


The Kathasaritsagara (The ocean of stories) 
of Somadeva is really an abridged version 
of that great treasure—the Brihatkatha. No 
version of the Brihatkatha has come to us, 
though we have many poems and plays in 
Sanskrit which draw on it for themes. 
The Kathasaritsagara, however, preserves,

heritage. It abounds in tales of romance 
and adventure in wondrous worlds up in 
the sky, or in the bowels of the earth, or 
on the bed of the ocean, peopled by 
persons and semi-divine beings who deal 
in magic as an everyday commodity.
The story of Shridatta (a gift of Shri, that 
is Lakshmi) is adapted from one such tale. 
Shridatta is a universal favourite as one 
would expect a gift from the Goddess









I SHALL H g  
NOW BE ABLE t  
TO ENSASE THE 
BEST i
TEACHERS >
FOR YOU. /

'  I HAVE MADE 
A Bie> PROFIT 

jTHIS MONTH.



SHR1DATTA 
HAS BROUGHT, 
HIM LUCK.. I

I WANT VOUR SON 
TO LIVE IN THE 

i PALACE AS PRINCE 
k  VIKRAMASHAKTl’S 
I V  COMPANION.

r WE ARE 1 
HONOUR- I 
ED,YOUR 

L m/vjesty.



SHRIDATTA MADE MANY FRIENDS AT COURT -

WISH SHRIDATTA 
WERE OUR 

PRINCE.

r  HE IS AS 
COURTEOUS AS 
VHCRAMA5HAKTI 

IS RUDE.

I WOULD GIVE 
MY LIFE FOR 

SHRIDATTA.

ALL THIS MADE 
Y/RRAMASHARTI 
JEALOUS OF 
SHRIDATTA.

DAYS LATER SHRIDATTA AND .



vanished!

g p a n c o r

I’LL REST 
HERE TILL 

MORNING).



THE NEXT MO&NIN&-

FOLLOW' 
HER. /

WHY ARE 
THEY 

WEEPING?

SIT DOWN ftND 
I WILL TELL YOU 

.EVERYTHING





r  THAT 1 
SHOULD KILL

TO HIS SURPRISE THE LION TURNED 
INTO P'YPKSHA.

I AM GRATEFUL TO 
YOU, SHRIDATTA. 
YOU HAVE RELEASED 
ME FROM A CURSE.

WITH IT, YOU 
WILL ALWAYS

*VAKSHAS ARE SEMI-PIVINE BEIAI6S. OF WHOM RUBERA WAS THE



THEN IT  m e  THE TURN OF THE ASURA PRINCESS TO EXPRESS HER GRATITUDE.

ENTER THIS WELL.YOU 
W ILL FIND YOURSELF IN 
THE 0A N 0A , AT THE PLACE 
WHERE YOU JUMPED IN . ,

taaxaOSti

f a r e w e ll !



MEANWH/LE SHRJDATTA HA5 BEEN 
AWAY FOR 6 0  LONG) 

WHAT COULD HAVE 
V  HAPPENED TO HIM?

HE MAY BE IN \  ^  
DANCER...OR / l  
EVEN DEAD. J  >7

v/^S7* THEN A VOICE WAS 
H E A R D . |..............................

SHRIDATTA 
15 ALIVE]

HE WILL 5 0 0 N  
BE WITH YOU

f  CO TO U J J A IN .l’ LL 
HIDE NEAR THE RJVER 

AND BRIN6 
SHRIDATTA 9 

TO YOU.

ANXIOUS TO e /V E  SHR/DATTA’S PARENTS THE GOOD  
NEW S, THEY RUSH ED  TOW ARDS THE CJTY. B U T  O N  
THEIR WAY THEY WERE 
STOPPED BY FR IEN D S. _  ,

m

DON’T 6 0  TO PATALIPUTRA. 
THE KINO DIED YESTERDAY. 
VIKRAMA6HAKTI HAS KILLED 
SHRlDATTA’S PARENTS AND 
IS NOW LOOKJN6 FOR. YOU.
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s hrida tta  m e  ho rrified
WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS.

WHEN etiRJDATTA CAME OUT OF THE GAN6A ■

I’LL AVENGE 
MV PARENTS 
WITH
MRIGANKAKA, 
MV DIVINE X? 
SWORD. J T \

SHH! COME \  /S 
OUIETLY INTO * J 
THE WOODS AND 

I’LL TELL YOU. .p i 
IT’S A LON© / I  I 

.  STORY. S  y

^  LET'S FIRST 
GO TO U JJAIN 

WHERE THE 
OTHERS ARE 

WAITING.

AT U JJAIN  - YOU ARE ALWAYS 
MOODY, 

SHRIDATTA. .

) I HAVE REASON 
I ENOUGH. MY 

PARENTS HAVE 
BEEN KILLED AND 

I HAVE NOT YET 
AVENGED THEIR 

\M U R D E R .



WHO IS THAT 
LOVELY C3IRL?

w h a t ’s? th e  m a t t e r ?WHAT& th e  m a t t e r ?

THE PRINCESS HAS BEEN 
BITTEN BY A SNAKE.

WHAT ARE 
WE WAITIN6 
FOR THEN?

I CAN 
SAVE HER 

LIFE .

THE PRINCESS \r*AS 
CARRIED A m y  TO A 
H U T NEAR BY.

f  SHE IS PRINCESS ^  
MRI6ANKAVATI,THE 

IS THAT \  O NLY CHILD 
O F OUR.

KINO. X

1-Jl̂  HE WANTS HER TO 
MARRY A RICH AND 
POWERFUL PRINCE. 
ONE FIT TO BECOME 
HIS HEIR.



LET ME PUT THIS 
MAGIC
RING ON W j n
HER.
FINGER.. A f  < A  |

AS SHRJDflrm PUT THE P /N6 ON HEP F/N6EG THE PPJNCESS SLOWLY 
PE6MNED ^

WHAT IS THE MATTER? 
L WHO IS THIS i  
■b^STRANG EG  ?

r  HE SAVED ^  
VOUR LIFE. YOU 
WERE BITTEN 

\  BY A SNAKE.



HOW BEAUTIFUL 
SHE IS! I WISH 
SHE WERE MINE.

WHAT IS HAPPENING 
HERE? HOW IS 
MRI6ANKAVATI ? >

^ I ’M ALL 
RIGHT NOW, 

FATHER.

SHE WAS BITTEN BV 
A SNAKE. THIS 
MAN HAS JUST 
REVIVED HER.

I’LL SEE THAT YOU ARE 
PROPERLY REWARDED, 

MY SON!

I DON’ T WANT A 
REWARD. I AM 

©LAD I WAS 
THERE IN TIME.



AS SHRIDATTA ANQ.HIS FRIENDS WALKED AW AY-If  I JUST REMEMBERED..

MIND VOUR STEP. WHAT 
ARE YOU THINKING OF?

...I HAVE 
FORGOTTEN 
MY RlN© 
THERE. /

SHALL I 
FETCH IT?

DON’T. IT WILL ©IVE 
SHRIDATTA AN EXCUSE 
TO MEET HER AGAIN.

LATER MRIOANKAVAT/’S AMID CAME TO THEIR HUT. I WILL WAIT 
FOR HER THIS 

EVENING IN THE 
OLD TEMPLE 

OUTSIDE THE 
. CITY. A

SIR, YOU LEFT YOUR Y 
PRECIOUS RIN© i
BEHIND. MY MISTRESS 
WOULD LIKE TO

RETURN IT 
PERSONALLY





YOU ARE THE MAN 
WHO SAVED HER 

LIFE,AREN’T
YOU?

I SHALL \COAAE 8ACK 
RETURN TO \  SOME 
PATALIPUTRA, /TIME.We’Ll 
TOMORROW. /  TELL YOU
N.___ J  WHAT

AR  HAPPENED.

7 YES ! I CAME 
ON A VISIT TO SEE 

THE PLACE AND 
WAS HERE IN 

TIME TO BE 
. OF SERVICE.





SHg/DfiTTH SOON C flU & iT  UP WITH THE HORSEMEN.

THERE GO THE 
VILLAINS.

I THOUGHT 
you WOULD 
NEVER COME.



OUR HORSE IS TIRED. 
WE MUST DISMOUNT 
AND LET HIM REST. 1

THEY TRIED SO 
HARD TO 

. PROTECT ME. .

POOR FELLOW! HE

WE MUST WALK NOW..

IT HAS BEEN TOO 
MUCH FOR YOU. 

REST HERE WHILE 
I I FIND WATER.

I CANNOT WALK.
I AM TIRED , 

AND THIRSTY.





IT’S SETTING) DARK. 
I’LL CLIMB THIS 
TREE. MAYBE I CAN' 

SEE HER FROM 
^  UP THERE.

IN THE FADING) 
LIGHT I CAN’T 

RECOSNISE 
A THINS.

I WILL HAVE TO WAIT 
HERE TILL MORNING). 
MAY SOD PROTECT M' 
POOR MRISANKAVATl!



WHAT COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED TO HIM? 
WHY ISN’T HE J 

teo. BACK? / J

WHAT IS THAT 
NOISE? IS IT 

^ A  LION? /

IT  MM S OVCY /) HUNTER.. DON’ T BE 
AFRAID,
l a d y !



OUTSIDE THE CITY OF MATHURA' BUT MOW 
WILL MV 

SHRIDATTA 
FIND ME? 
PERHAPS 
I SHOULDN’T 

HAVE i

THE-PRIME'MINISTER 
IS ASOOD MAN. WE’LL 
SO TO HIS HOUSE. 
THEV WILL TAKE 
CARE OF YOU. A

\J  1-“ “*“** ■tlffito A  AWAY.

r '  - ^ S . j | i v <s=g3
. . , ^ 1 3
' f f i a

%







WHEN THEN REACHED THE PRIME MINISTERS,

COME . I MUST TELL THE PRIME 
MINISTER AND HIS WIFE THAT 
VOUVE RETURNED.THEY HAVE
BEEN SO *---------------------- —«

'KIND TO J  THEY DESERVE MY 
ME. y  UNDYIN6 GRATITUDE

V  I AM \  
5HRICWTTA, 
THE SON OF 

KALANEMI OF 
PATAU PUTRA.



' a la s ! both 
MOTHER. 

AND HE WERE 
L KILLED 

SOME
|&t TIME > 

ASO. /

KALANEMI! VOUR 
FATHER. IS MY 

> BROTHER. WE 
\  HAVE NOT 
FT SEEN EACH 
f \  OTHER 
fQ r SINCE I LEFT 
K? HOME TO 
< SEEK MY 

r  FORTUNE.
V HOWISHEf y

SOD BROU6HT YOU HERE TO 
ME.MDU SHALL BE MY HEIR 
AND MARRY MRIGANKAVATI. .

WE HAD NO CHILDREN. 
NOW I HAVE TWO -  A SON 
AND A DAUGHTER.

NOW I MUST SO 
TO FIND MY 

1 GOOD FRIENDS 
hN PATALIPUTRA.

AND
E T  I SHALL 
V TAKE 
' MRIGANKAVATI 
TO HER RATHER.

HE MUST BE 
i SO UNHAPPY.



MO&EN,CEVETJ WENT WITH HER UNCLE END HUNT TO UJJE/N.

I AM THE PRIME MINISTER OF 
MATHURA. MRIGANKAVATI IS M 
DAU6HTER-IN- LAW.

I AM SO RELIEVED 
TO SEE YOU. WHY 
DID YOU RUN AWAY?

SHRIDETTE FOUND HIE FRIENDS END BROU&HT THEM TO UJJE/N.

YOU MUST CHALLENGE J WE'LL MAKE YOU 
VIKRAMA6HAKTI. THE KING OF

—~T& ------------- -----" i T  V  PATALIPUTRA.

THE KING OF MATHURA 
WILL BE ON OUR SIDE.

YOU CAN DEPEND 
ON THAT. .

I’ LL COLLECT AN ARMY 
AND WE WILL ATTACK. 

PATALIPUTRA. A

'A BOLD DECISION.



SHRJDATTA BECAME KING, OF 
'• PATALlPUTPA AND REIQNED HAPPILY 

THERE WITH MRKoAMKAVATLI HAVE 
AVENGED MV 
PARENTS' 
DEATH



Give your child a gift he'll treasure 
forever-the gift of his own heritage 

in these specially designed
BUMPER ISSUES

each containing three 
Amar Chitra Katha titles :

# PRntHRTflnnm
j s  v v -1 *-■ *—  —i

1. Tales o f  Hanuman
2. Tales o f  B irba l
3. Tales fro m  th e  

Panchatantra
4. Tales o f  8uddha
6. Tales o f  th e  M o th e r 

Goddess
6. The sons o f  Shiva 
7 A dven tu res  o f  K rishna
8. Tales fro m  th e  

H itopadesha
9. The G reat Ranas o f  M ew ar

10. Tales o f  Hum our
11. The sons o f  th e  

Pandavas

12. D evotees o f  V ishnu
13. Jataka ta les  23.

-  A nim al S to ries
14. P oe t S aints o f  N o rth -ln d la  24.
16. Ram akrishna 25.

Paramahansa &  h is  ta le s  26.
16. Tales fro m  th e  27.

M ahabhara ta 28.
17. Tales o f G u ja ra t 29.
18. V a lia n t k ings o f  30.

A n c ie n t Ind ia 31.
19. Fo lk ta les o f  Bengal 32.
20 Heroes o f  th e  33.

M ahabhara ta n 34.
21. The th re e  G urus 35.

|  Distributed by

Tales o f  R evo lu tionaries  
M en w h o  fo u g h t fo r  
lndependenco '1 .
G reat sons o f  Bengal 
Tales o f  V a lia n t Queens. 
Tales o f  Krishna 
Tales o f  Love and D evo tion  
E xp lo its  o f  A rjuna  
Tales o f  Indra 
B ud dh is t Legends 
The O res t M ugha ls-I 
The G rea t M ug ha ls -ll 
Heroes o f  Punjab 
Tales o f  Sanjeevani 
Legends o f  Orissa

INDIA BOOK HOUSE Rs. 12/- each f


