The Brahmana Who Could not Read….

Narrator:  Once about 5,000 years ago there lived a brahmana in South India.  He was very pure hearted and wise and always followed the order of his guru.

Brahmana:  Dear Gurudeva, do you have any special instructions for me?

Guru:  Yes,  every day without fail you must read Bhagavad-gita.

Brahmana – Yes, Gurudeva.
(After guru leaves Brahmana looks worried and says to himself)

Brahmana:  Oh no!  My spiritual master has ordered me to read Bhagavad gita every day, but I am a fool and cannot read.  What should I do?

Narrator:  Even though the Brahmana could not read he decided to strictly follow the order of his spiritual master, so everyday he sat down with his Bhagava gita and tried to read.  His friends and neighbours thought this was very funny.

Neighbour (1)  Just look at this fellow!  He sits there looking at that book, but he cannot read a word.  What a fool!

Neighbour (2)  Hey Brahmana, you are wasting your time. Go and beg some chappatis for your lunc!!!

Ladies:  (1)  Look at that crazy fellow.  He thinks he can read!


    (2)  What a joke….(giggles……..)

Friends: (1)  There he is…(giggle)  I think the book is upside down…


     (2)  Yeah …go back to school, brahmana

Narrator:  Even the other Brahmana’s were disgusted…

Brahmana (1)  He cannot understand a thing – he should stop this at once…

Brahmana (2)  Yes,  he is a disgrace to the Brahmana Community – Let’s just ignore him

(Walk by with their noses in the air and pretend not to see him).

Narrator :  Still the Brahmana ignored all the jokes and teasing and kept on reading (or trying to)…  One day the Supreme Lord Himself,  Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu came by with some of his devotees….

(Lord Chaitanya and devotees come in chanting)

Lord Chaitanya -  Devotees – stop for a minute.   My dear Brahmana.  What are you doing?

Brahmana:  Dear Sir,  I can tell that you are not making fun of me, so I shall tell you…  My guru told me to read Bhagavad gita every day.  The problem is…I cannot read, but I must follow my Guru’s order.  So every day I sit here and turn the pages.

Lord Chaitanya:  That is alright…but I see that tears are coming from your eyes.  If you cannot read, then why is that?

Brahmana:  Oh that is because when I see the picture of Lord Krishna driving the chariot of His devotee, Arjuna I am so amazed at the love Krishna has for His devotee, that my throat chokes up and tears fall from my eyes….

Lord Chaitanya….My dear devotees,  just see this pure brahmana.  He has understood the real message of Bhagavad-gita…I shall now embrace him in great happiness  (Lord Chaitanya pulls the brahmana up and hugs him)

Now everyone should take the dust from his lotus feet and learn Bhagavad-gita from him!  (devotees take the dust from his feet)

Lord Chaitanya -  Now let us continue with our Hari Nama…Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna  etc.

Narrator:  So dear children,  reading is important…I’m sure the Brahmana would have loved to be able to read.  But devotion and love are even more important… thankyou.

Guru:  Yes,  every day without fail you must read Bhagavad-gita.

Neighbour (1)  Just look at this fellow!  He sits there looking at that book, but he cannot read a word.  What a fool!

Neighbour (2)  Hey Brahmana, you are wasting your time. Go and beg some chappatis for your lunch!!!

Ladies:  (1)  Look at that crazy fellow.  He thinks he can read!


        (2)  What a joke… (giggles)
Friends: (1)  There he is…(giggle)  I think the book is upside down…


         (2)  Yeah …go back to school, brahmana!!!

Brahmana (1)  He cannot understand a thing – he should stop this at once…

Brahmana (2)  Yes,  he is a disgrace to the Brahmana Community – Let’s just ignore him

(Walk by with their noses in the air and pretend not to see him).
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