VAISNAVA ACADEMY BALTIMORE
Teaching Bhagavad-gita

Bhagavad-gita class consists of two parts:

. slokas (20 minutes)

5-6 year olds can learn half a sloka a day. Teach them half
a line at a time then join the halves together. Then teach
the second line a half at a time. Do not worry too much if
all the children cannot perfectly recite the sloka at the end
of class. Eventually with repetition each day they will soon
know it well. At the beginning of each day's class, review
the last 5-10 slokas that they have already learned.

2. Philosophy class (20-30 minutes)
If possible, it is better to have these two parts at two dif-
ferent times. Young children find it difficult to sit that
long at one time. If sloka and philosophy classes must be
at the same time, then the sloka class can be 15 minutes~ ' y
To break the routine of sitting for such a long time, the
teacher can have the children do some exercise, game or
finger play song for 2-3 minutes in between the slokas and
philosophy. Teacher can also have the children sitting at
their desks for the first part then transfer to the rug or
floor for the second part. These changes help to break the
monotony. The philosophical part of class shouldn't go
for more than ten minutes each day unless an interesting
presentation of the points being taught. Then it can go on
for 20 minutes, no more. End when interest is still high
so that they will look forward to the class the next day.

Read and explain the summary of the chapter to the children.
lf possible, teach the summary by memory. Chapters one and
lwo are casiest to do. ‘Then ask the questions and teach
the answers. If chapters are not memorized by children (which
is actually hard to do) use the questions as a guide to
teaching the different philosophical points. For example,
ask the question, then tell the children the answer, discussing
and explaining at length. Use pictures, drawings, stories,
skits whenever possible for this really keeps their interest.
After explaining answer thoroughly, have children learn the
answer by memory. It should take one day to teach the answer
to one question. Therefore if a chapter has 12 questions,
that will take two weeks. Plus you need a day or two at the
beginning to read the summary and give a general explanation
and a day or two or three at the end to review and give an
oral quiz. Some questions take more than one day to learn.

— Philosophy class should only be 10-20 minutes. The last ten

- minutes read a Krsna book story.

The idea is that in two years (Kindergarten and 1st grade) the
children will get an overview of the whole Bhagavad-gita.

In the first year they learn chapters 1-9 (approx. 1 month

per chapter). However, chapter 2 usually takes longer than
Che other, whii beoclaptera 89 cancach e done b three weel:

LI e et y



Teaching Bhagavad-gita (cont'd)

Note on sloka class: Srila Prabhupada wanted the children
to learn the whole Bhagavad-gita, so start at the beginning
and just keep going. Slokas will proceed at a different pace

to the philosophy class. 5-6 year old§\dph t need to learn
Q‘gnslaLlQn§4 But the teacher can glve/é general idea idea of
the meaning of the verse.




PRAYER AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS:

‘ly dear Lord Krsna, although I have forgotten you for so many

long years here in this material world, today I am surrendering

unto You. I am your sincere and eternal servant. Please en-
page me in Your service. My dear Lord, from this day, I am
Yours.

BHAGAVAD-GITA

First teach:

1. Why we learn Bhagavad-gita. Meaning of words ''Bhagavad-

gita", i.e., a song of God.
). Story leading up to battle of Kuruksetra.

y. Then go on to teach summaries of the chapters of Bhagavad-gita.




~WW el oa d fv% ot |

Chapter One: Observing the Armies on Lhe Bt bed el

"0 Sanjaya, what did my sons and the sons of Pandu do after
getting ready to fight at Kuruksetra?"

Duryodhana went to his teacher and told him, "O my teacher, look
at the armies of the Pandavas, so nicely arranged by your student.
They have many great fighters in their army. I also have many
great fighters in my army, and my army is more powerful than the
Pandavas. We are protected by Grandfather Bhisma."

Then Grandfather Bhisma blew his conchshell, and all the other
Kurus blew their conchshells, bugles, trumpets and horns.

On the other side Lord Krsna blew his conchshell Pancajanya, and
the other Pandavas also blew their conchshells. This made a very
loud noise that shattered the hearts of Dhrtarastra's sons.

Then Arjuna said to Krsna, "0 Krsna, please draw my chariot
between the two armies so that I may see who has come to fight
with us in this great battle."

"just look, O Partha. See all the Kurus that are here.'

Arjuna could see in both armies his family and friends and he
became overwhelmed with compassion.

"My dear Krsna, seeing my friends and family here ready to fight,
I feel my body quivering and trembling and my mouth is drying up.
My hairs are standing on end. My bow Gandiva is slipping from my
hand and my skin is burning.

"I do not care to win this battle and a kingdom if I have to kill
my family and friends. That would not make me happy.

"We will get sinful reaction for killing the sons of Dhrtarastra.
If the elder members of the family are killed, the rest of the
family will become irreligious. The women will become unchaste
and have lots of unwanted children, who will make life hellish for

everyone.

1

"It would be better to just let the sons of Dhrtarastra kill me.'

Then Arjuna put down his bow and sat down on the chariot feeling
very sad.
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Chapter Two: Contents of the Bhagavad-Gita Summarized

Seeing Arjuna full of compassion and very sad, Krsna said, "My
. . . ' '
dear Arjuna, give up this weakness.  Gel up.

And Arjuna said, "Now I am confused about what to do. Please
tell me clearly what is best for me to do. Now I am Your disciple
and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me."

"You are crying for something that is not even important. You
are not the body, you are spirit soul. We are all eternal per-

sons.

"As a person puts on new clothes giving up his old ones, the soul
takes new material bodies, giving up the old and useless ones.

"The soul cannot be cut into pieces by any weapon, nor can he
be burned by fire, nor moistened by water, nor withered by the

wind.

"The soul is invisible. It cannot be broken and cannot be changed.
It is always the same. It does mnot die when the body dies.

"If you know this, you should not be sorry for anyone.

"The best thing for you is to fight because it is your duty as A
ksatriya. If you don't do your duty you will get sinful reaction
and you will lose your reputation as a fighter. The great
generals will think you are a coward.

"o chonld Chpht hecamre FE g youn duty. And oyon ahould ol
Care about winndng or Tosbgy about hiapplnesdoo dbnbrenn,

"Give up fruitive work and do devotional service."

Arjuna said, "How can we know if someone is a pure devotee?
How does he speak? How does he sit and how does he walk?"

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said, "0 Partha, a pure de-
votee is not disturbed by happiness and distress. He is not in-
terested in sense enjoyment; he is free from attachment, fear and
anger. lle controls his senses and fixes his mind on Me. Someonc
who acts like this even at the hour of death can enter the kine-
dom of God."
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16.

18.

19

20,

21.

22«

23,

24.

thet, 2>

Name as many differences as possible between the material

body and the spiritual body.
The soul cannot be cut, wet, burnt, broken or withered; the

body can. The soul is invisible and unchangeable, the body
isn't. The soul does not die, the body does. The soul is
full of bliss, the body full of misery and trouble. The
coul is eternal and full of knowledge. The body is a temporary

Lump of skin and bone and blood,

What are the aix changes ol the hody !
Il is horn, prows, sbays awhile, produces ol bapring, yrows
old and dies.

What is the soul changing bodies compared to?
A person changing clothes.

How is it possible for the spirit soul to go from one body

p :
to another? What is ancchwr Nawe o He

The Supersoul makes it happen. Lo B eoramape .

Why does the spirit soul continually change from one body

to another?
Because of his material desires he gets different bodies.

What did Krsna say was the best thing for Arjuna to do and
why was it the best thing for him?

To fight was the best thing because it was his duty as a
ksatriya. If he didn't do his duty he would get sinful re-
action. He had to fight or lose his reputation as a fighter
and would be considered a coward.

What are the Vedas and who wrote them? What do the Vedas
really try to teach us?

The Vedas are writings that tell us all about the material
world and how to live in it so that we can be happy. The
main teaching of the Vedas is how to get out of the material
world. Vyasadeva wrote them o™

Krsna tells Arjuna exactly how he should do his duty of fight-
ing. What does he say?

Krsna says, 'You should fight because it is your duty, and

you should not care about winning or losing, about happiness
or distress."

Arjuna asks Krsna how he can tell if someone is in transcen-
dental consciousness. What does krsna say? What shows us
if a person is Krsna conscious?

"A pure devotee is not disturbed by happiness and distress.
He is not interested in sense gratification. He is free
from attachment, fear and anger. He controls his senses and
fixes his mind on Me."

The 50&445!@"&1 word Hor v, Sexv. %
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Chapter 3 Karma_ Yoga

Arjuna said, "0 Janardana, O Kesava, why do you engourage me Lo
fight in this ghastly warfare if you think that I sould give up
fruitive activity?

"I am bewildered by Your instructions. Therefore, please tell me
clearly what is best for me."

Krsna said, "You cannot become free [rom reaction by not working;
you cannot become perfect by renunciation alone.

"Because the three modes force everyone to act, no one can stop
themselves from doing something, not even for a moment.

"It is better to do your duty than to do nothing, because cveryonc
must work, just to maintain the body .

"wou must work for Visnu, otherwise work binds you to this malori
world. So if you work for Visnu you will become free from hondage,

"If men perform yajna, they will get all the good things that they
need.

"But if they do not perform yajna, they will be living a sinftul,
useless life.

"So you should work for Visnu without being attached to the frutt:
of activities.

"A self-realized soul does not need to perform any duty. [ut
common men always follow what a great man does, so pure devotees
do their duties just to show others a good example.

"vou should not be lazy and you should not care about winning.
Just fix your mind on Me and fight to please Me."

Arjuna asked, "O Krsna, what forces a man to act sinfully, even
though he doesn't want to?"

Krsna said, "It is lust only, Arjuna, which comes from the mode
of passion and which is the all-devouring enemy of everyone.
This demon lust is never satisfied and burns like fire.

"Therefore, O Arjuna, in the very beginning kill this demon lust
by controlling the senses."



9.

10.

11.

12,

Question, chapter 3

What does Arjuna ask Krsna?

"Why dooyou enconage e Lo Liphit dn thin phast 1y ngfnrw il
)

yolul (hink thal I whould paove up [Fuibive aclbivilbiesd

What is Krsna's answer?

That work done for Visnu is not fruitive activity. Such work'
frees one from the material world. TFf Arjuna fights on Krsna's
order, his [ighting will be devotional service, not fruitive

action.

what forces cveryone LO act?

The 3 modes of nature.

What are the 3 modes of nature?

Goodness, passion and ignorance.

Why can't a person stop himself from doing something?

Because the 3 modes will force him to act.

Wwhat does Krsna say about someone who controls his senses, bul
whose mind is thinking of sense gratification?

lle is a pretender.

Wwhat happens if one performs yajna? QWLﬂAn$ Sacridice)

One will get all the pood things that he needs.

What happens if one doesn't perform sacrifice?

e will be living a sinful, useless life.

Why must we work [or Visnu?

Because work done for Visnu frees us from material bondage,

but any work not done for Visnu binds us more to this material
world of birth and death, action and reaction.

Why must a great man show a good example?

Because common men will follow in his footsteps and do what

he does.

What forces a man to act sinfully even though he doesn't want to?

Lust, desire.

What does Krsna say about lust and how can we control it?

It ig the all-devouring enemy of everyone, it burns like fire
and is never satisfied. We must control it from the beginning
by regulaling the senses. _
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Bhagavad Gita

Chapter 4

Transcendental Knowledge

~legrn disc. suce.

Krsna sadd, "I instructed this spiritual knowledge to the sun

God Vivasvan and Vivasvan instructed it to Manu, and Manu instruct-

ed it to Iksvaku.

This greatest spititual knowledge was passed down through .the

chain of disciplic succession and the sanntly kings understood it in

that way.

3)

But after some time the succession was broken and the knowledge

as it is seems to be lost.

4)

So today I am going to tell you all about that ancient knowledge

of the relationship with the Supreme, because you are My devotee as

well

5)

you

")

l(*

as My friend, therefore you can understand it.

Arjuna said, "The sun God Vivasan is older than you. How could

have spoken Lhis knowledge Lo him in Lhe beginning?"

Fyona v, He have hotl prassed Through many, many hirths.

I can remember all of Lhem, bul you cannol, U Arjuna.

7)

Every millenium I appear in my transcendental form to protect the

devotees and kill the demons.

8)

Those who can understand all about My appearance take shelter

of Me. They become purified and go back to my eternal abode.

9)

all

Bee&ﬁSf-This perfect knowledge is just like a fire that burns up

fruitive reactions.

10) You must try to learn this knowledge by going to a spiritual

master. If you submissively ask him questions and serve him, he

will teach you this knowledge, because he understands it perfectlyf

11)

A
When you have ]earntlfrom the spiritual master, you will

understand that all living entities are part of Me.



Bhagavad Gita chpt. 4 conht.
12) Some one who works only for Me, not for himself and who has no

doubls aboul cpiritual life, will not gel any reactlions.

13) So, if you have any doubts in your heart, about what to do,

slash those doubts with the weapon of knowledge. Armed with Yoga,

/1
stand and fight.

%ﬂZﬂ_TMﬂxuo—'
Bhagavad Gita Questions Chapter 4 hovniy O{ C&4ﬁ3}+
e

1) What is the disciplic succession? soudlent. e *

2) What 1is transcendental knowledge?
3) What does Krsna say about himself in Chapter 47 Why does he appear?

4) Why did Krsna speak this knowledge to Arjuna?

5) What happens if a person understands all about Krsna's appearance?

6) How is it that Jjust by understanding Krsan's appearance, oOne can
go back to Godhead? i
7) What different kinds of Yajna's are talked about here and which

is best?

8) How does one get transcendental knowledge?

g I
9) What must a person do if he wants knowledge from the Guru?

10) What do you learn when you have received knowledge from the Guru?

11).. What should you do if you have any doubts about spiritual life

in your heart?

12) What does Krsna tell Arjuna at the end of Chapter 47
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B.G. Chapter 5 Karma Yoga--Action in Krsna Consciousness
" 0 Krsna, first of all you ask me to stop doing

Arjuna said,
fruitive work, then again you to1l me to work with devotion.
Now will you kindly tell me which of the two by belter?®
Krsna said, " Giving up work is good for liberation and doing

devotional work is also good for liberation. But of the two,

work in devotional service is belter than giving up work.
No one can become happy by just giving up material work. To be-
come happy, he must also do devotional service. By doing devotional

service, a person becomes purified and quickly gets Krsna.
A pure soul who does devotional service and who canitontrol his
mind and senses 1326ear to everyone and everyone is dear to him.
He?understands that he is not this body, he is a spirit soul. He
154h0t interested in material sense enjoyment, because heﬁenjoys

thinking of the Supreme Lord.

“fe is not bothered by happiness and distress. He does his duty

wilhoul attachment and gives Lhe resulls Lo Lhe Supreme Lord. 50

he gels no sinful reaclion.

This humble sage sees with equal vision, a learned brahmin, a cow,

an elephant, a dog, and a dog ecater. He works to help everyone to

make spiritual advancement.

The sages who know that I am the gga] of all sacrifices and

austerities, that I am the Supreme lord of all p]anet;fand demigods,

and the ggig_iglgﬂgﬁof all living entities, get peace fro material

miseries. &”*5®lbf1 FWOPWC“>W : ’ﬁ;ie
Questions on Chapter 5 . ax Es?x&nmodkhpk?

What did Arjuna ask Krsna at the beginning of Chapter 57

What was Krsna's reply?
What must a person do if he wants to become happy?

Besides becoming happy what else happens when a person does
devotional service?

Krsna tells us about a pure devotee. What does He say about him?

Why isn't a pure devotee bothered by happiness and distress?
Why isn't the pure devotee interested in material sense enjoyment’
Why doesn't the pure devotee get sinful reaction?

What happens to a person who is attached to material enjoyment
and who is greedy for the results of his work?

How does a pure devotee see all living entities?

How does he sbra‘to help all living entities?

S g gl e e e e e el s b s B S ehip it cniepce. f IO ke
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Krena said, “The truly renounced person does his duly withou

Chapler 0 Dhyana-Yoqa

being allached Lo Lhe resul

no work at all is not really renounced.

It is importanl Lo control Lhe mind, i you conlbrol

< Lhe best friend, 1f you don't , Lhe mind is you

Someone who controls Lhe mind can easily follow Lhe

of Supersoul, and he is not distrubed by material happines

distress.

To praclice Youga, one should go Lo a sectuded place and should

P ol his work. One who
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Chpt.ﬁ conib .

iv bheltter than ony olhey procens and ot o all the you

always o Sl Mb wl LD Lo boema b ey b e b Pl Dy

B,G.Questions  Chpl. b
What is the name of Chapter 6?
What is a renounced person really like?
What does Krsna say about controlling the mind?
Krsna Lells Avjuna how Lo pracliice yoga. Whal doe he

A person can't be a yogi if he ...

What does Krsna say we must do it our mind starts thinking

things that are not Krsna Conscious.

What does Arjuna say aboul the yoga that Krsna is telling

him to do?
What does Krsna say when Arjuna says Lhal! the ‘yoga i
difficult?
What is the 2nd Question thatArjuna asks Krsna in th

What is Krsna's answer Lo Avjuna's question?

What are scme difterent ways Lo mabe snivilual advanoe

and which is the hest?

gl
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(. Chaploer 7 Fonow Ledge o The Aeaobute

Ihe Supreme | ord atd, “Nom/h@ar O g0 ol Dyt ha hiow you can

fully understand Lo Feas 500 el 4 ey F You Ti% youl m:nd onn Mo

I ~hall now tell you this knowledqge about Myself. Once you undesr-
stand this you will understand everything.

Mosl people are ool 4l all interested in becoming perfect in
spiritual Tife. Only a few Lry io hecome perfect.  And out of

all the ones who do hecome perfeci only one of them really knows He.
farlh, water, fire, air and clher, mind, intelligence and false eqgo.
These eight make up my material energy. Besides this inferior
material energy therc is a superior (spiritual) energy which 1is
made up of all the 1iving entilics who are struggling in Lhe material
world and who are making il work.

[ create and destroy everything. There is nothing superior to ME .
Everything rests on Me as pearls are slrung on a string.

0 son of Kunti, I am the tasle oi waler, the light of Uthe sun and
moon, the syllable OM in Vedic mantiras. I am the sound in ether
and the ability in man.

I am the original fragrance of the earth, and I am the Tight in
fire. I am the life of all that lives and I am the penances of
all ascetics. I am Lhe sced of everything, the intelligence of
the intelligent and the prowess of all powerful men.

[ am the strength of the strong. I am sex life to have Krsna
Conscious children, 0 Lord of Lhe Dharatas. I create the 3 modes
that control everything. jut they do not control Me. It 1s very
difficult to get free from Lhis material world. Bul those who
currender to Me can do 1t casily.

Those who are very foolish (mudhas)

The loweslt among men (naradhamas)

Those whose knowledge is stolen by Maya

ans those who hate God and don't helieve in Him

do not surrender to Mc.

Four kinds of pious men do devoltional service to Me. The one who
is unhappy, who needs moncy, one who is looking for God, and one
who wanls Lo learn aboul everything. 0f thece the wise one who

is looking for God is the best. For | am dear to him and he is
dear Lo Me.

Men who don't have much intelligence worship the demigods. The
things thatl Llhey getl (rom Uhe demigods do nol last forever. [hose
e e e R e e basiet e el ke dreainads, b

1 i R



("‘(\

s

11)

BL

B. G. Chpt 7 cont.pg 2
who worship the demigods go to Lhe planels of the demigods, bul
My devotees reach My Supreme abode.
Other unitelligent men think that My form is material. [Because
they do not have much knowledge, they do not understand that 1
am Supreme and I do not change. Foolish unintelligent people can
not understand Me becausc I am covered by Yogamaya. Only by
doing devotional service can person understand Me even at tLhe

time of death.™

Questions on Chapter 7/
1) 0f what 8 things is the material energy made up?

A. Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence, and
false ego.

2) Give some examples of how Lhe Lord can be seen through
different material and spiritual Lhings.

A. See the 5th, 6th, and 7Lh paragraphs of the summary.

3) What 4 kinds of men surrender Lo Krsna? Which is the best?

A. See the 9th paragraph of the summary.

4) What 4 kinds of men don't surrender to Krsna?

A. See the 8th paragraph cof the summary.

5) Why do people worship the demigods?

A. To get some kind of material benefit; to lulfill some
material desire.

6) Why do the Vedas recommend demigod worship?

A. So that people who are very attached to material enjoy-
ment can satisfy their desires and at the same time
slowly advance towards becoming pure devotlees.

7) MWhat does Krsna say about people who worship the demiqods?

A. See paragraph 10.

8) What other kind of person does Krsna consider unitelligent?

A. The Mayavadi.

9) Why can't foulish unitelligent peopie nderstand Krsna?

A. Because He is covered by Yoqga Maya.

10) Who are Lhe only people who can really understend Krsan?

. Lo X ) iy
0. Fhie nersun wbho is Jmiag d wid T e Service.



O/

B. G. dhapter 8 Attaining the Supreme

Arjuna asked," 0 my Lord, 0 Supreme Person, what 1is Brahman?
What are fruitive aclivities? What is this material manifes-
tation? And what are tae demigods? oW Gues the Lord live 1in
the body? Where does He live, O Madhusudana? And how can the
devotees know You at the time of death?
The Suprecme Personality of Godhead said,"The spirit soul is
called Brahman. Anything done for the material body is fruitive
activities. This material world is the universal fom of the
Lord, and I am that Lord 1iving as Supersoul in the heart of
every living entity.
Anyone who at the time of death, leaves his body remembering Me,
comes to Me. Whatever one remembers at death, that determines
what body he will have in his next life. Therefore, 0 Arjuna,
you should always think of Me and at the same time you should
continue your prescribed duty and fight. [f your mind is always
fixed on me and you do all your activities to please Me, you
will surely come to Me. By practicing lo always remember the
Supreme Lord wilhout being deviated, one is sure to reach My
planet. .
You should think of the Supreme Person as the one who knows
everything, who is the oldest, who is the controller, who 1is
smaller than the smallest, who is the maintainer of everything,
who is beyond any material conception and who is always a person.
He is luminous like the sun, beyond this material nature and
transcendental.
One who always remembers Me, because he is constantly engaged in
devotional service, easily comes to Me and never comes back fo
this temporary world so full of miseries.
From the highest planet in the material world down to the lowest,
all are places of misery where repeated birth and death take place.
There is another place which is eternal. It is Supreme and never
destroyed. When all 1in this world is destroyed that place stays
the same. It is the highest place to which one can go. When one
goes Lhere, onc never returns. That is My Supreme Abode.

Now I shall explain the different times of passing from this
world. Those who know the Supreme Brahman pass away from this
world; (1)during the influence of the fiery god, (2)In the Tight

(3)At an auspicious moment (4)during the fortnight of
the moon .9)And the 6 months when the sun travels in the



B, G. Chpt 8 conl.

(3)AL an auspicious moment  (A)during Lhe fortnight
of the moon (5)And the 6 months when Lhe sun travels
in the north.
9) The mystic who passes from this world (1)during the smoke
(2)the night (3)the moonless fortnight (4)the sixth
month when the sun passes to Lhe south and again comes
back.
10) There are 2 ways of passing from this world, one is light
and one in darkness. When one passes in darkness he returns.
The devotees are not confused by these different things. 50

be fixed in devotional service.

Questions on Chpt. 8

1) What 7 things does Arjuna ask about in the beginning of Chpt.

A. See lst paragraph.
2) Which question does Krsna spend the most Lime answering?
AN. The question aboutl how Lhe devolees can know Him at the
time of dealh.
3) How can we remember Krsna at the time of death?
A. By practicing our whole lives to remember Him at every
moment.
4) Do you think thatl you could act sinfully throughout your Tife
and then chant Hare Krsna at the time of death and go back to
Godhead? Explain (or why not?) A.Because what we remember atl the
time of death depends on what we have been thinking about the
most throughout our lives.
5) What happens if we remember Krsna at the time of death?
A. We go back to Godhead.
6)Krsna tells Arjuna to think of Him as what?

A. See paragraph 4.
7) What does Krsna say about Lhe material world?
A. See paragraph Sand 0.
8) What does Krsna say aboul Uhe spivitual world?
A. See paragraph 7.
9) What is an auspicious time for the yogi to leave his body?
A. See paraqraph 8.



(oG, Oueslbions on Chpt & conl.

10)  Whal 15 ab Pdusp e tous bome Cor Ehe yogi Lo Leave TR

body? A, Scee parayrap i,
11) Wnat are Lihe 2 ways Lhat yogi's cun toqve this world?
A.  Sce paragraph 10

12) What do the devotees do about preparing to leave their bodies
at the riqght time?
A.Nothing, becaust he knuws thal by heing consLantly engaged in

devotional service, his passage back to Godhead 15 quaranhqu
(Note:Teacher whould sce the purport Lo text 27 for more elaborate

explainations when teaching the answer to question 12.)
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B.G. Chpt.Q@ The Most Confidential Knowledge

The Supreme Lord said:"Because you are never envious of Me, 0
Arjuna, I shall give you this most secret knowledge. When you

know this you will be free from the miseries of the material

world.
This knowledge is the King of education, the most secret of all
secrets. Itiis the purest knowledgei It-helps youilo understand

your real self. It is the highest religion. It is everlasting

¢

and joyfully performed.
So far I have never taught any of the concepts in verses 3-15 to
the children. But I didn't know if I dare just leave them out
completely.

I am the ritual, the sacrifice, the offering to ancestors, the
healing herb, the transcendental chant. I am the butter, and the
fire and the offering. I am the father, mother, maintainer and
grandfather of all this universe. I am what is to be known, I am
purity, I am OM., I am the Rg, Sama, and Yajur Vedas.

I am the goal, the uphoider, the master, the witness, the home,
the shelter, and the most dear friend. I am the creation and the

annihilation, the basis of everything, the resting place and

ceternaleseedy | control heat, the rain and drought. I am immor-
‘tality and I am death personified.
“Those who study the Vedas and drink soma juice because they want

to go the heavenly planets are also worshipping me, but not
directly. They will take birth on the planets of Indra, and enjoy
heavenly pleasures. After they have enjoyed these heavenly
pleasures, they come back to this planet again. So the happiness
they get lasts only for a l1ittle while. But those who worship

Me with devotion, meditating on my transcendental form--to them
Igive whatever they need and keep safely whatever they already
have. When people worship other demigods the offering is actually

for Me, but they don't understand that.
If one offers Me with love and devotion, a leaf, a flower, fruil
or water I will accept it. O Son of Kunti, all that you do, all

that you eat, all that you offer and give away as well as all

austerities that you may perform, whould be done as an offering
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B.G6. Chpt.q cont.

to Me.
Engage your mind always in thinking of Me, become ”y devotee,
offer obeisances and worship Me. Being completely absorbed
in Me, surely you will come to Me.
Questions on Chapter 9
What is the most secret of all secrets?
Knowledge about unalloyed, pure devotional service.
What are some of the things that Krsna says about this secret?
See paragraph 2.
What is confidential knowledge?
Knowledge that the spirit soul if different from the body.
See purport to text 2.
What is most confidential knowledge? A. Most confidential
knowledge is knowledge about pure devotional service.
How does one get this most confidential knowledge? A. By being
engaged in devotional service under guidance of a spiritual master.
There are 2 things that a person needs if he wants to (be success-
ful) do well in Krsna Consciousness. A. Faith and association
of devotees. See purport of text 3.
Tell the story‘of Narada Muni's becoming purified . See purport
of text 2.
Name some of the things that Krsna says He is. A. Paragraph 4&5.
What does Krsna say about offering things to Him? A. Paragraph 7.
What 4 things does Krsna ask us to do. A. See paragraph 8.
Why should one become a devotee? A.

What qualification must one have to take shelter of Krsna?
A.
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6.

Bhapavad Gita

Ghaplier 10

The Opulence of the Absolute

What are Krsna's six opulences?

Why is He called Rhapgavan?

A: Mosl beautiful, stronpest, mosl intellipgent, richest most

famous, mosl renounced. e is called Bhagavan because He

these six opulences in Tull.

How can a devotee understand Krsna?

has

A: Simply by studying His words in the Bhagavad Gita and the

Srimad Bhagavatam and by serving Him with devotion.

What does il mean that Krsna is God?

A:  That He is the source of all spiritual and material worlds,

and ecverything emanates (or comes) from Him.

What twenty-five pecople are born from Krsna's mind?
A: The sceven preal sages, Lhe 4 other greal sages, and the

manus.

What happens to a person who is completely convinced about
opulences?

A: He enpapes in unalloyed devotional service .

l:()!(l (-dl‘.a“ya (Omp(ll(?s (]('V()ll()n.ll Service to S()wl“g a S(‘(’d
lll@ thlL- Lx])lrll“.

A: (see text 9 purport).

4

Krsna

'
S

\J
Why doesn't a devotee have Lo worry about the material necessilies

of life?

A Because when he removes the darkness from his heart, every-

thing is provided automatically by t(he Lord.

lHow can we best understand Bhapavad Gita?
. . . . 2
N By lTollowing Arjuna’'s example and acceplting everything

Krsna says.

that



Bhagavad Gita Chp. 10 pg. 2

Why did Arjuna ask Krsna to describe His opulences?
A: To benefit the common people. So that they could have an

casy way Lo meditate on Him.

Why do the jnani's want (o hear about Krsna? Why do the devotees
want to hear about Krsna?
A: The junani's want to understand Krsna fTully. The devotees just

enjoy hearing about Him. Tt is like nectar to them.

Mention some of the 72 opulences that Krsna describes in this

chapter.

Chapter 11 g A EvYSol

Give 3 reasons why Arjuna asked to see Krsna's universal form.
(1) He had heard aboul the opulences, now he wanted Lo see them.
(2) So that people in general would know that He is God.

(3) To stop imposters in the future. Such imposters should be

prepared to show their universal form.

Im:general what could Arjuna sce in Krsna's universal Fform?
A:'Thc form was decorated with celestial parments, garlands,
ornaments, and had many weapons. His cffulgcﬁce was brighter
than hundreds of thousands of suns rising in the sky at the
same time. He saw unlimited faces, eyes, mouths, and terrible
teeth, arms, lege, thighs, and bellies.

lle saw blazing fire coming [rom Hisrmuuth and all the great
warriors rushing into His mouths like rivers fFlowing into an

ocean or moths dashing in to fire and some of their heads are

smashed between lHis teelh.

Who besides Arjuna could sce (he universal form?
7,9 Lord Siva, the Rudras, the Adit yas, the Vasus, the Sadhyas,
the Visvedevas, the Asvis, the Maruts, the forefathers, the

Gandarvas, the Yaksas, and the asuras and the perfected demi-

gods.
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Bhagavad ‘Gita chp. ‘llipgaid
Which did Krsna like better-when Arjuna  treated Him as a friend,
or when Arjuna treated Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead?
A: When he treated Him as a friend.

[\

How important is the universal form of Krsna to the devotees?
Nol very important. The devotees preler Krsna's two-armed three

fold bending form.

Chapter: ::12

What 'is theinamépzof.:Chp. 127

A3 Devotional service.

What was Arjuna's question at the beginning of the chapter?
A: Which is better, to cenpape in devotional service or to worship

the impersonal Brahman?

What is the perfection of meditation?

A: To fix the mind on Krsna's personal form.

Tsyfhc impersonal discipline difficult or easy to follow?

A(I
AEDIEELeu L

Why is the path of bhakti better than the impersonal discipline?
A: Because it is easier for conditioned souls with material

bodies to be able to use their senses in doing things for Krsna.

Explain the example of the mailbox (see purport to text 5, 2Znd
paragraph). V

Tn planning for death what is the difference between a yogi and

a devotee?

A: A devotee doesn't have Lo plan. He knows that il he is engaped
in devoliondliiService,:al the:tUime:ofideathKrstia willicome agn

the back ol Gartida to deliver him “fromimaterial existence.

Il one cannot fix his mind always on Krsna, what should he do?
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