                 Who's in Control?PRIVATE 



       by Pani Bhusana dasa

Post War 1946

Professor Kali's Research Laboratory: the young student

is interviewing Professor Kali for school newspaper

Student: So, Professor Kali, Please tell me about your research to date.

Professor Kali: My work is going to make me into a great controller - See! This is my control room, here is my control board and this - Remote control! Hee Hee.

Student: Oh, ah, that's nice, what does it control?

Professor Kali: Control? Control? Nothing now but in the future it will control everything and everyone - mark my words, in combination with other inventions I will control the whole world and beyond it.

Student: Professor, please calm yourself. I'd like to know more about your research. Tell me, what is the aim of your project?

Professor Kali: The aim is many branched. In every part of this world there are people. They have independence, individuality, faith, creativity and more. My aim is to eliminate these qualities all  over the world. I will control the minds of everyone! I'll ...

Student: I see. Well, I see it is getting late. Someone must be expecting me somewhere ...

Professor Kali: Everyone is expecting. Yes! Desire, hankering ... they are always making plans to possess, working so hard, expecting, I can tap into this mentality, this energy, and I will re-direct it!

Student: Wait a sec. Professor. I think you're going a little too far, aren't you? I mean, hardly anyone can control even his own desires or hankerings and you say you're going to control the expectations of everyone?

Professor Kali: That is exactly right. By and by you will see how this (pointing to covered item) unassuming invention will take over the whole world. You will see!

Student: OK, professor. What is it? What is this thing?

Professor Kali: This thing as you refer to it, is going to take over the entire human culture!

Student: How can that be true, professor?

Professor Kali: Once it takes hold men and women will labor hard to reproduce it, to improve it, to distribute it and it will become the centers of their lives. Everyone will have one. The mass of people will at first be charmed by it's finer quality, gradually developing habitual use, then life long addiction will take hold.

Student: How can you predict the effects of such an invention?

Professor Kali: Experience! My boy, experience! Soon their personalities will be lost, the thoughts of millions will be held under full control. People will be told what to do, what to buy, where to buy, where to go, what to like, what to do!

Student: No!!!! Nothing can do all that! It is a monstrous plot but it can never be true. You're mad!

Professor Kali: So, you conclude that I am mad, do you! Before long you will not be able to recognize who is a mad man and who is sane. No! The world will be lost due to the influence of this! This!

Student: This wonder can never be, never.

Professor Kali: You may doubt it but the future will tell the truth ... Wait and see!

Student: All right. But I won't wait here with a crack pot!! I'm leaving. Good bye.

Professor Kali: (to himself) They don't care for me. No matter. Already,my plan is under way. HEE HEE! It is just a matter of time. I am the controller. I am the enjoyer. And everyone will think the same once the world stares into the face of this ... (uncovers the box after turning it around) this television! 

Television! Television!

SCENE TWO

Narrator: The student settled down in a comfortable house with a wife and children forgetting the incident with Professor Kali until one day ...

Student: I'm home! Daddy's home, kids! I'm home, dear! That's strange, where is everyone? Usually I'm greeted so warmly. What could be the matter? 
(He looks into the next room) Oh, here you are! Well, no wonder they didn't hear me, they are all watching the television! Hey, something real important on? 

(wife backs away from set to speak quietly with husband, kids don't even glance

away from the TV set) 

Wife: Oh, you're home at last. Dinner will be ready in a few more minutes.

Student: Great! What are we having?

Wife: Everybody is having a different dinner tonight. There was a special ...

Student: Different? Special? You must have been cooking all afternoon to make different dinners for each of us. How fantastic!

Wife: Silly! We're having TV dinners. I just put them in the oven about 20 minutes ago. The children and I are all looking forward to trying them. It's the latest. I'm sure you'll love them! I saw them advertised on the Today Show. Now, instead of spending all day shopping, peeling, cutting, rolling and spicing, just to put food on the table, I just pop them in and out during Station 

Identification and I don't have to miss a moment of my favorite shows. So, pull up a TV tray and join us in the TV room, okay!?

Student: Amazing! Professor Kali was right!!
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