

Many, many years ago in the holy land of India there lived a wise and good king with his gentle queen.   In time the good queen gave birth to an only son who grew into a handsome and intelligent prince.  

However, the young prince was also arrogant, cruel and very rude.  Being very concerned, the king confided one day in his trusted minister.  

“I don’t know what to do about my son.  He is just like a rotten apple in my noble family.  You are very wise and intelligent.  O minister, please help me!”

Smiling, the minister replied, “Do not worry, pious king.  I shall teach the young prince a very valuable lesson.”  

The minister invited the young prince for a stroll around the palace gardens.  Soon they came upon a sapling tree only a few inches high.

“O clever prince,” began the minister.  ‘Can you eat a handful of leaves from this small tree?”

Laughing scornfully, the prince grabbed a handful of the leaves.  “I can eat anything I choose to, you fool!”  

He then stuffed a handful of the fresh green leaves into his mouth.  Instantly he began choking, spluttering and spitting in disgust.  

“Oh, those leaves…they are horrible… terrible!  The prince’s face became purple with anger. “That dreadful tree must be uprooted immediately!” 

The minister looked directly into the eyes of the prince and said firmly.

“O prince, please listen to my words. You are just like this young tree.  This is a Neem tree.  Now it is still young but its leaves already taste sour and bitter.  As it matures the leaves will taste even worse.  Like this tree, if you continue as you are, your bad qualities will only increase.  Therefore, it would be better to banish you from the kingdom now, before you grow any further.”

The sharp words of the minister shocked the prince, piercing like arrows deep into his heart.  He bowed his proud head before the minister and promised to change his ways.  

Keeping his word, the young prince soon transformed into the most loving and obedient son that any king could ask for.

The prince had a Neem tree planted right outside his bedroom window and every time he looked at that tree he remembered his bitter lesson.

· Go through the story and write a list of as many adjectives (describing words) as you can find.

Write the past tense to the following verbs from the text:  

· teach,  grow,  live,  take,  eat,  spit,  order,  continue,  promise,  become,  ask,  choke,  taste,  snatch.

· Where does this story take place?

· Why was the king worried about his son?

· Draw some speech bubbles and write some harsh things the young prince might have said at different times before he learnt his lesson…

· Find antonyms (opposites) for the following words:  pious,  handsome,  intelligent,  arrogant,  rotten,  young,  soft,  fresh,  obedient.

· Why do you think the minister said the prince was like the young Neem tree?

· Why did the prince spit out the leaves?

· Think of another title for this story.

· What do you think would have happened to the prince if he had not listened to the minister?

· Think of a time that you learnt a valuable lesson and write about it.

· Draw a picture of any part of the story.
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