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Pride and arrogance have always been disastrous 
attr ibutes in the mental make-up of man. Very often people 
have unusual talents and intel lectual abi l i t ies. But the 
moment the hateful worm of arrogance creeps in, it eats 
up the virtues and renders the personality hol low and 
superficial.

This is the story of Yavakrida, the son of Bharadwaja 
and Parvavasu and Arvavasu,  the sons of Raibhya. It 
amply i l lustrates their downfal l  due to arrogance and 
deceit. But no penance or worship of the Lord can go 
waste, and the story takes an unexpected turn, culminating 
in their revival.
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:<BHARADWAJA AND RAIBHYA, TWO LEARNED SAGES, WERE VERY GOOD FRIEN D S. WHILE 
BHARADWAJA SPEN T H IS  TIME IN  THE CONTEM PLATION OF GOD, RAIBHYA WHO SERVED 
THE PEOPLE B Y  H IS  LE AR N IN G  WAS H IG H LY  RESPECTED BY THE B R A H M A N  AS.



'  THERE 
IS YOUR DEAR N 

FRIEND, 
RAIBHYA WITH 

HIS SONS, 
PARAVASU AND 

K ARVAVASU. /

ONE D AY , SAGE BHARADW AJA ALONG W ITH HIS SO N  YAVAKRIDA PAID  A V ISIT TO 
R A IB H Y A ’S  H ER M ITAG E. I-------------------- ?------------------------------------------------- S— ------7,

NOBODY GIVES 
YOU OR ME SO 
MUCH RESPECT.4

r  DO NOT 
GRUDGE HIM 

HIS DUE,MY 
V  SO N. >

YAVAKR ID A WAS N O T  H APPY TO SEE THAT THE BR A H M A N A S  P A ID  MORE RESPECT
TO R A IB H Y A  TH A N  TO H IS  FA TH E R  WHO WAS E Q U ALLY LEARNED.

SEE HOW THE 
BRAHMANAS BOW 
AND SCRAPE 
BEFORE HIM ! WHAT 
HAS HE DONE TO 
DESERVE SUCH 

HONOUR ?

RAIBHYA AND HIS 
SONS ARE SCHOLARS, 
WELL-VERSED IN 
THE VEDIC LORE. /

' THEN I TOO SHALL 
GAIN THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE VEDAS AND 
EARN THE RESPECT 

V  OF THE BRAHMANAS



THEN ONE. DAY INDRA APPEARED BEFORE HIM

LORD!.-I SEEK 
KNOWLEDGE. PLEASE N 
GIVE ME COMPLETE 

AND DIRECT KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE VEDAS. ,y

YOUR AUSTERITIES HAVE 
PLEASED M E . WHAT DO 
YOU SE E K , O BRAHMAN A ?

YOU ARE ON THE WRONG PATH 
TH E KNOW LEDGE OF THE 

SCRIPTURES CAN ONLY BE 
ACQUIRED AFTER LONG 

YEARS OF PATIENT STUDY /  
UNDER A QUALIFIED S  

PRECEPTOR. - /

AND SPYING SO , 
INDRA DISAPPEARED.





NEXT MORNING WHEN YAVAKRIDA WENT DOWN TO THE GANGES TO BATHE, HE SAW AN  
OLD MAN SITTING ON THE BANK., THROW/N6 HANDFULS OF SAND INTO THE

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING,OLD c
_ MAN ?

I AM BUILDING A DAM 
SO THAT PEOPLE MAY 
CROSS OVER. IT TO THE 

OTHER SIDE OF THE , 
RIVER.



LORD ! GRANT ME THE BOON 
I SE EK ... AS A PERSONAL . 
FAVOUR... PLEASE...

YOU ARE INDRA

VA VAKLRIDA STUDIED THE VEDAS END BECAME A 
LEARNED SCHOLAR. HE, HOWEVER, BECAME VAIN WITH 
THE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD ACQUIRED H/S KNOWLEDGE

LISTEN TO THE STORY 
OF MEDHAVI WHICH WILL 
ENLIGHTEN YOU ABOUT 
WHAT I WISH 
TO TELL YOU.



'MEDHflV/ WES hN INTELLI6ENC.BUT EfiRxD&ENT YOUTH

OUT OF 
MY WAY, 
FOOLS!

HE’S RIGHT. HE’S THE 
H^SON OF THE GREAT 
P f^ S A G E , BALADHI. j

DO NOT BOTHER TO 
CURSE ME AND LOSE 
THE POWER OF (k 
YOUR PENANCE. 1’AMp 
IMMORTAL...
HA, HA, HA !

BALADHI PLEASED THE GODS WITH 
HIS PENANCES AND THEY PROMISED 
HIM THAT HIS SON WOULD LIVE AS 
LONG A5 THAT MOUNTAIN STOOD. .

l v ) |  .



‘MEDHAV/ WANDERED AROUND, FLAU N TIN G  HIS K H O W L'/ GE AND INSULTING THE SAGES. 
THEN ONE DAY HE COMM ITTED AN UNPARDONABLE Si f f  BY OFFENDING THE GREAT 
SAGE DHANU SHAKSH A . DHANUSHAKSHA WAS ENRAGED— ” [-----------------------------------------------

DO YOU KNOW THAT I CAN 
REDUCE YOU TO ASHES WITH 

ONE GLANCE.

DO YOUR WORST, 
v  OLD MAN.

REALLY! THEN IT 
SHALL NOT STAND 
v  MUCH LONGER. >

I AM INVINCIBLE 
AS LONG AS THAT 
MOUNTAIN STANDS

‘DHANUSHAKSHA TRANSFORMED HIM SELF INTO A HUGE BUFFALO





X  DON’T WORRY, 
FATHER ! I RESPECT 
RAIBHYA AS MUCH 

V  AS YOU DO.
LEARN WISDOM FROM THE 
LEGEND, MY SON. RAIBHYA 
IS NO LESS POWERFUL 

S THAN DHANUSHAKSHA. * I

BHARADWAJA CONCLUDED HIS STONY —

BU T YAVAKR/DA SOON FORGOT HIS FATHER’S W ARNING .H IS KNOWLEDGE GAVE HIM  
A SENSE OF POWER AND HE BECAME VAIN AND ARROGANT. ONE DAY AS HE WAS 
PASSING RA/BHYA’S HERM ITAG E—  i-------------------------------------------------£  /  'V ...................... ............

S j E r W  THAT 15 PARAVASU’S 
WIFE. WHAT A

o o  o O \  BEAUTIFUL WOMAN ! y

I CANNOT TAKE MY EYES 
OFF HER. THERE, SHE 

HAS SEEN ME.



ARE YOU 
ALONE ?

YES! BUT 
WHY DO YOU 
> ASK ? v

DON’ T BE 
AFRAID!

COME 
WITH ME !

WHERE ?

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING ? LET 

V  ME GO! /

DON’T RESIST ME OR I 
v SHALL LAY MY

CURSE ON YOU.

ix M W  .

M fC 1
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RA/BHYA RUSHED IN TO  H IS  HERMITAGE 
IN  A TOWERING RAGE. HE PLUCKED A 
HAIR  FROM H IS  HEAD AND CHANTING A 
MANTRA THREW IT  INTO THE SACRIFICIAL 
F IR E ... I---------

I
,i |

tO l .

A  ^ ' —  o V • j

...A N D  INSTANTANEOUSLY A BEAUTIFUL 
MAIDEN ROSE UP FROM THE FLAM ES.

HE PLUCKED ANOTHER HAIR AND REPEATED THE 
PROCEDURE. THIS TIME A MONSTER WITH BLAZING 
EYES AND A FEARFUL FACE TOOK SHAPE IN  THE 
F IR E .



THE BEAU TY A N D  THE BEAST IM M EDIATELY S ET O U T TO CARRY OUT RAIBHYA’S COMMAND.

YAVAKRIDA WAS ABOUT TO PERFORM HIS ABLUTIONS WHEN THE MAIDEN WENT PAST H/M.



H URRY*/

WHAT AN ENCHANTING PLACE 
THIS IS ! STAY HERE, <;
I’ L L  BRING YOUR 
WATER JUG.

THE. M AID EN  W ENT AWAY 
AND YAVAKR/DA WAITED 
IM PATIENTLY FOR HER TO 
RETURN.

THEN  SUDDENLY H E SAW  
COMING TOW ARDS H IM . r

THE M O N STER

OH, MY GOD! THAT 
COULD ONLY BE

r \ h. \ r» r \z z dqiduva’c



B U T  WHEN HE REACHED THE STREAM HE FOUND THAT IT  WAS DRY.

I AM DOOMED!



THERE IS A LAKE 
NEARBY. PLL WASH jO c 
^  MYSELF THERE. /

;  WHAT 
AM I ro  

DO NOW

W ILL  SEEK REFUGE IN MY FATHER S 
HERMITAGE.THIS MONSTER W ILL 

NOT DARE FOLLOW ME IN THERE . 1

BUT THE LAKE TOO WHS DRV.

CANNOT
ESCAPE v\E
FOR LONG



VAVARR/DA NOW R EALIZED  H /S  FATHER’D WARNING TO H IM , B U T IT  WAD TOO LATE. 
HOWEVER, HE PLEADED ONCE AGAIN —

AND THE G ENTRY WAS RIG HT FOR HE COULD SEE WITH ONLY ONE EYE WHICH WAD 
TURNED TOWARDS YAVARR/DA. _____________ _

AS VAVAKRIDA STRUGGLED WITH 
THE SENTRY, THE MONSTER CAME 
RUNNING UR AND PLUNGED HIS  
TRIDENT INTO THE STOMACH OF THE 
YOUTH.







PARBVASU AND  F)RVftVASU, THE SONS O F RA/BHYA, WERE INVITED BY R ING  BR/HADYUMNA 
TO A S S IS T  IN  THE PERFORMANCE OF ft SACRIFICE.



YOUR HIGHNESS, HE IS HIGHLY 
PLEASED WITH YOUR VIRTUOUS 
CONDUCT AND SENDS YOU HIS 

SBLESSING,^*, ^

AND HOW IS 
YOUR GREAT 
V FATHER?

COME, I WILL SHOW 
YOU WHERE THE 
SACRIFICE IS TO a 
^B E  HELD. ^

/ n *
« L v



AFTER. BIDDING FAREWELL TO HIS BROTHER, PARAVASU SET OUT THAT EVENING

WATCH OUT FOR 
BANDITS AND 
WILD ANIMALS!

1 W ILL , MV 
BROTHER.

IT  WAS DAW N BEFORE HE SIGHTED  
H I S L A T H E R 'S  HERM ITAGE. AS HE 
APPROACHED N EAR ER  —

THERE IS SOMETHING 
}  MOVING IN THOSE 
' v—\  BUSHES. r ' '



THERE IT IS  AGAIN. 
A W ILD  ANIMAL 

WAITING TO POUNCE 
iO N  M E, NO DOUBT

WHAT HAVE I DONE ? I DO NOT 
V HEAR AN ANIMAL’ S VOICE. )

A H H A ..!

THAT...THAT 
SOUNDED LIKE 
) A M A N ! r

PEREVHSU LIFTED  H 'S  SPEER END  
FLUNG  IT  IN TO  THE BUSHES.



FATHER, PLEASE 
SPEAK TO ME.

]% & B s £ ± W \J k I T  ~ *< ^ T ---- -T-yl
r& A ^ W r//^  ^vv^ a



THE DEED 15 DONE. DO NOT 
V BLAME YOURSELF A 

TOO MUCH.

FATHER WAS FATED 
TO DIE AT THE , 
HANDS OF HIS c f-  
OWN SON.
YA VA K RI DA’S j !
FATHER H A D fO ^ i l i -  
CURSED H IM W

I KNOW

BUT NOW I HAVE HIS 
BLOOD ON MY HANDS 
I HAVE SINNED AND 
MUST GO AWAY FROM 
HERE AND DO s

PENANCE.



YOU CANNOT GO AWAY NOW 
YOU HAVE TO OFFICIATE 
AT THE KING’ S 
SACRIFICE.

CAN’ T YOU 
MANAGE 

WITHOUT ME ?

NO ! I AM NOT AS 
EXPERIENCED AS 

YOU, MY BROTHER

WE ARE BOTH IN A QUANDARY. 
THE K IN G ’S SACRIFICE MUST 
BE SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTED 
AND AT THE SAME TIME THERE 
MUST BE AN EXPIATION OF THE

I WILL LEAVE IMMEDIATELY 
AND RETURN IN TIME TO 
JOIN YOU AT THE . 

SACRIFICE.

ARVftVASU LE F T  THE PALACE 
END WENT INTO THE FOREST 
TO DO PENANCE ON BEHALF 
OF HIS BRO THER,.



LET h im  s t e p  on  t h is  
SACRED GROUND. HE 
HAS THE BLOOD OF A 

BRAHMANA ON HIS 
HANDS,!

BROTHER. AN EVIL THOUGHT CAME TO H /5  M l HD  —

7

W HEN HE LOW H IS VIRTUOUS

I CAN EASILY PUT 
THE BLAME FOR 
FATHER’ S DEATH



HE 15 NOT ONLY A MURDE 
V  RER BUT ALSO A LIAR.

WHAT ARE YOU N 
SAYING, PARAVASU ? 
IT IS YOU WHO 
KILLED FATHER, />

I AM BLAMELESS, O KING 
HE SENT ME AWAY TO DO 
PENANCE ON HIS BEHALF.

TAKE HIM 
AWAY! .

WHAT A 
STORY!

NO. I AM 
INNOCENT.

ARVAVASU’S PROTESTS WERE IN  VFUN. THE 
GUARDS DRAGGED HIM  AWAY AND THREW 
HIM OUT OF THE PALACE GROUNDS.

ONE CANNOT TRUST EVEN 
ONE’ S OWN BROTHER IN 

THIS WORLD. 
HENCEFORTH 

I SHALL DEVOTE



ARVAVASU RETURNED TO THE FOREST AND BECAME 
AN ARDENT DEVOTEE OF SURVft, THE SUN GOD.

SURyf) WAS PLEASED

I MUST REWARD 
HIM FOR HIS \ 

l DEVOTION. /

WHAT DO YOU SEEK. 
O BRAHMANA ?  ASK 

FOR THREE BOONS 
AND I SHALL GRANT 
V .  THEM TO YOU. _



^  THEN,0 LORD, X  
RESTORE MY FATHER 

TO LIFE AND LET HIM 
NOT REMEMBER 

Sw HIS DEATH.

r  ABSOLVE MV BROTHER 
OF HIS SINS AND FREE HIM 

FROM HIS WICKEDNESS. 
RESTORE VAVAKRIDA AND 

Y  HIS FATHER TO LIFE. 4

/ x
r

— x  l
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A n s w e rs  I.The igloo, home of the Eskimos of North America. Its unique entrance keeps the warmth in, w ild  bears out. 2. The stone 
house of the Europeans. Moisture cannot spoil it. 3. The tall stilt house of the South-East Asians. Safe against crocodiles, cool in 
summer. 4. The tree house of the Africans. Comfortable and safe from the w ild  animals. 5. The camel-skin tent o f the Arabs. Protection in 
sandstorms. 6. The mud and grass house of the West Africans. Keeps cool even in the hot sun.
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Bachat Kumar rides to school on a new red bike.

B a c h a t K u m ar is  g o in g  to  s c h o o l. 
L o o k  a t h im ! R o u n d  a n d  r o u n d  h e  
g o e s ,  T r in g  t r r r r in g  r in g !

A n d  th e  b u lly  B a b b a r  S h e r  
r o a r s  w ith  e n v y .

*• • 'O h  w h at a b e a u tifu l, J q
\ b e a u tifu l b ik e ! '  s a y s  \  6 
;  J  B h o la  w ith  a  te a r  
;  ;  in  h is  e y e .

A 4 1 A / 1̂ % A /y V /
Go to class you show-off! H>> 

And leave your silly \  
bike behind. *

B a k -b a k  is  ir r ita te d .

H ow  s h o u ld  th e y  g e t  
B a c h a t K u m a r o ff that 

s b i k e  s o  th a t th e y  c a n  a ll 
g e t  r id e s ?  'C o m e -o n , 

c o m e -o n ! ' h e  te l ls  th e  o th e r s  a n d  
th e y  g e t  t o g e th e r  to  p la n .

-fRRRW*

‘N o -n o -n o !’ s q u e a ls  B a c h a t K u m ar 
'T h is  is  m y  n e w  r e d  b i k e  

N o o n e  b u t m e  w ill r id e  
It’s  b o u g h t  w ith  m y  o w n  m o n e y  
I 'v e  b e e n  s a v in g  in  m y  tu m m y !'

This is what they decide:
L a m b o o ji  w ill c h a s e  B a c h a t 
K u m ar. A s  s o o n  a s  B a c h a t K u m ar 
g e t s  to  th e  c o r n e r ,  B a k  b a k  w ill 
g iv e  a  w a r n in g  w h is tle .

T h e n  P e tu  w ill  b l o c k  th e  w ay . 
A n d  T attu  S in g h  w ill  g i v e  a  k ic k ! 
O ff h e 'l l  g o — a n d  th e  b i k e  
w ill b e  a ll  th e ir s .

.1
Know what happened?
W h e n  L a m b o o ji  s ta r te d  c h a s in g  B a c h a t K u m ar, h e  to o k  o ff o n  h is  n e w  r e d  b i k e .  
F a s t e r  th a n  a n y b o d y  c o u ld  th in k . F a s te r  th an  a  w in k .

M ith u -k a k a  h a d  b e e n  w a tc h in g  
a l l  th is  h a p p e n  fro m  h is  t r e e .
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