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mRAMDITVA’S 
THRONE

IN D R A , K IN (5 O F THE <SO DS,HAD P LE A S E D  S H IV A . A S  A  REWARD  
SHIVA 6A V E  H IM  A N  E X Q U IS IT E  T H R O N E .
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IN D R ft TREASURED TH E  T H R O N E

I 5 H A L L  N E V E R  PART WITH 
IT, EXCEPT T O  S O M E - r - '  

V  O N E  M O R E W O R TH Y  J 
K O F  IT T H A N  I.
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(  THIS T H R O N E  W IL L  REACH T H E  EA R TH  IN  THE 
R E I6 N  O F R A JA  V IK R A M A D ITY A . CENTURIES 

LATER IT W ILL  BE F O U N D  BY RAJA B H O J A . 
W H E N  HE TRIES T O  M O U N T  IT  Y O U  W IL L  STOP 
H IM  A N D  T E LL  H IM  S TO R IE S  F R O M  T H E  LIFE /  
O F  V lfC R AM AD ITYA. IF  HE IS M A 6N A N - 

IM O U 5  E N O U G H  T O  HEAR A LL  
S. OF Y O U  O U T ,Y O U  W IL L  BE
V  FREE O F  TH IS  C U R S E . ^ ,

PPiRVPfn R ELEN TED .



DEAREST, YOU 
ARE MY VERY 

•v LIFE. ^
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THE STABLE-BO Y, U N FAITH FU L TO  
THE Q U E EN , G>A VE IT  TO  H IS  
BELOVED — A M AID ._________________

DEAREST, EAT T H 15 FRUIT. 
A N D  I CAN BE SURE THAT 
DEATH W ILL NOT SNATCH 

Y O U  FROM M E.

THE M A ID  (5AVE IT  TO H E R  
LOVER. -  A  CO W HERD. B U T -

f  I S H A LL GIVE TH IS  M A 0 IC  
FRU IT T O  M Y  BELOVED, 

W HO FAITHFULLY CARRIES 
TH E  C O W -D U N G  FO R  M E .

£
o

THE e /R L  W H O  C AR R IED  TH E  
C O W -D U N 6  WAS O VERJO YED.

I SHALL G O  
H O M E A N D  

BATHE, BEFORE 
EATING THE 

FRUIT.

5H E  THREW  THE F R U IT  O N  TO P  
O F H E R  BASKET O F  D U N G  A N D  
W ALKED M ERRILY D O W N  THE



OUST THEN BHAR TR IH A R l, O U T  O N  
A H U N T , PASSED THAT W AY.

AFTER. CONFIRM ING) THAT IT  WAS THE 
5AM E FRUIT, HE S E N T  FOR ANAN6ASENA.

WHEN BHARTRIHARI LE A R N T  THE  
TRUTH HE WAS U T TE R LY  D ISG U STED  
W ITH TH E  W O R LD .

THER E IS N O  GREATER E N E M Y  TH A N  
ATTACHM ENT, AN D  NO  G R EATER 
HAPPINESS T H A N  R E N U N C IA T IO N .

H E  C ALLED  H IS  B R O TH E R  
V/KR AM AD /TYA TO  H IM .

I HAVE D E C ID E D  T O  
BECOME AN ASCETIC . 
Y O U  S H A L L  R E I0N  IN 
M Y  PLACE.
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V/KRA/AADITYA BECAME K IN G . H E R U LE D  H I5 KINGDOM  W ELL, PLEASING ALL HIS  
SUBJECTS AND  ATTENDING TO \
EVERY SM ALL REQUEST 
O F  THEIRS.

*  Pi GHOST OR DEMON THAT INHABITS CORPSES



WHEN V/KRAMADITYA REFU SED TO  
AN SW ER 

S’! CERTAIN K IN S HAD A SO N, 
WHO WHILE O N  A H U N T, CAME 

U PO N  A  BRAHM AN PERFORMING) 
R ELIG IO U S R ITES O N  THE BANK

"  THE K IN G 'S  S O N  COMMANDED THE 
B R A H M A N  TO H O L D  H IS  H O R SE  
W HILE H E DRANIC WATER. THE  
B R A H M A N  R EFU SED . ”



"  THE PRINCE, ENRAGED, STRUCK. HIM  
W ITH H IS  WH/P. THE B R A H M A N  R A N  
A N D  CO M PLAINED TO THE ICING. THE 
KIN G  WAS AN G R Y. H E  C O M M AN D ED  
THAT THE H A N D  W HICH STRUCK.
THE B R A H M A N  B E  CUT O FF. ”

H EAR IN G  THESE WORDS THE K IN G  
FORGAVE THE PRINCE A N D  THE  
BRAHMAN RETURNED H O M E ? ’

“ AS THE ORDER WAS A B O U T  TO BE  
C AR R IED  O U T  THE BRAHMAN  
RELENTED A N D  INTERVENED SAVING, 
‘ O  K IN G  THE PRINCE ACTED O U T O F  
IG N O R A N C E . /  A M  SURE H E  WILL N O T  
REPEAT THIS C R IM E . F O R  M Y  S A K E  
L E T  H IM  BE PAR D O N ED *

TELL M E O  ICING, O F  TH E  TW O ,TH E 
BRAHMAIS A N D  TH E K IN 6 ,W H 0 v  
M O R E  V IR T U O U S  ?

WAS.

THE IC IN 6 M  
O F  c o u r s e !
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THE M O M E N T I//KR AM AD ITYA  
S P O K E ,T H E  VETALA DISAPPEARED  
FROM  H IS  S H O U LD E R  A N D  WAS 
BACK. O N  TH E TREE.

IN  THIS WAY THE VETALA TO LD  
24 STO RIES A N D  24  TIM ES  
V/KRAMAD/TYA BROKE THE SILENCE  
A N D  R EPLIED . B U T  W HEN THE 2 5 TH 
S TO R Y  WAS T O LD  V /K R ft/M D /TY A  
D ID  N O T  K N O W  THE ANSW ER TO  
THE G H O U L’S  Q U E S T IO N  A N D  
D ID  N O T  SPEAK A  WORD. THE  
G H O U L W AS FO R C E D  TO  S T M

O N  H IS  S H O U LD E R  
A N D  COULD N O T  

ESCAPE BACK.
TO H IS  TREE.

-------------------- ^TH IS  K INS ^  
IS COURAGEOUS, 
CLEVER AND 

COMPASSIONATE.
I M UST WARN 
HIM OF THE 
SORCERER

• V. . .

’

> ■ - ' .

B U T VIKRAMADITYA WENT AFTER H IM  
A N D  ONCE A & A /N  PLAC ED  H IM  O N  
H IS  S H O U LD E R .

I SHALL TELL YOU 
AN O TH ER  STORY.

BUT YOU M U S T  
ANSWER MY 
QUESTION 

WHEN I FINISH.
O R ELSE...

m
O  (CIN6, TH E  
SORCERER 
IN TE N D S  
T O  K IL L  
Y O U .
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WHEN YOU TAKE 
ME TO HIM  HE 

WILL ASK Y O U  TO 
BOW BEFORE THE 

SACRIFICIAL F IR E. 
W HEN YOU DO 

SO HE WILL 
SLAY YOU.

El/ERVTH/NG  HAPPENED A S  THE 
VETALA H A D  W ARNED. i---------------

NOW  BOW TO TH E  SACRIFICIAL FIRE

YOU W ILL  HAVE TO 
SHOW ME HOW . A 

BEING A  KING 
\ I HAVE NEVER 1 3  
\  BOWED /  J 5  
\  BEFORE, r *  %

AS SOON  AS THE SORCERER WAS S LA IN  THE VETALA BECAME A BRAHM AN  
A N D  M AD E A N  OFFERING O F  THE SO RCERER’S H E A D . T H E N -

YO U HAVE M A D E  T H E  E IG H T-FO LD  
.P R O S P E R IT Y  Y O U R S . W H AT  WILL 

YOU HAVE FR O M  M E ?



THE M A 6N A N IM O U S  VIKRAMADITYA 
WAS READY WITH H IS  REQUEST.

S O O N  V IK R P iM K D IT Y rfe  FAME  
SPREAD F ftR  A N D  W IDE A N D  H ie  
SU BJEC TS LO V E D  A N D  RESPECTED 
H IM .

TH ER E IS  N O  
K ING AS GREAT 
AS O U R S .

H E  S E N T  F O R  R ftM B H F) FIND URVASHI, 
TW O  O F  TH E BEST ftP S fiR fi DANCERS  
O F  H IS  C O U R T.

THE MORE SKILFUL OF YOU 
TWO MUST S O  T O  VISHWAMITRA’S 
G R O V E  A N D  D IS T U R B  H IS  
P E N A N C E  . Y O U  W /LL  BE 

W E L L  REW ARDED IF 
V O U  SUCCEED.

IN  h e a v e n  IN D R  A W AS 
W OR.R.IED.

THE AUSTERITIES OF 
VISHWAMITRA THE 
S AG E A R E  BEC O M IN G  
IN T E N S E . TH EY W ILL 
S O O N  BURN U P  THE 
THREE W O R LD S.
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THE <30De W ERE S O  D E LIG H T E D  W ITH TH E D A N C IN G  O F  B O T H  THAT TH EY  
C O U LD  N O T  M A K E  U P  TH EIR  M IN D S . THE SAG E N A R A D A  A T  LA S T  MPtDE A 
SUGGESTION.

IN D R A  S E N T  F O R  M Fl T A L I H IS  
C H A R IO T E E R . \----------------------- y

6 0  TO K IN S  V IKR AM AD ITYA / 
O F U J J A IN I. IN V IT E  H IM ,
O N  M Y BEHALF, TO M Y 
C O U R T  TO  JU D O E  A 
D A N C IN 6 COM PETITION.

I/IK R A M A D IT Y A , A  LO V E R  O F  THE  
A R T S , N A T U R A LLY  ACCEPTED THE  
IN V IT A T IO N . H E  R E TU R N E D  W ITH  
M A T A L ! IN  H IS  C H AR IO T.



THE GREAT D A Y  D A W N E D  A N D  B O T H  AR TISTES GAVE O F  TH EIR  BEST:

V IKR AM AD ITVA E X P LA IN E D  f)N D  
IN D R P l W AS P LE A S E D  B Y  H IS  
K N O W L E D G E  O F  TH E SUBJECT.

Y O U R  P E C !S IO N  S H O W S  
K N O W LE D 6E  A N D  \NSI6HT.



TAKIN G  L E A V E  O F  IN D R F l, V /K R R M FD !T Y A  R E T U R N E D  T O  U J J P ilN I W ITH  
A LL H IS  G IF T S . THERE H E  S E T  U P  TH E  TH R O N E  A N D  O N  A N  
A U S P IC IO U S  D A Y  M O U N T E D  IT. m  -------------------- ~ZjKL



FR O M  TH E D A Y  H E  M O U N T E D  TH E TH R O N E , H IS  R U LE  W AS G LO R IO U S  IN  
E V E R Y  W AY. H E  WAS TH E  O V E R LO R D  O F  A LL  TH E  K IN G S  O N  EAR TH . H E  
V A N Q U IS H E D  A LL EV IL M E N . P O V E R T Y  W AS U N K N O W N  A N D  F A M IN E  
A N D  G R IE F  U N H E A R D  O F . S A V A N T S  A N D  S C H O LA R S  PR O S P E R E D  
U N D E R  H IS  P ATR O N AG E.



THEN SU D D EN LY, D AY AFTER DAY, A NUM BER. O F  EV/L O M EN S STRUCK. U JJA/N /.

O N L Y  T H E N  D ID  V/KRF)/V)PlDITYf) REM EM BER F \N  IN C ID E N T  W H IC H  H A D  
O C C U R R E D  YEARS FKbO. H E  H A D  P LE A S E D  S H IV A  W ITH  H IS  P E N A N C E  . S O -



THE WAYS O F  DESTINY 
AR E MYSTERIOUS. 

THE OM EN6 BE6PEAK 
L THE BIRTH OF A

y o u r  f o e .  . * 3

I THOUGHT TH I5  BOON 
WOULD MAKE ME IMMORTAL 
FOR IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 

T H A T  A  TW O -A N D -A -H A LF- 
jk YEAR-OLD GIRL COULD A 
S O E V E R  BEAR A  SON.

PRAY WHO 
IS THIS 

LITTLE BOY'

MY BON 
5H ALIVA- 

H A N A .

VIKRfiMADITYA IMMEDIATELY SU M M O N ED  
THE VETALA PiND TOLD H IM  A LL.

HE TOLD THE ASTROLOGER. A B O U T IT.

THE VETALA D ID  AB HE WAS 
TO LD . A T  LA S T  H E  CAME TO 
PRAT/SHTHANA TO THE HOUSE  
O F  A P O T T E R .

RO AM  THE W HOLE 
W O R L D  T IL L  Y O U  
LO C ATE THE BOY. 
THEN C O M E 
BACK TO  M E .





A FEW HOUR5 LATER V/KRAMADtTYA, UNABLE TO BEAR THE PAIN, D IED. AFTER HIS
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THE CITY O F  D H ARfi REPLACED U JJP /N / P S  THE CAPITAL CITY. IT  W PS RU LED  
B Y  R P JP  BH OJPt, P  JU£>T, CPPP&LE P N D  BELO VED  K IN G .

AH ! HERE le 'A  M O U N D  R I0 H T  IN  
T H E  C EN TR E O F  IT. I’ L L  B U ILD  A 
PLATFORM FR O M  W H IC H  I’ L L  

i h —- iV  WATCH THE FJELD.

H E  3E 6P N  LO O KIN G  FOR. Pi G O O D  VPN TP&E POINT.



H O W  J U IC Y  A N D  THICK 
TH ESE CAINES AR E. 

TH E Y  M U S T  BE
V  d e l i c i o u s !  y

ONE D A Y , R A JA  8 H O J A .O U T  O N  A  
H U N T IN G  E X P E D IT IO N , PASSED  BY  
TH E  F IE LD .

JU S T  TH E N  THE BRAHMAN  
CAME D O W N  TO  
SH O O  AW AY SOME 
C R O W S , j

THE BR AH M AN  WHO WAS WATCHING 
THEM  FROM  THE PLATFORM HEARD
THEM . I----------------------------------------
— --------- 1 O  K IN G , COAAE WITH
YO UR F O LLO W E R 5.B E  M Y 
G UESTS. Q U E N C H  Y O U R  
TH IR ST ON THIS JU IC Y  
SU6ARCANE.

THE THIRSTY M E N  W ERE O N LY  
W AITING  FO R  THE IN V IT A T IO N .



TH E M OM ENT
h e  m e  o n
LEVEL
& R .O U N D -

O  K IN S , H O W  CAN Y O U  BE SO WICKED. 
YOU ARE THE PROTECTOR OF THE 
WEAK.. W ILL YOU DESTROY A POOR 

BRAHMAN’S CROP5 ?

BY TH EN  THE BRPlHM PN H A D  M O U N T E D  THE PLATFORM  fiePH N . 
H E  C A LLE D  O U T  TO THEM .

O  K IN 6 ,W H E R E  AR E YOU 
G O IN G  f  W H Y D O  Y O U  REFUSE 

MY H O SPITALITY  CO M E 
BACK A N D ... £



RAJA BHOJA WAS N O W  CONW NCED THAT THERE WAS 
SOMETHING U N U S U A L A B O U T THE PLATFO R M .

I W I5H  T O  BUY T H IS  FIELD 
FROM YO U . H O W  MUCH 

S  15 IT W ORTH ?  y
AS MUCH AS YOU 

DEEM  FIT.

BR AHM AN.

m wm "8
4r

v r

HE WENT U P  TO TH E



B U T W HEN TH E Y  TR IED  T O  R E M O V E  TH E TH R O N E, TRY AS THEY M IG H T  
THEY COULD N O T  SHIFT IT  A N  IN C H . . ' -------------------------------—

W \ \ v
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7  TH I5  M U 5T  BE A DIVINE ^  
THRONE .IT  W ILL HAVE TO 
BE HONOURED WITH SACRED 
RITUALS IF IT 15 TO BE 
MOVED AND IF IT 15 NOT TO 

BRIN<3 VOU ILL -LU C K .

RAJA BHOJA CONSULTED H IS  M INISTER.

SO THE OFFERINGS WERE M ADE A N D  THE 
THRPNE WAS SHIFTED WITH EASE.

RAJA BH O JA H A D  IT  CARRIED TO DHARA WHERE IT  WAS PLACED IN  A SPECIALLY 
BUILT H A L L .
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R A JA  BHOJA WAS ASTONISHED 
A N D  ASHAMED, i------------

iED

1
YOU ARE R ISH T. O N E WHO 
PRAISES HIS OW N VIRTUES 
IS N O  BETTER TH A N  A 
F O O L . D O  T E LL  M E OF THE 
M A 6 N A N IM IT Y  
O F  H IM  TO 
W H O M  THIS 
TH R O N E  
BELO N6ED.

IN  THIS) MANNER. R A JA  BHOJA M AD E THIRTY-TW O ATTEMPTS TO MOUNT THE THRONE. 
EACH TIME A STATUE TOLD H IM  A STORY DESCRIBING THE MAGNANIMITY O F RAJA

VIKR AM AD ITYA.H E H A D  TO HONESTLY A D M IT  TO H IM S E LF  THAT 
HE WAS NOW HERE N EAR  TH E GREAT VIK.RAMADITYA AS FAR 

F\S KINGLY VIRTUES WENT.



AT L A S T  AFTER  THE TH IR TY -S E C O N D  STATUE H A D  TO LD  ITS  S TO R Y  A B O U T  
R A JA  V IKR AM AD ITYA 'S  GREATNESS A N D  R A JA  B H O JA  H AD  PATIEN TLY A N D  
H U M B LY  H E A R D  / T - r -

D O  MOT R EM AIN  S ILEN T. YOU TOO 
ARE A G R E A T,G LO R IO U S ,6E N E R O U S  

ICING. YOUR PATIENCE A N D  ^  
M A G N A N IM ITY  HAVE RELEASED 

L .  US FROM A CURSE. M m

R A JA  B H O JA  W AS U TTE R LY  
BEW ILDERED, i-----------------------c-

FROM W HAT CURSE ? H O W  
HAVE I HELPED Y O U ?  >

BY LISTEN IN G  
PATIENTLY TO 

OUR TALES ON 
THE VIRTUES 

O F RAJA 
VIKRAMADITYA.

THEY TO LD Hl/V\ ALL ABO U T PARVATl’S 
CURSE A N D  H O W  SHE H AD  RELENTED. 
THEN -

IS TH ERE A N Y  
W IS H  O F 
YO URS THAT 
WE CAIN 
FULFIL f
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R A JA  BH O JA PLACED THE T H R O N E  IN  A  S H R IN E  IN L A ID  W /TH B R IG H T  G O LD  
A N D  THE N IN E  PRECIOUS G EM S.U PO N  IT  H E PLACED THE IMAGES O F  SH IVA  
AN D  PARVfiTI A N D  W ORSHIPPED B O T H , THE THRO NE A N D  THE DEITIES.

THEN MOUNTING THE THRONE HE RULED WISELY A N D  
WELL TILL THE E N D  O F H IS  D AYS.
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Vikramaditya’s Throne

This is the story of how the magnificent throne of Raja Vikramaditya was destined to be discovered centuries 
later by Raja Bhoja. It is said that, due to a curse, thirty-two apsaras were turned into statues that supported 
the throne. Raja Bhoja was instrumental in releasing them from the curse by patiently listening to each of 
their stories, thirty-two in all, on the life and adventures of the magnanimous Vikramaditya.

The story of the throne, the thirty-two stories as narrated by the statues, and the twenty-five stories told by 
Vetala to Vikramaditya on one of his adventures, are all contained in the original Sanskrit work Vikrama 
Charita, written between the 11th and the 13th centuries. The stories changed as they traveled across 
several regions of the country and were retold in different languages. Today we find many different versions 
of the same stories coming from different parts of the country.
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