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SRI VENKATESWARA

@/VC£ UPON A TIME, THE GREAT R /5H /5 O F  
YORE, GOT TOGETHER AT N Y M IdA R A N Y A * TO 
PERFORM  A GREAT YAJN A**FO R  THE W ELFARE 
O F M AN KIND .

----—
AS THE PREPARATIONS W ERE O N , SAGE NARADA W S/TED  THE S IT E

NARAYANA ! 
NARAYANAN

W ELC O M E.. 
HOLY S IR E

WHAT 15 THI5 
YA-TNA 

*  FOR ?

^ S F f o r  p u r ify^ V ^ ;
/ l N 6  THE MIND OF NS 
7MAN IN THIS KALiyUGA. ' 
'BUT WE ARE NOT SURE AS 
iTO WHOM WE SHOULD 
lOFFER THE OBLATIONS.
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/  BUT X  
' SURELY, NARADA 
CAN HELP US 
DECIDE AS TO 
WHICH GOD DO 

V WE
HONOUR. (L a

> lN  THI5 KALI- 
/YUGA,ONLY A \
DIVINITY OF A SATTAViC 
NATURE DESERVES THE 
l OFFERING OFTHE YATNA.

YOU CAN TRAVEL 
ACROSS THE THREE WORLDS 

AND FIND OUT THE MOST 
TOLERANT AMONG THE 
THREE G O D S - BRAHMA, y  

\  VISHNU AND SHIVA. A  /

SAYING 5 0 j  THE C ELESTIAL SAGE 
NARADA LE F T  THE SACRIFICIAL 
GROUNDS.

THE R ISHIS W ERE HESITANT, B U T  
SAGE B H R IG U  AGREED TO 
UNDERTAKE THE GREAT JOURNEY.

n a r a yA n a l
NARAYANA!i
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THEREAFTER THE SAG E W EN T TO K A IL ASH , THE ABO D E O F  S H IV A ...

3H R/G U  VISITED SATYALOKA, THE WORLD OF BRAH M A, 
- HD FOUND BRAHMA ABSO RBED /N  R ELIG IO U S
d s c u s s io n  w / t h  s a r a s w a t i,  h /s  c o n s o r t ,  a n d
OTHER D EVAS.
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NEXT, H E  V IS ITE D  VAIKUNTHA, THE HEAVENLY ABO D E O F  LORD V/SHNU.

BHRIG U SAW  A TING E O F IR R ITATIO N  O N  SHIVA’5  FAC E,AN D  DECIDED TO R E T IR E .



SHRIG U SAW  V/SHNU, R ECL/N /NG  /N  SOUND  
S LU M BER ;  W /W  /V/5 CONSORT LAKSH M !
AT H /S  F E E T .

/N  ANG ER , THE SAGE K/CKED 
THE GOD AW AKE.

LORD VISHNU A T ONCE UNDERSTOOD THE 
CAUSE O F B H FtIG U ’S  R E S E N T M E N T .

SUPR EM E LORD 
PARDON M E  

FOR N N  
RASH ACT

THE FAULT \  
LIES WITH THE > 

HOST WHO
D0E5 NOT NOTICE THE 

ARRIVAL OF HIS GUEST.

SU R PR ISED  A T V ISH N U ’S  R EA C TIO N  
BH R IG U  FILL UPO N H /S  K N E E S .



BHRIGU RETURNED TO EARTH AND  
NARRATED TO THE OTHER R IS H IS  
ABO UT H IS  JO U R N EY TO THE THREE 
WORLDS.

V/SHNU WAS ELEC TED  THE PRESIDING  
DE/TY O F TH EIR  YAJNA AND THE 
CEREMONIES B E G A N  DEVOUTL Y.

AT VAIKUNTHA, WHEREAS V/5H NU  UNDERSTOOD THE 
PLAY O F MAYA IN  THE V IS IT  O F BH R IG U , LA K 5H M I 
FELT INSULTED.



I M U 5T DO
PENANCE TO QUELL /VO 
M IN D ’ S TORMENT. 
PARDON M E , MY LORD 

FOR I MUST LEAVE 
YOU AT ONCE.

LORD VISHNU FAILED TO PACIFY H IS  
ENRAGED SPO U SE...

THE GODDESS LA K S H M ! LE FT VAIKUNTHA.

AFTER  THE DEPARTURE O F LAKSHM I, 
VAIKUNTHA LOST ITS LUSTER. VISHNU, 
PAINED AT THE SEPERAT/ON O F H /5 
BELOVED,  SAT FORLORN AND DEJECTED.

H E  LE F T  VAIKUNTHA AND CAME 
TO EAR TH :



...A N D  CROSSED INTO THE DECCAN PLATEAU, B U T  
COULD F /N D  N O  SO LACE ANYW HERE.

AFTER  TRAVERSING H ALF THE WORLD, V/5H NU , 
AT LAST, CAME TO THE SESHAADR/ H IL L S ^



A FINE 
PLACE FOR 
M EDITATIO N

ON THE H ILLS , LO R D  V/SHNU CAM E  
U PO N  THE COON B A N E  O F THE LAKE, 
SW AM I  PU SH  EARNL.

H E  SAT UNDER A HUGE TREE. 
A STRANGE FEELING OF 
PEACE CAME UPON H IM  .

<s~

W ILD  D EE R  PLAVED N EAR  
THE LA K E , A N D  TR E E S  
H U M M ED  W ITH B /R D S .

LORD VISHNU SAW  A HUG ANT
HILL N EAR BY, W ITH A  C A V E - 
L /K E  ENTRANCE.

THE SUPREM E LORD SAT IN S ID E  TH E A N T-H ILL IN  
M E D ITATIO N , FO R G ETTIN G  A LL THOUGHT O F FOOD AND DR/NK.



BRAHMA DEVISED  /4 PLAN AND BECAM E A COW  
WHILE SHIVA TOON THE FO RM  O F ITS  CALF. AND  
UPON SURYA ’S ^R E Q U E S T , LAKSH M ! TOOK THE 
FORM O F  A YOUNG GIRL ESCORTING THE COV/.

LAKSHM I TOOK THE COW TO THE C ITY  
OF A CHOLA K IN G  WHO R U LE D  THE
AREA O F THE SESHAADR /  H ILLS .

ACCORDING TO B R AH M A’S  P LA N , THE KING  
PURCHASED THE COW AT A GRAND P R IC E .

THE COW AND IT S  C ALF W ERE 
ADDED TO THE ROYAL H E R D .

AN EPITHET O F SHIVA * *  SUN GOD

V n ,

//-"•



THE COWHERD O F THE PALACE USED 70 TAHE THE HERD FOR 
GRAZ/HG TO THE NEARBY SESHAADR/ H/LCS, A HD...

THE D /V /N E  COW  700H  THE  
O PPO R TU N ITY AN D  W ENT TO 
THE PLACE W HERE LORD VISHNU 
SAT IN  M EDITATIO N.

... W H ILE THE COWS G RAZED, 
THE COW HERD D O ZED  BENEATH  
A SH AD Y T R E E .

THE COW STOOD ABO VE  
THE HO LE OF THAT CAVE 
AN D  POURED / TS HULK.

LORD VISHNU STIRRED  
FR O M  H J5 CONTEMPLATION, 
AND BECAM E AW ARE O F  
BR AH M A’S  CONCERN 
FO R  H IM ...

. ..A N D  DRANK THE M ILK

■ MJt



I AM INNOCENT . I 
DO NOT KNOW WHY 
THIS HEALTHy COW 
GIVES NO M ILK . AND 
NO ONE MILKS THE 

COW IN SECRET.

K  FIND OUT 
THE TRUTH OR 
VCU W ILL B E  

PUNISHED.

7MS M ILKM AIDS COMPLAINED TO 
THE QUEEAJ IMHO SUM M O NED  
THE COIMHEPD.

H E  PRETENDED SLEEP AND
NOTICED  / n E  COM S L IP  
ALMAY FRO M  THE HERD.

A')



H E  Q UICKLY PIC KED  UP 
H /5  AXE AN D  FOLLOWED 
THE COW.

... AND CAUGHT THE AXE BEFO RE J7 COULD HARM  
THE COW, B U T NOT BEFO RE THE W EAPON H AD  CAUSED 
A D EEP WOUND ON H /5  HEAD.

UPON SEEING D /SHNUj THE • 
COWHERD FELL TO THE 
GROUND UNCONSCIOUS.



...A N D  W ENT STRAIG HT TO THE K /N G , 
AGITATED AND WITH TEAR -F IL L  ED
EYES.



youR
y  MAN TRIED TO KILL 
THE COW, BUT WHILE 
SAVING  IT, THE AXE 

STRUCK M y  FOREHEAD.

^  I AM 
THE CULPRIT. 

O KING !

V ” V t

KILLED M y  
SERVANT? COME 
OUT AND FACE THE 

CONSEQUENCEl

W /E KING WAS SHOCKED UPON 
SEE/NG VISHNU.

WHO A R E YOU ?  
AND HOW DID YOU IN
JURE YOUR HEAD ?  AND 

WHY DID YOU HARM MY 
COWHERD?

VISHNU, S ITT IN G  UNDER A TREE NEARBY, 
CAME OUT TO M E E T H IM .

I AM
EXTREMELY

SORRY

^  UNDER ^
RASH KINGS LIKE 

YOU THE COMMON 
PEOPLE SUFFER YOU 
WILL BECOME A GHOST 

V AND WANDER IN m X . forests^ jy;



THE K /N G  HECO G N/SED THE  
PER SO N  70 B E  N O N E  O TH ER  
THAN TH E GOD VISHNU H IM 

SELF.

^  VDUR N  
FORGIVE  N 'ESS, IAV 

LORD. PLEASE 
CANCEL YOUR 

C U R S E .

BUT AFTER
WANDERING IN THE FORM 
OF A GHOST, X5U SHALL 
AGAIN TAKE BIRTH AS 
A KING AND HAVE THE 

\  GODDESS LAK5HMI FOR 
A DAUGHTER WHOM 

■  V .  I SHALL MHRRy.

YOUR G O OD  
D EED S BROUGHT 
yOU INTO LAY 
PRESENCE, BUT 
WHAT 1 HAVE 

JU S T  SPOKEN 
W ILL COME 

V  TO PASS.

A 5 ORDAINED ,  THE KING SUDDENLY 
TURNED INTO A GHOST.

THIS
WOUND IS 

ACHING. I WISH 
BHRIHASPATI *  

COULD ATTEND 
UPON ME.



AS V/SHNU THOUGHT ABOUT BR/HASPAT/

YOU
SUMMONED 

M E, MY 
LORD. I 

KNOW OF 
>> yo u R
7 X jA O U N O ^

Mur

AS THE GOD LOOKED FOR THE H ER B , LORD 
VARAHA *  APPEARED.

BR/HASPATI TOLD 1//5HNU TO A P P LY  
A PARTICULAR H E R B  FO UND H EAR  
THE LA K E , SW AM IPUSHKARANI.

V/5HNU TURNED AND LO O KED AT THE  
S PE A K ER . THE TWO R EC O G N /SED  
EACH O THER.

V/5HNU RELATED  HOW HE CAM E TO L/V E  
THER E A F T E R  LA K S H M /’S  DEPARTURE.

*  THE BOAP-A/ATAR OF VEHNU

SUPREM E O N E , 
HOW L 0 N 6  DO 
YOU WISH TO 
DWELL ON



J r  MOTHER,^ 
W  PLEASE 
I ATTEND UPON 
i  VISHNU, WHO 
A  IS WOUNDED,

VARAHA WANTED LORD VISHNU TO PAY 
FO P H IS  STAY.

LORD VARAHA WAS AW ARE O F  THE EVENTS TO  .  
C O N E.

LORD, PLEASE AGREE 
TO GIFT M E THE 
FIRST OF THE 
PRAYERS AND 
OFFERINGS OF 
YOUR DEVOTEES

VAHULAMAL/KA ACCOM PANIED VISHNU, KNOWING 
W ELL THAT HE WAS NONE OTHER THAN LORD 
K R IS H N A .

'  YASHODA IN  PREVIOUS BIRTH, WHEN VISHNU TOOK KRISHNA -AVATARA

THEREUPON LORD 
VARAHA SUMMONED 
VAKULAM AUKA*



AS T/M E PASSED; THE DECCAN PLATEAU PRC ERED  
UNDER THL THOLA KINGS, AKASHR AT AND  
THONDAMAN.

KING  AKA5H RAJ HAD A CHARMING 
W IFE DHAR/N/DEV/, B U T  H AD  NO

x :h /l d .

UPON THE ADVICE O F  P R IE S T 5 AN D  
ASTROLOGERS THE K/NG  D EC ID ED  
TO PER FO R M  A VAJNA FO R  
B E G E TT IN G  A  C H /LD .

PRIESTS O F  RENO W N ASS E M B LE D  TO 
PERFO RM  THE YATNA.

AS THE PRIESTS CHANTED THE ’M AN TR AS’,  THE K/NG  
PLOUGHED TH E  LAND AS R EQ U IR ED  B Y  THE YAJN A.



THE ROYAL R E T IN U E  R ETU R N E E  
TO THE R ALA C E ,  A M ID S T  G REAT  
R E JO /C /N G .

A FTE R  A FEW  M O NTHS QUEEN DHARINIDEVI 
GAVE B IR TH  TO A M ALE C H ILD  WHOM THE 
RING  N AM ED  VASUDHANA.

K/NG TANAKA AND WIFE O F S R ! RAMA



TH E TW O C H /LD R EN  GREW TOGETHER. INTO A HANDSO M E PA/R .

AR  ^ W t n r fT r fp n  7T alo-Ui'

1 * } %

(&»‘s:**rsv\\.wfcn'i

ONE D AY; 1//3HN U  W EN T O N  T 
TO H U N T, O N  A  H O R SE  
D R O U G H T B Y  G AR U D A.



THE ELEPH AN T H AN  FASTER THAN USUAL FOR. EES F t NO  j  M AH /N O  A N  /N  TERES TIN S CHASE.



LORD V/5H N U W H O  HAD W ITNESSED ALL 
ABANDONED N /5  CHA5E.

NOBLE LADY, 
WHO ARE

^ you ? <55

m jE  I AM
¥  PADMAVATI, \
[DAUGHTER OF THE 
jCHOLA KING AKASHRACT 
\  AND YOU ?  /

W  I AM A ^
d e s c e n d a n t  o f

THE MOON DYNASTy, 
TUST LIKE 

THE
v. CHOLAS. ^

B Y  N O W  PADM AVATI'5  FR IEN D S HAD RETURNED TO THE SPOT.



P A D m m v  ms s t r u c k  by v is h n u ’s  h a n d s o m e  m ie n .

WE SHALL MEET 
SO O N , PRINCESS 

PA DMA VAT I .

r  HOW DARE X .  
THIS STRANGER SPEAK 

THUS TO O U R  
V  P R IN C E S S  ?

V -S ^5JR 0N G  ANCTK^f 
/  POWERFUL IN BUILT, 

THE HANDSOME 
HUNTER SEEMS TO 

HAVE LOST HIS HEART
TO PA DM A VAT I

LO R D  [Y/SHNU R E TU R N E D .

YOU 
LOO K 
PENSIVE 

SON !



“ in  h e r  last b /r th  padaaavati 
WAS THE D AU G H TER  O F A SAG E  
NAM ED  KUSATHW AJA

( ( S H E  WAS A N  /NCARNAT/O N O F  
GODDESS LAN S H A H , WHO TO O K  
TH E FO R M  O F  A  C H/LD  B Y  THE  
CHANT/NG  O F  VED/C M A N TR A S  
B Y  THE G R EAT R /5 H /. "



"SHE WANTED TO M ARRY LORD V/5HNU, 
AND ON HER FATH ER ’S  ADV/CE,SHE  
R E  PA/R ED  TO THE HIM ALAYAS TO 
UNDERGO A U S T E R IT IE S  F O R  TH E  
PURPO SE

“ HAVANA, THE K /N G  O F  LAN KA, S H IN  H E R  
ONCE A N D  WAS CAR TH/ATEP B Y  H E R  
CHARM.”

“ R E  W ANTED TO FO R C E  H E R  /N TO  
M A R R Y IN G  H //H , W H/CH S H E  R E S IS TE D  
B Y  /.E A R IN G  /N TO  TH E  F IR E .”

“ THE F IR E -G O D , A G N /, SAVED  
H E R  A N D  K E P T  PAD M AVAT/ 
W ITH H IS  W IR E . ”



“ L A T E R  W HEN HAVANA C AR R IED  AW AY S /T A ,  M Y  W IFE , IN  
M V  /N C AR N AT/O N  A S  R A M A ...”

“ W HEN RAMA RESCUED S / f )  FRO M  H AVAN A, H E  A S K E D  H E R  TO 
UNDERG O  A F IR E -T E S T  TO PRO VE H ER  PU R ITY . "



“ TH EN  R AM A G R AN TED  YED AYAT/ A  BO O N  
TH A T W H EN  H E  TO O N H /S  IN C A R N A T IO N  
A S  S R /N /V A S A  ,S H E  W O U LD  B E  B O R N  A S  
P A D M A l/A T / TO THE CHOLA R /N G  A N A S H R A J, 
A N D  TH AT THEY W OULD B E  M A R R IE D ."

“pAM A WAS S U R P R IS E D  TO S E E  TWO
S /T A S j B U T  TH E  F /R E -G O D  
E XPLA IN ED  THE EP/SO D E O F  YEDAYATR

“S N A , THAT 15 VED AVAT/j E N TE R E D  
F IR E , B U T  TH E  F /R E -G O D  IM M EDIATELY  
CAM E O U T W /TH  TH E REAL S /T A ?’



VAKULAMALIRA PRESENTED THE 
QUEEN A N  ZVORY PLATE  FU LL 
O F G E M S  A N D  P R EC IO U S STONES.

THE Q UEEN APPROACHED TH E R/NG.

AFTER  A FEIN D AYS, VAKULA/AAL/KA

THE R /N G , UPON B E/N G  TOLD A BO U T THE 
STRANGE M AR R /G E PRO PO SAL,SO U G H T  
THE G R EAT R IS H I S U R A 'S  ADVIC E



THE W EDDING PREPARATIO NS  
BEG AN  IN  FU LL S W IN G  A T  THE 
P A LA C E .

AT THE H ILLS ,  BR AH M A ,  SHIVA A N D  
THE OTHER G O D S ASSEM BLED  TO 
ACCOM PANY V IS H N U 'S  W EDD IN G  
E N TO U R AG E.



GIVE M E  A 
LOAN . I 'L L  
REPAY IT WITH 

INTEREST.

UPON B R A H M A 'S  B ID D IN G ,S U R '/A .R E Q U E S 
TED THE GODDES LAR SH M I TO ATTEND THE 
W EDDING CEREMONY TO W HICH STIE

AFTER THEIR M AR RIAG E VISHNU AN D  
PAD M AVAT! LIV E D  HAPRIL "

. . .  B U T  THE THOUGHT O F L A K 5 H M I 
TR O U B LE D  VISHNUAlL THE TIME.



VISHNU DECIDED TO PERFO RM  A SEVERE  
PENANCE TO G ET H ER  B A C K ...

. ~ AN D  AFTER B P  IM A  AN D  OTHER GODS 
INTERVENED, L A I j H M I AG REED TO R ETU RN  
TO H E R  LO R D .

LA K 5H M I JO IN E D  VISHNU AND  
PAD M AVA7I, A N D  ALL THE GODS 
SHO W ERED B LES S IN G S  U PO N  
THEM.

% %  “ “  ffl ^

... WHERE THE DEVOUT FR O M  ALL 
PARTS O F THE W O RLD W OULD FLOCK 
TO HAVE A G LIM P S E  O F THE IM AG E O F  
THE S U P R EM E  LO R D ...

ON THE VERY S IT E , A  GREAT TEM PLE
WAS B U IL T  B Y  THE CHOLA K /N G  
TH O N D AM AN __

.. .  WHO HAD, IN  H IS  BENEVO LENCE, COME 
DOW N TO EARTH TO HALLOW, TH /S  SPO T, 
TH E S ES H AA D R / H ILLS  FO R THE FAITHFUL
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make your visit truly memorable.

SITA -  takes India to the world. 
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