The Activities of Säkñi-gopäla

Formerly at Vidyänagara in South India there were two brähmaëas who made a long tour to see different places of pilgrimage. First of all they visited Gayä, then Käçé, then Prayäga. Finally, with great pleasure, they came to Mathurä.

After reaching Mathurä, they started visiting the different forests of Våndävana and came to Govardhana Hill. They visited all twelve forests [vanas] and at last came to the town of Våndävana. In the village of Païcakroçé Våndävana, at the site where the Govinda temple is now situated, there was a great temple where gorgeous worship of Gopäla was performed.

After taking baths at different bathing places along the river Yamunä, such as Keçé- ghäöa and Käliya- ghäöa, the pilgrims visited the temple of Gopäla. Afterwards, they took rest in that temple. The beauty of the Gopäla Deity stole away their minds, and feeling great happiness, they remained there for two or four days.

One of the two brähmaëas was an old man, and the other was young. The young man was assisting the old one. Indeed, the young brähmaëa always rendered service to the older one, and the old man, being very satisfied with his service, was pleased with him.

The older man told the younger, “You have rendered various types of service to me. You have assisted me in traveling to all these places of pilgrimage. Even my own son does not render such service. By your mercy, I did not become fatigued while on this tour. If I did not show you any respect, I would be ungrateful. Therefore, I promise to give you my daughter in charity.”

The younger brähmaëa replied, “My dear sir, please hear me. You are saying something very unusual. Such a thing never happens. You are a most aristocratic family man, well educated and very rich. I am not at all aristocratic, and I am without a decent education and have no wealth. Sir, I am not a suitable bridegroom for your daughter. I render service to you only for the satisfaction of Kåñëa. Lord Kåñëa is very much pleased by service rendered to brähmaëas, and when the Lord is pleased, the opulence of one’s devotional service increases.”

The older brähmaëa replied, “My dear boy, do not doubt me. I will give you my daughter in charity. I have already decided this.”

The young brähmaëa said, “You have a wife and sons, and you have a large circle of relatives and friends. Without the consent of all your friends and relatives, it is not possible to give me your daughter in charity. Just consider the story of Queen Rukmiëé and her father, Bhéñmaka. King Bhéñmaka wanted to give his daughter, Rukmiëé, in charity to Kåñëa, but Rukmé, his eldest son, objected. Therefore he could not carry out his decision.”

