ASK O F  YOU. WILL 
YOU ACCEPT ME AS YOUR 
COMPANION AND TAKE ME . 

^  AWAY FROM HERE? ^



OF COURSE 
MY LADY HEARING YOUR 

WORDS, MY HEART SINGS LIKE 
THE FIRST WIND OF THE COOL 
NIGHT WHISTLING THOUGH THE 

^  BAMBOO GROVES. A

w LET US LEAVE ^  
TONIGHT. WE CAN BE 

FAR AWAY FROM HERE 
.  BY DAWN. ^

I  HAD 
NOT THE COURAGE, 

YET IN MY HEART I  WAS 
PONDERING THE SAME 

K .  THING.

TILL THIS DAY 
I  HAD NOT A THING IN THIS 

WORLD TO  CALL MY'OWN. BUT 
WITH YOU BY MY SIDE, I  FEEL 
THAT I  AM THE RICHEST MAN 

.  IN ALL CREATION. WE . 
r SHALL BE LIKE...

I  PURSUE THE 
r  PATH O F ENLIGHTENMENT, 1 

THE TRUEST O F WEALTHS.
I  GIVE AWAV THAT WHICH IS 

NOT NEEDED TO THOSE LESS 
FORTUNATE. I  KEEP NOT . 

k .  ANY TREASURE 
WITH ME.

WAIT, WHAT DID 
r  YOU SAV? THE KINGS ^  
VOU VISIT LAVISH YOU WITH 
GIFTS. HOW CAN YOU SAV 

. YOU ARE WITHOUT . 
POSSESSIONS?

ADHAARA MAS BORN IN 
A ROVAL- HOUSe SHE. HAP 

1 A MEASURE OF CUNNING 
anp  a w DRtp-w ise  se N se
OF SURVIVAL. THAT KALIDAS 

THC. ROMANTIC COULD NCVBR 
FATHOM SHe SPURN6D HIM 
ON TH e SPOT, TO WWT FOR 

HeR NEXT CHANCe

OH MY
r  SWEET BUFFOON, ^  
I  AM A PRINCESS. HOW CAN, 
VOU, A PAUPER, ASPIRE TO 

HOLD MY HAND WHEN YOU 
k HAVE NOTHING TO CALL A 

YOUR OWN?

~  g o  m m , ^
BARD, AND TAKE 

YOUR PIPEDREAMS 
W  WITH YOU. ^

LADY ADHARA,
T  I  BESEECH YOU. I  SHALL ^  

WRITE AN EPIC TO  YOUR DOE EYES, 
COMPOSE MELODIES IN THE CADENCE 

OF YOUR MELODIOUS LAUGHTER...

r  AHHH, THE ^  
BARD AND THE 

CONCUBINE. MOST 
^IN TER ES TIN G .^



THAT FOOL,
I  WAS AN IDIOT NOT TO 

HAVE SENSED IT SOONER. 
HE LIVES IN THE WORLD OF 
WISPY WORDS AND LOFTY 

\  METAPHORS.

ADHAARA MVS A DAUGHTER OF THE- SHADOW 
WVRRIORS OF TH£ DESERT. SH6 UNARMED TH6 

WV OF TH6 BLADE- WHE-KJ SHE- KIV5 VDUW6. SHE 
HAD L6ARN6D THE- FIRST AMD MOST IMPORTANT

teesoN o f THOse harsh w astelands.

r  WHERE >  
HAVE YOU 

BEEN, LAPY 
APHARA? «

SHE- KNEW THE PARAMOUNT 
IMPORTANCE OF SURVMVU AT 
ANY COST. VICTORY COMES 

TO THe PATieNT...

I  HEAR 
WHISPERS OF YOUR ^  

DALLIANCE WITH KALIDAS. 
BUT I  CHOOSE TO HEAR 

IT FROM YOUR LIPS. A 
^  IS IT TRUE?

r  OH MY ”  
KING, I  HAD NOT 

THE COURAGE TO 
TELL YOU IN MY 

S. SHAME/ ^ 4

KALIDAS?

YES, MY 
LORD, HE SOUGHT ^ 

TO TURN ME AGAINST 
YOU. GIVE ME ONE 

. CHANCE, MY A 
LIEGE.. ^

KAUDASIS 
BESOTTED WITH 

W  ME. HE THREATENED ^  
’  TO TAKE HIS OWN UFE IF ’  

I  WERE NOT TO GRANT HIM 
AN AUDIENCE. IN FACT, I  COME 
NOW SPURNING HIS AMOROUS 

ADVANCES ONCE AND FOR ALL

.1 CAN PROVE 
IT TO YOU*

^  AH, LADY ~  
ADHAARA, S O  YOU 
HAVE CHOSEN TO 

SEE THE TRUTH OF 
MY LOVE. ^



KALIDAS UALKfcD WITH A GAIT 
THAT HAD THfc SPRING OF THe 
GAZeLLe, THINKING THAT He 

HAD AT LAST FOUND HIS 
LOVe ReCIPROCATeD

FOR ALL HIS WISDOM, IN 
MANY UAYS He REMINDeD 
Me OF THAT SIMPLeTON...

...WHO IsttS CHOPPING 
AT THe VeRY BRANCH 
He W*S SITTING ON.

HIS FALL M S  IMMINeNT 
AND AS PROMISeD He UAS 
GIVeN A WARNING SIGN.



YfcT I  HA/6 A lW S  FeiX 
THAT He IS  THe PATRON 

DeiTY OF THe BLIND

IN A UW  I  F e a  A 
SLIGHT TWINGe OF GUILT.

BUT KALIDAS HAD 
BROU6HT THS FATe 

UPON HIMSeLF.



OVfcRTHfc AGeSX 
HA/fc 6RAMTED THe 
GIFT OF WISDOM ID  

ACHOSfcM F£W.

y e t i  h ap  high
Hopes FOR KALIDAS.

He HAD SUCH



POTENTIAL

I  COMPREHEND.

WHAT YOU 
TRIED TO SHOW 

ME THAT DAY.



'A llS lld W IS  
£11 T W  N l"




